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More than 40,000 acres of monsoon paddy harvested in
Dabayin Township

DABAYIN February 1

Local farmers have so far har-
vested 47,208 acres of monsoon
paddy in Dabayin Township of
Sagaing Region, according to
the YeU District Agriculture De-
partment.

Dabayin Township planted
121,406 acres of monsoon paddy.
So, local farmers started har-
vesting of paddy in October
2024. So far, they have reaped
47,208 acres of monsoon paddy,
yielding 83.37 baskets of paddy
per acre.

U Zaw Myint Tun, Head of YeU
District Agriculture Department
explained: “Local farmers plant-

ed more than 120,000 acres of
monsoon paddy last monsoon.
They are harvesting the crops
and so far harvested more than
47,000 acres of monsoon paddy.
They expanded sown acreage
of monsoon paddy. Our depart-
ment provided local farmers
with necessary techniques and
quality seeds and urged them to
grow monsoon paddy in time.”
This year; officials of Township
Agriculture Department helped
local farmers grow monsoon
paddy without difficulties.
Agricultural staff members
educated local farmers to use
agricultural techniques, prevent

pests, minimize loss and waste
of crops and keep crops under
shelter in time.

Staff of the department joined

" - (

-

hands with local farmers in
selection of quality seeds, weed-
ing of paddy plantations, removal
of different strains of crops, and

systematic broadcasting of fer-
tilizers in order to boost per-
acre yield of crops.

SK

Monywa District cultivates
over 12,000 acres of

winter wheat

MONYWA February 1

Atotal of 12,847 acres of wheat
have been planted this year
in Monywa District, Sagaing
Region in this year winter crops
planting season, according to
statistics from the Department
of Agriculture for Monywa
District.

During the 2024-2025 winter
crops planting season, 13,000
acres of wheat are planned to
be planted in Monywa District,
and 12,847 acres of wheat have
been planted since October 2024
until today.

“We are working to reach
the earmarked area. We are
working to raise awareness

k\\

among farmers about wheat
cultivation. We are working
to irrigate and fertilize wheat
to increase wheat production.
We are working to increase the
yield of wheat and to use good

varieties”, said Daw San San
Myint, head of the Department
of Agriculture for Monywa
District.

In Monywa District, the com-
pletion of wheat cultivation by
townships is as per following:
187 acres in Monywa Township,
435 acres in Budalin Township,
18 acres in Ayadaw Township
and 12,207 acres in ChaungU
Township, for a total of 12,847
acres. SMK

Mingin Township grows over 15,000
acres of winter sunflowers

MINGIN February 1

A total of 15,309 acres of sun-
flowers have been planted in
Mingin Township, Kale District,
Sagaing Region in this year
winter crops planting season,
according to statistics from
Department of Agriculture for
Mingin Township.

During the 2024-2025 winter
crop planting season, 16,335
acres of winter sunflower ares
planned to be planted in Mingin

Township, and since October
this year, 15,309 acres have
been planted.

“We are working to ensure
that the target acres can be
cultivated. In order to reduce
palm oil imported from abroad,
we are expanding the cultivat-
ion of sunflower, which is an oil-
seed crop. Sunflower produces
more oil per acre than peanuts
and sesame. Sunflowers are
planted only in winter,” said

Daw Hayman Kyaw Win, head of
the Department of Agriculture
for Mingin Township.

In Mingin Township, the
Township Department of Agri-
culture is speeding up the
educational courses for the ex-
pansion of sunflower cultivation,
and is providing educational
courses for the staff and the
sunflower growers for high
efficiency.

SK

Wetlet Township completes cultivation of
corns as cold season crops

WETLET February 1

Atotal 0f 19,699 acres of corns
has been planted in Wetlet Town-
ship of Sagaing Region this
winter, according to the Wetlet
Township Agriculture Depart-
ment.

In 2024-2025 winter; local autho-
rities earmarked cultivation of
21,451 acres of corns in Wetlet
Township but farmers have so
far planted 19,699 acres of crops
against the target cultivation.

