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Bagan Ancient Cultural Heritage Zone ex

visitors comlng open season

BAGAN October 29

Bagan is expected to host
higher arrivals of foreign tou-
rists in the 2024 dry season,
according to the Directorate
of Hotels and Tourism (Bagan
Branch).

“There were about 100,000
foreign tourists to Bagan until
September of 2023 and over
100,000 in 2024. During the Tha-
dingyut Festival, the arrivals
of local and foreign travellers
were high, and we expect there
might be high tourist arrivals
in the dry season. Bagan poss-
esses unique sites that tourists
prefer, and it is also the heart
of the country. Therefore, we
welcome all travellers to visit
the Bagan Ancient Cultural
Heritage Zone during the dry
season,” said the department

director.

The Bagan Ancient Cultural
Heritage Zone has ancient lakes
and natural plants, and the re-
novation and conservation of
pagodas and temples are con-
ducted, ensuring the sustaina-
bility of ancient heritage. Do-
mestic and international tra-
vellers can enjoy sunrise and
sunset views from the desi-
gnated mounds.

Moreover, travel agencies
from Nay Pyi Taw, Mandalay
and Yangon add trips to Mount
Popa and the Popa National
Geopark on Bagan tour. These
agencies prepare for trips to
Bagan and Popa regarding
hotels, guesthouses, local pro-
ducts and foods.

“Hotels are fully booked for
three days during the Thadin-

gyut Festival. All rooms are fully
booked for the three-day Taza-
ungdine Festival. We have to
book at other hotels. The ele-
ctricity was fully provided dur-
ing Thadingyut. We all are
waiting for travellers with the
best services for the coming

festival,” said an official from
the Hotel Bagan.

The road to Bagan is safe,
easy, and convenient, and tra-
vellers can get to Bagan by
flight, train, or car.

There were over 300,000 tra-
vellers to Bagan during the

oects the arrival of local, foreign

five-day holiday of the Thadin-
gyut Festival, exceeding the
numbers of previous years.
Therefore, a surge in the arri-
vals of local and foreign tra-
vellers to Tazaungdine is expe-
cted.

SK

Farmers reap more than 500 acres of sunflower in Pwintbyu Township

PWINTBYU October 29

The statistics of Pwintbyu
Township Agriculture Depart-
ment stated that a total of 579
acres of sunflower has been
harvested in Pwintbyu Town-

ship of Magway Reglon this
monsoon.

Local authorities earmarked
930 acres of sunflower this mon-
soon but local farmers planted
1,046 acres of sunflower, exceed-

ing the target cultivation. Far-
mers have harvested sunflower
on 579 acres of land so far.

Daw Moe Moe Wai, Head of
Pwintbyu Township Agriculture
Department disclosed: “Local
farmers started harvesting and
winnowing of sunflower in the
first week of September. So far,
they have harvested 579 acres
of crops and it yields 19.32 bas-
kets of sunflower seeds per
acre. Our department shares
agricultural techniques and
post-harvest technology with
farmers for systematic harvest-
ing of crops.”

Cultivation of sunflower can
cut agricultural cost and pro-
duce larger volume of crops.
So, local farmers rely on cultiva-

tion of sunflower in their regions
in monsoon and winter as live-
lihoods. Staff of Township Agri-
culture Department helped
local farmers prevent pests for
increasing per-acre yield of
crops. Hence, sunflower plan-
tations thrived in the region.
The township earmarked
cultivation of 930 acres of sun-
flower; 1,661 acres of groundnut
and 13,395 acres of sesame,
totalling 15,986 acres of oil crops
with the aim of reducing import
of cooking oil. Actually, local
farmers planted 3,619 acres of
groundnut, 24,720 acres of ses-
ame and 1,046 acres of sun-
flower, totalling 29,385 acres of
oil crops, exceeding the target
cultivation. SMK

Pantanaw Township supplies 80,000 bags of Emahta rice to Yangon market

PANTANAW October 29

“A total of 80,000 bags of rice
was sent by local businessper-
sons and farmers from Panta-
naw Township of Ayeyawady
Region to Yangon market in
September,”’said Daw Wai Moe,
the owner of rice and paddy
trading commodity centre in

Pantanaw Township.

They could sell 55,000 bags
of Emahta rice to Yangon mar-
ket in August alone but 80,000
bags in September.

