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Prawns drive growing demand in local and foreign markets

kw;"f “‘ \)’""“f

NAY PYI TAW January 28

Myanmar is exporting more
prawns to both domestic and
international markets during
this year's fishing season,
according to U Aung Than Oo,
Vice Chairman of the Myanmar
Fisheries Federation (MFF).

In the past, domestic consum-
ption for saltwater prawns
was low and they were mainly
exported, but now the market
has changed and domestic
consumption has increased by
10 percent.

“During this year's fishing
season, the capture of prawns

is increasing and sales are
also increasing. In previous
years, 90 percent of our prawns
production was exported and
only 10 percent went to the local
market. This year, domestic
demand has increased by
more than 20 percent. Almost
80 percent are foreign exports.
In the past, prawns were expen-
sive so local people didn't eat
it much and there was no local
demand. Now, the market has
changed due to the fact that
it is convenient to buy at this
price level,” he said.

SK

Onion from Seikp;

MANDALAY January 28
“Onions produced from Seik-
pyu of Magway Region are in
high demand at Mandalay mar-
ket,” said Daw May The Swe,
the owner of onion and potato
brokerage in Mandalay.
Mandalay market is trading
onions from Seikpyu of Magway
Region in the last week of June.
Moreover, both domestic and
international markets offer
to purchase onions from Seik-

pyu.

“Merchants purchase onions
from Seikpyu at Mandalay mar-
ket at present. So, Seikpyu’s
onion is marketable in Manda-
lay,” she added.

Daw May The Swe continued,
“Onion from Seikpyu as well as
Taungtha and Pakokku flows
into Mandalay market on a daily
basis. At present, onion from
Seikpyu is top in trading at Man-
dalay market. Onion from Myin-
gyan and Taungtha are being
traded as normalcy”  SMK

Farmers plant more than 1,000 acres of onion in
Myaung Township

MYAUNG January 28
Statistics of Sagaing District
Agriculture Department stated
that a total of 1,757 acres of onion
has been planted in Myaung
Township of Sagaing Region.
In 2024-2025 cold season,
Myaung Township earmark-
Zed cultivation of 1,853 acres of

onion but local farmers have so
far planted 1,757 acres of onion
against the target cultivation.

Daw Thida Lwin, Head of Sa-
gaing District Agriculture De-
partment commented: “Local
farmers planted 1,757 acres of
onion against the target of 1,853
acres in Myaung Township this

cold season. They are trying to
meet the target cultivation of
crops. Our department helps
local farmers in creation of
market linkages to fetch good
prices in sales of onions.”
Myaung Township Depart-
ment of Agriculture manages
market linkages for local far-

mers to sell onion at higher
prices, store onions in preser-
vation techniques, and grow the
crops in GAP system so as to
produce quality crops.
Farmers need to cost some
Ks-1.8 million per acre of onion
and it yields 5,000 viss of onion
per acre. SK

YeU Township cultivates over 6,000 acres of winter lablab beans

YEU January 28

A total of 6,550 acres of lablab
beans have been planted in
YeU Township, YeU District,
Sagaing Region in this winter
crops planting season, accord-
ing to statistics from the De-
partment of Agriculture for
YeU District.

During the 2024-2025 winter
crops planting season, 6,059
acres of lablab beans are ear-
marked for cultivation and 6,559
acres oflablab beans have been
planted in YeU Township since
October last year.

“At present, we can grow
more than the designated acres

for lablab bean cultivation. We
are cooperating with farmers
to provide good seeds, inputs,
and late-harvest technology for
the good yield and quality of
lablabbeans,” said U Zaw Myint
Tun, head of the Department of
Agriculture for YeU District.
InYeU Township, the Township

Department of Agriculture is
conducting awareness activities
for the bean farmers to be able
to expand the acreage of lablab
beans, produce good yields, use
the GAP method, cultivate pure
varieties, and cultivate varieties
with good yields.

