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King Nadaung’s Maha Bawdi Pagoda and Inwa era S 1nscr1pt10ns
in Bagan attract visitors > e

BAGAN August 16

When travellers visit the
Bagan-NyaungU ancient cul-
tural Zone, NyaungU Township,
Mandalay Region, they can
study the architecture of Maha
Bawdi Pagoda, which was built
by King Nadaung in 1215 AD.

The pagoda was built by
King Nadaung in 1215 AD and
is believed to have been built
in the style of the Maha Bawdi
Pagoda in Budh Gaya, where
the Bodh was born. It can be
seen that the lower part is built
in the shape of an Indian temple,
and the upper part is built in a
pyramid shape.

The large statue inside the
archway cave is a post-reno-
vation work, and there is a

small staircase to go up to the
upper floor.

On the east wall of the upper
floor arch, visitors can study
the inscriptions of the Inwa
era. Maha Bawdi Pagoda is
a two-terrace building with a
height of 140 feet. There are
small pagoda models in all four
corners of the pagoda.

According to historical evi-
dence, both the base and the
upper part of the pagoda have
many small wall portals, and
it can be observed that 465
Buddha images are placed in
different postures.

To the north of the Maha Bawdi
Pagoda are the Lacquerware
College (Bagan) and the Ayeya-
wady River. To the east of the

pagoda is the Tharapa Gate.
To the south of the pagoda
are Aung Myay Gone Palace
where the Kings Anawrahta
and Kyansittha lived, Pittaka

Bulldlng, and Taphatkya Pa-

goda. To the west of the pagoda
is Bu Pagoda.

According to officials of the
Department of Archeology and

National Museum (Bagan Bra-
nch), 3,822 pagodas with diffe-
rent construction styles in Ba-
gan Ancient Cultural Zone can
be studied. SK

More than 13,000 acres of monsoon sesame
thriving in Shwebo District

SHWEBO August 16

Shwebo District Agriculture
Department mentioned that
a total 0f13,999 acres of mon-
soon sesame has been grown
in Shwebo District of Sagaing
Region.

In 2024-2025 monsoon crop
cultivation season, the district
earmarked 16,075 acres of
monsoon sesame. Starting
from May 2024, local farmers
planted 449 acres of monsoon
sesame in Shwebo Township,

13,550 acres in Wetlet Township,
totalling 13,999.

“We plan to grow more than
16,000 acres of monsoon sesame
in Shwebo District this year.
Local farmers have planted
13,999 acres of monsoon se-
same so far exceeding the tar-
get cultivation. Our staff help
local farmers expand sown
acreage of monsoon sesame,
increase of per-acre yield, use
of GAP system,” said Daw Zar
Zar Min, Assistant Director of

Shwebo District Agriculture
Department.

Staff members of relevant
agriculture departments raise
farmer awareness of growing
quality strains of crops, boosting
production, use of GSP systems
in Shwebo District.

The crops produced in GAP
system can fetch higher prices
in the market and gain better
quality. Hence, local farmers
can enjoy higher socio-economic
life. SMK

Kanbalu District finishes cultivation of
sugarcane as monsoon crop

KANBALU August 16

A total of 880 acres of sugar-
cane plantations have been
grown in Kanbalu District of
Sagaing Region, according
to the statistics of Kanbalu
District Agriculture Departm-
ent.

In 2024-2025 monsoon, the
district earmarked 7,976 acres
of sugarcane plantations. Local
farmers started cultivation of
sugarcane plants in May this
year on 829 acres in Kanbalu

Township and 51 acres in Kyun-
hla Township, totalling 880
acres.

“This monsoon, the district
earmarked more than 7,000
acres of sugarcane plantations.
So far; local farmers have plan-
ted over 800 acres of sugarcane
plantations. Local farmers grow
sugarcane as usual,” said Daw
Mar Mar Win, the staff officer
of District Agriculture Depart-
ment.

