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Myanmar exports over 400, 000 tons of rice, broken rice

in October

YANGON November 23

In October of this financial
year 2024-2025, 424,784.27 tons
of rice/broken rice were expor-
ted for US$-189 million, which
was the highest among seven
months, according to the data
released by the Myanmar Rice
Federation.

A total of 60 companies ex-
ported 230,803.27 tons of rice
and 193,981 tons of broken rice,
totalling 424,784.27 tons in
October.

Altogether 424,534.27 tons
were exported via maritime
route while 250 tons were sent
via border trade. Myanmar su-
pplied 115,100 tons of rice to In-
donesia, 42,082 tons to the Phili-
ppines, 39,025 tons to China,
10,700 tons to Niger, 5006 tons
to Portugal, and 18,890 tons
to 23 other countries, during
October.

As the export of broken rice
in October, 56,500 tons, 44,300
tons, 28,349 tons, 27,300 tons,
10,500 tons and 27,032 tons were
delivered to Belgium, Senegal,
China, Indonesia, Spain and 10
other countries respectively.

In financial year 2024-2025,

from Apr11 to October Myan-
mar earned US$-647 million
from the export of 1,362,630
tons of rice and broken rice—
US$-55 million from 111,862 tons
in April, US$-36 million from
71,279.5 tons in May, US$-84
million from 162,325.75 tons in

June, US$ 82 mllhon from 16,
544.3 tons in July, US$-97 million
from 207,369.9 tons in August,
US$-104 million from 219,565.13
tons in September and US$-189
million from 424,784.27 tons in
October.

SK

Merchants dispatch 60,000 bags of black-eyed pea to

Yangon market

WAKEMA November 23

A total of 60,000 bags of black-
eyed pea were sent by local
merchants from Wakema Town-
ship of Ayeyawady Region to
Yangon market said Daw Myint
Aye, the owner of pulses and
beans trading in Wakema To-
wnship.

They sold 40,000 bags of black-
eyed pea to Yangon market
in August but 60,000 bags in
September. They purchased
pulses and beans from local
farmers in Wakema Township
and then sent these beans to
Yangon market.

Daw Myint Aye disclosed: ‘A

large number of bags of black-
eyed pea were sold to Yangon
market in September. Now,
merchants from Yangon place
orders to businesspersons from
Wakema to purchase this bean.
Brokers and merchants from
Wakema Township sell beans
to Yangon. Thanks to high de-

mand of black-eyed pea, local
farmers and businesspersons
in addition to freighters are
convenient in earning inco-
mes.”

Black-eyed pea gets Ks-
116,000 bag containing 16 Pyis
in Yangon market.

SMK

Myanmar exports 300,000 metric tons of fishery products
in the past seven months

YANGON November 23

According to the Fisheries
Department, Myanmar bagg-
ed US$-385 million from about
300,000 metric tons of fishery
products exports in the past
seven months of the current
financial year 2024-2025 beginn-
ing 1 April.

The figures indicated a sharp
increase of over US$-10 million
year-on-year.

Myanmar steadily exports
seafood to 40 countries including

China, Thailand, Bangladesh
and Japan through maritime
and border trade channels.
Myanmar Fisheries Federation
and Fisheries Department
joined hands to bolster fisheries
exports.

More than 20 fish species in-
cluding hilsa, rohu, river catfish,
and seabass are conveyed to
foreign markets, according to
the Myanmar Fisheries Fe-
deration.

SK

More than 17,000
acres of green
gram harvested
in ChaungU
Township

CHAUNGU November 23

Statistics of ChaungU Town-
ship Agriculture Department
stated that a total of 17,644 acres
of monsoon green gram has
been harvested in ChaungU
Township of Sagaing Region.

Local authorities earmarked
12,950 acres of pre-monsoon
green gram and 13,980 acres of
monsoon green gram, totalling
26,930 acres in 2024-2025 mon-
soon. Local farmers have plan-
ted 8,752 acres of pre-monsoon
green gram and 14,032 acres of
monsoon green gram, totalling
22,784 acres, against the target
cultivation.

Daw Khin Myat Myat Oo, Head
of ChaungU Township Depart-
ment of Agriculture stressed:
“This monsoon, local farmers
planted 22,784 acres of green
gram in ChaungU Township.
Now, they are harvesting the
crops, and so far, they have har-
vested 17,644 acres of green
gram with high yield. We have a
plan to raise farmer awareness
to expand sown acreage of green
gram and use quality strains
of crops.”

They started harvesting the
crops in August this year. So
far, they have harvested 8,752
acres of pre-monsoon green
gram, yielding 17.45 baskets per
acre and 8,892 acres of monsoon
green gram, producing 18.56
baskets per acre.

