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Potato from Shan State marketable in Maubln Townshlp |

MAUBIN January 6

“Potato which flows from Shan
State into the market in Maubin
Township of Ayeyawady Re-
gion is marketable,” said Daw
Ni Ni Win, the owner of foodstuff
trading wholesale centre in
Maubin Township.

Potato from Shan State re-
gularly flows into domestic
markets in Maubin Township
of Ayeyawady Region. Starting

from the second week of Novem-
ber, trading of these potatoes
have been notably booming
in Maubin Township, fetching
Ks-750,000 per 100 viss.

Daw Ni Ni Win, unveiled:
“This year, yield of potato in
Maubin Township is lesser.
So, prices of potatoes double
in Maubin Township rather
than last year. Potato fetched
Ks-350,000 per 100 viss in the

previous year but Ks-750,000
per 100 viss this year. At pre-
sent, trading of potato is good.
The market in trading of po-
tato is booming. Merchants
are trading some 100 viss of
potatoes daily.”

Thanks to good trading of
potato, local merchants and
those in trading chain are
convenient in their livelihoods.

SK

More than 97,000 acres of monsoon paddy
harvested in Myaungmya Township

MYAUNGMYA January 6

“A total 0of 97,542 acres of mon-
soon paddy has been harves-
ted in Myaungmya Township
of Ayeyawady Region,” said

Daw Khin Htay Myint, Head of
Myaungmya District Agriculture
Department.

Local authorities earmarked
cultivation of 165,738 acres of

monsoon paddy this year but
local farmers have so far harve-
sted 97,542 acres of paddy
against the target cultivation.

Daw Khin Htay Myint said:

“Local farmers have harvested
97,542 acres of monsoon paddy
against the target of 165,738
acres. Our department helped
local farmers meet the target
cultivation.”

Paddy yields 98.13 baskets
per acre. Local farmers culti-
vated Theehtetyin, Thai Baygya,
GW-1, GW-11 and other paddy st
rains. SMK

Kyaukmyaung Sub-Township grows over 13,000 acres
of winter sesame

KYAUNGMYAUNG January 6

Atotal 0f 13,115 acres of winter
sesame have been planted this
year in Kyaungmyaung Sub-
Township, Shwebo District,
Sagaing Region, according to
the Department of Agriculture
for Kyaungmyaung Sub-Town-
ship.

During the 2024-2025 winter
crops planting season, 13,125
acres of winter sesame are pla-
nned to be planted in Kyaung-
myaung Sub-Townshipm, and
13,115 acres have been planted
since October of this year.

“Sesame cultivation has im-

proved year by year. Sesame
is planted in the winter rather
than in the rainy season. As an
oilseed crop, it is in a successful
position,” said Daw Khin Win,
head of the Department of
Agriculture for Kyaungmyaung
Sub-Township.

This year, the township De-
partment of Agriculture is pro-
viding knowledge to the winter
sesame growers in Kyaung-
myaung Sub-Township to expand
sesame cultivation, to plant
using GAP methods, to plant
good varieties, and to plant
varieties with good yield. SK

Taninthayi Region’s bamboo jelly gains popularity and sales

MYEIK January 6

According to Myeik local food
sellers, bamboo jelly, which is
anatural food originating from
Taninthayi Region, has become
popular and sales have been
good.

It has become popular in
Yangon Region and is said to
be beneficial to health, so orders
from all over the area have in-

creased.

“The best-selling product
right now is bamboo jelly. It is
made from short bamboo dur-
ing the rainy season. Drinking
it as a cold is good for the kid-
neys. It cools the heart. Many
people order it as they like it.
Locals also order it. This pro-
duct is not available in Decem-
ber. Its production started in

June. Itis like ajelly. It is bene-
ficial to health. Itis not even as
hard as jelly, but softer. Many
people in Yangon now know
about it,” said an official from
the Shwelet Myeik food trading
in Kyaukmyaung.

With ajelly-like or edible bird’s
nest-like texture and a strong
aroma of green bamboo, it is
commonly used by Myeik locals

to serve guests cold drinks.
“It can be stored in the re-
frigerator for about a month.
Its taste has a slight bamboo
smell. You can mix it with milk
and sugar, or lemon and sugar.
The price is cheap. Everyone
can afford it. It costs only five
thousand kyats for a one-litre
bottle,” he explained.
SMK

More than

1,900 acres of
croplands

placed under
sunflower in
Kanbalu Township

KANBALU January 6

According to the statistics of
Kanbalu Township Department
of Agriculture, atotal of 1,927
acres of sunflower has been
planted in Kanbalu Township
of Sagaing Region.