Daw Khin San, Head of Wetlet
Township Agriculture Depart-
ment disclosed: “Township
authorities set a plan to grow
more than 20,000 acres of corns
this winter but farmers have
planted more than 19,000 acres
of crops. Our department helped
local farmers with agricultural
techniques and prevention of
crops. Sown acreage of corns
is on the rise yearly.”

Officials of the Township Agri-

culture Department conduct-
ed training for local farmers
to have proper knowledge for
cultivation of corns, prevent-
ion of FAW and pests and use of
natural fertilizers and pestici-
des.

In Wetlet Township, corns
yields 15,000 pieces of corns per
acre, and farmers cost more
than Ks-500,000 per acre for
growing corns.

SMK
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Taninthayi plans to expand saltwater prawn farming

MYEIK February 1

Myanmar annually imports
prawn larvae and feed from
Thailand, producers are trying
to establish domestic hatcheries
working with technical support
of the government. This effort
aims to ensure long-term bene-
fits for both the country and
local producers.

“To penetrate international
markets, it is crucial to raise
global awareness of Panamei
saltwater prawns. During the
2024-2025 monsoon season, the
salinity levels in breeding farms
decreased, which slowed prawn
growth and led to some disease
outbreaks. As a result, prawn
farmers are planning to scale
back production during the

monsoon season of 2025-2026
and increase farming during the
summer months. With expand-
ed farming, export volumes
are expected to rise. We also
anticipate further growth in
international market demand,”
said U Thet Soe, Secretary of
the Taninthayi Region Fisheries
Federation.

Currently, prawns are export-
ed to China in a boiled form
and to Japan in a frozen form.
To increase export capacity,
breeders aim to focus more
on farming rather than relying
solely on marine capture.

Inthe Taninthayi Region, Pana-
mei white prawns are farmed
on2,217.56 acres using the Good
Aquaculture Practices (GAqP)

sy:

and Kawthoung townships.
Expansion is also underway,
with an additional 2,662.68 acres
in Thayetchaung Township of
Dawei District, Myeik, Palaw
and Kyunsu townships of Myeik

ip of
Bokpyin District, and Kaw-
thoung Township of Kawthoung
District. Furthermore, Kyunsu
Township alone has seen an
additional 390.12 acres allocated

,B yin

SK

for prawn farming.

Myanmar exports over 1.5 million tons of pulse
from April to December 2024

YANGON February 1
Myanmar conveyed over 1.5
million tons of various pulses
between April and December
of the current financial year
2024-2025, including 700,000 tons

of black gram, 200,000 tons of
pigeon pea and 400,000 tons of
green gram, Myanmar Pulses,
Beans, Maize and Sesame Seeds
Merchants Association said.
Myanmar mainly exports

black gram, green gram and
pigeon peas to foreign markets.
Ofthem, black gram and pigeon
peas are primarily shipped
to India, while green gram is
exported to China and Europe.

The Myanmar Pulses, Beans,
Maize and Sesame Seeds Mer-
chants Association stated that
black grams, which India pri-
marily purchases, are commonly
found only in Myanmar, whereas
pigeon peas, green gram and
chickpeas are grown in African
countries and Australia. SMK

More than 10,000 acres of peanut grown as winter crops in
Phaungpyin Township

PHAUNGPYIN February 1

According to the statistics of
Mawlaik District Department
of Agriculture, local farmers
have so far planted 10,944 acres
of peanut as cold season crops
in Phaungpyin Township of
Sagaing Region.

They started cultivation of
peanut on 11,516 acres of crop-
lands earmarked by local autho-
rities in 2024-2025 cold season,
starting from October 2024. So
far, they have planted 10,944
acres of peanut against the
target cultivation.

Daw Kywe Kywe Hlaing, Hea
of Mawlaik District Depart-
ment of Agriculture, comment-
ed: “This cold season, local autho-
rities earmarked cultivation of

11,516 acres of peanut in Phaung-
pyin Township but farmers have
grown 10,944 acres against the
target. They are trying to meet
the target cultivation. Sown

acreage of peanut is on the rise
year by year.”

