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Yangon Port handles 633 contalner vessels in 2024

YANGON January 8

Atotal of 633 container vessels
docked at the Yangon Port in
2024, the Myanma Port Authority
announced.

The arrival of the container
vessels rose in 2024 compared
to 629 vessels in 2023.

Myanma Port Authority stated
that 49 vessels in January, 53
in February, 55 in March, 50 in
April, 52 in May, 50 each in June,
July and August, 55 in Septem-
ber, 52 in October, 57 in Novem-
ber and 60 in December 2024
arrived at Yangon Port.

Following the draft extension,
international ocean liners can
now access the inner port,
according to the Myanma Port

Authority’s statement on 22
June 2022.

After the new navigation chan-
nel (Kings Bank Channel) access-
ing the inner Yangon River had
been found, the draft extension
work was accelerated. After that,
the port can now handle larger
ships. The container vessel MV
SITC Zhaoming (185.99 metres
LOA, 35.25 metres Beam, 29,232
GRT and 2,698 TEU) of Hong
Kong-based SITC Shipping
Line docked at Asia World Port
Terminal for the first time on
22 June, which is the largest
ship that AWPT Port handled.

From May 2021, the arrival
of the ships at terminals in
Yangon has increased again.

ZXE

Three new container vessels
by Maersk Line Myanmar
(SealLand Maersk) started to
run to fulfil the seaborne trade

requirements in 2021. Earlier,
the larger ships had draft
problems preventing sailing
on the Yangon River. With the

draft being extended up to 10

meters, the larger ocean liners

can enter the Thilawa Port.
SMK

Yekyi Township sends
550,000 pieces of dragon
fruits to Yangon market

YEKYI January 8

Local farmers and business-
persons from Yekyi Township
of Ayeyawady Region shipp-
ed 550,000 pieces of dragon
fruits to Yangon market said
Daw Cherry, the owner of fruit
wholesale centre in Yekyi Town-
ship.

They sent 450,000 pieces of
dragon fruits in October, com-
pared to 550,000 pieces of fruits
in November. Local farmers
grow dragon fruit plants in
organic techniques.

Daw Cherry disclosed: “Far-
mers and traders dispatched

alarge number of dragon fruits
to Yangon market in November.
The fruits from Yekyi Town-
ship are quality, attracting
customers and consumers.
Now, the fruits can be plucked
at the farms in Yekyi Township.
So, farmers send their fruits to
Yangon market.”

Dragon fruit fetches Ks-1,000
to Ks-2,200 at the domestic
market, depending on sizes
and quality. Thanks to high de-
mand of the fruit from Yangon
market, those in production
chain can earn increased in-
comes for their families. SK

Kawlin District finishes harvest of
more than 28,000 acres of monsoon paddy

KAWLIN January 8

According to the statistics
of Kawlin District Agriculture
Department, a total of 28,969
acres of monsoon paddy has
been harvested in the district
of Sagaing Region.

Local farmers planted 192,673
acres of monsoon paddy in
monsoon this year. They start-
ed harvest of crops in October.
So far, they have harvested
26,465 acres of monsoon paddy
in Kawlin Township and 2,504
acres in Pinlebu Township,
totalling 28,969 acres, yielding
78.52 baskets per acre.

U Thein Win, Head of Kawlin
District Agriculture Depart-
ment commented: “This year,
local farmers have planted
more than 190,000 acres of
monsoon paddy in the district.
Now, they are harvesting paddy.
So far, they have reaped more
than 28,000 acres of paddy plan-
tations. Officials of the District
Agriculture Department made
field trips to paddy fields for
cultivation of monsoon paddy
in time.”

This year, officials of relevant
township Agriculture Depart-
ment cooperate with local far-

mers in growing paddy without
difficulties.

In Kawlin District, officials
share agricultural techniques,
prevention of pests and mini-
mizing loss and waste of crops
and keeping crops under shelter
in time with local farmers.

