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Merchants supply 76,000 viss of tllapla

PYAPON January 24

“Local merchants from Pyapon
Township of Ayeyawady Region
sold 76,000 viss of tilapia to Yan-
gon market,” said Daw Lei Lei,
the owner of fishery product
trading in Pyapon Township.

Fishery product trading com-
modity centres purchase marine
products from local fishermen
and systematically process
them before sending to Yangon
market.

Daw Lei Lei disclosed: “I em-
phasize sending of fishery
products to Yangon market
only. As demand is high at

domestic market to purchase
tilapia, I sold so many viss of
fish to Yangon market. Thanks
to high demand of fish from the
market, local merchants and
fishermen including those in
production chain are convenient
in their businesses.”

Local fishermen capture tila-
pia at natural water whereas
local fish farmers breed tilapia at
the fish farms on a commercial
scale. It needs to take about
three months for breeding
tilapia to adult as commercial
size.

SMK

to Yangon
i v '

market

More than 2,000 acres of long-
staple cotton harvested in
Pwintbyu Township

—"em%m-‘ O SO S _

PWINTBYU January 24

“Atotal of 2,457 acres of long-
staple cotton has been harvest-
ed in Pwintbyu Township of
Magway Region,” said Daw Moe
Moe Wai, Head of Pwintbyu
Township Department of Agri-
culture.

With the aim of increasing
incomes of local farmers and
promoting crop cultivation
capacity, local farmers planted
5,814 acres of long-staple cotton
in Pwinybyu Township. During
the period from the second
week of December to date, local
farmers have reaped 2,457 acres
of cotton in the township.

Daw Moe Moe Wai explained:
“As now is time to harvest long-
staple cotton in the township,
local farmers started harvest-
ing of crops in the second week
of December. So far, they have
harvested 2,457 acres of crops.
Farmers rely on cultivation of

long- staple cotton in the late
monsoon as it fetches good
prices in the domestic market.
Our department helped local
farmers to store cotton wool
with minimising loss and waste
and harvest the crops with post-
harvest technology as well as
systematic storage of crops not
to lose quality. In the township,
each acre of long-staple cotton
yields 529.85 viss of cotton wool.”
Moreover, officials of the
Township Department of Agri-
culture assist in selecting qua-
lity strains of crops suitable for
the region, using correct agri-
cultural techniques and preven-
ting pests for the local farmers.
Local farmers prefer to grow
long-staple cotton strains such
as Shwedaung-8 and Shwe-
daung-10 strains in monsoon.
This year’s yield of cotton wool

is larger than previous year.
SK

More than 1,000 acres of black gram
harvested in Shwebo District

SHWEBO January 24

Statistics of Shwebo District
Agriculture Department men-
tioned that a total of 1,012 acres
of black gram has been harvest-
ed in Shwebo District of Sagaing
Region.

Local farmers planted 1,012
acres of black gram this mon-
soon. They started harvesting
of the bean in August 2024. So
far, Shwebo Township harvest-
ed 967 acres of black gram and
Kyaukmyaung 45 acres, totalling
1,012 acres, yielding 18.49 baskets
per acre.

Daw Zar Zar Min, Assistant
Director of Shwebo District
Agriculture Department, ex-
plained: “Farmers planted 1,012
acres of black gram in monsoon.
Now, they have harvested
all sown acreage of black gram.
Our department helped them
meet the target cultivation
with necessary agricultural
technologies and prevention of
pests.”

This year; officials of relevant
Township Agriculture Depart-
ment raised farmer aware-
ness to choose quality strains

of black gram suitable for the
regions, use agricultural tech-
niques, fertilizers and pestici-
des for boosting per-acre yield
of crops.

Moreover; officials of relevant
township Agriculture Depart-
ments cooperate with local
farmers in selecting quality
strains of seeds, using agricul-
tural inputs and applying post-
harvest technology for boost-
ing per-acre yield of black
gram and keeping them under
shelter in time.

SK

Farmers finish harvesting maize and corns in

Kawlin District

KAWLIN January 24

According to the statistics of
Kawlin District Agriculture De-
partment, local farmers have so
far harvested 1,627 acres of
maize and corns in Kawlin Dis-
trict of Sagaing Region.

They planted 985 acres of
maize and corns in monsoon.
These monsoon crops were
harvested starting from August
this year. Maize yields 56.67
baskets per acre from 45 acres
of cropland and 15,000 pieces of
corns per acre from 1,582 acres
of croplands.

