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as cold season crop

PATHEIN December 21

Arrangements are being made
to grow 4,400 acres of sunflower
as acold season crop in Pathein
District of Ayeyawady Region
this year, said Daw Aye Aye Mu,
Head of the District Agriculture
Department.

Local farmers started culti-
vation of sunflower in the third
week of November. The Agricul-
ture Department will cooperate
with local farmers to meet the
target cultivation of sunflower.

Daw Aye Aye Mu clarified:

“This cold season, we earmark-
ed cultivation of 4,400 acres of
sunflower. We join hands with
local farmers in cultivation of
sunflower to meet the target
cultivation. We help local farmers
with agricultural techniques
and other necessaries.”

In this regard, Pathein Town-
ship will grow 354 acres of sun-
flower, Kangyidaunt Township
1,586 acres, Thabaung Town-
ship 2,108 acres, and Ngaputaw
Township 352 acres.

Agricultural officials make

field trips of sunflower planta-
tions for boosting per acre yield

of crops, urging local farmers
to systematically use pesticides

Rt Ep b B

Pathein District decides to grow more than 4,000 acres of sunflower

AN G

and fertilizers in the plantations.
SMK

Myanmar exports over 200,000 tons of various fish in the
past eight months

YANGON December 21
Myanmar generated US$-
256.6 million from 240,000 metric
tons of various fish exports in
the past eight months of the
current financial year 2024-2025
beginning 1 April, according

to the Fisheries Department.

The figures indicated a sharp
increase of over US$-39 million
compared with that of the
corresponding period last year.

Myanmar steadily exports
seafood to 40 countries including

China, Thailand, Bangladesh
and Japan through maritime
and border trade routes.
According to the Myanmar
Fisheries Federation, Myan-
mar’s seafood exports include
hilsa, rohu, catfish, seabass,

river catfish, eel, shrimp and
crabs. There are over 140 fishery
product processing factories
in Myanmar. The Department
of Fisheries grants licence
extensions every year.

SMK

Merchants supply 700,000 pieces of coconuts to Yangon market

DANUBYU December 21

Local merchants from Danu-
byu Township of Ayeyawady
Region sent 700,000 pieces of
coconuts to Yangon market said
Daw Hla Hla Htay, the business-
person of coconut trading in
Danubyu Township.

They sent 500,000 pieces of
coconuts in September but
700,000 in October, Coconut fet-
ches Ks-75,000 per 100 pieces
in the market.

Daw Hla Hla Htay commen-
ted: “Our region sells agricul-
tural produce as well as horticul-

tural products to Yangon mar-
ket. Last month, we sold 700,000
pieces of coconut to Yangon. At
present, coconut is in high de-
mand from Yangon market. So,
market prices of the fruits are
convenient for local farmers.”
Merchants ship dried coco-
nut, fresh coconut, tender coco-
nut, peeled coconut and the
fruit with peel to Yangon market
by truck and vessel. Due to high
demand of the fruits, those in
production chain of coconut are
convenient in their livelihoods.
SK

67,857 acres of crop varieties earmarked to grown in Thegon Township

THEGON December 21

With the aim of increasing
local farmers’ income and en-
suring food security, 67,857
acres of crop varieties have been
earmarked to plant this winter
crop growing season.

Atotal of 67,857 acres of crop

varieties including 4,666 acres
of groundnut, 2,339 acres of se-
same, 114 acres of winter sun-
flower, 3,6261 acres of bean varie-
ties, 6,228 acres of corn, 4,032
acres of sugarcane, 421 acres of
onion, 207 acres of chili, 11,290
acres of vegetable and 271 acres

of flower varieties will be grown
in Thegon Township of Bago
Region this year’s winter crops
growing season, according to
the Township Agriculture De-
partment.