Farmers need to cost Ks-

600,000 to Ks-700,000 per acre
of sugarcane plantation, which
yields some 30 tons of sugarcane
per acre. Local farmers in Sa-
gaing Region prefer to use
K-95/84, Nawade-4, Phawmoza
and Hsinshweli strains.

Sugarcane is planted in Kaw-
lain, Shwebo, Kanbalu and Ka-
tha districts, Katha and Kan-
balu districts of which grow the
most vast acreage of sugar-
cane.

SMK

More than 20,000 acres
of maize cultivated in
Yinmabin District

YINMABIN August 16

Yinmabin District Agricul-
ture Department stated that
a total of 22,213 acres of maize
has been planted in Yinmabin
District of Sagaing Region as
a monsoon crop.

In 2024-2025 monsoon sea-
son, the district earmarked
85,460 acres of maize but local
farmers have planted 22,213
acres of maize against the tar-
get cultivation.

Daw Myat Moe Win, Head of
Yinmabin District Agriculture
Department said, “The district
has grown more than 22,000
acres of maize against the tar-
get of more than 85,000 acres.
Farmers and agricultural staff
are striving for meeting the tar-
get cultivation. Our department
educated local farmers to have
thriving crops with prevention
of pests.”

In the district, Yinmabin Town-
ship cultivated 2,446 acres of
mallet and 5,223 acres of corn,
Kani Township 3,952 acres of
millet and 2,563 acres of corn,
Salingyi Township 3,077 acres

of millet and 130 acres of corn
and Pale Township 220 acres of
millet and 4,602 acres of corn,
totalling 22,213 acres.

In 2024-2025 monsoon, Yin-
mabin Township planned to
grow 11,137 acres of millet and
11,500 acres of corn, Kani Town-
ship 15,244 acres of millet and
2,962 acres of corn, Salingyi
Township 29,050 acres of millet
and 2,156 acres of corn and Pale
Township 229 acres of millet
and 13,182 acres of corn, totall-
ing 85,460 acres.

This year, officials from rele-
vant agriculture department
help local farmers by conduc-
ting training course for raising
farming capacity with field de-
monstrations, preventing pests
and FAW and using traditional
pesticides.

In the district, millet yields
more than 19 baskets per
acre, costing some Ks-350,000
per acre. Corn also produces
15,000 pieces of corn, spend-
ing more than Ks-500,000 per
acre.

SK
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Salt output of Mon State goes over domestic consumption

THANBYUZAYAT August 16
Mon State’s salt output exc-
eeded domestic consumption,
so the Department of Consumer
Affairs is endeavouring to pene-
trate foreign markets beyond
self-sufficiency.

Salt production season be-
gins around December, halts
in April, sometimes due to
heavy rain and ends in May.
Salt farming businesses are
found in Thanbyuzayat, Ye and
Paung townships in Mon State.

Salt from Mon State is dis-
tributed to Mon State, Kayin
State, Taninthayi Region and
Mandalay Region. Salt export
will help create jobs for locals
and generate foreign earnings.

There were foreign purchase
proposals for coarse salt pro-
duced by Mon State in previous

years.

Myanmar signed a Memoran-
dum of Understanding (MoU)
in the last week of September
2022 with a company from
the Republic of Korea for the
exportation of sun-dried coarse
salt from Mon State, and a
container loaded with 20 tons
of salt was exported to ROK on
a trial basis. Efforts are being
undertaken to place orders in
more markets.

Twenty tons of coarse salt
from Thanbyuzayat Township,
Mon State, were exported to
Japan on a trial basis in August
2022 as well.

Mon State, the second largest
producer in Myanmar, produces
over 40,000 tons of sun-dried
salt yearly, including magne-
sium chloride (MgCl2), iodized

salt (I) and table sal
There are 12 fine and coarse
salt processing factories in the
state.

BT i

N

t (NaCD.