U Win Thein, Head of Kawlin
District Agriculture Depart-

ment clarified: “A total of 1,627
acres of maize and corns were
planted in the district last mon-
soon. So far, these plantations
have been harvested at a cent
per cent. We raised farmer awa-
reness to prevent pests to thrive
maize and corn plantations.”

In Kawlin District, local far-
mers have harvested 737 acres
of corns in Kawlin Township, 10
acres of maize and 591 acres of
corns in Wuntho Township and
35 acres of maize and 254 acres
of corns in Pinlebu Township
respectively.

This year, officials of relevant
Township Agriculture Depart-

ment conducted the training
courses for local farmers and
agricultural staff to enhance
their capacity for growing maize
and corns successfully with field
demonstration, prevention of
FAW and use of natural fertili-
zers and pests with the use of
domestic raw materials to cut
agricultural costs.

In the district, croplands yield
50 baskets per acre of maize.
Farmers need to cost Ks-500,000
per acre for growing maize.
Corns produce 15,000 pieces of
corns per acre. It costs more
than Ks-500,000 per acre for
cultivation. SMK
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More than 1,500 acres of chilli planted in Yinmabin District

YINMABIN January 24

Yinmabin District Depart-
ment of Agriculture stated that
atotal of 1,544 acres of chilli has
been planted as cold season
crops in Yinmabin District of
Sagaing Region.

Local authorities earmarked
1,585 acres of chilli in the district
but farmer grew 1,544 acres of
chilli—1,358 acres in Yinmabin
Township and 186 acres in
Pale Township, starting from
October 2024.

Daw Myat Moe Win, Head of
Yinmabin District Department
of Agriculture explained: “Far-
mers have so far planted 1,544
acres of chilli against the tar-
get of 1,585 acres in Yinmabin
District. They are trying hard

to meet the target cultivation.
Our department encourages
local farmers to grow chilli on
a commercial scale.”

In 2024-2025 cold season,
local authorities earmarked
1,131 acres of chilli in Yinmabin
Township, 229 acres in Kani
Township and 225 acres in
Pale Township, totalling 1,585
acres.

Officials from relevant Agri-
culture Departments help local
farmers apply agricultural
techniques, prevent pests and
improve fertile soil to boost
per-acre yield of chilli.

Farmers need to cost Ks-1.5
million per acre in growing
chilli on their own land but
Ks-2.5 million on rented land.

_.,,-,J_; -
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It is necessary to plunk chilli
fruits once every 15 days till

six months It ylelds 100 viss
of chilli per acre for the first

time, and then it increases to
400-500 viss per acre. SK

More than 4,000 acres of croplands placed under lablab bean

plantations

BUDALIN January 24
Atotal 0f 4,278 acres of lablab
bean has been planted in Budalin
Township of Sagaing Region,
according to Budalin Township
Department of Agriculture.
Local farmers have so far
grown 4,278 acres of lablab

bean against the target of 4,300
acres in Budalin Township in
2024-2025 cold season.

U Phyo Wai, Head of Budalin
Township Agriculture Depart-
ment commented: “Township
authorities earmarked culti-
vation of 4,300 acres of lablab

bean in the township. So far,
local farmers have planted
4,278 acres of crops. Our depart-
ment cooperates with local
farmers with provision of quality
strains of seeds, agricultural
inputs and post-harvest techno-

log},.”

Officials of the Township
Agriculture Department assist
local farmers in growing lablab
bean with expansion of sown
acreage, high yield strains
of crops, using GAP system
for boosting per-acre yield of
crops.

The crops planted in GAP
system can get higher quality
than ordinary crops, fetch high
prices and grasp market shares
athome and abroad. So, farmers
can enjoy higher incomes for
their families.

SMK

Farmers grow more than 1,200 acres of onion in Kalay Township

KALAY January 24

According to the statistics of
Kalay Township Department of
Agriculture, local farmers have
planted 1,279 acres of onion
in Kalay Township of Sagaing
Region.

They started cultivation of
onion on 1,279 acres of croplands
in October 2024 against the
target of 2,319 acres of on in
2024-2025 cultivation season.

U Naing Tun Win, Head of
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Kalay Townshlp Agrlculture
Department, commented:
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“Local authorltles earmarked
cultivation of more than 2,000

acres of onion in Kalay Town-
ship but farmers have so far
planted more than 1,000 acres
of onion against the target
cultivation. Now, they are try-
ing hard to meet the target.
Our department helps local
farmers seek market linkages
for selling their crops.”
Officials of the Township Agri-
culture Department provide
techniques to preserve onion
for long term storage, grow

crops in GAP system and pro-
duce quality onion.