Staff members of the township
department shared knowledge
with local farmers to use quality
strains of crops, apply correct
agricultural techniques, prevent
pests, and systematically broad-
cast fertilizers for ensuring high
yield of crops.

This year, the township depa-
rtment provided quality strains
of green gram, agricultural
inputs, post-harvest technology
and other aid for local farmers
to increase per-acre yield.

SK
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Sagaing Region aims for 327,000 acres of sunflower plantations this winter

SAGAING November 23

Sagaing Region’s Agriculture
Department planned to reach
327,000 acres of sunflower plan-
tation this year’s winter grow-
ing season across 14 districts
including the Naga Self-Admini-
stered Zone.

The cultivation of winter sun-
flower plantation started in the
first week of October this year
and 120,238 acres have been
cultivated so far, according to
Sagaing Region’s Agriculture
Department.

In a bid to ensure edible oil
self-sufficiency and increase the
income of growers, sunflower

varieties (hybrid-1, Sinshwekya
2,3, Sanphola sunflower varie-
ties) are cultivated in model
farming plots to produce pedi-
gree sunflowers. Officials from
the Agriculture Department
are providing technical assista-
nce, pedigree seeds and some
inputs. They are also joining
hands with the department
concerned to prevent pest and
disease problems.

The department aims to achi-
eve 500 acres of sunflower in
Homalin District, 150 in Kani,
200 in Naga, 8,000 in Mawlaik,
3,300 in Tamu, 71,570 in Kalay,
31,300 in Monywa, 83,650 in

Yinmabin, 6,500 in Shwebo,
15,250 in YeU, 4,280 in Kanbalu,

and 13,100 in Kawlin, totalling

More than 15,000 acres of green gram harvested in Wetlet Township

WETLET November 23

Statistics of Wetlet Township
Agriculture Department sta-
ted thatlocal farmers have har-
vested 15,945 acres of monsoon
green gram in Wetlet Township
of Sagaing Region.

Local authorities earmarked

38,525 acres of monsoon green
gram in Wetlet Township for
2024-2025 monsoon season but
farmers have so far planted
38,524 acres of crop against the
target cultivation. They started
harvesting green gram in August
this year and produced 16.77

baskets per acre.

Daw Kyin San, Head of Wetlet
Township Agriculture Depart-
ment unveiled: “Local farmers
grew 38,524 acres of monsoon
green gram this year. They are
harvesting the crops. So far,
they have raped 15,000 acres

of green gram. We have plans
to educate local farmers to
expand sown acreage of green
gram and use quality strains
of crops for boosting per-acre
yield of crops.”

Officials of the Township Agri-
culture Department raised far-

mer awareness for using quality
strains of crops suitable for the
region, applying agricultural
techniques, preventing pests,
systematically broadcasting
fertilizers and boosting per-acre
yield of crops.

SMK

Tatkon Township finishes cultivation of
9,582 acres of oilseeds this season

TATKON November 23

The Township Agriculture
Department has designated
to grow a total of 13,198 acres
of oilseed crops in Tatkon
Township, Nay Pyi Taw Union
Territory this year’s winter
crop growing season but local
farmers have planted only 9,582
of oilseed crops so far, accord-
ing to the Township Depart-

ment of Agriculture.

In this year, the Township
Agriculture Department has
earmarked to grow 13,198 acres
of oilseed crops in the Township.
As of November 21, 9,582 acres
of oilseed crops including 6,499
acres of gram, 3,002 acres of
sesame and 81 acres of sunflower
have been cultivated.

In order to meet the target

area of oilseed crops, officials
from the Township Agriculture
Department are making field
trips and providing farmers with
necessary assistance such as
agricultural techniques, good
quality seeds, methods of plant-
ing and prevention of pest infe-
station in collaboration with re-
levant farmers in the Township.

SMK

Pwintbyu Township finishes cultivation of more than 6,000 acres of

pulses and beans

PWINTBYU November 23
According to the Department
of Agriculture in Pwintbyu Town-
ship, Magway Region, a total of
6,739 acres of pulses and beans
have already been cultivated in
this year’s winter crop season.
In Pwintbyu Township, a total
0f 41,800 acres of various beans
are planned for cultivation this
season. But, local farmers be-
gan planting them in the first
week of October to reach the
target acreage, and as of today,

6,739 acres have been comple-
ted.

Daw Moe Moe Wai, Head
of the Township Agriculture
Department commented: “In
order to ensure food security
in Pwintbyu Township this
year and to increase farmers’
income, plans have been made
to cultivate over 40,000 acres
of various pulses and beans
during this cold season crop
season. As of today, 6,739 acres
have already been planted.