In order to achieve high yield,
officials from the Agricultural

Advisory Committee and the
Township Agriculture Depart-
ments are making field trips
and providing farmers with ne-
cessary assistance such as agri-
cultural techniques, methods of
planting and prevention of pest
infestation in the Township.SK

Budalin Township
cultivates

over 3,000

acres of winter
groundnuts

BUDALIN December 21

A total of 3,856 acres of groun-
dnuts have been planted during
this year winter crops planting
season in Budalin Township,
Monywa District, Sagaing Re-
gion, according to statistics from
the Department of Agriculture
for Budalin Township.

During the 2024-2025 winter
crops planting season, 5,900
acres of groundnuts are planned
to be planted in Budalin Town-
ship, and since October this year;
3,856 acres have been planted.

“We are making efforts tore-
ach the target acres. Groundnut
cultivation is developing succe-
ssfully. As an oilseed crop, it is
in a successful position. Groun-
dnut cultivation is improving
year by year,” said U Phyo Wai,
head of Department of Agricul-
ture for Budalin Township.

It is reported that one acre
of groundnuts is planted with
one and a half basket of seeds,
and the cost of seeds, labour,
fertilizer, and pesticides is over
Ks-200,000. If one acre is planted,
more than 50 baskets of seeds
are produced. SMK
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Labutta distributes 70,000 viss of dried Swimbladder to Yangon

Local fishermen and business

ey

people from Labutta Township
of Ayeyawady Region sold 70,000

viss of dried Swimbladder to
Yangon market, said Daw Khin
Htay, the owner of dried fish
wholesale centre in Labutta
Township.

They sold 50,000 viss of dried
Swimbladder to Yangon market
in September but 70,000 viss in
October this year.

Daw Khin Htay commented:
“Swimbladders are obtained
from various species of seawa-
ter fish. These were extracted
from fish and then dried under
sunray systematically. These
dried Swimbladders were sold
to Yangon market. Starting from

the first week of October, the
demand of the stock is higher
and higher. Local merchants
from Labutta Township sell
domestic products including
dried Swimbladder to Yangon
market.”

In October, dried Swimbladd-
er fetched Ks-22,000 per viss of
yellow pike-conger Swimblad-
der, Ks-35,000 to Ks-34,500 per
viss of sea catfish Swimbladder,
Ks-80,000 per viss of crocker
Swimbladder and others in
Yangon market, depending on
quality and size.

SK

Taninthayi approves 15 new hotel projects expanding tourism services

MYEIK December 21

Efforts are also focused on
enhancing tourism services
in specific areas: Dawei for
domestic travellers, Myeik for
both domestic and Thai tourists,
and Kawthoung for internatio-
nal visitors.

The Taninthayi Region Tou-
rism Committee, during its
5/2024 Coordination Meeting,

announced the approval of
pre-construction permits for 15
hotel projects, along with new
licences for 14 hotels and several
guesthouses in the region.
Since its inception, the com-
mittee has held 16 coordination
meetings to facilitate the syste-
matic development of the hotel
and tourism sector in key des-
tinations. These meetings have

led to the approval of 15 new
hotel project proposals, 14 new
hotellicences, 3 new guesthouse
licences, 25 new tour operator
licences, three new tour guide
licences, 55 regional tour guide
licences, 38 hotel licence rene-
wals, eight guesthouse licence
renewals, 32 tour operator licence
renewals, and 82 regional tour
guide licence renewals.

Efforts are also focused on
enhancing tourism services
in specific areas: Dawei for
domestic travellers, Myeik for
both domestic and Thai tou-
rists, and Kawthoung for inter-
national visitors. In addition,
the committee is working on
developing new tourist routes
across the Taninthayi Region
to expand its appeal. = SMK

Yenangyaung Township finishes

crops

YENANGYAUNG December 21
The Township Agriculture
Department has finished cul-
tivation of a total of 3,500 acres
of edible oilseed crops including
1,105 acres of sesame, 200 acres
of ground nut and 2,207 acres
of sunflower this winter crop
growing season in Yenangyaung
Township of Magway Region,
according to the Township De-
partment of Agriculture.