SK

Farmers plant
more than
33,000 acres of
groundnut in
Taze Township

TAZE January 28
Atotal of 33,156 acres of groun-
dnut has been grown in Taze
Township of Sagaing Region,
according to YeU District Agri-
culture Department.
Township authorities adopt-
ed a plan to grow 33,531 acres
of groundnut in Taze Township
in 2024-2025 cold season but
local farmers have so far plant-
ed 33,156 acres of groundnut
against the target cultivation.
U Zaw Myint Tun, Head of
YeU District Agriculture Depart-
ment explained: “Farmers have
grown 33,156 acres of groundnut
in Taze Township against the
target of 33,531 acres. They are
striving for meeting the target
cultivation. Groundnut plantat-
ions are thriving in the township
successfully. Sown acreage of
groundnut is on the rise yearly.”
Farmers use 1.5 baskets of
groundnut seeds per acre and
cost more than Ks-200,000 per
acre for quality seeds, labour
charge, fertilizers and pesticides.
Each acre of groundnut yields
more than 50 baskets per acre.
SK
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Shan State cabbages gain momentum with high demand in

MANDALAY January 28
Cabbages from the southern
and northern areas of Shan
State received high demand in
the Thiri Malar Green Whole-
sale market in Aungmyethazan
District, Mandalay, according to
the cabbage stalls in the market.
“Cabbages from the southern
and northern areas of Shan
State are currently regularly
arriving at the Thiri Malar
Green Wholesale Market in
Mandalay by 5 to 6 12-wheelers
in a day. There is no stock left in
the market, and sales are good,”

said U Aung Moe Naing, the
owner of the Aung Wholesale
Center in Mandalay.
“Currently, only the moun-
tainous areas where cabbage
is grown are entering mostly.
The rest of the areas have not
produced any cabbage. Num-
ber of the growers is reduced
due to various reasons. Tran-
saction is also good in the mar-
ket. Currently, trucks loaded
with cabbages enter this mar-
ket regularly. Therefore, the gro-
wers are getting good prices,”
he said. SMK

l""’" .-

Mandalay markets
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Pwintbyu Township plants more than 63,000 acres of pulses and beans

PWINTBYU January 28

“Local farmers planted 63,080
acres of pulses and beans in
Pwintbyu Township of Magway
Region this cold season,” said
Daw Moe Moe Wai, Head of
Pwintbyu Township Agriculture
Department.

Township authorities earmar-
ked cultivation of 41,800 acres of
pulses and beans as cold season
this year in Pwintbyu Township.
However, local farmers have
planted 63,080 acres of beans
exceeding the target cultivation.

Daw Moe Moe Wai explained:

“Local farmers exceeded culti-
vation of beans more than the
target cultivation in Pwintbyu
Township. They emphasize
cultivation of chick pea, butter
bean, black gram, cow pea, rice
bean, lablab, lime bean, mung
bean, garden pea and others.

Our department helped local
farmers in selection of quality
strains of crops, systematic
use of agricultural inputs and
other measures.”

Pwintbyu Township earmar-
ked cultivation of 41,800 acres
of pulses and beans. This year,

officials of Agriculture Depart-
ment and relevant departments
join hands in providing nece-
ssary assistance such as quality
seeds of crops, agricultural in-
puts and techniques of prevent-
ing pests to local farmers to
boost per-acre yield of crops.SK

.

Wetlet Township cultivates over 55,000 acres of winter chic

WETLET January 28

A total of 55,988 acres of chick-
peas have been planted in Wet-
let Township, Shwebo District,
Sagaing Region, according to
statistics from the Department
of Agriculture for Wetlet Town-
ship.

During the 2024-2025 winter
crops planting season, 54,327
acres of chickpeas have been
earmarked to be planted in Wet-

let Township. Till date, 55,988
acres have been planted.

“Chickpea cultivation is im-
proving year by year. We are
working with farmers to pro-
vide good seeds, inputs, and
post-harvest technology to
improve yield and quality of
chickpeas,” said Daw Kyin
San, head of the Department
of Agriculture for Wetlet Town-
ship.

peas

If one acre of chickpeas
is grown, it cost more than
Ks-300,000.

Sagaing Region is the region
that produces the largest num-
ber of bean and pulses in the
country, and it is possible to
grow multiple pulses as the main
crop, as well as a subsidiary
crop, sofarmers are growing it
to earn more income.