The types of pulses and beans
include chickpeas, butter bean,
rice bean, lablab bean, mung
bean, lima bean, cowpea, and
other varieties. Compared to
previous years, efforts have
been made to increase crop
yields by selecting high-quality
strains of crops, region-specific
seeds for local farmers and
expanding cultivation. Field
guidance is being provided to
educate farmers on the proper
use of agricultural inputs syste-

matically.”

In Pwintbyu Township, it is
reported that during the winter
crop planting season, the area
designated for pulses and be-
ansis as follows: a total 0f2,1843
acres for chickpea, 132 acres
for black bean, 3,697 acres for
lablab bean, 3,185 acres for white
pea, 3,232 acres for cowpea,
418 acres for mung beans, 214
acres for rice bean, 391 acres
for gram beans, 7,732 acres for
peanuts, and 956 acres for other

types of beans, totalling 41,800
acres for various bean crops.
Itisreported thatin thisyear’s
winter crop planting season,
the Department of Agriculture,
in collaboration with relevant
agencies, is working with local
farmers to ensure high yield
and quality of pulses and beans.
This support includes providing
high-quality, quality strains of
seeds, necessary fertilizers,
and guidance on preventive
pest control methods. SK
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Moody’s upgrades Cyprus’ ratings to A3 full investment grade

NICOSIA November 23

Moody's has upgraded the
Government of Cyprus's long-
termissuer and senior unsecu-
red ratings to A3 from Baa2,
the rating agency announced
on Saturday.

It's the first time the country
has achieved this rating since
the 2013 economic meltdown.

Moody's also set Cyprus' eco-
nomic outlook to stable, saying
it reflects a balance of risks

related to economic, fiscal, and
debt prospects.

Cyprus's President Nikos
Christodoulides hailed the up-
grade as a significant milestone,
emphasizing that it opens the
door to "significant prospects"
and fosters quality investments.

All three major international
rating agencies, Moody's, Fitch,
and Standard and Poor's, had
downgraded Cyprus's economy
to junk status even before its

recovery from near-bankruptcy
under the Eurogroup and the
International Monetary Fund
in March 2013.

According to Moody's, the
upgrade reflects "a material im-
provement in fiscal and debt
metrics that we expect to be
sustained." The statement noted
that Cyprus has made substan-
tial progress in reducing its
government debt ratio, which
is projected to reach 60 percent

of GDP by 2025, down from a
peak of 113.60 percent in 2020.
This achievement places Cyprus
among the global leaders in
debt ratio reduction.

Moody's highlighted that the
country's medium-term econo-
mic outlook is robust, underpin-
ned by the consistent expansion
of high-productivity service se-
ctors. This growth is supported
by company headquartering
activities, net immigration, signi-

24-11-2024 | w

ficant foreign direct investment,
and reforms and investments
linked to Cyprus's National Re-
covery and Resilience Plan.
The rating agency projects an
average real GDP growth rate
of 3.2 percent for Cyprus from
2024 to0 2028, one of the highest
among EU countries. Growth is
expected to be driven by conti-
nued expansion in high-produ-
ctivity sectors, including infor-
mation and communication te-
chnology, finance and insurance,
and business services. Xinhua

18 killed,
over 30 injured
in armed
clashes
in NW Pakistan

v

ISLAMABAD November 23

At least 18 people have been
killed and over 30 others injured
in armed clashes between two
groups in Pakistan's northwest
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province,
officials said on Saturday.

The clashes erupted in Kurram
district of the province, where
armed men killed dozens of
people and torched shops, hou-
ses and government property,
the official sources told Xinhua
on condition of anonymity.

The official sources added that
the latest violence in Kurram
district was linked to Thursday's
attack, in which unidentified
gunmen attacked a convoy of
passenger coaches carrying
Shiite Muslims, killing 45 people
and injuring at least 16 others.

In response to the ongoing
violence, the local administra-
tion has imposed a curfew in
the area, closed educational
institutions and businesses and
suspended cellular services.

Kurram Deputy Commissio-
ner Javedullah Mehsud told
media that efforts were being
made to restore peace in the
area, saying an emergency mee-
ting has been held to prevent
further violence.

Kurram district has a history
of sectarian violence. In Septem-
ber; at least 60 people from both
sects were Kkilled in separate
incidents, according to Provin-
cial Governor Faisal Karim
Kundi.

Xinhua

Hezbollah fired about 80 projectiles into Israel on Friday - Israel

Defence Forces

MOSCOW November 23

The Israel Defence Forces
(IDF) said it recorded some 80
projectiles fired by the Lebanese
Shia movement Hezbollah into
Israeli territory on Friday.