SRy

tion season, there were 90 salt
producers in Mon State, covering
4,700 acres. The salt output was

In the 2023-2024 salt produc-

expected to reach 47,000 tons,
yet heavy rainfall reduced the
yield to 45,000 tons.

SMK

Essential foodstuff sold at fair prices in Paung Township

PAUNG August 16

To stabilize commodity pri-
ces, essential foodstuffs were
sold at lower prices for the con-
venience of the residents at the
Mingalar Market in Kada Ward

in the town of Paung, Mon State.

Under the supervision of
the Township Administration
Council, basic foodstuffs such
as beef, pork, rice, edible oil
and eggs were sold at lower

prices than the local market
prices at the Mingalar Market
in Paung Township at 6:00 am
on August 16.

Responsible officials from the
Township Administration Body,

Police Station, Development
Committee, members of market
committee and ward admini-
strators sold foodstuffs at lower
prices at the welfare shop in the
Market. SK

Katha District finishes cultivation of groundnut
as monsoon crop this year

KATHA August 16

Katha District Agriculture
Department stated that a total
of 564 acres of groundnut has
been planted as monsoon crop
inthe district of Sagaing Region.

In 2024-2025 season, Katha
District earmarked 913 acres of
groundnut this monsoon. Local
farmers in Katha Township has

grown 68 acres of groundnut,
Indaw Township 150 acres and
Bamauk Township 346 acres,
totalling 564.

“This monsoon, local far-
mers have planted 564 acres of
groundnut against the target of
913 acres. They are trying hard
to meet the target cultivation.
Their sown acreage of groun-

dnutis on the rise yearly,” said
U Myint Soe, Head of District
Agriculture Department.

2024-2025 monsoon, Katha
Township planned to grow
344 acres of groundnut, Indaw
Township 150 acres, Htigyaing
Township 32 acres and Bamauk
Township 387 acres, totalling
913.

The farmers have to spent
more than Ks-200,000 per acre
of groundnut on quality strains
of groundnut seeds, labour
charge, fertilizers and pestici-
des in cultivation and it yields
more than 50 baskets per acre
of groundnut.

Staff members of the town-
ship Agriculture Department
inspect thriving groundnut plan-
tations, prevention of pests and
weeding for boosting produc-
tion. SK

MGMA to conduct Basic Sewing Machine Operator
Training Course

YANGON August 16
Myanmar Garment Manu-
facturers Association MGMA)
will offer a Basic Sewing Mac-
hine Operator Training Course
(Batch 242) from 26 August to 13
September 2024 at the Myanmar

Garment Human Resources
Development Training Centre
(MGHRDO).

The course will provide prac-
tical and technical approaches
to sewing machines, different
sewing methods, labour laws

and practices.

This training will also help
those hunting jobs from regions
outside Yangon connect with
the garment factories with a
view to creating job opportuni-
ties.

Those who wish to attend the
training can enrol through the
contact numbers of MGHRDC
at 09 940858350, 09 450723262,
099403912570, 09 784085794 and
09952802635.

SK

Concrete paving work of road in Saytoktaya Township complete

SAYTOKTAYA August 16

The construction work of con-
crete road has been implemen-
ted on Sayinyon Road in Ward-1
in the Town of Saytoktay, Say-

toktaya Township, Minbu Dis-
trict of Magway Region since
July this year and all the pro-
jects have been completed 100
percent.

The reinforced concrete road
measuring 450 ft. in length, 12
ft. in width and six inches in
volume was constructed by
the Township Development

Committee with Ks-19.91 million
allocated by regional govern-
ment in 2024-2025 FY.

The concrete road brings be-
nefit for local people. =~ SMK

More than 500
acres of black
bean planted
in Monywa
Township

MONYWA August 16

Statistics of Monywa Town-
ship Agriculture Department
stated that a total of 505 acres
of croplands have been placed
under monsoon black gram in
Monywa Township of Sagaing
Region this year.