SMK

Plan underway to grow more than 2,000 acres of kenaf this cold season

MYAUNGMYA January 28
“Atotal of 2,214 acres of kenaf
has been planted in Einme
Township of Ayeyawady Re-
gion,”said Daw Khin Htay Myint,
Head of Myaungmya District
Agriculture Department.
Local authorities earmarked

cultivation of 2,500 acres of kenaf
in Einme Township as a cold sea-
son crop butlocal farmers have so
far planted 2,214 acres of plants
against the target cultivation.

Daw Khin Htay Myint clari-
fied: “Kenaf is grown in the
township to use it as natural fer-

tilizers in growing monsoon
crops in coming season. Using
kenaf as natural fertilizers bene-
fits cultivation of paddy. Signifi-
cantly, the volume of chemical
fertilizers used in the croplands
will decline due to using kenaf
and it helps mitigate damage

of fertile soil layers affected by
chemical fertilizers. Moreover,
the crops planted with the use
of kenaf will be minimized che-
mical residues. As such, farmers
prefer to use kenaf as natural
fertilizers in the farmlands.”
Natural fertilizers made of

kenaf can improve capacity of
fertile soil, reduce bacteria in
fertile soil layers, use of chemical
fertilizers, lessen environmental
impacts and get three times
of nitrogen from that natural
fertilizers more than pearl
chemical fertilizers. SK

More than 5,000 acres of green gram harvested in Mingin Township

MINGIN January 28

Local farmers have harvest-
ed 5,525 acres of green gram
planted in monsoon this year
in Mingin Township of Sagaing
Region, according to Mingin
Township Agriculture Depart-
ment.

Local harvested all cultivat-
ed areas of green gram in the
township starting from August.
It yielded 15.85 baskets per
acre.

Daw Hayman Kyaw Win,
Head of Mingin Township Agri-
culture Department, said: “This

year, local farmers planted
5,525 acres of monsoon green
gram in the township. So far,
they have harvested all sown
acreage of bean. We raise far-
mer awareness to grow green
gram, to produce high yield of
crops and use quality strains

of seeds.”

This year, officials from the
township Agriculture Depart-
ment provided quality seeds,
agricultural techniques, pre-
vention methods of pests and
systematic use of fertilizers to
local farmers.

Moreover, departmental
officials cooperate with local
farmers in boosting per-acre
yield of crops with use of quality
seeds of crops, agricultural
inputs and post-harvest tech-
nology.

SMK
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China
sees robust
increase in

] °
electric vehicle
charging facilities
BEIJING January 28

China saw a significant surge
in electric vehicle charging faci-
lities in 2024, according to the
China Association of Automobile
Manufacturers.

By the end of last year, the
total number of electric vehicle
charging poles in the country
had reached 12.82 million,
marking a 49.1 percent year-on-
year increase.

Ofthese, public charging poles
accounted for approximately
3.58 million, while private charg-
ing poles neared 9.24 million.

In 2024, China added more
than 4.22 million electric vehicle
charging poles.

The expansion of charging
facilities comes amid surging
demand for new energy vehi-
cles (NEVs) in China, with both
production and sales surpassing
12 million units in 2024.

China has maintained its
position as the world’s leading
NEV market for 10 consecutive
years. Xinhua
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Air Busan plane catches fire at South Korea’s Busan airport, no casualties

SEOUL January 28

An Airbus plane belonging to
South Korean carrier Air Busan
caught fire on January 28 at
Gimhae International Airport
in the country’s south while pre-
paring for departure to Hong
Kong, fire authorities said.

All 169 passengers and seven
crew members were evacuated,
with one person with a minor
injury taken to hospital, fire
authorities in Busan said.

The fire started inside the
plane, the fire service said.

South Korea’s Yonhap news
agency said it began in the
plane’s tail.

Itisamonth since the deadliest
air disaster on South Korean soil
when a Jeju Air plane coming
from Bangkok crashed on Muan

—

HAIIEIGQ‘passengeerand seven!crew; members
o

Airport’s runway as it made an
emergency belly land-ing, kill-
ing all but two of the 181 people
and crew members on board.

Budget airline Air Busan is

part of South Korea’s Asiana
Airlines, which in December
was acquired by Korean Air.
The plane is an Airbus A 321
model, according to Flight Ra-

S
Werelevacuated fromtheYAIT Busamplancy

dar 24 tracking data.
Planemaker Airbus said it
is aware of reports about the
incident and it is liaising with
Air Busan. The Straits Times

Tiirkiye detains 100 IS suspects across 24 provinces

ANKARA January 28

Turkish authorities have de-
tained 100 suspected members
of the Islamic State (IS) in the
past week, Interior Minister Ali
Yerlikaya said Tuesday.