In 2024-2025 cold season,
Kanbalu Township earmarked
3,044 acres of sunflower; a total of
1,927 of which has been planted.

U Myo Zaw, Head of Kanbalu
Township Agriculture Depart-
ment clarified: “Local authorities
earmarked cultivation of more
than 3,000 acres of sunflower in
the township but farmers have
so far planted over 1,000 acres
of crops. They are trying hard
to meet the target cultivation.
Growing sunflower aims to
reduce import of cooking oil
abroad. Oil product of sunflower
is larger than groundnut and
sesame. Local farmers prefer
to grow sunflower in winter ra-
ther than monsoon.”

Officials of Kanbalu Township
Agriculture Department raise
momentum of training courses
to improve capacity of local far-
mers and agricultural staff in
growing sunflower and expand-
ing sown acreage of crops.

This year, township authorities
arrange sale of quality seeds and
urea fertilizers to local farmers
at fair prices.

SMK
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Over 1,600 industries registered in the current financial year

YANGON January 6

Atotal of 1,607 industries have
been registered with the Small-
Scale Industries Department
under the Ministry of Coopera-
tives and Rural Development
at the current financial year
2024-2025 beginning 1 April.

Registered small-scale indus-
tries are classified into 13 busi-
ness types including food, gar-
ment, consumer goods, house-
hold goods, printing, mineral,
agriculture and equipment-rela-
ted businesses.

The government supports
the small-scale manufacturing
sector through various initia-
tives and relevant laws in each
region and state. Laboratories
are also set up to ensure food
safety and product quality.

Registration can be proce-
ssed in Nay Pyi Taw Union Te-

rritory, regions and states. Five
licensed-size photos, three co-
pies of the citizenship scrutiny
card,ward administrator’s reco-

mmendation, six samples labe-
lling ingredients, manufactur-
ing date and expiration date to
undertake laboratory tests for

food, cosmetic and consumer
goods and an application form
are required.

SK

Merchants supply 85,000 viss of eel to Yangon market

BOGALE January 6

“Local merchants from Bogale
Township in Ayeyawady Region
sent 85,000 viss of eel to Yangon
market,” said Daw Aye Win, the
owner of fishery product trading
centre in Bogale Township.

Daw Aye Win commented:
“Demand is notably high to
purchase eel from Bogale. As
export of eel resumes, high
demand from abroad pushes
eel trading in the market. In a
month of October, merchants

sent 85,000 viss of eel to Yangon
market. They focus on sending
eels to Yangon market only.
Thanks to high demand of
stock, those in production chain
of eel are convenient in their
livelihoods.”

Fishery entrepreneurs from
Bogale Township send fishery
products to Yangon market
only. Again, Yangon market
distributes fishery products
including eel to China, Thailand
and Singapore. SMK

Over 75,000 acres of monsoon paddy reaped in Mudon Township

MUDON January 6

Over 75,000 acres of monsoon
paddy were reaped in Mudon
Township of Mon State, accord-
ing to the Township Agriculture
Department.

In order to achieve high yield,
local farmers have earmarked
to plant 75,000 acres of paddy
this monsoon season by using
agricultural water through a
network of canals and ditches

from the dam in 2024-2025
Fiscal year, and exceeding the
planting target.

Monsoon paddy has been
harvested in Mudon Township
since the first week of November

this year to plant winter crops
on time. As of December, all
monsoon rice in the Township
has been reaped, yielding
5,210,408 baskets of rice.
SMK

Betel leaves in high demand at domestic market in Bogale

Township

BOGALE January 6

“Currently, betel leaves from
Bogale Township of Ayeyawady
Region is in high demand with
good trading,” said Daw Thuza,
the owner of betel leave who-
lesale centre in Bogale Town-
ship.

Demand is high in purchase

of betel leaves in Bogale Town-
ship from the first week to date.
So, merchants sell 1,000 viss
of betel leaves per day in the
domestic market.