Daw Wai Moe disclosed: “Local
businesspersons from Panta-
naw Township dispatched 80,000
bags of Emahtarice to Yangon

market. At present, merchants
from Yangon market offer to
purchase Emahta rice from
Pantanaw Township but the
price of rice is stable. Local busi-
nessersons focus on sales of
Emahtarice to Yangon market.”

Merchants from Pantanaw
Township mill Emahta rice to

Yangon market. Currently, the
rice fetched Ks-120,000 per bag.
Due to high demand from Yan-
gon market for Emahta rice,
merchants and farmers in
addition to those in production
chain have opportunities to
earn increased incomes for
their families. SK

Kalay District
earmarks more
than 7,000 acres of

winter lablab bean

KALAY October 29

The statistics of Kalay Dis-
trict Agriculture Department
stated that a total of 7,050 acres
of lablab beans will be grown
in Kalay District of Sagaing Re-
gion this cold season.

In 2024-2025 financial year,
Kalay Township earmarked 351
acres of lablab bean, Kalewa
Township 532 acres and Mingin
Township 6,167 acres, totalling
7,050 acres.

U Aung, Head of Kalay District
Agriculture Department stated:
“Local authorities set a plan to
grow 7,050 acres of lablab bean
in coming cold season. We will
try hard to meet the target culti-
vation. We will provide necessary
quality strains of lablab bean,
agricultural inputs and post-
harvest technology for local
farmers to boost per-acre yield
of crops.”

Agricultural staff help local
farmer use GAP system and
quality strains of crops for boo-
sting per-acre yield of bean and
expand sown acreage. SMK
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More than 48,000 acres of monsoon paddy planted in Tamu District

TAMU October 29

Tamu District Agriculture
Department of Sagaing Region
mentioned that local farmers
have so far planted 48,716 acres
of monsoon paddy in Tamu
District this monsoon.

Local authorities earmarked
49,500 acres of monsoon paddy
in the district but farmers
planted 48,716 acres of monsoon
paddy in 2024-2025 monsoon
season.

U Hla Myint, Head of Tamu
District Agriculture Department
commented: “We planned to
grow more than 49,000 acres
of monsoon paddy this monsoon.
Sofar; local farmers have planted
over 48,000 acres of monsoon
paddy. Our department helped
local farmers meet the target
cultivation with necessary
agricultural techniques and
inputs including quality strains
of crops. Moreover; staffmembers
of the department make field
trips to the paddy plantations
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for growing the crops in time.”
This year, Myothit Township
planted 12,917 acres of monsoon
paddy, Tamu Township 14,831
acres and Khampak 20,968
acres, totalling 48,716 acres.
Relevant township planned
to cultivate 12,880 acres of
monsoon paddy in Myothit

8 _.:-:-‘-d.-:@ - g

- - 3
Township, 15, 580 acresin Tamu
Township and 21,040 acres in
Khampak, totalling 49,500 acres.

Agricultural officials cooperate
with local farmers in solving
agricultural difficulties and
urge them to prevent pests,
minimize loss and waste of
crops and keep harvested crops
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under shelters in tlme.
Officials of relevant township
agriculture departments shared
knowledge with farmers to
make natural fertilizers and
pesticides for cutting cost,
weeding and removing difficult
species of crops to boost per-
acre yield of paddy. SK

Myanmar exports over 3,000 tons of shrimp in the first half
of thls ﬁscal year

{ , = =
N

YANGON October 29

The Fisheries Department
stated that Myanmar delivered
more than 3,470 tons of shrimp
to international trading part-
ners in the first half of the cur-
rent financial year 2024-2025,
beginning 1 April, with an esti-
mated value of US$-12.33 million.

Myanmar’s seaborne shrimp
export reached over 2,860 tons
worth US$-8.87 million, and the
border saw exports of 616.9 tons
worth US$-3.47 million between
1 April and 30 September.

Myanmar exports fishery
products to 40 international
countries, including Japan,
Bangladesh, China and Thai-
land, through maritime and
land borders. Myanmar deli-
vered more than 160,000 e tons
of fisheries worth US$-176.3
million to external markets in
the H1 (April-September) this
financial year, comprising over
82,000 tons worth US$-110 million
through maritime trade and
over 78,000 tons worth US$-65
million at borders. SK

Plan underway to grow more than 4,000 acres of black bean
in Monywa District

MONYWA October 29

The statistics of Monywa
District Agriculture Depart-
ment stated that local autho-
rities earmarked 4,750 acres of
black bean in Monywa District
of Sagaing Region in coming
winter.