Farmers need to cost more
than Ks-200,000 per acre of grow-
ing peanut for quality seeds,
labour charge, fertilizers and
pesticides using 1.5 baskets of
peanut seeds per acre. The plan-
tationyields more than 50 baskets
of peanut per acre.

This year; officials of the Town-
ship Agriculture Department
helped local farmers for preven-
tion of pests and weeding the
plantations to increase per-acre
yield of crops. SK

Farmers finish cultivation of Bocate bean in Hainggyikyun

NGAPUTAW February 1

Atotal of 1,880 acres of Bocate
bea has been planted in Haing-
gyikyun of Ngaputaw Town-
ship in Ayeyawady Region, said
U Hsan Win, Head of Ngaputaw
Township Agriculture Depart-
ment.

Local authorities earmarked
cultivation of 1,880 acres of
Bocate bean in the township as
cold season crops. So far, local
farmers have planted all 1,880

acres of Bocate bean in the
township meeting the target
cultivation.

U Hsan Win disclosed: “Far-
mers can meet the target culti-
vation of Bocate bean on 1,880
acres of croplands in Haing-
gyikyun of Ngaputaw Town-
ship. Our department organized
local farmers to grow crops
meeting the target cultivation
with necessary assistance.”

Officials of the Agriculture

Department cooperate with
local farmers in prevention
of pests and boosting per-acre
yield of crops in the town. Offi-
cials of Agriculture Depart-
ment, Irrigation and Water
Utilization Management De-
partment and Agricultural Re-
search Department provide
necessary aid for local farmers
to meet the target cultivation
of Bocate bean.

“Tuse quality strains of crops

for cultivation of Bocate bean.
Township authorities provide
agricultural techniques and
inputs to us. Now, I carry out
prevention of pests and any
other dangers at the plantat-
ions. I have made preparat-
ions in growing the bean for
increase of per-acre yield more
than the previous year,” said
Daw Saw, a farmer from Haing-

gyikyun.
SMK

Local News 119
Kawlin District
finishes
cultivation of
more than
2,000 acres of
vegetables

KAWLIN February 1

The statistics of Kawlin Dis-
trict Agriculture Department
stated that a total of 2,158 acres
of vegetables has been planted
in the district of Sagaing Region
this winter.

Local authorities earmark-
ed cultivation of 6,152 acres of
vegetables in Kawlin District
in 2024-2025 cold season, and
local farmers have planted
2,158 acres against the tar-
get.

U Win Thein, Head of Kawlin
District Department of Agricul-
ture, said: “We planned to
grow more than 6,000 acres of
vegetables in the district but
local farmers have planted
more than 2,000 acres of crops.
They are trying hard to meet
the target. They grow mustard,
chilli, spicy, potato, cabbage,
eggplants, Chinese cabbage
and cauliflower. We raised far-
mer awareness to grow crops
with GAP system for production
of healthy crops with least
chemical residues.”

This year, Kawlin Township
planted 588 acres of vegetables,
Wuntho Township 220 acres and
Pinlebu Township 1,350 acres,
totalling 2,158 acres.

The Township Department
of Agriculture conducted train-
ing course for growing vege-
tables to enhance capacity of
farmers and departmental staff.
Moreover, farmers are urged
to produce healthy crops and
expand sown acreage of vege-
tables.

Seasonal vegetable plantat-
ions are thriving in Kawlin
District. Hence, local farmers
can earn incomes from sale
of vegetables. Officials of the
relevant Agriculture Depart-
ment help local farmers use
good agricultural techniques
in growing vegetables, pre-
vent pests and systemati-
cally broadcast fertilizers and
pests.

SK
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4 IS militants killed in
airstrikes in central Iraq

BAGHDAD February 1

Four Islamic State (IS) mili-
tants were killed on Friday in
airstrikes on their hideout in
central Iraq, the Iraqi military
said.