Moreover, staff members of
the relevant Township Agricul-
ture Department help local
farmers select quality strains
of crops, conduct surveillance
against pests, weed the crop
plantations and removed diff-
erent strains of crops to boost
per-acre yield of crops. SK

Plan underway to grow more than
700 acres of Bocate bean in Ngayokkaung

NGAYOKKAUNG January 8

Local farmers decided to
grow 716 acres of Bocate bean
in Ngayokkaung of Ngaputaw
Township in Ayeyawady Region
this winter, said U Hsan Win,
Head of Ngaputaw Township
Agriculture Department.

The town of Ngayokkaung
earmarked 716 acres of Bocate
bean this cold season and local
farmers will grow the bean in
the first week of December.

Officials of Agriculture Depart-
ment, Agricultural Mechani-
zation Department and local
authorities are joining hands in
providing aid for local famers
to grow the bean meeting the
target.

U Hsan Win disclosed: “Far-
mers in Ngayokkaung will
grow more than 700 acres of
Bcate bean. Officials from
relevant department help local
farmers select quality strains

of crops and prevent pests
to increase per-acre yield of
crop.”

Officials of the Township
Agriculture Department raise
farmer awareness to grow the
bean meeting the target culti-
vation with higher per-acre
yield, use of fertilizers, pestsand
germicides as well as natural
fertilizers in addition to use of
quality seeds of crops.

SMK
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Myaung Township completes cultivation of sunflower on
more than 8,000 acres of croplands

MYAUNG January 8

Statistics of Sagaing District
Agriculture Department stat-
ed that a total of 8,917 acres of
sunflower has been planted in
Myaung Township of Sagaing
Region this year.

Local farmers started cultiva-
tion of 8,917 acres of sunflower
againstthe target of 12,988 acres
earmarked by local authorit-
ies.

Daw Thida Lwin, Head of
Sagaing District Agriculture
Department explained: “Autho-
rities earmarked cultivation of

more than 12,000 acres of sun-
flower in Myaung Township this
cold season but local farmers
planted more than 8,000 acres
of crops against the target.
Agricultural officials help local
farmers meet the target culti-
vation. Cultivation of sunflower
aimsto reduce import of cooking
oil.”

Officials of the Township
Agriculture Department con-
ducttraining courses for agricul-
tural staff and local farmers to
enhance their capacity to grow
sunflower in the township with-

il *f) h )

out any difficulties.

This year, Township Agricul-
ture Department arranges pro-
vision of quality seeds of sun-

A

flower to local farmers, sale of
urea fertilizer at fair prices,
and exchange of quality seeds
among farmers. SK

White sweet potato from Shan State popular
in the domestic market

YANGON January 8

According to traders from
Taunggyi Township, Korean
sweet potato (white sweet po-
tato) has been popular recently
in the domestic market and
most orders are placed from
Yangon Region.

Mainly grown in Hopong, it

is a Korean species sweet potato
and itis softer than yellow sweet
potato and purple sweet potato.

“It is a Korean species. It is
mainly grown in Hopong. In
last year, the plantation of the
Korean sweet potato wasn’t
much as large as yellow and
purple sweet potatoes, and

wasn't popular much. But, the
price is higher than yellow
and purple sweet potatoes.
Yangon is the top among our
customers. Now, it has been
more popular in the market
and the number of consumers
has also risen,” said Ma Sandi
Tayar, a vegetables and fruits

retail and wholesale distributor
from Taunggyi Township.
Last November, local species
sweet potatoes received orders
from Tachilek, Myeik and Bago
and compared to yellow sweet
potato, purple sweet potato
trade increased as it is mainly
used in making snacks.  SK

Kyaukmyaung Sub-Township finishes cultivation of
more than 11,000 acres of peanut

KYAUKMYAUNG January 8

Atotal of 11,001 acres of pea-
nut has been planted in Kyauk-

myaung Sub Townshlp in Saga-
ing Region, according to the
statistics of Kyaukmyaung Sub-

Township Agriculture Depart-
ment.

