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Vice Chairman of State Administration Council Deputy Commander-
in-Chief of Defence Services Commander-in-Chief (Army)
Vice-Senior General Soe Win meets trainees of people’s military

service at local training schools in Indai

NAY PYI TAW December 28

Vice Chairman of State Admi-
nistration Council Deputy Com-
mander-in-Chief of Defence
Services Commander-in-Chief
(Army) Vice-Senior General
Soe Win met trainees of peo-
ple’s military service at local
training schools in Indaing
Station, Yangon Region this
morning.

Also present were SAC mem-
ber Union Minister for Defence
General Maung Maung Aye,
Commander-in-Chief (Navy)
Admiral Htein Win, Commander-
in-Chief (Air) General Tun Aung,
Yangon Region Chief Minister
U Soe Thein, senior military
officers from the Office of the
Commander-in-Chief, Yangon
Command Commander Maj-
Gen Zaw Hein, and officials.

In his speech General
Maung Maung Aye said citizens
of every sovereign country are
responsible for national defence.
He then explained the respon-
sibility of other sectors for nati-

onal defence, apart from military
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Vice Chairman of State Administration Council Deputy Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services Commander-in-Chief (Army) Vice-Senior General Soe Win
meets trainees of people’s military service at local training schools in Indaing Station.

People Military Service Law
in Myanmar in November 2010
andits activation on 10 February
2024, the formation of recruit-

S

ment of only the eligible persons,
systematic military trainings
for the eligible persons, who will
have to provide protection aga-

n

i

Vice-Senior General Soe Win greets a people’s military service trainee.

ment bodies at different levels,

personnel, the enactment of and the central body’s enlist-

of orders and directives in ser-
ving duties at the assigned
battalion/unit as good soldiers,
development of mental fitness

inst terrorists with the learned and loyalty towards the State

military knowledge, abidance

and Tatmadaw, systematic pur-

suance of military knowledge
taught by the training schools,
effective application of the mili-
tary knowledge in a battle field
and observance of rules.

The Vice-Senior General then
delivered a speech, emphasizing
that all graduates and trainees
presently undergoing training
tobecome future soldiers tasked
with national defence responsi-
bilities are invaluable assets to
the nation. Pride should be
taken in those who faithfully
uphold the four oaths daily,
toward the state and military,
fellow soldiers, and families.

As those who have touched
the national flag and recited
the four oaths, we must remain
loyal and devoted to them. Lo-
yalty to our country; its citizens,
and military personnel is essen-
tial. Furthermore, soldiers must
cultivate a spirit of camaraderie
among themselves. “The spirit
of camaraderie” embodies the
love, bond, and loyalty shared
among comrades. It is essential

See Page - 1900
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to uphold the mindset of "stand-
ing together, dying together,
and suffering together.”
Those who join Tatmadaw,
whether under the People’s
Military Service Law or volunta-
rily, are entrusted with carrying
out military operations, territo-
rial security, and control, all of
which require systematic train-
ing and education in essential
military skills necessary for
Tatmadaw to perform them.
People military personnel have
received systematic training in
military disciplines such as tac-
tics, small arms, and other rele-
vant subjects. It is essential to
effectively utilize the military
skills they have developed.
Strong military discipline and
obedience to orders are crucial
in training and teaching basic
military skills. Only through
strict adherence to orders can

the objectives and responsibili-
ties assigned from higher auth-
orities be effectively and succe-
ssfully achieved. It is essential
to diligently apply the military
skills acquired at the training
school, recognizing their signi-
ficance, and to utilize these skills
effectively and practically in
the execution of their duties.
Military personnel who have
safeguarded the nation across
generations are those who join
the service driven by their own
desire to fulfill the duty of nati-
onal defence. Though they come
from various backgrounds, all
military personnel now wear
the same green uniform and
have been trained together in
military skills. As a result, they
have become unified, sharing
the same identity, thoughts,
and values. They will work
alongside their predecessors
to uphold their national defence

responsibilities with pride. They
must strive to live as honorable
citizens, trusted by the state
and the military, and respected
and valued by their families.

They are dedicated citizens
who have embraced military
service and are serving the state
and the military around the
clock. In keeping with the saying,
“Once a Soldier, always a Sol-
dier,” we must embrace the
mindset that once we become
soldiers, we remain soldiers
for life. This mindset reflects
the noble spirit of military per-
sonnel. It is essential to uphold
the noble traditions of Tatma-
daw and remain steadfast in
loyalty to both the state and
Tatmadaw.