In order to achieve high yield,
officials from the Township De-
partment of Agriculture are
making field trips and providing
farmers with necessary assis-
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tance such as agricultural te-
chniques, good quality seeds,

cultivation of 3,500 acres of

methods of planting and pre-
vention of pest infestation in

oilseed
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collaboration with relevant
farmers in the Township. SK
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Pyapon
Township
delivers 75,000
visses of blood
clam to Yangon
market

PYAPON December 21

About 75,000 visses of blood
clam from Pyapon Township,
Ayeyawady Region, were deli-
vered to the Yangon market in
November 2024, up from 52,000
visses registered in October,
according to news released by
MyanTrade.

“The supply grew significan-
tly in November. The majority
of the fisheries from Ayeyawady
Region are sent to Yangon. The
blood clam has a strong domestic
demand as well. Local fishery
products including blood clam
are highly demanded in Yangon
this month,” said a fishery pro-
duct trader.

This business thrives, allow-
ing fishermen, hard labourers
and traders to earn well.

Blood clam farming business
became trendy in the 2017- 2018
financial year. The capacity of
a clam farm is estimated at
30,000 clams. When the blood
clams reach one kilogramme
with less than 100 calms, it’s
the right size to deliver them to
the market. There are around
100 clam farming ponds in Ta-
ninthayi Region, said Daw Ni Ni
engaged in blood clam farming
in Yaykantaung village-tract,
Kyunsu Township, Taninthayi
Region.

Some called them the blood
cockles. Taninthayi residents
widely called them Gin. The
blood clam from Taninthayi Re-
gion is primarily exported to
Thailand, generating foreign
earnings and creating jobs for
locals. SMK

Yangon plans to use EV buses in public transportation

YANGON December 21

Power Eleven company has
planned to use EV buses in its
public transportation service in
Yangon, said an official of the
company.

“It is still underway. We need
to seek approval for some re-

quirements. The process is
very strict so we need to ensure
making our proposal more
complete,” he said.

Power Eleven is willing to test
EVbusesin YBS service so that
weaknesses and advantages
can be identified, and current

buses are old, he said.

“We can identify weaknesses
and advantages if we test it now.
We will use EV buses in YBS
services. It is very expensive
and no one will consider trying
it. But, we won't give up. It is less
possible but we need to acquire

feasibility. The problem is the
project is very expensive so it
might be difficult to ensure cost-
effective. But, we have planned
torun on a trial so that we can
identify its feasibility. It was
not easy to run air-conditioned
buses last seven or eight years,

but we acquired feasibility to
implement but lost as expected.
However, we will have to try
again after making calculations
based on the data we acquired.
It is impossible to do public
transport like a commercial bu-
siness,” he said. SK
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Russia strikes Ukrainian military-industrial complex facilities

MOSCOW December 21
Russian Ministry of Defence
reported on the progress of the
special military operation.
Russian aviation and artillery
has destroyed energy facilities
that support the operation of
Ukrainian military industrial
complex enterprises and the
infrastructure of military air-
fields, the Russian Ministry of
Defence said on Saturday.
"Operational and tactical air-
craft, unmanned aerial vehicles,
missile forces, and artillery
of the Russian armed forces
have targeted energy facilities

that support the operation of
enterprises of Ukraine's mili-
tary-industrial complex, the
infrastructure of military air-
fields, storage facilities for un-
manned aerial vehicles, and con-
centrations of personnel and
military equipment of Ukrainian
armed forces in 147 locations,"
the statement read.

The ministry also noted that
eight US-made HIMARS mul-
tiple rocket launchers and 89
drones of aircraft type had been
shot down by Russian air de-
fence systems.

Russia's Yug battle group has

taken control over the settle-
ment of Ostrovskogo (also kn-
own as Kostiantynopolske) in
the Donetsk People’s Republic
(DPR), the Russian Ministry of
Defence added.

"As a result of the resolute
actions of the units of the Sou-
thern military group, the settle-
ment of Ostrovskogo in the
Donetsk People's Republic has
been liberated," the statement
read.

The ministry also said that
the South battle group had
eliminated 285 Ukrainian figh-
ters over the past day.

