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Esteemed ethnic national brethren in Rakhine State,

First and foremost, I extend my greetings with heartfelt wishes, praying for
the well-being and happiness of all Rakhine ethnic brethren in all parts of the
nation and in Rakhine State, as well as all Union-born ethnic people across the
nation, wishing them fulfillment in their aspirations and prosperity in both mind
and body on the occasion of the Golden Jubilee of Rakhine State Day which
falls on 15 December 2024, today.

Rakhine State Day is a special and significant day filled with unique attributes
and pride for the indigenous Rakhine people. Under the 1974 Constitution, Rakhine
State was also designated as one of the states in the Union.As 15 December
when the national referendum was held to approve the 1974 constitution was
designated as Rakhine State Day, it turns 50 years now as commemoration of
the golden jubilee.

Rakhine State is blessed with culturalheritages and plentiful artistic works
due toits prolong history of forefathers. As Rakhine State is a region where the
Buddhism is flourishing,the state has abundant ancient stupas and temples as
cultural heritages inaccord with the motto: Number of Buddhist monuments is
equal to blossoming orchid flowers (defined as 6,354,755 pagodas in numerical
signs).

According to the geographical conditions,Rakhine State is located in the
western coast of the nation, on 14,200 squaremiles of area, sharing borders with
neighbouring countries. So, it is astrategic area of the nation.It is a proud and
beautiful state with lush forests, mountains, and rivers, as well as a long and
scenic coastline, rich in natural and water resources, enabling the production
of valuable goods.

Esteemed ethnic national brethren,

Now is a State ofEmergency when the State Administration Council is taking
State responsibilities under the Constitution. Since its assumption, the State
Administration Council has adopted the roadmaps and objectives and now has
been implementing the five-point Roadmap and nine objectives.

As the State Administration Council is implementing the work processes in
accord with the five-point Roadmap, the national population and household census
has so far been enumerated. The enumeration of census is being undertaken
in some areas that were left for various reasons. Now, arrangements are being
made to successfully hold a multi-party democratic general election aligned
with the last point of the five-point Roadmap.

The basic foundation to emerge the genuine, disciplined democratic system
the people really aspire to is to rehold a free and fair prestigeious systematic
general election. To do so, as it is necessary to restore peace and stability
across the nation, all citizens and entire people have to join hands with the
government in implementing the mission with the national spirit.

Esteemed ethnic national brethren,

The State Administration Council emphasizes implementation of two key
political and national visions each while formulating the good conditions with
the aim of shaping a peaceful, prosperous future for the State and all ethnic
national people. As food, clothing and shelter are basic needs for everyone,
two national visions were adopted to ensure prosperity of the State and food
security. Now, the government fulfills needs to product agricultural produce
suitable for the regions and accelerate successful farming of livestock breeding
to benefit all citizens.

The government has allocated Ks-10 billion from the State economic promotion
fund to operate agriculture, livestock,cooperative and industrial businesses in
order to develop Rakhine State. At present, the allocated fund has been allotted
to agricultural farmers,livestock farmers, cooperative societies and industries

Chairman of the State Administration Council Prime Minister of the Republic of
the Union of Myanmar Senior General Thadoe Maha Thray Sithu Thadoe Thiri
Thudhamma Min Aung Hlaing sends a message to the ceremony to mark the
50 Anniversary (Golden Jubilee)Rakhine State Day
15 December 2024

to implement their projects.

Making efforts to enhance agriculture and livestock sectors in Rakhine State
canreflect socio-econoic life of the rural people who are the majority population
in the state as well as the manufacturing sector of the country. It shows goodwill
of the State for Rakhine State and national people from Rakhine region in
addition to family spirit of national brethren, genuine patrotism and Union spirit.

The Government is implementing the KG+9 education plan for improvement
of the society blessed with physical capacity and mental knowledge. I would
like to urge all to emphasize increase of high percent of student number for
all school-age children, completion of school education and raising the rate of
student grades.

Better techniques and correct knowledge and attitude are crucial to come
out well-versed qualified youths who would bereliable for the state and the
country in the future. Hence, it is necessary to participate in the activities on
development of libraries and raising the reading skills being implemented by
the State for the people to accumulate techniques and knowledge in the entire
nation.