Daw Thuza disclosed: “Now,
betel leaves are in high trading
in the township. The leave fet-
ches Ks-25,000 per viss. Betel

leave trading is high due to de-
mands from domestic market
and Mawlamyinegyun Town-
ship as well as other regions.
Traders ship betel leaves to
the customers but they do not
have any difficulties in trading.”

Betelleave merchants in Bo-
gale Township are selling and

dispatching the leaves in syste-
matic packaging to the market.
Thanks to booming demand of
the leaves, local growers and
merchants as well as others in
production and trading chains
are convenient in their liveli-
hoods.

SK
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150,000
mangrove
trees
planted

in Pyapon,
Bogale
Township

PYAPON January 6

According to UN-Habitat,
the organization has planted
150,000 mangrove trees in
Pyapon and Bogale townships
in the Ayeyawady Region, with
the participation of local com-
munities.

By the end of the 2024 rainy
season, 75 acres of mangrove
trees, comprising over 80,000
trees, were planted in Pyapon
Township, while 50 acres, with
more than 60,000 trees, were
planted in Bogale Township. The
planting was supported by the
European Union in Myanmar
and carried out by UN-Habitat,
with community involvement,
according to U Win Naing, the
local coordinator.

“We want to preserve the
area, so we planted the trees
in a community forest. The
locals are the primary ones
responsible for conservation.
We provide them with training.
In the past, before these forests
were depleted, the locals were
the only ones who benefited
from them. Now, we are doing
this so they can take respon-
sibility and enjoy the benefits.
These activities are not enough,
so we will continue to expand
and plant more,” said U Win
Naing.

Mangrove forests help deve-
lop fish resources, support live-
lihoods, and mitigate natural
disasters. Despite challenges
posed by local people, such as
expanding farms, cutting fire-
wood, and burning charcoal,
authorities are continuously pro-
viding locals with training and
technology, and are working
together with the community to
solve problems related to long-
term conservation and mixed
forest management.

SK
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40 million could die from antibiotic resistance

LONDON January 6

Antimicrobial resistance could
claim 40 million lives by 2050
if left unchecked, UK Special
Envoy on AMR and England’s
former chief medical officer,
Sally Davies, told the Observer
on Sunday.

Antimicrobial resistance(AMR)
occurs when bacteria, viruses
and other types of germs become
stronger than the medications
used to treat them - creating so-
called “superbugs.”As aresult,
targeted infections become
difficult or impossible to treat.

Speaking to the Observer,

Davies describedAMR as a gro-
wing “antibiotic emergency”
that threatens routine medical
procedures like surgery and
childbirth, and which could
become life-threatening.
AMR is responsible for app-
roximately one million deaths
annually, but that figure is set
to double by 2050, according to
Davies. Older populations are
particularly vulnerable, with
mortality rates for people over
70 increasing by 80 percent
since 1990, she added.
Despite efforts to limit anti-
biotic prescriptions and misuse,

about 70 percent of all existing
antibiotics are used in livestock
globally, creating reservoirs of
resistant bacteria.

“We’re essentially throwing
antibiotics at cows and chickens
and sheep as cheap alternatives
to giving them growth promo-
ters or prophylactics to prevent
the spread of disease,” Davies
said. “Ifyou’ve got intensive far-
ming where a lot of antibiotics
are used or a busy hospital that
has a poor sewage system,
resistant bacteria can get into
waterways.”

The bacteria evolve quickly,

p—

40 million{could'die from'antibiotic'resistance:

multiplying every 20 minutes,
and can travel via winds and
rain, further complicating con-
tainment. “They also mutate a
great deal, and ifthey do soin the

2

presence of antibiotics and that

mutation protects them, these

strains will multiply,”Davies

explained to the Observer.
RT

Nearly 50 people killed in Gaza Strip due to Israeli
strikes in past day - Health Ministry

CAIRO January 6

Atleast 49 people have been
killed, and 75 injured in Israeli
attacks on the Gaza Strip over
the past day, the Gaza Strip's
Health Ministry said on Mon-
day.

"Over the last 24 hours, the
Israeli occupation carried out
three mass Killings of families
in the Gaza Strip. Hospitals
received 49 fatalities and 75
injured individuals," the state-
ment read.

Overall, since the escalation
of the conflict in October 2023,

bre,

Nearly 50 People Killed in Gaza Strip Due to Israeli Strikes in Past Day.

the death toll in the Gaza Strip
has risen to 45,854, with more

than 109,000 people wounded,
the ministry added.