In 2024-2025 monsoon crop
cultivation season, Monywa
Township earmarked 850 acres
of black gram but local farmers
so far have planted 505 acres of
black bran against the target.

U Soe Thet Aung, Head of
Monywa Township Agriculture
Department said: “Local far-
mers have planted 505 acres of
black gram against the target
of 850 acres this year. We help
local farmers meet the target
cultivation with agricultural tec-
hniques, pesticides and other
aids.”

The Township Agriculture
Department provides local far-
mers with selection of quality
strains of crops, good agricultu-
ral practices, prevention of pe-
sts, systematic broadcasting of
fertilizers and boosting per-acre
yield of crops.

This year, relevant township
agriculture department dis-
tributes quality strains of crops,
agricultural inputs and post-
harvest technology. SK
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First reported case of Mpox outside of Africa in
Sweden WHO declares a global emergency

STOCKHOLM August 16

The patient in Stockholm
reportedly sought health care
after having spent time in Afri-
ca.

Mpox, a virus that is closely
related to chickenpox or small-
pox, has been reported in Swe-

den as of Thursday It is the
first confirmed case of the virus
outside of Africa. The report
comes a day after the World
Health Organization (WHO)
declared Mpox (or monkeypox)
a global public health emerge-
ncy for the second time in two

years.

The new strain of Mpox is
believed to be wreaking havoc
in the Democratic Republic of
the Congo (DRC) where more
than 14,000 cases and more than
500 deaths have occurred. The
disease, which has primarily
affected children, has also been
detected in nearby countries
that had not reported cases of
mpox previously.

"The emergence of a new
clade of mpox, its rapid spread
in eastern DRC, and the repor-
ting of cases in several neighbo-
ring countries are very worry-
ing,” said WHODirector-Gene-
ral Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebre-
yesus, who had determined

that the upsurge in cases was
a public health emergency of
international concern (PHEIC).
“On top of outbreaks of other
mpox clades in DRC and other
countries in Africa, it’s clear
that a coordinated international
response is needed to stop these

outbreaks and save lives.”
According to the WHO, the
virus can spread through close
contact with infected animals,
contact with infected people,
and contact with contaminated
materials. The JYNNEOSvac-
cine, a two-dose vaccine appro-
ved by the US Food and Drug
Administration, is being used
to prevent smallpox and mpox.
Sputnik

China launches new remote sensmg satelllte group

XICHANG August 16

Chinalaunched a Long March-
4B carrier rocket on Friday to
place a new group of remote
sensing satellites in space.

The satellites of the Yaogan-
43 01 group were launched at
3:35 p.m. (Beijing Time) from
the Xichang Satellite Launch
Center in the southwestern
province of Sichuan and ente-
red the preset orbit.

They will be mainly used

for carrying out tests on new
technologies of low-orbit con-
stellations.

It was the 531% flight mission
of the Long March series roc-
kets. Xinhua

A Long March-4B carrier rocket
carrying a new group of remote
sensing satellites blasts off from the
Xichang Satellite Launch Center in
southwest China's Sichuan Province,
August 16, 2024.

Contaminated spring water suspected in
mass food poisoning in southwest Japan

TOKYO August 16

A food poisoning outbreak
has affected 458 people over
contaminated spring waterin a
restaurant in southwest Japan,
local media reported on Friday.

The incident is linked to a
restaurant in Yufu city of the
southwest Japanese prefecture
of Oita, where customers who

dined or drank spring water
between August 3 and August
12 experienced symptoms such
as diarrhea and vomiting, Jiji
Press reported citing local
authorities.

The outbreak initially came
to light on Tuesday, when 28
high school students from
Tokyo reported symptoms

after visiting the restaurant,
according to Jiji.

The restaurant was ordered
to cease operations for three
days until Thursday, but further
investigations revealed the
number of affected individuals
had expanded to 458 across 18
prefectures.