Starting from October this
year, local farmers planted
11,001 acres of peanutin the sub-
township meeting the target
of the crops.

Daw Khin Win, Head of
Kyaukmyaung Sub-Township
Agriculture Department ex-
plained: “This winter, local
authorities have earmarked
cultivation of 11,012 acres of
peanut in the sub-township but
local farmers have planted
11,001 acres of crops against the
target of cultivation. Peanut plan-

tations are thriving in the sub-
township. Sown acreage of the
crops is on the rise year by
year.”

In the sub-township, farmers
need to use 1.5 baskets of seeds
for cultivation of peanut with
spending Ks-200,000 for seeds,
labour charge, fertilizers and
pesticides. The crop yields
more than 50 baskets of peanut
per acre.

This year, agricultural staff
members helped local farmers
thrive crops, prevent pests and
boost per-acre yield of crops.

SMK

More than 40,000 acres of winter sesame planted in Sagaing Township

SAGAING January 8

Atotal of 40,240 acres of crop-
lands have been placed under
winter sesame in Sagaing
Township of Sagaing Region,
according to the statistics of
Sagaing Township Agriculture
Department.

In 2024-2025 winter season,
local authorities set a plan to
grow 40,351 acres of sesame but

local farmer have so far planted
40,240 acres of sesame against
the target of cultivation.

U Myo Thant Aung, Head of
Sagaing Township Agriculture
Department commented: “Town-
ship officials earmarked culti-
vation of 40,351 acres of winter
sesame this year but farmers
have so far planted 40,240 acres
of crops against the target.

They are trying hard to meet
the target cultivation. Sown
acreage of sesameison therise
yearly. The oil crop plantations
are thriving in the township.”

Thisyear, officials of the Town-
ship Agriculture Department
assist in cultivation of sesame
on the expanded sown acreage
and growing of crops with GAP
system and use of quality strains

of crops for boosting per-acre
yield.

The crops planted in GAP
system can secure hoosting
per-acre yield more than other
crops planted in conventional
methods. Moreover, the formers
can grasp market shares at
home and abroad. Consequently,
farmers can earn increased
incomes from the corps.SMK
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Ngwetaung
Beach
welcome
over 44,000
travellers in
this past
month

NGAPUTAW January 8

Ngwetaung Beach, located
in Hainggyikyun, Ngaputaw
Township, Ayeyawady Region,
welcomed over 44,355 travellers
in December 2024, as tourists
have been visiting the beach
year-round to relax and unwind,
according to the Myanmar Tou-
rism Entrepreneurs Association
(Ngwetaung Beach).

The Ngwetaung Beach, situat-
ed near the prominent Maw-
tinsun Pagoda, is a popular de-
stination for domestic tourists
through-out the year. Most visi-
tors come from Yangon Region
and Nay Pyi Taw Union Terri-
tory.

Daw Ni Ni Mar, an executive
of the Myanmar Tourism Entre-
preneurs Association (Ngwe-
taung Beach), stated, “In 2024,
Ngwetaung Beach saw 35,455
visitors in January, 36,555 in
February, and 38,955 in March.
The numbers peaked in April
with 48,955 visitors, followed by
54,555 in May.

During the rainy season,
there were 17,455 visitors in
June, 15,455 in July, and 14,155
in August. In September, the
figure rose to 17,566, followed by
21,155 in October, and 34,455 in
November. The beach remains
a year-round destination for
domestic tourists seeking
relaxation.”

To ensure visitors enjoy a
safe and pleasant experience,
the Ngwetaung Beach offers
a range of services, includ-
ing bicycle rentals, motorboat
trips, and horseback riding.
Local markets provide regio-
nal delicacies, souvenirs, and
handicrafts for visitors to pur-
chase.

SK
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Israeli Defence Ministry announces
US$-275MIn contracts inked with
Elbit Systems

Israelijpefence]MinistryfannouncesiUS$275Minlcontractslinkediwith|ElbitiSystemsH

MOSCOW January 8

The Israeli Defence Ministry
said it signed two contracts
worth 1billion shekels (US$-274.2
million) with Israeli defence
firm Elbit System for the supply
of heavy air munitions and the
construction of a plant to pro-
duce raw materials supplied
to the country primarily from
abroad.