‘

"The enemy's casualties have

amounted to up to 285 figh-
ters; two armored combat vehi-
cles, two vehicles, one 122-mm
D-30 howitzer, one US-made

105-mm M119 howitzer and five
field ammunition depots have
been destroyed," the statement
notes.

Sputnik

Atleast 5 killed, 200 injured in German Christmas market

car-ramming

BERLIN December 21

Atleast five people were killed
and over 200 others injured
after a carrammed into a large
crowd at a Christmas market
in the central German city of
Magdeburg Friday evening,
German news agency dpa re-
ported Saturday, citing State
Premier Reiner Haseloff.

"We have five deaths and
over 200 injuries, many of them
serious and severe," Haseloff
said, noting that the toll was
far worse than initially thought
when the incident occurred.

German Chancellor Olaf Sc-
holz expressed deep concerns
over the tragic incident at the
scene, saying that "nearly 40 of
the injured are so seriously hurt
that we must be very worried
about them."

Condemning the act, Scholz
described it as "a terrible tra-
gedy to harm and kill so many
people with such brutality."
He called for social cohesion
and also vowed that Germany
would respond to the attack
"with the full force of the law."

German authorities are inve-

stigating a 50-year-old doctor
from Saudi Arabia who has
been living in Germany since
2006 and worked in a nearby
town. He was arrested at the
site and taken into custody for
questioning. Police searched
his home overnight, and auth-
orities assume he acted alone.

The motive remained unclear
and police have not yet named
the suspect.

German authorities were
alerted about the man about a
year ago, dpa reported.

The identities of the fatalities
have not been revealed. Mour-
ners lit candles and placed
flowers outside a church near
the market. A memorial service
is to be held in Magdeburg's
cathedral at 7 p.m. (1800 GMT)
Saturday night.

Scholz and other top offici-
als, including Federal Minister
of the Interior Nancy Faeser,
have arrived in Magdeburg
on Saturday. Faeser ordered
Saturday morning that all flags
at all federal buildings be flown

at half-mast nationwide.

Magdeburg, a city of appro-
ximately 237,000 residents, is
located in the state of Saxony-
Anhalt, about 150 km west of
Berlin.

The incident echoes a tragic
attack eight years ago, on De
cember 19,2016, when a terro-
rist drove a truck into a Berlin
Christmas market, killing 12
and injuring over 70 others. The
perpetrator fled to Italy, where
he was eventually shot dead by
police. Xinhua

16 troops Kkilled, 8 injured in attack in NW Pakistan

ISLAMABAD December 21

Sixteen troops were killed and
eight others sustained injuries
inaterrorist attack in Pakistan's
northwest Khyber Pakhtunk-
hwa province in the early hours
of Saturday, intelligence sources
confirmed.

The assault began at appro-

ximately 02:30 a.m. local time
(2130 GMT Friday) in South
Waziristan district of the provi-
nce, where a check post was
targeted in a coordinated fire
raid that claimed the lives of the
soldiers, the sources from the
district told Xinhua on condition
of anonymity.

Twelve bodies have been
identified, while the identities
of four more have yet to be
confirmed.

The injured were swiftly
evacuated to the paramilitary
troops' Frontier Corps Training
Center for medical treatment,
the sources added.

In response to the attack, the
soldiers retaliated effectively
using rocket launchers and
other available weapons, the
sources added.

The Pakistani military has
yettoissue an official statement
regarding the perpetrators of
the attack. Xinhua

U.S. Senate
passes
funding bill,
averting
gov’t shutdown

WASHINGTON December 21
The U.S. Senate passed a
government funding bill early
Saturday that would head to
U.S. President Joe Biden's desk
for his signature, averting a
government shutdown.

The bill, passed 85-11 right
after the deadline, would tem-
porarily fund federal operations
and disaster aid, pushing U.S.
President-elect Donald Tru-
mp's demand to raise the debt
ceiling into the new year, AP
News reported.

The White House said at
midnight that it had ceased
shutdown preparations.