Farmers need to cost some
Ks-1.8 million per acre of grow-
ing onion, yielding some 5,000
viss of onion per acre.

Onion is planted in Sagaing
Region. Of them, Monywa, Yin-
mabin, ChaungU, Shwebo and
Myinmu townships emphasize
cultivation of onion on vast areas
of croplands.

SMK

Myaung Township finishes cultivation of more than 2,000 acres of

green gram

MYAUNG January 24
Statistics of Sagaing District
Agriculture Department stat-
ed that a total of 2,187 acres of
green gram has been planted
in Myaung Township of Sagaing
Region this cold season.
Reportedly, local authorities
earmarked cultivation of 2,184

acres of green gram in the
township in 2024-2025 cold season
growing period but local far-
mers exceeded the target
cultivation with 2,187 acres of
crops.

Daw Thida Lwin, Head of
Sagaing District Agriculture
Department said: “Township

authorities set plans to grow
2,184 acres of green gram in
Myaung Township but farmers
planted 2,187 acres of crops.
They will expand sown acreage
of green gram in the township.
Our department helped local
farmers use quality seeds of
crops for boosting per-acre

yield of crops.”

The Township Agriculture
Department raises farmer
awareness to use quality seeds
of crops, use correct agricul-
tural techniques and prevent
pests in addition to systemati-
cally broadcast fertilizers for
high yield of crops.

Officials of the Township
Agriculture Department coo-
perate with local farmers to
boost production of crops
and provide quality seeds,
agricultural inputs and post-
harvest technology to local far-
mers.

SK
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Eight killed, 7 injured in massive explosion at ordnance
factory in India’s Maharashtra

NEWDELHI January 24

At least eight people were
killed and seven others injured
Friday in a massive explosion
inside an ordnance factory in
the western Indian state of
Maharashtra, local officials
said.

The blast took place around
10:30 a.m. local time at the
factory in Bhandara District,
about 830 km east of Mumbai,
the capital city of Maharashtra.
Firefighters rushed to the spot
to contain the situation.

The explosion caused the
roof of the factory to collapse

and trap the workers.

Authorities have brought in
an excavator to remove the
debris and look for the trapp-
ed ones. The injured were re-
moved to the hospital in ambu-
lances.

Reports said the sound of
the blast was heard in a five-
km radius.

Accidental explosions are
common in Indian factories as
owners and workers usually
ignore safety standards.

India’s Defence Minister Raj-
nath Singh expressed sadness
over the blast, offered condol-

o at—
Eight Killed 7 injured i
Maharashtra.-=
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ences to the families of the de-
ceased, and prayed for the quick
recovery of the injured.

“The rescue teams are de-
ployed at the site. All efforts are

RO s T

being made to provide assist-
ance to those who are affected,”
Singh in a brief statement post-
ed on social media said.
Xinhua

Hong Kong tourist killed by train while taking photos in
Japan’s Hokkaido

TOKYO January 24

A tourist from China’s Hong
Kong Special Administrative
Region (HKSAR) lost her life
in Japan’s Otaru, Hokkaido,
after being struck by a train
on Thursday.

According to Japanese media
reports, the accident occurred

at around 11:30 a.m. local time
near a railway crossing on the
JR Hakodate Line. The victim
was reportedly on the tracks
taking photos of the ocean
with her smartphone when
she was struck by a rapid Air-
port Express train traveling
from Otaru to New Chitose

Airport. She was rushed to the
hospital but was later pronoun-
ced dead.

The accident disrupted train
services for approximately an
hour and a half, affecting 19
trains.

The Chinese consulate gene-
ral in Sapporo confirmed that

it had immediately contacted
Japanese authorities to gather
details about the incident. The
consulate is closely monitoring
the situation and is in communi-
cation with relevant parties to
provide necessary assistance
to the victim’s family.

Xinhua

Air quality in Laos reaches unhealthy levels

4
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VIENTIANE January 24

Air pollution is affecting cities
across Laos, with PM 2.5 fine
particles reaching unhealthy
levels, according to a report
from the Ministry of Natural
Resources and Environment
on Friday.

The air quality index in Lao
capital Vientiane reached a
very unhealthy level, with PM
2.5 concentration hitting 152
micrograms per cubic meter,
exceeding the safety threshold
of 50 micrograms per cubic
meter, said the report.