On October 7,2023, Israel was
subjected to an unprecedented
rocket attack from the Gaza
Strip. In addition, fighters of
Palestinian movement Hamas
infiltrated the border areas,
opened fire on the military and
civilians and took hostages.
Israeli authorities say that
about 1,200 people were killed
during the raid. In response,
the Israel Defense Forces laun-
ched Operation Iron Swords
in Gaza and announced a com-
plete blockade of the enclave.

Sputnik

Five of family die of suffocation in Indian-controlled

Kashmir

NEW DELHI January 6
Five members of a family,
including a couple and three
children, were Killed due to
suffocation in Indian-controlled
Kashmir, police said Monday.
The family members were

found dead Sunday night inside
their rented accommodation in
Pandrathan area of Srinagar
city, the summer capital of
Indian-controlled Kashmir.
Police have registered a case
and ordered an investigation

into the deaths.

"There is a possibility that
the family might have been
ex-posed to a dangerous combi-
nation of heating devices and
improper ventilation during
the cold winter night," the offi-

cial said. "A forensic experts
team had also arrived at the
spot to collect the samples for
investigation."
Police have sent the bodies
for post-mortem.
Xinhua

Sixth death confirmed in car-ramming attack at

German Christ

BERLIN January 6

A sixth victim has died from
injuries sustained in the car-
ramming attack at a Christmas
market in Magdeburg in late
December, local authorities
said on Monday.

The 52-year-old woman su-
ccumbed to her injuries in hos-
pital, according to the public pro-

secutor's office in Naumburg,
Saxony-Anhalt, where Mag-
deburg is the capital.

The attack occurred on Dec.
20, when a 50-year-old man
drove a car into crowds at the
market. The incident has so far
claimed the lives of a 9-year-
old boy and five women aged
between 45 and 75. At least 299

'mas market

people were injured.

The suspect, a doctor ori-
ginally from Saudi Arabia,
remains in custody.

According to the German
news agency dpa, he had been
involved in seven prior police
investigations between April
2023 and October 2024.

Investigations into the attack

are ongoing.

Authorities are assessing
the suspect's mental state, and
the Naumburg Public Pro-
secutor's Office said an expert
evaluation will be commissi-
oned to determine his mental
health and level of culpabi-
lity.

Xinhua

Russia foils
Ukraine’s
drone
attack on
Zaporozhye
Nuclear
Power Plant

MOSCOW January 6

The Ukrainian military laun-
ched drones at the Zaporozhye
nuclear power plant and the
city of Energodar on January
5, but the attack was thwarted,
the Russian Defence Ministry
said on Monday.

"On January 5, the Ukrainian
armed forces attempted yet
another attack on the nuclear
power station and the city of
Energodar in the Zaporozhye
Region using eight airplane-
type combat drones," the mini-
stry said.

"All drones were destroyed
by air defences. During fall one
of them exploded and caused
a fire on the roof of a training
center at the ZNPPB" it added.

The ministry believes that
the goal behind Ukraine's per-
sistent attacks on ZNPP is to
provoke a man-made disaster.

The attempted attack left no
casualties, damage or abnor-
mal radiation levels, and the
plant continues to function as
usual, the statement read.

Sputnik
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Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

and property of innocent people.

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives

Does fast charging damage EV batteries? Your guide on how to charge your
electric car efficiently

-y

Degrading batteries thro-
ugh frequent fast charging is
a concern for new EV owners
but there are alot of factors that
determine if it's bad for the
battery or not.

Welcome to The Switch, Eu-
ronewsNext's new mobility
series for people considering
making the switch to an EV.

As the pace of electrification
quickens amid a growing cli-
mate crisis and an uncertain
economic outlook, we'll be your
companion as you make the
transition from your fossil-fuell-
ed car to electric.

Each week, we’ll offer guid-
ance and insights from industry
experts as well as aim to demys-
tify the process and dispel misi-
nformation.

For many, electric vehicles
(EVs) represent the future of
transportation and a means to
reduce emissions, but they have
also heralded a new lexicon of
maintenance concerns.

Chief among these conside-
rations is whether frequent use
of direct current (DC) fast char-
ging impacts the lifespan of EV
batteries.