Acting on intelligence reports,
Iraqi forces spotted four IS
militants in the Zarga area, a
rugged area between the pro-
vinces of Salahudin and Kirkuk,
and killed them all in two air-
strikes on their hideout, accord-

ing to a statement from the
Security Media Cell, a media
outlet affiliated with the Iraqi

Joint Operations Command.
The security situation in Iraq
has improved since the defeat
of the IS in 2017. However, IS
remnants have sneaked into
urban centers, deserts, and
rugged areas, carrying out fre-
quent guerrilla attacks against

security forces and civilians.
Xinhua
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Crypto bubble and hot air: Trump is not going to make US into
‘Bitcoin Superpower’

MOSCOW February 1

The 47" POTUS’ boasts about
making the United States a
global cryptocurrency power-
house are likely just that, boasts,
veteran financial analyst Paul
Goncharoff tells Sputnik.

The fact is that Trump is the
president of the United States,
“which governs the trust in, use,
and control of the US dollar and
not a trustless cryptocurrency
like BTC,XREUSDT, or USDC.”

The US government establish-

ing a “100 percent ownership
and control” of a cryptocurrency,
on the other hand, would simply
“defeat the purpose of trustless
crypto,” so the odds of a US
dollar CBDC emerging anytime
soon are pretty low.

That said, there areno obstacles
for the US government to hold
crypto assets as part of its re-
serves — all it needs it proper
legislation and congressional
approval.

The loosening of crypto regu-

lations expected under Trump,
however, carries certain risks
as “the clarity of what will be
regulated is still missing” and
“markets dislike uncertainty;
it makes them jittery.”
Sputnik

Small plane crash

NEW YORK February 1

A medevac plane with six peo-
ple on board crashed in a north-
east Philadelphia neighborhood
shortly after takeoff on Friday
evening, sparking a large fire,
authorities said.

Jet Rescue Air Ambulance, the
company operating the plane,

confirmed that the aircraft was
carrying four crew members, a
pediatric patient who had just
finished treatment in Philadel-
phia, and the patient’s escort.

‘At this time we cannot confirm
any survivors,” the company
said in a statement.

During a Friday night press

es in Phil

adelphia

conference, Philadelphia Mayor
Cherelle Parker said that the
crash occurred shortly after 6
p.m. (2300 GMT). “As of right
now, we have no reports on the
number of fatalities,” she said,
adding that several dwellings
and vehicles were impacted.

Pennsylvania Governor Josh
Shapiro, speaking alongside
Parker and other city officials
at the press conference, warned
of expected fatalities in this
“awful aviation disaster.”

“We know that there will be
loss,” he said.

The Federal Aviation Admini-
stration (FAA) had reported only
two people aboard the plane,
but later updated the number
to six. It’s unclear whether the
passengers were ejected or
managed to escape. Several

people on the ground were
reported to have been injured.
The Learjet 55 plane, en
route from Philadelphia for
Springfield, Missouri, had just
taken off from the Northeast
Philadelphia Airport when the
tragedy happened, said the FAA
in a statement. It came down in
abusy intersection near Roose-
velt Mall in a densely populated
residential area. The crash set
multiple homes and cars on fire.
Emergency crews are re-
sponding to the fire on site,
CBS News reported.
President Donald Trump post-
ed on social media that it was
“so sad to see the plane go down
in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
More innocent souls lost. Our
people are totally engaged.
First Responders are already

being given credit for doing a
great job.”

“We are offering all resources
as (emergency services) respond
to the small private plane crash
in Northeast Philly,” Shapiro
wrote on the social platform
X. “We’ll continue to provide
updates as more information
is available.”

The FAA confirmed that the
National Transportation Safety
Board will lead the investigation
into the crash.

The crash camejust days after
a deadly collision between an
American Airlines jetanda U.S.
Army Black Hawk helicopter
over Washington, D.C., which
claimed 67 lives, marking the
deadliest airplane crash in the
United States since 2009.

Xinhua

New blow to US sanctions: Russia and China boost NVIDIA
performance 800-fold

MOSCOW February 1
Scientists from the two countr-
ies have developed a breakthro-
ugh algorithm using information
from reverse engineering video
card accelerators. The algorithm

allows gaming GPUs to be used
for scientific computing.