The provinces of Vientiane,
Bolikhamxay, and Attapeu
witnessed an unhealthy level
of the PM 2.5 concentration
exceeding 96 micrograms per
cubic meter.

PM 2.5, the fine particulate
matter that causes smog, is
an air pollutant containing tiny
particles with a diameter of less
than 2.5 micrometers.

PM 2.5 can lodge in the lungs
and enter blood vessels, leading
to respiratory and cardiovascu-
lar disease.

Xinhua
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Israeli forces
to remain in
Lebanon after
withdrawal
deadline

JERUSALEM January 24

Israel will maintain forces in
southern Lebanon beyond the
Sunday deadline stipulated in
the ceasefire agreement with
Hezbollah, the office of Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
announced Friday.

The agreement, signed on
November 27, 2024, mandated
a complete Israeli withdrawal
from Lebanon within 60 days,
concluding this Sunday.

However, Netanyahu’s office
stated that Israel will not meet
this deadline, asserting that
the Lebanese military has not
yet established full control of
the region and that Hezbollah
forces have not fully withdrawn
north of the Litani River.

‘“As the Lebanese state has
not fully enforced the ceasefire
agreement, the gradual with-
drawal of Israeli troops will
continue,” the statement said,
indicating a phased withdrawal
rather than a complete pullout
by the deadline.

The Israel Defence Forces’
withdrawal is “contingent on
the deployment of the Lebanese
Army in southern Lebanon and
its effective enforcement of the
agreement, including Hezbol-
lah’s retreat beyond the Litani
River,” the statement added.

The decision has been coordi-
nated with the United States,
according to the statement.

A year of escalating cross-
border fire between Israel and
Hezbollah, following Hamas’s
October 7 attack on southern
Israel and Israel’s subsequent
retaliation in Gaza, culminated
in an Israeli ground invasion of
southern Lebanon in October
2024. Xinhua

Moscow’s air defence repels Ukrainian drone attacks

MOSCOW January 24

Moscow’s air defence sys-
tems were actively engaged in
repelling a wave of Ukrainian
drone attacks in the early hours
of Friday, Moscow Mayor Sergei
Sobyanin wrote on his Telegram
channel.

Drone attacks occurred in
multiple locations surrounding
Moscow;, including the Kolomna
and Ramensky urban districts,
southeast of the capital, where
air defense forces successfully
intercepted the drones, Sobyanin
wrote.

Preliminary reports indi-
cate no significant damage or
casualties from falling debris.
Emergency response teams
were immediately dispatch-
ed to the affected sites, he
wrote.

In the Podolsk urban district,

two additional drones were
shot down by air defense sys-
tems as they approached Mos-
cow. Russian forces also neu-
tralized a drone in the Troit-
sky Administrative District
and another in the Shchyolkovo
urban district of Moscow, accor-

ding to the mayor.

As a precautionary measure,
temporary restrictions on air-
craft arrivals and departures
were imposed at Moscow’s
Vnukovo, Domodedovo and
Zhukovsky airports.

Xinhua
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Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

and property of innocent people.

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives

‘Pickup truck in sky’: China’s giant drone passes key test with 2,200-pound cargo

The CH-YH1000, an innovative
transport drone developed by
Aerospace CH UAV Co. Ltd., re-
cently achieved a major mile-
stone by completing a full-load
taxiing test at Zhanghe Airport
in Jingmen, Hubei Province.

This test, conducted on Janu-
ary 19, 2025, showcased the
drone’s capabilities under real-
world conditions. Designed for
logistical transport, emergency
relief, and military support miss-
ions, the CH-YH1000 has been
dubbed a “pickup truck in the
air.” Itis poised to revolutionize
logistics for remote areas lacking
shipping infrastructure.

The taxiing test aimed to eva-
luate the drone’s critical systems,
including propulsion, brakes,
and low-speed maneuverability,
with a full load onboard.

The giant drone demonstrat-
ed stable performance, smooth
speed adjustments, and opera-
tional reliability, setting the
stage for its upcoming inaugu-
ral flight. Following this mile-

stone, the development team
announced plans to refine the
aircraft further before its first
takeoff.

Impressive capabilities for

diverse missions

The new transport aircraft
boasts a payload capacity of
2,200 pounds (1,000 kilograms),
making it a valuable asset for
both military and humanitarian
operations. Its efficient energy
consumption supports extend-
ed flight durations of over 10
hours, enabling it to complete
long-range missions.