In 2024-2025 cold season crop
cultivation period, Monywa
Township of Monywa District
planned to grow 850 acres of
black bean, Budalin Township

50 acres, Ayadaw Township
3,050 acres and ChaungU Town-
ship 800 acres, totalling 4,750.

With regard to preparations
for growing black bean, Daw
San San Myint, Head of Mon-
ywa District Agriculture Depart-
ment unveiled: “Local author-
ities have earmarked more
than 4,000 acres of black bean
in Monywa District in coming
winter. Our department will
assist in farming tasks of local

farmers to meet the target
cultivation. Moreover, we will
provide necessary technolo-
gies, quality strains of crops
and ways to prevent pests to
local farmers in addition to
conducting field trips to the
grassroots level.”

Relevant township Agricul-
ture Department have decided
to provide quality strains of
crops suitable for the region,
correct agricultural techniques,

prevention of pests, systema-
tic use of fertilizers and efforts
to boost production for local
farmers.

This year, officials of relevant
township Agriculture Depart-
ment cooperate with local
farmers in boosting per-acre
yield of crops with the use of
quality strains of crops, use of
agricultural inputs, and shar-
ing of post-harvest technology.

SMK
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Yinmabin
District finishes
cultivation of
vegetables

on more than
19,000 acres

of croplands

YINMABIN October 29

Atotal of 19,444 acres of vege-
tables has so far been planted
in Yinmabin District of Sagaing
Region, according to the statis-
tics of Yinmabin District Agricul-
ture Department.

Local farmers started culti-
vation of 19,444 acres of vege-
tables in May this year, against
the target of 19,698 acres of
vegetables.

Daw Myat Moe Win, Head of
Yinmabin District Agriculture
Department said: “This year,
local authorities earmarked
19,698 acres of vegetables in
Yinmabin District but local far-
mers have so far planted 19,444
acres. Our department helped
local farmers meet the target
cultivation. They grow mustard,
chilli, spicy, potato, cauliflower,
eggplants, Chinese cauliflower
and cabbage. Our department
urged local farmers to use GAP
system in growing crops and
produce healthy vegetables
with least chemical residues.”

In Yinmabin District, Yinma-
bin Township finished cultivation
of 5,782 acres of vegetables,
Kani Township 5,570 acres,
Salingyi Township 6,532 acres
and Pale Township 1,560 acres,
totalling 19,444 acres.

This monsoon, local authori-
ties earmarked cultivation of
6,027 acres of vegetables in
Yinmabin Township, 5,567 acres
in Kani Township, 6,550 acres
in Salingyi Township and 1,554
acres in Pale Township, totalling
19,698 acres.

Officials of Township Agricul-
ture Departments conducted
training courses for enhance-
ment of capacity oflocal farmers
and agricultural staff to grow
vegetables successfully in their
respective townships. Moreover,
techniques were shared with
local farmers to know product-
ion of healthy crops and expan-
sion of sown acreage.

Thanks to thriving crops and
expansion of sown acreage, local
farmers can earn increased in-
comes for their families. SMK
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Putin oversees strategic nuclear deterrent dri]l from kremlin situation room

MOSCOW October 29
Russian President Vladimir

Putin oversaw an exercise of
strategic nuclear deterrence

forces from the situation center
at the Kremlin.

"Today, we are conducting
another exercise of the strategic
deterrence forces," Putin said
ahead the exercise. "We will
practice the actions of officials
in managing the use of nuclear
weapons, including the practical
launches of ballistic and cruise
missiles."

Putin stressed that nuclear
weapons would only be used
as a last resort to ensure the
country's security, noting that
was a fundamental part of
Russia's military doctrine.

The "nuclear triad" remains
areliable guarantor of Russia's
sovereignty and security, he
said, enabling strategic deterr-
ence objectives and maintain-

ing nuclear parity and balance
of power worldwide.

"We are not seeking to engage
inanewarmsrace," the Russian
president emphasized. "However,
we will maintain our nuclear
forces at the level of necessary
sufficiency."

Growing global tensions and
emergence of new external
threats underline the importance
of modern strategic deterrence
forces in a permanent state of
readiness.

Russia will continue to enhance
all components of those forces,
the president said, assuring
that the countryhas the resources
to do so.

Sputnik

Chinese doctors develop Al breast-cancer screening on smartphones

BEIJING October 29

Ateam of Chinese doctors has
been developing an artificial
intelligence-based infrared
thermography (AI-IRT) system
for breast-cancer screening,
enabling users to easily check
theirlevels of cancer risk through
an app by linking infrared cam-
eras to their smartphones.