Esteemed ethnic national brethren,

The State Administration Council has established the Rakhine State
Peaceful, Stability and Development Central Committee, which is working on
improving the socio-economic development of the state in the sectors such as
agriculture, livestock, education, health, communication, and electricity. These
efforts are carried out sector by sector. In May 2023, during the impact of the
powerful cyclonic storm Mocha, the committee was able to immediately launch
rehabilitation activities in Rakhine State the day after the cyclone struck. As a
result, Rakhine State is making significant progress in recovery from natural
disasters, working quickly to restore and improve conditions beyond their
original state.

Rakhine State has historically faced numerous difficulties in terms of
transportation and infrastructure. As a result, successive governments have
placed significant emphasis on the development of Rakhine State up until the
present time. Everybody knows that this focus has led to substantial changes
and improvements.

However, at present, there is instability and unrest within the country, including
in Rakhine State, and this creates an opportunity for certain powerful nations
to exert influence over the country’s geopolitics landscape, which results in
the creation and shaping of internal instability.

The actions of the MNDAA, TNLA, and AA terrorists, which began in October
2023, have further worsened the socio-economic conditions of the ethnic people.
Due to the sabotage acts of these armed terrorist groups, many innocent
civilians have suffered in poverty and hardship. The continuous armed attacks
by these terrorists, driven by political motives and misguided ideologies, have
only resulted in further acts of violence. They have been observed to prioritize
standing alone rather than collectively building the union on a multi-party
democratic path. Young people have been trapped and manipulated through
drugs, leading them to be involved in violent conflicts. It has become clear
that their demands cannot be achieved through armed terrorism, but rather
through political dialogue at the negotiation table. They now recognize that
peaceful solutions are the only way to resolve conflicts, and it is urged that
they abandon the path of armed struggle and instead follow the right course.
Esteemed ethnic national brethren,

All national race peoples living within Myanmar have long been united,
sharing the land, water, and resources together in harmony, as brothers and
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sisters, for many generations. In the present day, however, certain internal
traitors and powerful foreign nations have caused immense suffering to these
ethnic peoples, pushing them into poverty and destroying the regions where
they live, along with the development and resources that once sustained them.
It is now crucial for everyone to consider the long-term benefits for the nation
and their communities, rather than allowing their livelihoods and resources
to be destroyed. If we are in disunity, the strength of the nation will diminish,
and we risk becoming a people who are merely subjects, following others’ will
as history leaves us behind. Therefore, it is important to heed this warning and
work together for the greater good of the nation.

Only by following the path of the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement (NCA)
for the Union's peace can we build the peaceful and prosperous nation we all
aspire to. In advancing the peace of our country, it is crucial to ensure there
is no foreign interference or internal division. All ethnic groups must unite
in the spirit of the Union and seek solutions through political dialogue and
negotiation. The government also invites discussions and continues to keep the
door to peace open. As the saying goes, "Strength of the nation lies within," and
we urge all ethnic peoples to unite and work together for the national interest

and other indigenous ethnic groups live together alongside the Myanmar and
Chin ethnic groups. The peace, stability, and development of the state rely on
the unity of all the indigenous peoples living together and their commitment to
the spirit of the Union. The efforts for peace and regional development by the
ethnic national brethren residing in Rakhine State contribute to the stability,
peace, and progress within the state, and serve as a source of strength for the
nation-building process.

In conclusion, in order to establish a strong multi-party democratic system and
successfully implement necessary reforms in our country, the critical factors
for achieving security, peace and stability, which are essential for smooth and
rapid progress, include the full participation of the people in ensuring national
security and peace. Moreover, the ethnic people of Rakhine State are urged to
uphold the Union spirit and national spirit to serve the interests of people from
Rakhine State, the state and the union. Wishing for lasting peace, happiness,
and prosperity, we pay tribute to the the Golden Jubilee of Rakhine State, and
respectfully submit this letter.

Senior General Thadoe Maha Thray Sithu
Thadoe Thiri Thudhamma
Min Aung Hlaing

with coordinated efforts.

In Rakhine State, the Rakhine, Kaman, Khami, Dainet, Maramagyi, Mro, Thet,

Chairman, State Administration Council

Prime Minister

Katha Township completes cultivation of cold season sesame

KATHA December 14

Based on data of the Katha
Township Department of Agri-
culture, a total of 20,637 acres
of winter sesame has been
planted in Katha Township of
Sagaing Region.