"This is a good outcome for the
country," said House Speaker
Mike Johnson, adding he had
spoken with Trump, who "was
certainly happy about this
outcome, as well."

Hours before the vote, Trump
threatened that the debt limit
increase be included in any
deal. Otherwise, he said, let
the closures "start now."

Trump's last-minute demand
was nearly impossible, said AP
News, forcing Johnson to find a
way to bypass his pressure for
a debt ceiling increase.

Xinhua
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Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive
activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives

and property of innocent people.

Unit
18

Now write about how Karen has changed. Use used to / didn’t use to / never used to in the first part of your sentence.

1 Sheusedtotravelalot, but she doesn't go away muchthesedays. . . ..
2 Sheused.............coooooiiiiiiiiin, U e
B DU e
G oo UL e e
D e DU
B but

1184 | Write sentences about yourself. Begin I used to ... (I used to be/work/like/play etc.)

1T used to live in a small village, but now I live in a city.

NowbegnwithI didn’t use to ... .
6 I didn’t use to read a lot, but I do now.

>A > Present continuous (I am doing) with a future meaning

- This is Ben’s diary for next week.

He is playing tennis on Monday afternoon.

He is going to the dentist on Tuesday morning.

He is meeting Kate on Friday.

In all these examples, Ben has already decided and
arranged to do these things.

I'm doing something (tomorrow etc.) = I have already decided and arranged to do it:
[J A: What are you doing on Saturday evening? (not What do you do)
B: I'm going to the cinema. (not I go)
[JA: What time is Katherine arriving tomorrow?
B: Half past ten. We’re meeting her at the station.
[ I'm not working tomorrow, so we can go out somewhere.
1 Steve isn’t playing football next Saturday. He’s hurt his leg.
We do not normally use will to talk about what we have arranged to do:
[ What are you doing tonight? (not What will you do)
[ Alex is getting married next month. (not will get)
We also use the present continuous for an action just before you start to do it. This happens especially with verbs of
movement (go/come/leave etc.):
0 ’'m tired. ’'m going to bed now. Goodnight. (not I go to bed now)
[1‘Tina, are you ready yet?’ ‘Yes, 'm coming.’ (not I come) Raymond Murphy
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Answer ALL Questions. Write your answers in the
answer booklet.
Section A (Each question carries 1 mark.)

Choose the correct or the most appropriate answer for
each question. Write the letter of the correct or the most
appropriate answer.

1. Chapter 1

2 Chapter 3, Chapter 4

3 Chapter 5

4 Chapter 6

5. Chapter 7 Section 7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4

6 Chapter 8 Section 8.1

7 Chapter 8 Section 8.3
8 Chapter 9, Chapter 7 Section 7.5, Chapter 8 Section

8.2,8.4
9. Chapter 10
10. Chapter 11
Section B (Each question carries 2 marks.)

Write only the solution of each question. (There is no need
to show your working.)

11. Chapter1

12.  Chapter 3, Chapter 4

13.  Chapter 5

14,  Chapter 6

15.  Chapter 7 Section 7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4

16.  Chapter 8 Section 8.1, Section 8.3

17.  Chapter 9, Chapter 7 Section 7.5, Chapter 8 Section
8.2,84

18.  Chapter 10

19. Chapter 10

20. Chapter 11
Section C (Each question carries 3 marks.)

21. Chapter 1

22.  Chapter2

23.  Chapter 3, Chapter 4

24.  Chapter 3, Chapter 4

25. Chapter 5

26.  Chapter 6

27.  Chapter 8 Section 8.1, Section 8.3

28. Chapter 9, Chapter 7 Section 7.5, Chapter 8 Section
8.2,8.4

29. Chapter 10

30. Chapter 11
Section D (Each question carries 5 marks.)

31. Chapter1

32. Chapter2

33.  Chapter 3, Chapter 4

34. Chapter 5

35. Chapter 6

36. Chapter 7 Section 7.1,7.2,7.3, 7.4

37. Chapter 9, Chapter 7 Section 7.5, Chapter 8
Section 8.2, 8.4

38. Chapter 11
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