While early industry wisdom
suggested that regular fast
charging might degrade batt-
ery capacity over time, recent
research is challenging this

assumption, particularly for
models equipped with advanced
battery management systems.
New findings on fast
charging's impact

In arecent study, Recurrent
researchers analysed data from
over 13,000 EVs to assess the
effects of frequent fast charging.

Contrary to laboratory predic-
tions, data from over 160,000
real-world charging events re-
vealed no significant difference
in battery range degradation
between Teslas that fast-charge
frequently and those that do so
sparingly.

However, the study primarily
includes data from newer vehi-
cles (2018 onwards, with most
from 2021 or later), covering
only about five to six years of
usage. Therefore, long-term
effects of fast charging remain
uncertain.

All lithium-ion batteries ex-
perience gradual range loss
over time, and Tesla’s batteries
- fast-charged or not - show
expected range degradation
regardless of charging habits.
Real-world range loss may vary
due to factors like terrain and
weather.

How modern EVs combat

battery degradation

The sophistication of battery
and thermal management

systems in EVs has evolved to
a point where many vehicles
can handle fast charging with-
out significant degradation.
Several factors contribute to
this resilience.

Firstly, advanced battery ma-
nagement system (BMS) tech-
nology monitors and adjusts
each cell’s voltage, current,
and temperature in real-time.

Through this constant obser-
vation, the BMS ensures these
parameters stay within safe
limits, preventing overheating
and overcharging. If tempera-
tures rise too high, the BMS
slows down charging or activa-
tes the cooling system to protect

battery health.

Heat is a battery’s enemy,
especially during high-speed
charging. Modern EVs use
thermal management systems
(TMS) - liquid cooling or even
air conditioning - to keep battery
cells at a stable temperature,
reducing the strain fast charging
can place on the battery.

Liquid cooling systems, for
example, allow cells to remain
at a safe temperature even
during extended fast-charging
sessions.

Working alongside BMSs,
TMSs enforce current limits
and mitigate risks like thermal
runaway, extending battery life,

and making fast charging both
safer and more efficient.

Battery chemistry is also hig-
hly influential. Different battery
chemistries exhibit varying
degrees of resilience under fast
charging conditions.

Lithium Iron Phosphate (LFP)
batteries, increasingly adopted
by Tesla and others, are particu-
larly robust under high charging
rates.

Ultimately, selecting the right
chemistry involves balancing
fast-charging capability, durabi-
lity, and energy density. The
focus is on developing batteries
that can handle higher power
inputs without degrading quickly;

while also being cost-effective
and environmentally friendly.
When fast charging can
stress EV batteries

While fast charging is generally
safe for most EVs, some condit-
ions may still pose risks to
battery longevity.

Charging in extreme tempe-
ratures - either very hot or very
cold conditions - can increase
battery stress, particularly if
the batteryisn’t preconditioned.
Data from Geotab shows that
fast charging in hot conditions
can accelerate battery degrada-
tion.

Batteries face more resista-
nce when charged from very

low or nearly full states, which
can contribute to degradation
so avoid fast charging when
your car battery is extremely
hot, freezing cold, or at a high
or low state of charge.

For this reason, many manu-
facturers recommend avoiding
fast charging when the battery
is almost empty or close to 100
percent.

High-mileage usage is also
a consideration. Vehicles un-
dergoing fast charging multiple
times daily over high mileage
may experience slightly more
wear, although the impact is
usually minimal if the BMS is
functioning well.

Consistently fast-charging
to 100 percent puts more strain
on the battery than stopping at
80 percent, as the final charging
stage tends to heat the cells
more. To maximise battery life-
span, many manufacturers
suggest limiting fast charging
to around 80 percent.

Preconditioning the battery
- heating or cooling it to an
optimal temperature before
charging - enables a gentler
charging process. Fast charg-
ing without preconditioning,
particularly in extreme tempe-
ratures, can be more harmful.

The future of fast charging

Recent studies suggest that
frequent fast charging may not
significantly degrade EV batte-
ries, challenging prior assump-
tions.

Today’s EVs are equipped
with advanced BMS, improved
thermal management, and
resilient chemistries like LFP
to combat degradation.

Ultra-fast chargers, soon
exceeding 350 kW, could cut
charging times dramatically,
reaching 80 percent in as little
as 15 minutes.

Euronews
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