With a maximum takeoff
weight of 5,070 pounds (2,300
kilograms), the drone reaches
speeds of up to 124 miles per
hour (200 km/h) and can operate
at altitudes of 26,247 feet (8,000
meters).

These specifications equip
the aircraft for operations in
challenging environments,
such as conflict zones or areas
affected by natural disasters.
Its ability to take off and land

on short runways and rugged
terrain provides unmatched
flexibility.

Whether delivering medical
supplies to disaster-stricken
regions or supporting military
logistics in remote locations,
this drone is engineered to
handle demanding tasks.

The drone’s development
reflects China’s broader efforts
to advance transport drone
technology as a cost-effective
solution for modernizing logist-
ics. By replacing conventional
vehicles in difficult or inacce-
ssible areas, drones like the CH-
YH1000 could transform supply
chain operations, especially in
regions with damaged infra-
structure.

A milestone in China’s
drone ambitions

The project was initiated in
March 2024, leveraging the ex-
tensive expertise of the Chinese
Academy of Aerospace and Aero-
dynamics in unmanned aircraft
technology.

The drone incorporates pro-
ven technologies and off-the-
shelf components to accelerate
its development. A prototype
was unveiled at the Zhuhai
Airshow in November 2024,
showcasing its potential to
the public.

The recent full-load taxiing
test represents a critical step
toward operational readiness.
By simulating real-world con-
ditions, the test ensured the
drone’s systems could handle
the rigors of takeoff, landing,
and in-flight operations. Engin-

ke Eiad s NV oy

eers are now focused on opti-
mizing its design for greater
stability and reliability ahead
of its maiden flight.

China’s advancements in un-
manned aerial technology are
positioning it as a global leader
in the rapidly expanding field
of drone logistics. The cargo
drone, with its heavy payload
capacity and versatility, exem-
plifies the potential of unmann-
ed transport aircraft to address
logistical challenges in both
civilian and military contexts.

IE

Scientists turn water into electricity to power new fire-detecting sensor

Researchers at the Chung-
Ang University in Korea have
developed a fire sensor that is
powered by hydrovoltaics (HV)
instead of batteries. Hydrovol-
taics, where electricity is gene-
rated due to the interaction of
water molecules with nano-
structured materials, is a cost-
effective and sustainable app-

roach to powering small devices,
a press release said.

Asthe world looks to transition
to sustainable and clean energy
approaches, there is also aneed
to overhaul energy systems
used in small devices. While
large wind and solar power
plants may power homes and
offices, we must find greener

ways to power smaller devices
like remote controls or electrical
Sensors.

Fire sensors are a major ex-
ample of those working indepen-
dently of the grid. Required to
operate even in case of power
outages, these sensors rely on
batteries. But they are also at
risk of exploding in case of a
fire. This is where an alternative
energy system such as hydro-
voltaics can help.

Hydrovoltaic-powered
fire sensor

Since an HV system draws
power from water and is par-
tially immersed in it, it is much
safer than batteries that can
explode during a fire. Addition-
ally, conventional fire sensor
systems are prone to false
alarms triggered by smoke
from cooking or dust.

On the other hand, an HV sys-
tem can use changes to water
flow caused by evaporation dur-
ingafire to deliver more accurate
responses. Yet, little research
has gone into powering fire
sensors with hydrovoltaics.

Aresearch team led by Byun-
gil Hwang, an associate pro-
fessor at the School of Integra-
tive Engineering at Chung-Ang
University in South Korea, deve-
loped a hydrovoltaic device that
works as a fire sensor and can
generate electricity.

How does it work?

A HV system uses a nanopo-
rous layer with a highly charged
surface that can attract protons
from the water. The attraction
of positively charged protons
with negatively charged nano-
structure surfaces forms an
electrical double layer (EDL).

Evaporation caused by the
fire acts as a driving force and
causes water to rise from the
immersed region of the layer
to the non-immersed region
through capillary action, gene-
rating asymmetry of proton
densities. This results in a poten-
tial difference, also known as
streaming potential, which can
be used to produce electricity.

In their device, the research
team at Chung-Ang University
used waste cotton, Triton-X, and
Ppy to make their nanoporous
layer, commonly known as CPT.
The CPT layer was placed in a
cylindrical tube with aluminum
electrodes at each end. Ppy is
black in color and enhances
light absorption, while Triton-X
helps induce a high surface
charge.

IE
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® Loans, Overdraft and Hire Purchase System
® Current Deposit Account ® Gift Cheque Services and Payment Order Services
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@ Call Deposit Account ® Mobile Banking Services and i Banking Services
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