"Approximately 80 projecti-
les fired by the Hezbollah terro-
rist organization crossed from
Lebanon into Israel on Friday,
November 22", The IDF will
continue to defend the State of
Israel andits people against the
threat posed by the Hezbollah
terrorist organization," the IDF
said on Telegram.

Israel began a large-scale

ber 23, citing the need to secure

aerial bombardment on Septem-

citizens in the north from Hez-
bollah missile, rocket and drone

attacks.

Sputnik

At least 11 killed, 63 injured in Israeli airstrike on Beirut

BEIRUT November 23
Atleast 11 people were killed
and 63 others injured on Saturday
in an Israeli airstrike at dawn
targeting a residential building
in Lebanon's capital Beirut,

the Lebanese Health Ministry
reported.

The explosions destroyed an
eight-story building and caused
heavy damage to neighboring
buildings.

Civil defence teams are still
working on searching for victims
under the rubble.

Israeli media outlets reported
that the airstrike was aimed at
aprominent Hezbollah official.

Hezbollah has not commented
on the incident.

Since September 23, the Israeli
army has intensified its air attack
on Lebanon in an escalation of
conflict with Hezbollah. Xinhua

Israeli airstrike in central Beirut leaves eight-story building in Ruins,
casualties reported

MOSCOW November 23
Atleast four people were kill-

ed and 23 others were woun-
ded in an Israeli airstrike on a

residential building in Beirut’s
central Basta neighborhood on

Saturday morning, Al Mayadeen
broadcaster reported, citing
Lebanon’s Health Ministry.

The television channel pre-
viously reported an Israeli air-
strike on a building in central
Beirut.

As reported earlier by the
Lebanese Al-Jadeed broad-
caster, Israeli fighter jets fired
atleast four missiles at the buil-
ding, and ambulances arrived
at the scene. As a result of the
strike, the eight-story building
collapsed. The Israeli army had
not warned residents of the
area about the upcoming strike.

Sputnik
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Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive
activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives

and property of innocent people.

17

Exercises
1727 Complete the sentences using have.

3 They can’t pay their bills. They .......c...cceeveverrrreceerrrnnee any money.

4 We got wet in the rain yesterday. We ........ccccccovvevecevrerecennns an umbrella.

5JACK oo a car. He can’t afford one and he can’t drive anyway.

6 ‘EXCUSE ME, ....ovveerererreeerereereeeenenns apen I could borrow?’ ‘Yes, sure. Here you are.’
7 Iwas very busy yesterday. I .........cccocoeeevvvverevvrernene. time to go shopping.

8 ‘Tell me about Jack. ........ccovveveveivnnennane ajob? ‘Yes, he works at the hospital.’

9 When you worked in your last job, ..........cccceveeveeeerseeennns your own office?

10 ‘Where’s the remote control?” ‘T don’t KNow. I ........cccoeeuvevcurencurencunence it

11 ‘Tom ................ a motorbike, .........ccccorunn.... he?’ ‘Yes, that’s right. A long time ago.’

1731 Aretheunderlined words OK? Change them where necessary.

1 'm not free tomorrow morning. I've got a driving lesson. OK

2 Lisa had got long hair when she was a child. Lisa had long hair
3 I couldn’t contact you because I hadn’t my phone.
4 ‘Are you feeling OK?’ ‘No, I'm having a cold.’

5 I’'m not working right now. I'm having a break.

6 I felt really tired. I hadn’t any energy.

71It’s a small town. It doesn’t have many shops.
8 Was your trip OK? Had you any problems?

9 My friend called me when I was having breakfast.

10 The last time I saw Steve, he was having a beard.
11 We don’t need to hurry. We have plenty of time.

12 How often have you a shower?

174" Complete the sentences. Use an expression with have in the correct form. Choose from:

have ababy haveabreak haveachat have trouble have a shower
havealook  havelunch have aparty have a nice time have a holiday
11don’t eat much during the day. I never have lunch .

2 David starts work at 8 o’clock and ..............ccceeervreeveeererreceerenennes at 10.30.

BWE o last week. We invited lots of people.

4 There’s something wrong with my bike. Can you ..........cccccceeeeeeeeceereeennen. at it for me?

5 Joe is away on holiday at the moment. I hope he..........cccooeevrveveenrecccerreenen .
6 I met some friends in the supermarket yesterday. We stopped and ..........c..ccoeeverrrrerecenrrnrecsnnrrennns .

T et ‘ finding the book you wanted?’ ‘No, I found it OK.’
8 SUZANNE ...t a few weeks ago. It’s her second child.

T e when the light went out suddenly.

10 I'd like to go away somewhere. I ...........ccccoceeeeeeereereereeennas for a long time.

Raymond Murphy
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