Local authorities earmarked
cultivation of 25,050 acres of
winter sesame in the township
in 2024-2025 cold season but
farmers have so far planted
20,637 acres of crop against
the target.

UKo Lay, Head of Katha Town-
ship Department of Agriculture
commented: “Local farmers
have so far planted more than
20,600 acres of winter sesame
against the target of more than
25,000 acres. Township officials
help local farmers meet the
target cultivation. Their sown
acreage of sesame is on the
increase. Local farmers prefer
to grow sesame in winter more
than monsoon.”

This year; officials of Town-

ship Agriculture Department
raise farmer awareness for
expansion of sown acreage of
sesame, use of agricultural
techniques and GAP system,
and use of quality strains of
crops to boost per-acre yield
of crops.

The crops planted in GAP
system produce more quality
crops than other crops grown
as usual. Moreover, the crops
planted in GAP system can fetch
higher prices in the domestic

T TR ST T —————— A ST e —

and international markets.
Hence, growers can earnincrea-

sed incomes.

Green gram planted on more than 1,000 acres of croplands in Myinmu Township

MYINMU December 14

The statistics of Sagaing Dis-
trict Agriculture Department
stated that a total of 1,273 acres
of green gram has been planted
in Myinmu Township of Sagaing
Region this cold season.

Local authorities earmarked

cultivation of 1,288 acres of
green gram in the township
but local farmers have so far
planted 1,273 acres against
the target.

Daw Thida Lwin, Head of
Sagaing District Agriculture
Department said: “This year,

Myinmu Township planned to
grow 1,288 acres of green gram
but local farmers have so far
planted 1,273 acres. They are
trying hard to meet the target
cultivation. Our department
will help local farmers expand
sown acreage of green gram

and use quality seeds of crops
for boosting per-acre yield.”
This year, the Township Agri-
culture Department empha-
sizes supply of quality seeds for
local farmers with correct agri-
cultural techniques, prevention
of pests and systematic broad-

casting of fertilizers.

Officials of the Township De-
partment of Agriculture co-
operate with local farmers to
assist in distribution of quality
seeds, inputs and post-harvest
technology.

SMK

Kyaiklat Township sends more than 70,000 viss of Spiny eel to Yangon market

KYAIKLAT December 14
“Merchants from Kyaiklat Town-
ship of Ayeyawady Region sup-
plied 74,000 viss of Spinyeels to
Yangon market,” said Daw Phyu
Aung, the owner of fishery trad-

Township.

They purchase Spiny eels
from local fishermen in the
township and conduct syste-
matic processing. In Septem-
ber they sent 60,000 viss of

pared to 74,000 viss in Octo-
ber.

Daw Phyu Aung disclosed:
“We send Spiny eels to Yangon
market on a monthly basis. In
October, we sent alarge volume

high demand from Yangon mar-
ket, we extend more volume of
spiny eel to Yangon. Subsequen-
tly, local fishermen and those in
the production chain of marine
products especially Spiny eels

ing incomes.”

Due to booming marine pro-
duct businesses, local fisher-
men and merchants in addition
to truck drivers and others are
convenient in their livelihoods.

ing commodity centrein Kyaiklat =~ Spiny eelto Yangon marketcom-  of Spiny eel to Yangon. Due to  have job opportunities in earn- SK
Plan underway to grow more than 11,000 acres of sunflower in Maubin Township
MAUBIN December 14 Under the management of will cooperate with each other for cultivation. Our department Officials of the Township Agri-

“Arrangements are being
made to grow 11,550 acres of
sunflower as cold season crops
in Maubin Township of Ayeya-
wady Region this year,” said
U Zaw Min Tun, Head of Mau-
bin Township Department of
Agriculture.

local authorities, farmers will
start cultivation of sunflower in
the township in the third week
of November this year. As such,
officials from the Agriculture
Department, Agricultural Me-
chanization Department and
Township Administration Body

for the sake of local farmers
in successfully growing sun-
flower.

U Zaw Min Tun explained:
“We will grow 11,550 acres
of cold season sunflower in
Maubin Township. Local far-
mers are making preparations

will help them have quality
crops with high yield and pre-
vent pests. Sunflower’s yield
depends on soil types. So,
local authorities will join
hands with farmers to increase
per-acre yield of crops in the
township.”

culture Department raise far-
mer awareness of growing sun-
flower with soil preparations,
use of pests and water utiliza-
tion, use of quality stains of crops
and agricultural techniques to
boost per-acre yield of crops.
SK
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S. Korean acting president says will leave no vacuum in state affairs

SEOUL December 14

South Korean's Prime Mini-
ster Han Duck-soo, the country's
acting president, said Saturday
he would do his best to stabilize
state affairs in accordance
with the Constitution and laws,
vowing to leave no vacuum in
the country's politics.