According to the research
team from the Beijing-based
Peking Union Medical College
Hospital PUMCH), the system
is composed of an infrared
camera, an Al algorithm, and
a big-data platform.

After linking the infrared
cameras to their smartphones,
users can use the cameras to

capture thermal images of their
breasts. These are then uploa-
ded to a phone app and auto-
matically processed by the Al
algorithm, with the results show-
ing different levels of cancer
risk.

The research team expects
the system to serve as a more
convenient, accurate and cost-
effective breast cancer pre-
clinical screening solution for
Chinese women. Currently,
breast self-examination is the
main pre-clinical screening
method, yet most women do
not perform breast self-exami-
nations regularly or employ the
correct techniques.

Breast cancer is a major fe-

male health issue in China. In
2022, China recorded 357,200
new cases of breast cancer, the
second most prevalent malig-
nancy among females in that
year, and 75,000 deaths from
the disease.

"Early screening and diag-
nosis are key to the treatment
ofbreast cancer;" said Sun Qiang,
a chief breast physician at the
PUMCH and a core member
of the research team.

Compared with major clinical
screening methods such as
ultrasound examination, mam-
mography and magnetic reso-
nanceimaging (MRD), the AI-IRT
system as a large-scale pre-
clinical screening method has

the advantages of being non-
invasive, radiation-free, quick
and more affordable. IRT is
also regarded as an effective
technique in screening dense
breasts, which are more common
among Asian women.

"It is a Chinese solution for
breast cancer pre-clinical scr-
eening for Chinese females,"
said Zhou Yidong, director of
the breast surgery department
of the PUMCH.

Based on their current find-
ings, the researchers hope to
introduce the AI-IRT system
to the public for use at home
and in community health cen-
ters in the future, saving the
trouble of making hospital app-

ointments in advance and wai-
ting for days to have clinical
screenings.

Wang Xuefei, an attending
physician for the PUMCH breast
surgery department and a core
member of the research team,
said that although the research
results require higher-quality
prospective validation studies
for further confirmation, it is
certain that the AI-IRT system
has tremendous potential app-
lication value.

According to the resear-
chers, they have completed
the technology transfer of the
core hardware for the AI-IRT
system.

Xinhua

Iran will increase
country's defence
budget by over
200 % next year

TEHRAN October 29

Iran's defence budget will be
tripled in the new calendar year
that will take place on March
21, 2025, by more than 200 pre-
cent, Iranian government spokes-
woman Fatemeh Mohajerani
said on Tuesday.

"In the budget, which should
cover all the country's expenses,
all efforts were aimed at meeting
the country's defence needs,
special attention was paid to
thisissue, therefore we witnessed
a significant increase in the
military budget by more than
200 percent," Mohajerani told
apress conference. Sputnik

School suspended due to rainstorms in Chinese island provmce

HAIKOU October 29

Classes have been suspended
and roads waterlogged in some
cities and counties in south
China'sisland province of Hainan
due to heavy rainfall starting
Monday, which was induced by
a combination of the remnants
of Typhoon Trami and cold air,
local authorities said.

In the city of Sanya, many
roads in the urban area were
waterlogged, while some sect-
ions experienced a power outage.
Primary and secondary schools
as well as kindergartens in
Sanya suspended classes at
noon on Monday, and continued
to suspend classes on Tuesday
morning, Classes were resumed
on Tuesday afternoon as the
rainfall weakens. The city of

Qionghai and the Tunchang
and Chengmai counties also
issued class suspension notices
on Tuesday.

The provincial disaster pre-
vention, reduction and relief
commission has upgraded its
emergency response for flood
control and typhoon prevention
from Level III to Level II on
Tuesday.

At 9 a.m. on Tuesday, the pro-
vincial government issued a
Level-II rainstorm warning,
saying heavy rain in excess of
250 mm is expected to fall in
the cities of Wanning and Dan-
zhou and the Qiongzhong Li
and Miao Autonomous County
during the next 24 hours.

The province on Tuesday
morning also issued a meteoro-

logical risk warning for geolo-
gical disasters.

From Saturday to Monday,
Typhoon Trami rotated over
the waters off the southern
coast of Hainan and the Xisha
Islands.

China has a four-tier emer-

gency response system, with
Level I being the most severe
response, and a fourtier color-
coded weather warning system,
with red representing the most
severe level, followed by orange,
yellow and blue.

Xinhua
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and property of innocent people.