The prefectural government

announced that norovirus was
detected in patients, raising
concerns that the restaurant's
spring water, used in food pre-
paration, may have been con-
taminated.

Two people were briefly hos-
pitalized but were not seriously
ill, and all patients were repor-
ted to have experienced only
mild symptoms.

Aninvestigation is underway
to determine the exact cause
of the food poisoning. Xinhua

Russian air defences destroy 12 TACMS missiles
trying to attack crimean bridge - MoD

MOSCOW August 16

On Friday, Russian air defen-
ces thwarted a group strike of
12 US-made ATACMS tactical
missiles on the Crimean Bridge,
all missiles were destroyed, the
Russian Ministry of Defence
(MoD) reported.

"This night, air defences re-
pelled a group strike by twelve

tactical US-made ATACMS mis-
siles on the Crimean bridge. All
missiles were destroyed," the
ministry said in a statement.

Over the past week, Ukrainian
forces lost up to 3,825 soldiers
in the area of operations of
Russia's Battlegroup Yug, the
MoD noted.

In battles with Russia's

Battlegroup Tsentr, Ukraine
lost up to 3,195 troops and four
tanks and up to 3,450 soldiers
and six tanks in fights with
Battlegroup Zapad, while the
Russian unit also repelled 12
Ukrainian counterattacks.
Russia's Battlegroup Sever
isrepelling Ukraine’s attempts
to break through into Russian

territory in the Kursk area,
where Kiev lost up to 2,765
soldiers. Ukraine lost up to 770
soldiers in battles with Russia's
Battlegroup Vostok.

Russian forces liberated the
settlement of Sergeyevka in
the Donetsk People’s Republic
(DPR), the MoD said.

Atotal of 57 Ukrainian soldiers
surrender to the Russian troops
in the past week, the ministry
concluded. Sputnik
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Israeli

FM says
expecting
allies to
attack Iran
if it strikes

JERUSALEM August 16

Israeli Foreign Minister Is-
rael Katz said on Friday that
he expects the U.S.-led coali-
tion countries to join Israel not
only in defense but also in att-
ack against significant targets
in Iran in case Iran attacks
Israel.

Katz made the remarks in a
meeting with French Foreign
Minister Stephane Sejourne
and British Foreign Secretary
David Lammy, who arrived in
Israelin a bid to prevent regio-
nal escalation and promote a
hostage deal between Hamas
and Israel, according to a state-
ment issued by the Israeli For-
eign Ministry.

The Israeli minister told the
visiting ministers that Israel
expects France and Britain to
publicly clarify to Iran that it
must not attack Israel.

"Iran must understand that if
itdoes not stop its direct aggres-
sion and through its proxies
against Israel, it will pay a
heavy price in the strategic and
economic fields and that this is
the only chance to prevent an
all-out war," Katz added. "Israel
will not be able not to respond
forcefully to any harm against
it."

As for the situation in Gaza,
Katz said that Israel s interes-
tedin a deal torelease the Isra-
elihostages in Gaza and will do
everything in the negotiations
to promote it, but warned that
Hamas might harden its posi-
tions and wait for the Iranian
attack as an alternative to
negotiations.

Tensions between Iran and
Israel escalated following the
assassination of former Hamas
leader Ismail Haniyeh in Tehran.
The Iranian government has
repeatedly vowed that it would
retaliate against Israel, which
it accused of carrying out the
assassination.

Xinhua
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and property of innocent people.

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives

Researchers develop fabric that generates electricity from body heat

i = &

In the near future, there could be
coats made from smart fabric that use
the sun’s energy to keep us warm.

Researchers at the University of
Waterloo showcased one such smart
fabric technology.

This innovative material has been
designed to convert both body heat and
sunlight into electricity. And the best
part? This technology eliminates the
need for bulky batteries to power the
cloth. This makes it an easy-to-wear,
stretchy fabric.