Hanmade the remarks during

apublic address after Yoon Suk-
yeol was officially suspended
from his duties as president
when the impeachment reso-
lution, adopted in parliament
Saturday afternoon, was deli-
vered to his office, making the
Prime Minister the acting presi-
dent.

Han said the government

would make every effort to
minimize the impact on the
daily lives of the people and
establish a solid security pos-
ture.

He also vowed to ensure the
smooth operation of financial
and foreign exchange mar-
kets and maintain the trust of
the international community,

calling on public officials to
work together to overcome the
crisis.

Under the country's Consti-
tution, the Prime Minister ass-
umes the role of acting presi-
dent if the president is impea-
ched. President Yoon's presi-
dential duties are only suspen-
ded until the Constitutional

Court delivers its ruling on the
impeachment motion.

If the court upholds the im-
peachment, Yoon will be re-
moved from office, and the
prime minister will continue
to act as president until a
new president is elected within
60 days.

Xinhua

Israel Defence Forces claims struck Hamas Command
Center in Gaza

MOSCOW December 14

The Israel Defence Forces
(IDF) said it had struck a com-
mand center of Palestinian mo-
vement Hamas in a former
school building in Gaza City.

"The IAF [Israeli Air Force]
conducted a precise strike on
Hamas terrorists who were
planning to commit terror
attacks against IDF troops
operating in the Gaza Strip
and against Israeli territory

in the immediate future. The
terrorists were operating inside
a command and control center
embedded within a compound
that previously served as the
"Yaffa' School in Gaza City," the
IDF said in a statement on
Telegram.

It said that prior to the strike,
steps had been taken to miti-
gate the risk of harming civi-
lians.

Sputnik

Ptolemaic-period
tombs uncovered
in S. Egypt

CAIRO December 14

Ajoint Egyptian-Spanish arch-
aeological mission has unco-
vered several Ptolemaic-period
(332-30 BC) tombs in Al-Bahnasa
archeological site in southern
Egypt's Minya Province, the
Egyptian Ministry of Tourism
and Antiquities said Saturday.

The tombs contain colorful
decorations, mummies, skele-
tons, coffins, and unique arti-
facts, such as amulets, heart
scarabs and deities, the ministry
said in a statement.

A rectangular stone burial
well was found leading to a
cemetery containing dozens of
mummies lined up side by side,
indicating the usage of these
rooms as mass graves, it said.

It is the first time to find
human remains in Al-Bahnasa,
including 13 golden tongues
and nails of mummies from the
Ptolemaic era, it noted.

The texts and scenes of anci-
ent Egyptian characters on
the tombs would enrich the
understanding of the region's
history and shed light on the
religious practices prevalent
in the Ptolemaic period, it said.

Xinhua

Arab League condemns Israeli incursions

CAIRO December 14

The Arab League (AL) has
adopted a resolution condemn-
ing Israel's military incursions
into the Syrian buffer zone
and adjacent positions after
an Egypt-initiated emergency
meeting, announced Egypt's
Foreign Ministry on Friday.

The emergency meeting was
held Thursday to formulate
a unified Arab position on
expanded Israeli occupation

into Syrian buffer zone

W o AR
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in the annexed Golan Heights,
which the AL described as a
flagrant violation of the 1974
disengagement agreement, the
ministry said in a statement.
The ALresolution emphasized
that the disengagement agree-
ment remains effective as per
UN Security Council Resolution
350, unaffected by Syria's political
upheaval, the statement added.
It urged international pres-

sure on Israel to comply with

UN Resolution 497 in 1981,
which states that the Israeli
exercise of sovereign rights
in the Golan Heights is "null
and void." The Cairo-based
pan-Arab organization also
demanded Israeli withdrawal
from occupied Syrian territory.

Since the downfall of former
Syrian President Bashar al-As-
sad's government on Sunday,
Israel has significantly increa-
sed airstrikes across Syria,
along with ground operations
targeting Syrian critical mili-
tary infrastructure. In addition,
Israel declared the 1974 UN-mo-
nitored disengagement agree-
ment with Syria defunct follow-
ing the end of al-Assad's rule,
and its military then crossed
into the demilitarized buffer
zone established under the
agreement, seizing border
areas.