The innovation was achieved
by specialists from Shenzhen
MSU-BIT University, co-founded
by Lomonosov Moscow State

University and Beijing Institute
of Technology.

This enables Russia and
China to reduce their reliance
on NVIDIA GPUs, weakening
the impact of US sanctions.

It also means that Russia and
China need to buy less NVIDIA
GPUs, which likely led to the
collapse of NVIDIA stock price,
Russoft association President
Valentin Makarov tells Sputnik.

He believes ongoing research
includes new machine learning
algorithms and a next-gen GPU
being developed in Russia.

These advancements high-
light Russia’s technological ex-
pertise, allowing collaboration
with China and potential future
partnerships with India.

Sputnik
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Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive
activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives

and property of innocent people.

Unit
21

>D> We use shall mostly in the questions shallI ... ? / shallwe ... ?
We use shallI ... ? /shall we ... ? to ask if it’s OK to do something or to ask for a suggestion:

® Shall I open the window? (= do you want me to open it?)

® T've got no money. What shall I do? (= what do you suggest?)

@ ‘Shall we go?’ Just a minute. I'm not ready yet.’

® ‘Where shall we have lunch?’ ‘Let’s go to Marino’s.’
Compare shallI ... ? and willyou ... ? :

@ Shall I shut the door? (= do you want me to shut it?)

@ Will you shut the door? (= I want you to shut it)

I am doing (future) =Unit 19  will and shall 2 = Unit 22 I will and I'm going to = Unit 23
American English = Appendix 7

- Complete the sentences with [’ + a suitable verb.

2 ‘It’s cold in this rO0M.” IS it7? .....ccceeirririeeeirieecereee e sessssses on the heating then.’

3 ‘Are you free next Friday?’ ‘Let INE SEE. ...t essesesssssssesssssssssssssssssssssssessans my diary’

4 ‘Shall I do the washing-up?’ ‘No, it’s @ll TIGhL. .......cc.ovvoiiiririireer et sees it later’

5 ‘I don’t know how to USe this Phone.” ‘0K .........cvviirnnieniniieesineissisteessessesss e sssssssssssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssns you.’

6 ‘Would you LiKe tea OF COFEET™ © ...ttt ss st n s s sssees coffee, please.’

7 ‘Are you coming With us?” ‘IO, TthiNK .......c.ccceceuriviiirrierinn sttt sess e ssssssesssssessssssssesesaes here.

8 ‘Can you finish this report today?” WELL ..ottt ssssssssssssssasssssessnsssns , but I can’t promise.’

12127 Read the situations and write sentences with | think I'll . or [ don’t think Il .,

1 It’s a bit cold. The window is open and you decide to close it. You say:

2 You are feeling tired and it’s getting late. You decide to go to bed. You say:

DI EILEA, SO ..ottt et s e s s b st sa s e s st e s ase s e s eesesaseses et s snsssesesssasasesessssasasesessssasesassssasesessanns . Goodnight!

3 The weather is nice and you need some exercise. You decide to go for a walk. You say:

IS @ 1OVELY INOTTING. ..ottt sttt st sss s s s sse s st ssssssesessasesesesessssasssesessnsssesessssssasassssssesssessnsesesasans . Do you want to come too?
4 You were going to have lunch. Now you decide you don’t want to eat anything. You say:

I dON’t fEE1 NUNGIY QNY IMOTE. ......cecveveiieeerieirieicieieeeseeie sttt ssessss st sssssss s ssssse e sessssssesssstassssasesassssssasessssssesesassssasesesssssesssessssesesesssssass lunch.

5 You planned to go swimming today. Now you decide not to go. You say:

P'VE GOL @ 10E £0 00, S0 vttt ettt sttt s s s s sttt st s s s et e s s e se st et s e R b e b et s e AR et et esa Rt et e e R R et et e ReRea et snresetesaes today.
Raymond Murphy
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