The smart fabric’s functionality can
be enhanced when integrated with
sensors. This way, the fabric could be

used to monitor heart rate and tempe-
rature, and even detect chemicals in
your breath.

“We have developed a fabric material
with multifunctional sensing capabilities
and self-powering potential. This
innovation brings us closer to practical
applications for smart fabrics,” said
Yuning Li, a professor in the Department
of Chemical Engineering,.

Stretchy smart fabric

The research team has successfully
combined advanced materials like
MZXene and conductive polymers with
cutting-edge textile production methods.

MZXenes and conductive polymers are
materials known for their high electrical
conductivity and flexibility.

By applying a sticky polydopamine
(PDA) layer to the nylon fabric, the team
created a surface that attracts MXene
particles through hydrogen bonds. This
combined structure results in a stretchy
thermoelectric fabric.

Most wearable electronics today re-
quire external power or regular rech-
arge, but this innovative fabric eli-
minates the need for batteries entirely.
The researchers stress that this novel
fabricis more stable, durable, and cost-
effective than existing market choi-
ces.

“Al technology is evolving rapidly; offe-
ring sophisticated signal analysis for
health monitoring, food and pharmaceu-
tical storage, environmental monitoring,
and more. However, this progress relies
on extensive data collection, which con-
ventional sensors, often bulky, heavy,
and costly, cannot meet,” said Li, direc-
tor of Waterloo’s Printable Electronic
Materials Lab.

“Printed sensors, including those em-
bedded in smart fabrics, are ideal for
continuous data collection and monito-
ring. This new smart fabric is a step
forward in making these applications
practical.”

Myriad uses of the

fabric

When embedded into a mask, the fabric
converts body heat into electricity using
the temperature difference between the
body and the environment. This enables
accurate respiratory rate monitoring.

As per the press release, these smart
masks could monitor breath temperature
and rate, while also detecting chemical
indicators for viruses, lung cancer, and
other diseases.

Even more intriguing, this innovative
fabric could also be used to assess joint
health.

“Exceptional strain sensing capabi-
lities of the MXene-based thermoelec-
tricfabric, facilitating the monitoring of
the body’s joint conditions through its
deformation,” the study paper noted.

Even athletes could use this fabric to
track performance, eliminating bulky
wearables.

Up next, the team plans to enhance the
fabric’s performance and combine it with
electronic components. They also have
plans to create a smartphone application
that would collect and transmit health
data directly to healthcare providers.
This app could enable continuous, non-
invasive health monitoring.

IE

Taste and Health in One Package: Scientists at Russian University
Improve Yogurt Properties

Researchers at Russia’s Ural Federal
University (UrFU) in Yekaterinburg,
Russia, have introduced a plant-based
supplement to yogurt that enhances its
taste and beneficial properties.

According to the authors, the use of
microalgae and tropical tree leaf powder
accelerates the production process by
reducing fermentation time. The results
have been published in the journal Plant
Foods for Human Nutrition.

The popularity of healthy food pro-
ducts is growing every year, as eviden-
ced by statistics. For example, the reve-
nue of the Russian yogurt market in
2024 is projected to be about 407 billion
rubles (US$-4,8 billion), with an expected

annual growth rate of 10.12 percent, as
stated by UrFU.

University experts studied how biolo-
gically active additives with a rich
nutrient composition—Chlorella vul-
garis and Moringa oleifera — affect
yogurt characteristics.

"The amino acid profile of Chlorella
protein is comparable to traditional
protein sources like milk, eggs, or meat.
Moringa oleifera, on the other hand,
is known as a superfood containing
numerous nutrients and phytochemi-
cals," noted one of the authors, Adepoju
Feyisayo Olabisi, an engineer at the
Biotransformation Technologies and
Food Chemistry Laboratory at UrFU.

Scientists found that Chlorella and
Moringa can reduce fermentation time
inyogurt production. Additionally, Chlo-

rella enhances the product's viscosity
and antioxidant capacity.
Internet
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