Xinhua

Georgian
dream
candidate
Kavelashvili
elected
President
with 224
votes

TBILISI December 14

The ruling Georgian Dream
party's candidate, Mikheil Kav-
elashvili, has been elected Geor-
gian president, Central Elec-
tion Commission chairman
Giorgi Kalandarishvili said on
Saturday.

Kavelashvili had received 224
votes out of 300, the CEC chief
said, adding that to be elected
president, a candidate has to
win 200 votes.

"Mikheil Kavelashvili has
been elected President of Geor-
gia," Kalandarishvili said.

The presidential election was
held in Georgia on Saturday.
This is the first time in Georgia's
history that the president is
elected not by direct vote but
rather by an electoral college.

The Georgian presidential
election is recognized valid
after over 170 members of 300
lawmakers representing the
country's College of Electors
cast their votes, Georgia's Cen-
tral Election Commission
spokesperson Natia Ioseliani
earlier said.

Sputnik

Russian air defences shoot down 37 Ukrainian drones overnight

MOSCOW December 14

This night, Russian air defe-
nces shot down 37 Ukrainian
drones over Russian regions,
the Ministry of Defence said in
a statement.

"This past night, during an
attempt by the Kiev regime to
carry out terrorist attacks using
aircraft-type unmanned aerial
vehicles on targets on the terri-
tory of the Russian Federation,

air defence systems on duty
destroyed and intercepted 37
Ukrainian UAVs," the ministry
said.

It said 12 drones were shot
down over the Kursk Region,

12 over the Krasnodar Terri-
tory, seven over the Bryansk
Region, five over the Oryol
Region and one over the Azov
Sea.

Sputnik
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Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive
activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.
3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives
and property of innocent people.

Unit

18

SE> Compare Iused to do and I was doing:
I used to watch TV a lot. (= I watched TV oft en in the past, but I don’t do this any more)
I was watching TV when Rob called. (= I was in the middle of watching TV)
SF> Donot confuse I used to do and I am used to doing (see Unit 61). The structures and meanings
are diff erent:
I used to live alone. (= I lived alone in the past, but I no longer live alone.)
I am used to living alone. (= I live alone, and it’s not a problem for me because I've lived
alone for some time.)

Past continuous (I was doing)—>Unit 6 would (= used to)—> Unit 36
be/get used to (doing something)—>Unit 61

Exercises
181

Complete the sentences with used to + a suitable verb.

Nicola used to travel a lot, but she doesn’t go away much these days.

Sophie ..o a motorbike, but last year she sold it and bought a car.
Our friends moved to Spain a few years ago. They........................................... in Paris.

Irarely eatice creamnow,butI........................................ it when I was a child.

S oo W N e
o
©
I
<}
@

It only takes me about 40 minutes to get to work now that the new road is open.
It more than an hour.

7 There............cccooeeeeeeeiiinnnn. .a hotel near the airport, but it closed a long time ago.

in a factory. It wasn’t my favourite job.

1182 Complete the sentences. Choose from the box. & ~
1 Lisa used to have very long hair when she was a child. .
2 We. . .to watch TV a lot, but we don’t have a TV any more. dicin’t
3 Lisaworksinashopnow. She ... .areceptionist in a hotel. to
4 Whatgames.............................. .you use to play when you were a child? use
5 T like big cities, but now I prefer the countryside. used
6 Inyour last job, how many hours adaydidyou............................ .to work? used to
7 Idon’t travel very much these days, but ITused.................ccccocooo used tobe
8 Tusedto......o.................. to run ten kilometres, but I can’t run that far now. used o have
9 These daysIeat more thanbefore. I ... ....................... use to eat as much. N be able J

Compare what Karen said ten years ago and what she says today:

| haven’t played

TEN YEARS AGO | play the TODAY / the piano for a
piano. long time.
/ | eat lots of
‘+ravelalot: cheese now.\ . ,
\ i den’tgo-away
i | hever ) -much-these
I'm very ' drink tea. My dogdied days-
lazy. R S : // two years ago.
min g e L =
I don’t like i I work very Tea’s great!
cheese. "\l have a dog. hard these days. I like it now. Raymond Murphy
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