“The Israel Ministry of De-
fence (IMOD) announced today
(Tuesday) the signing of two

major defence capability agree-
ments with Elbit System, totaling
approximately NIS 1 Billion ...
Under the firstagreement, led by
IMOD'’s Defence Procurement
Directorate (DPD), Elbit Sys-
tems will supply the IMOD with
thousands of heavy air munit-
ions. The second agreement ...
includes establishing a national
raw materials plant to produce
raw materials that were sourced
mainly from abroad before the
war,” the ministry said in a

statement on Tuesday.
Israeli Defence Ministry
Director General Maj. Gen. Eyal
Zamir added that both agree-
ments will ensure industrial
independence in areas critical
to the operational sustainability
of the Israel Defence Forces
(IDF). He also added that the
“agreements will ensure sove-
reign capability in producing
bombs and munitions of all
types.”
Sputnik

9-1-2025 | @j&

Trump may declare nationwide
economic emergency to impose
tariffs on imported goods

MOSCOW January 8

US President-elect Donald
Trump may declare a national
economic emergency to intro-
duce import tariffs on both allies
and adversaries, CNN reported
on Wednesday, citing sources
familiar with the matter.

Trump is reportedly consi-
dering using the International
Economic Emergency Powers
Act (IEEPA) as it grants wide-
ranging jurisdiction over how
tariffs are implemented without

strict requirements to prove
that the tariffs are needed on
national security grounds.
IEEPA unilaterally autho-
rizes the president to manage
imports during a national
emergency, the broadcaster
reported. Trump used the
law during his first term to
threaten Mexico with steep
tariffs on all its imports if
it refused to curb illegal migrat-
ion to the US.
Sputnik

Lightning strikes kill 68 people in
Cambodia in 2024

PHNOM PENH January 8

Lightning strikes killed 68
people in Cambodia in 2024,
down 19 percent from 84 deaths
ayear earlier, adisaster control
spokesperson said on Wednes-
day.

Besides the fatalities, thun-
derbolts injured 55 others last
year, said Soth Kim Kolmony,

spokesperson for the National
Committee for Disaster Manage-
ment (NCDM).

“To avoid the dangers of ligh-
tning strikes, people, especially
those living in rural areas, should
stay in houses or shelters when
thereis stormor rain,” Kolmony
told Xinhua.

Lightning strikes often occur

during the rainy season from
May to October in the Southeast
Asian country.

In addition to the casualties
from lightning strikes, fires
had also killed 20 people, as
storms had claimed seven
lives in 2024, according to the
spokesperson.

Xinhua

Greece reports first
HMPYV case

ATHENS January 8

Greece has confirmed its first
case of Human Metapneumo-
virus (HMPV) in a 71-year-old
man, the national news agency
AMNA reported on Wednes-
day.

The patient, who had pneu-
monia and underlying health
conditions, is in intensive care
in Thessaloniki, a northern port
city. The National Public Health
Organization has advised me-

dical staff to follow COVID-19
protocols and maintain strict
hygiene measures.

Gkikas Magiorkinis, associate
professor of epidemiology at
the National and Kapodistrian
University of Athens, reassured
the public, saying thereisnoneed
to panic as HMPV is a known
virus that has circulated for
decades and is not considered
highly dangerous.

Xinhua

646 aftershocks detected after Xizang 6.8-magnitude quake

LHASA January 8

A total of 646 aftershocks have been detected as of Wednesday noon after a 6.8-magnitude earthquake jolted Dingri County in southwest China’s Xizang
Autonomous Region on Tuesday morning, the regional government said.
The largest aftershock had a magnitude of 4.4, and was about 18 kilometers from the epicenter, said Hong Li, head of the regional emergency management

department.

The earthquake has caused 126 deaths and injured another 188. Telecommunications, roads and power have been restored in the quake-hit region.