In times of national emer-
gency, the only way to preserve
the integrity and unity of the
country is through a strong and
unified military. Therefore, for
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military personnel to effectively
fulfill their national defence
responsibilities, maintaining
strong unity both within and
outside the military is essential.
At a time when both domestic
and foreign destructive forces
are attacking us with various
tactics aimed at undermining
unity within the military, it is
crucial for us to maintain a strong
sense of unity and mutual support.

Since the duty of defending
the nation is a fundamental obli-
gation for every citizen, people
military service courses were
established. To date, Course
No. 6 has been successfully con-
ducted and completed. It is a
source of pride that the dedica-
ted citizens who have graduat-
ed from training and are serving
inbattalions/units have excelled
in their duties and have been
recognized with honorary titles
for their ability and courage,

awarded by the state.
Regarding health, it is crucial
for our military personnel to
maintain good physical well-
being. No matter how strong
their desire to fulfill their national
duties, they will be unable to
carry out their responsibilities
effectively if they are in poor
health. To stay healthy and
strong, we must live and eat in
adisciplined and proper manner.
The graduating people service
personnel were instructed to
continually practice and apply
the military skills acquired at
the training school. They are
encouraged to strive to become
good citizens and soldiers who
uphold the honor of the state,
the military, and their families.
Following the meeting, the
Vice-Senior General presented
honorariums to the people ser-
vice trainees and exchanged
friendly greetings. 100

Dabayin Township reaps more than 2,000 acres of black gram this year

DABAYIN December 28

Atotal of 2,084 acres of black
gram has been harvested in
Dabayin Township of Saga-
ing Region, according to YeU
District Agriculture Depart-
ment.

In 2024-2025 monsoon sea-
son, local authorities earmark-

ed 1,672 acres of black gram in
Dabayin Township but local
farmers planted 2,084 acres of
crops exceeding the target
cultivation. Local farmers star-
ted harvesting of black gram
in September this year, yield-
ing more than 18 baskets per
acre.

U Zaw Myint Tun, Head of
YeU District Department of
Agriculture stated: “Local
farmers planted 2,084 acres of
black gram in Dabayin Town-
ship. We helped them exceed
the target cultivation in addition
to necessary technology, tech-
niques for prevention of pests,

and quality strains of crops. So
far, they have harvested all
acres of black gram.”

This year, township officials
provided suitable strains of
crops, correct agricultural tech-
niques, prevention of pests and
making natural fertilizers for
local farmers.

Moreover, the relevant town-
ship Agriculture Department
cooperated with local far-
mers in boosting production of
crops with provisions of qua-
lity strains of crops and inputs
in addition to post-harvest tech-
nology.

SK

Farmers complete harvesting maize and corns in Kalay Township

KALAY December 28
Statistics of Kalay Township
Agriculture Department men-
tioned that a total 0of 21,524 acres
of maize and corns as monsoon
crops in Kalay Township of
Sagaing Region this year.
Local authorities earmarked
17,254 acres of maize and 6,028
acres of corns, totalling 23,282

acres in Kalay Township in
2024-2025 monsoon season. But,
local farmers have planted
16,572 acres of maize and 6,307
acres of corns, totalling 22,879
acres, against the target culti-
vation. They harvested 16,572
acres of maize, yielding 67.02
baskets per acre and 4,952 acres
of corns, yielding 15,000 pieces

of corns.

U Naing Tun Win, Head of
Kalay Township Department
of Agriculture said: “This year,
local farmers grew 22,879 acres
of maize and corns in Kalay
Township. So far, they have
harvested 21,524 acres of crops
with high yield of crops. We
helped local farmers thrive

crops and prevent pests with
agricultural techniques.”
This year, officials of the
Township Agriculture Depart-
ment conducted training cour-
ses for ensuring capacity enhan-
cement of staff members and
local farmers to grow maize and
corns in the township. More-
over, the department provided

techniques of prevention of pests
and making natural fertilizers
and pests.

In Kalay Township, maize
yielded 60 baskets per acre. It
needs to cost Ks-500,000 per
acre. Cornsyielded 15,000 pieces
of corns, costing Ks-500,000 per
acre.

SK

Plantation of dwarf coconut increases in this year

YANGON December 28

The number of new dwarf
coconut growers has expanded
and the market is expected
to be thriving again when the
harvest season falls.

“The number of dwarf coco-

nut growers has been large
recently. Plantations are located
mostly in Twantay and around
the Yangon-Mandalay Express-
way. The production will be
large over the next three years.
Now, it is the beginning of the

growing season. It is expected
that the market will be fine
again when fruits are produced
at the same time,” said a dwarf
coconut grower in Twantay
Township.