The operations, dubbed
“Gurz-41” and “Gurz-42,” were
carried out across 24 provinces,
including the capital, Ankara,

and Istanbul, Tiirkiye’s most
populated city, the minister
said on social media platform
X.

The authorities determined
that the suspects were carry-
ing out activities within the
organization, providing finan-
cial aid to the group and making
propaganda for the terrorist

organization on social media,
the minister said.

Yerlikaya said the police seiz-
ed organizational documents
and digital materials during
the raids. “With our strategy
of destroying terrorism at its
source, we continue our struggle
with determination, (together)
with our police, gendarmerie

and intelligence units,” he said.
Tirkiye designated IS a ter-
rorist organization in 2013,
blaming it for a spate of deadly
attacks in the country. Ankara
has conducted counter-terro-
rism operations domestically
and abroad to crack down on
its members and activities.

Xinhua

Ukraine loses up to 600 soldiers in battles with Russian Forces - MoD

MOSCOW Janauary 28

Russia’s Battlegroup Tsentr
has eliminated up to 600 Ukrain-
ian military personnel over
the past 24 hours, the Russian
Defence Ministry said on Tues-
day.

“The enemy lost up to 600
troops, two tanks, two armored
combat vehicles, including
a US-made Bradley infantry
fighting vehicle, seven vehicles
and a field artillery gun,” the
ministry said in a statement.

Russia’s Battlegroup Zapad

has eliminated up to 330 Ukrain-
ian soldiers, while Battlegroup
Yug has eliminated up to 220
Ukrainian soldiers, the ministry
said.

Russia’s Battlegroup Zapad
has taken control of the Dvurech-
naya settlement in the Kharkov
region, the ministry added.

Battlegroup Vostok eliminat-
ed over 115 Ukrainian soldiers,
a tank and four artillery guns,
including a Western-made one,
the ministry’s statement read.

In the Kharkov area, Russia’s

Battlegroup Sever has elimi-
nated up to 25 Ukrainian sold-
iers and an armored fighting
vehicle, the ministry said. Two
field artillery guns and an am-
munition depot were neutrali-
zed.

Russia’s Battlegroup Dnepr
has eliminated over 40 Ukra-
inian soldiers after engaging
Ukrainian troops close to Step-
nogorsk, Novopokrovka, Rabo-
tino in Zaporozhye region, as
well as in Antonovka and in
Kherson region. Sputnik

Zambia reports eight new mpox cases

LUSAKA January 28

Zambia has recorded eight
new mpox cases, bringing
the cumulative total to 15,
state media reported on Tues-
day.

The eight new cases were re-
ported in Lusaka, the country’s

capital, according to the Zambia
Daily Mail, which quoted Paul
Zulu, the mpox incident manager
at the Zambia National Public
Health Institute, a government
agency responsible for major
public health concerns in the
country.

Zulu said the cases were re-
ported in different residential
areas of Lusaka and involved
family members.

Health authorities in the
capital have been responding
to the mpox outbreak since
January 13,2025, and aresponse

mode has been activated, he
added.

According to him, the cases
recorded in Lusaka involved
individuals who had traveled
outside the city.

Zambia recorded its first
mpox case in October last

year, involving a foreign na-
tional who was visiting the
country. Since then, cases
have been reported in Kitwe
and Luanshya towns in Copp-
erbelt Province, as well as in
Lusaka.

Xinhua
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Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

and property of innocent people.

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives

Social Media: A Path to Form a Digital Nation

One of the perks of social
media is to create the opport-
unity for like-minded people
from any corner of the world
to come together and share
their common interests through
social media groups, forums,
and channels. Without a shadow
of a doubt, social media is the
best thing that has ever happen-
ed to freedom of speech. Yet,
there is still along way to come
for the utmost version of it.