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive
activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives

Social Media: A Path to
Form a Digital Nation

One of the perks of social media is to create the
opportunity for like-minded people from any corner
of the world to come together and share their common
interests through social media groups, forums, and
channels. Without a shadow of a doubt, social media
is the best thing that has ever happened to freedom
of speech. Yet, there is still a long way to come for
the utmost version of it.

Social media is serving as a means to help people
connect from all over the world where the internet
is accessible. They share common agendas and
engage in the online activities they believe in. People
have been making use of social media to create their
own ‘tribes and clans’ virtually. Even though there
are some pathetic people out there, deliberately
spreading hate speech and all sorts of immoral
activities, there are those who are using this opportunity
to celebrate diversity and enjoy multiculturalism.
These trends are creating new cultures of globalization
and freedom of expression.

Trends of Social Media

Just like any other technological fruit, social media
had to go through several changes and evolutions to
stand in the position it is today. It has evolved from
communicating through mores codes to instant
messaging, to multimedia messages, to electronic
mailing, and to the real-time internet social media,
we are witnessing today.

These days, where the conventional methods of
social participation are fading away, Technology has
empowered people to satisfy their sense of belonging
by allowing them to be part of virtual society. People
have been forming and engaging in online groups to
discuss and keep in touch with their social, educational,
political, entertainment, business, dating, professional
and historical issues. According to the report released
by stastistica.com, social media usage is one of the
most popular online activities. In 2020 over 3.6 billion
people were using social media worldwide, this
number is expected to rise to nearly 4.41 billion by
2025.

Features That Make
People Stay on Social Media

The ever-increasing human need for a sense of
belonging, attention, and appreciation is catalyzing
the speedy advancement of social media. Almost all
of the platforms on social media have been working
to fulfill the rising demand of their users. They usually

follow up with their users’ feedback to give the best
experience by constantly improving the following
features:

» The Sign-up process: social media platforms are
always looking for an easy, user-friendly, and
smooth signup process to save their users from
long, boring, and complicated steps.

* Profile customization: the freedom to custo-
mize of user-profiles is becoming super impor-
tant for social media users. People feel more
comfortable when the authority of customizing
their social media profiles is in their hands. It
gives them a sense of control, and the right to
decide the amount of information that pops into
their devices.

» Web feed: interactable web feed features seem
to interest a lot of social media users as they can
allow them to stay updated about matters, they
are really concerned about.

e Chatting alternatives: people are getting drawn
to social media platforms that can provide
diversified communication alternatives through
text, audio, and video chats.

e Search alternatives: diversified means of sear-
ching alternatives allow people to search for
their acquaintances, favorite media files, and
virtual communities of their preference, either
through words, photos, or audio search op-
tions.

» Sharing link: access for sharing content among
several social media platforms. This gives peo-
ple the opportunity to spread their ideas
and movements among a multitude of social
media platforms to reach many like-minded
mates.

» Privacy policy: people by nature don’t feel safe
when they feel that their privacy is invaded
without consent. A transparent privacy policy
would allow virtual activities to stay alive and
keep people interested.

Digital Global Nation I
Underway

Social media platforms have been serving as a
struggle ground for various social movements. People
just use their posts, hashtag, and share buttons to
spread a cause. And like-minded people from any
corner of the world would join them. Social media
allows thoughts and ideas to be shared and spread
fast and loud. Usually, such loud voices are not to be
ignored due to the probable negative impacts
they could impose on authority and business
corporations.

So many times, people have come together to face
oppressors, demand justice, boycott companies, stand
with human rights values, and celebrate diversity.
Yet it’s impossible to deny that, few others have joined
social media to spread hate speech and polarization.
Despite the shortcomings, the fast pace at which
humanity is traveling wouldn’t have been possible
without the intervention of the internet and social
media.

All because of the internet’s accessibility, humans
are getting to know each other and learning to adapt
to each other’s culture through social media gather-
ings on various platforms like Facebook, Insta-
gram, Youtube, Tiktok, Twitter, Wechat, Google +.
Others are able to start their own digital ‘clans and
tribes’ on Telegram, Whatsapp, and Paltalk. Others
share their ideas on digital forums like Quora and
AskFm.

People are getting used to sitting at the captain
position in their own stories and contents. They can
be leaders of their circle and can have followers.
Likewise, they can follow whoever they feel suits
them. Social media is showing us an illusion of a
digital community that possibly leads to a digital
nation.

Youth Time Magazine
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