Including Twantay Township

and Yangon-Mandalay Express-
way, dwarf coconuts are grown
in Taikkyi and Hlegu townships
and some plantations even stre-
tch acreage of trees.

In April this year, raw dwarf
coconuts grown in Myanmar

were exported to Thailand,
according to coconut farms.
Dwarf coconut can be made
into finished products and the
domestic market is likely to
develop if packaging improves,
and raw materials produced
from the coconut can be used
in making jelly and juice.
SMK

Black gram plantation acres expand in this year

YANGON December 28

This year, black gram planta-
tion acres expanded, along
with an increase in black gram
farmers.

Farmers grew other beans
in addition to black gram in
previous years, but black gram
is the main crop this year.

Farmers in the whole western

Bago Region mainly grew black
gram this year.

“Black gram plantation acre
expanded this year. Farmers
grew other beans such as mung

bean, lablab bean, soybean and
eyebrow peas lastyear. Now, they
paused them but only in black
gram. Farmers in the whole
western Bago Region grewblack

gram alone this year,” said an
official from Naing Maha black
gram wholesale trading centre
in Letpadan Township.
Abnormal weather condi-
tions encouraged farmers to
restart black gram plantation,
he said. SMK
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Trump urges Supreme Court to delay TikTok ban

WASHINGTON December 28

U.S. President-elect Donald
Trump has urged the Supreme
Court to delay the TikTok ban
in order to allow time for a ne-
gotiated solution, according to
alegal document filed Friday.

The document was filed by
John Sauer, whom Trump nomi-
nated to serve as Solicitor Ge-
neral, a position typically res-
ponsible for representing the
U.S. government in appellate
courts such as the Supreme
Court.

The document states that
Trump opposes the immediate
ban of TikTok in the United
States and hopes to resolve the
issue through political means
after taking office. And Trump
is skilled in negotiation and has
the political will to reach a solu-

tion through talks, one that
would address the govern-
ment's national security concerns
while saving the platform.

Trump has recently sugges-
ted that he may allow TikTok
to continue operations in the
United States.

At an event hosted by the
conservative organization Tur-
ning Point USA in Phoenix,
Arizona, on Sunday, Trump said
that the popular video-sharing
app may have helped reach
some key voters in the presiden-
tial election, and expressed the
possibility of keeping TikTok
around "for a little while."

In April, U.S. President Joe
Biden enacted the law that
gives ByteDance only 270 days
to sell TikTok, citing unfounded
national security concerns. If

the company fails to comply,
the law will require app store
operators such as Apple and
Google to remove TikTok from
their platforms.

In May, TikTok sued the U.S.
government to block the poten-
tial ban, which has drawn wide-
spread criticism.

In early December, the U.S.
Court of Appeals in Washington,
D.C. dismissed TikTok's claim
that the ban is unconstitutional.

On December 16, TikTok and
its parent company ByteDance
asked the Supreme Court to
temporarily pause the law.
TikTok argued that the potential
ban would shutter one of Ame-
rica's most popular speech plat-
forms the day before a presiden-
tial inauguration, and "silence
the speech of Applicants and

the many Americans who use
the platform to communicate
about politics, commerce, arts,
and other matters of public con-
cern."

On December 18, the Supre-
me Court agreed to review a
request from TikTok and Byte
Dance to block the law.

Xinhua

Last major medical facility shuts down in northern Gaza
after Israeli attack - WHO

MOSCOW December 28

The last major medical faci-
lity in the northern Gaza Strip,
Kamal Adwan Hospital, has
ceased its operation after the
Israel Defence Forces’ IDF) raid
destroyed the key departments,
the World Health Organization
(WHO) said on Saturday.

"This morning’s [December
27] raid on Kamal Adwan Hospital
has put this last major health
facility in North #Gaza out of
service. Initial reports indicate
that some key departments
were severelyburnt and destroy-
ed during the raid," the WHO
said in a statement on X.

Atleast 60 health workers and
25 patients in critical condition,
including those on ventilators,
remain in the hospital, while
the patients in moderate to
severe condition were forced
to evacuate to the destroyed

Hospital, the statement read.
"WHO is deeply concerned for
their safety," the organization

This past Thursday, about 50
people were Kkilled in Israeli
strikes on a building near the
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Kamal Adwan Hospital in nor-
thern Gaza, Hussam Abu Safia,
the director of the hospital,
said. Sputnik

US, UKlintelligence services preparing terrorist attacks against

Russian military bases in Syria

MOSCOW December 28

The Russian foreign intelli-
gence service (SVR) stated that
the US and the UK intelligence
services are preparing terrorist
attacks against Russian military
bases in Syria.