Social media is serving as a
means to help people connect
from all over the world where
the internet is accessible. They

share common agendas and
engage in the online activities
they believe in. People have
been making use of social media
to create their own ‘tribes and
clans’ virtually. Even though
there are some pathetic people
out there, deliberately spreading
hate speech and all sorts of im-
moral activities, there are those
who are using this opportunity
to celebrate diversity and enjoy
multiculturalism. These trends
are creating new cultures of
globalization and freedom of
expression.
Trends of Social Media

Just like any other technolog-
ical fruit, social media had to go
through several changes and
evolutions to stand in the posit-
ionitis today. It has evolved from
communicating through mores
codes to instant messaging, to

multimedia messages, to ele-
ctronic mailing, and to the real-
time internet social media, we
are witnessing today.

These days, where the con-
ventional methods of social
participation are fading away,
Technology has empowered
people to satisfy their sense of
belonging by allowing them to
be part of virtual society. People
have been forming and engag-
ing in online groups to discuss
and keep in touch with their
social, educational, political, en-
tertainment, business, dating,
professional and historical

issues. According to the report
released by stastistica.com,
social media usage is one of
the most popular online activit-
ies. In 2020 over 3.6 billion peo-
ple were using social media
worldwide, this number is
expected to rise to nearly 4.41
billion by 2025.

Features That Make
People Stay on
Social Media

The ever-increasing human
need for a sense of belonging,
attention, and appreciation is
catalyzing the speedy advance-
ment of social media. Almost
all of the platforms on social
media have been working to
fulfill the rising demand of
their users. They usually follow
up with their users’ feedback
to give the best experience
by constantly improving the

following features:
+ The Sign-up process: social
media platforms are always
looking for an easy, user-friendly,

N

and smooth signup process to
save their users from long,
boring, and complicated steps.
* Profile customization: the
freedom to customize of user-
profiles is becoming super im-
portant for social media users.
People feel more comfortable
when the authority of custo-
mizing their social media pro-
files is in their hands. It gives
them a sense of control, and
the right to decide the amount
of information that pops into
their devices.

* Web feed: interactable web
feed features seem to interest
a lot of social media users as
they can allow them to stay
updated about matters, they
are really concerned about.

+ Chatting alternatives: people
are getting drawn to social media
platforms that can provide diver-

sified communication alterna-
tives through text, audio, and
video chats.
* Search alternatives: diversi-
fied means of searching alter-
natives allow people to search
for their acquaintances, favorite
media files, and virtual commu-
nities of their preference, either
through words, photos, or audio
search options.
 Sharing link: access for
sharing content among several
social media platforms. This
gives people the opportunity to
spread their ideas and move-
ments among a multitude of
social media platforms to reach
many like-minded mates.
 Privacy policy: people by
nature don’t feel safe when they
feel that their privacy is invad-
ed without consent. A transpar-
ent privacy policy would allow
virtual activities to stay alive
and keep people interested.
Digital Global
Nation Is Underway
Social media platforms have
been serving as astruggle ground
for various social movements.
People just use their posts,
hashtag, and share buttons to
spread a cause. And like-minded
people from any corner of the
world would join them. Social
media allows thoughts and ideas
tobe shared and spread fast and
loud. Usually, such loud voices
are not to be ignored due to the
probable negative impacts they

could impose on authority and
business corporations.

So many times, people have
come together to face oppre-
ssors, demand justice, boycott
companies, stand with human
rights values, and celebrate di-
versity. Yet it’s impossible to
deny that, few others have join-
ed social media to spread hate
speech and polarization. De-
spite the shortcomings, the fast
pace at which humanity is tra-
velling wouldn’t have been possi-
ble without the intervention of
the internet and social media.

All because of the internet’s
accessibility, humans are gett-
ing to know each other and
learning to adapt to each other’s
culture through social media
gatherings on various platforms
like Facebook, Instagram,
Youtube, Tiktok, Twitter, Wechat,
Google+. Others are able to start
their own digital ‘clans and
tribes’ on Telegram, Whatsapp,
and Paltalk. Others share their
ideas on digital forums like
Quora and AskFm.

People are getting used to sitt-
ing atthe captain position in their
own stories and contents. They
canbe leaders of their circle and
can have followers. Likewise,
they can follow whoever they
feel suits them. Social media
is showing us an illusion of a
digital community that possibly
leads to a digital nation.

Youth Time Magazine
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