The Red Cross Society of China (RCSC) on Tuesday night allocated a second batch of relief supplies to the quake-affected areas, which comprised 4,300 items
such as cotton tents, quilts and folding beds.

More than 50 rescue workers were also sent to the areas by the RCSC, bringing along emergency sanitary toilets, catering vehicles and camper vehicles, among
other emergency response supplies.

Xinhua
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Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

and property of innocent people.

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives

New self-driving car launching in 2026 that aims to compete

with Tesla

- Shock chart reveals shocking slump in EV sales

A new self-driving car deve-
loped by Sony and Honda is set
to launch in 2026 that will take
aim at Elon Musk's Tesla.

The jointventure, Sony Honda
Mobility, unveiled Afeela at the
Consumer Electronics Show
(CES) in Las Vegas, which can
cruise through cities without a
human at the wheel.

The EV is available in two
trims: the US$-89,900 Afeela
1 Origin and the US$-102,900
Afeela 1 Signature.

They feature the same five
seats, four doors and high-
tech look, including a screen
just below the car's hood that
displays the weather and tells
passers-by to'have anice day:).

Both cars are equipped with
45 cameras and sensors, allow-
ing vehicles to see their sur-
roundings and collect informa-

tion for safe driving.

While the vehicles aim to
compete with Tesla, they are
compatible with the Tesla
Supercharging Network across
the US.

Preorders for the vehicles
were announced for California
with deliveries starting in 2026
for the Signature and 2027 for
Origin. Itisunclear when more
states will be allowed to claim
on.

To reveal the vehicle, chief
executive Yasuhide Mizuno
spoke into his phone ‘come on
out, Afeela’, which prompted
the car to emerge from behind
a curtain to gasps from the
crowd.

He also spoke into his cell-
phone to tell the car to return,
which it did after lighting up
its emergency indicators to
warn others it was reversing.

'Sony Honda Mobility strives
to evolve relationships with
people through intelligent
mobility and revolutionize
the travel experience,' said

Mizuno.

We are very pleased to unveil
AFEELA 1, developed for the
era of autonomous driving, at
CES 2025.

'AFEELA 1 can be called a

buddy, combining advanced
software with meticulously
refined hardware.

'We will meet our customers'

expectations by providing a
safe, secure, and comfortable
travel experience.'

It could become the second
semi-autonomous car available
to residents in California, after

Mercedes-Benz started to sell
one in 2023.

Both cars boast multiple feat-
ures, including voice-activated
driving,and anin-built Al engine
that 'proactively' talks to users
about their route.

This installs software enabl-
ing the vehicle to change lanes,
keep to its lane and watch-out
for pedestrians, but the driver
is still required to remain in
overall control and be ready to
intervene in case of a misstep.

Sony Honda Mobility stated
that the computing power pro-
vides assistance across all stages
of Perception, Prediction and
Planning.

And the cabins are designed
with the concept of 'Mobility
as a Creative Entertainment
Space.'

Each occupant can enjoy a
variety of apps and content pro-
vided by entertainment, uni-
gue sound system and displays
by seat.

The stereo systems also feat-
ure noise-canceling technology,

with speakers designed with
Sony’s 360 Spatial Sound Tech-
nologies.

Executives said it would also
have a range of 300 miles per
charge, above the average of
110 to 300 miles for EVs, accor-
ding to the US Department of
Transport.

For comparison, a conven-
tional car can travel around
400 miles on a full tank.

Afeelawasfirst touted at CES
in 2020 when it had the name
VISION-S before shifting mak-
ing the change in 2023.

The EVs come at a time of
slowing sales growth for the
electric cars industry, with
many consumers instead opting
for hybrid versions that run on
both electricity and gas.

Teslasaw quarterly EV sales
fall from a peak of 484,500 in
Q4 2023 to just 386,800 in the
first quarter of 2024, while
Volkswagen has been forced
to close three of its factories
for EVs amid lackluster sales.

Mail Online
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