Washington and London are
preparing terrorist attacks

against Russian military bases
in Syria, the press bureau of
the Russian Foreign Intelligence
Service has stated.

IS* field commanders have
received attack drones to carry
out attacks on Russian military
bases in Syria, according to the
SVR.

The outgoing US administra-
tion and the British leadership
want to prevent the stabilizat-
ion of the situation in Syria, the
press bureau of the Russian
Foreign Intelligence Service re-
ported.

"According to information
received by the SVR, the outgo-

ing US administration and the
British leadership, with the
overthrow of Syrian President
Bashar al-Assad, are aiming to
prevent the stabilization of the
situation in this country. More
broadly, they aim to maintain
a state of chaos in the Middle
East," the report says. Sputnik

19 Pakistani
soldiers, 3
Afghan civilians
killed in clashes
between Afghan,
Pakistani
border forces

KABUL December 28

Heavy clashes eruptedbetween
Afghan and Pakistani border
forces at border crossing points,
killing 19 Pakistani soldiers and
three Afghan civilians, local
media reported on Saturday.

The fierce clashes are ongoing
in eastern Afghanistan's Khost
and Paktia provinces bordering
Pakistan, TOLOnews reported,
quoting a source from the Mini-
stry of National Defence.

Afghan border forces have
set on fire several Pakistani
military posts in the Ali Shir
district of Khost province and
captured two Pakistani posts
in the Dand-e-Patan district of
Paktia province, it said.

Three Afghan civilians lost
their lives due to mortar shells
fired by Pakistani soldiers in
the Dand-e-Patan district, the
source added.

The clashes took place follow-
ing airstrikes carried out by
Pakistani troops in Paktika
province on Tuesday night that
killed 51 people, including women
and children.

Xinhua
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Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive
activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives

and property of innocent people.

Unit
19

SB > Present simple 0 do) with a future meaning
We use the present simple when we talk about timetables and programmes (for example, transport
or cinema times):
e I have to go. My train leaves at 11.30.
@ What time does the film start tonight?
@ The meeting is at nine o’clock tomorrow.
You can use the present simple to talk about people if their plans are fixed like a timetable:
e I start my new job on Monday.
@ What time do you finish work tomorrow?
But the continuous is more usual for other personal arrangements:
e What time are you meeting Kate tomorrow? (not do you meet)

Compare:

Present continuous Present simple
e What time are you arriving? e What time does the train arrive?
e I'm going to the cinema this evening. o The film starts at 8.15.

When you talk about appointments, lessons, exams etc., you can use I have or I've got:
e I have an exam next week. or I've got an exam next week.

(I’m going to — Units 20,23 will — Units 21-22  Present simple after when and if — Unit 25 )

1191 Ask Anna about her holiday plans.

ANNA

1 (where / go?) Where are you going? Scotland.
2 (NOW 10NZ / B0 fOI?) ... Ten days.
3 (WHen /1€aVE?) ... Next Friday.
4 (0 / AlONEY) ..oooveeeeeeeveeeveesseeesevees e No, with a friend.
5 ((ravel / DY CAT?)......evveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeseseeeeees e sssssseses e No, by train.
6 (WHeEre / Stay?) .....ccooeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeree et , In a hotel.
119:21] Complete the sentences.
1 Steve isn’t playing. (not / play) football on Saturday. He’s hurt his leg.
2 et tes (We / have) a party next week. We’ve invited all our friends.
B et nes (I/ not / work) tomorrow. It’s a public holiday.
Qoo (I/leave) now. I've come to say goodbye.
5 ‘What time ......c.ocoveeerereeeeceece e (you / go) out this evening?’ ‘Seven o’clock.’
B ettt ettt p s (Laura / not / come) to the party tomorrow. She isn’t well.
7I1ove New YOrK. ......ccocervrveceereieeeeieeee e (I/ go) there soon.
8 Ben can’t meet us on Monday. .........ccoceveveveeerereneneeeineneneennenes (He / work) late.

- Have you arranged to do anything at these times? Write sentences about yourself.

1 (this evening) I'm not doing anything this eVening. ...

2 (tomorrow morning) L sttt E AR bt e e b et s R st nanaene
3 (tomorrow evening) L ettt et R bR R bt e ARt et na R e st enenaene
4 (next Sunday) L ettt sttt et

5 (ANOther day OF tIME) oottt sttt nee Raymond Murphy
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»Account Transfer
» Mobile Topup (Phone Bill)

»Remittance
pCardless ATM Withdrawl

»Credit Card Payment

»Tax Payment
~(01) 2301421, 2317166 Phone No : (01) 2301367, 2301368, 2301452, 2301378






