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Chairman of the State Administration Council Prime Minister of the Republic of
the Union of Myanmar Senior General Thadoe Maha Thray Sithu Thadoe Thiri Thudhamma
Min Aung Hlaing sent a message to the ceremony to mark the Peasant’s Day
(2 March 2025)

Esteemed farmers,

I frankly extended my greetings with best wishes for farmers nationwide to
be auspicious with physical and mental well-being on the 63 Anniversary of
Peasants’ Day of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar which falls on 2 March
2025.

I especially take pride in the endeavours and performances of farmers
engaged in agriculture and livestock breeding, as they play a pivotal role in
ensuring food security for the ethnic people. Therefore, I would like to pray for
the economic growth of farmers along with the nation's surging agricultural
and livestock industries.

The State Administration Council is implementing the Five-Point Roadmap. Of
them, “Continued efforts will be made to promote the state economy and enhance
the socio-economic situation of all people through expediting manufacturing
businesses rooted in agriculture and livestock to benefit the entire National”
is one of the five points of Roadmap. To ensure national prosperity and food
security, efforts are being made to develop the agriculture and livestock sectors
using modern techniques, promote MSME industries to enhance exports, and
increase the yield of oil crops to achieve self-sufficiency and enable exports.
These three key economic objectives have been set, and both short-term and
long-term plans are being formulated and implemented accordingly.

The key requirement for the socio-economic development of farmers is
increasing crop yields. Therefore, the government is prioritizing efforts to
achieve target production rates for crops. In implementing these efforts, various
measures are being taken, including the use of high-quality and pure seeds,
systematic land improvement, proper and timely application of chemical and
organic fertilizers to enhance soil fertility, ensuring adequate irrigation, and
adopting proper cultivation techniques. These efforts collectively follow the
"Four Key Factors" approach—seeds, soil, water, and technique—to ensure
comprehensive and effective agricultural development. To further increase
crop production and maximize yields, intercropping and multiple cropping
systems, such as double and triple cropping, are being implemented based on
regional and seasonal conditions.

Striving to achieve target goals for crops grown in currently cultivated farmland,
and working towards doubling or tripling yields will not only increase farmers'
income but also contribute to national economic growth.

To ensure that senior farmers can easily access and cultivate high-quality, pure
seeds, extensive seed production initiatives are being implemented. In addition
to establishing special seed production zones, annual seed exhibitions are also
held to facilitate research on high-quality, pure seeds and yield improvement.

To prevent the degradation and loss of essential soil for crop cultivation, it is
necessary to adopt various farming methods. These include using a combination
of chemical and natural fertilizers, planting cover crops, growing windbreak
trees, practicing crop rotation, implementing terrace farming in hilly regions,
utilizing contour farming techniques, and adopting agroforestry systems that
integrate crops with trees. Additionally, to enhance soil fertility, the use of natural
fertilizers such as manure (cow and chicken dung), EM Bokashi compost, fish
amino acids, and green fertilizers like water hyacinths should be encouraged.
Other soil improvement techniques, such as planting green manure crops and
incorporating them into the soil, are also being promoted.

Not only is this being carried out, but in order to ensure that farmers have
access to high-quality and fairly priced agricultural inputs, fertilizers, seeds, and
pesticides are regulated through laws and regulations. Moreover, the government,
private businesses, and organizations are collaborating to implement these
efforts. Furthermore, support is being provided through the national economic
development fund in coordination with input supply companies.

The irrigation system plays a crucial role in ensuring the success of crop
cultivation and the development of rural areas. Therefore, the national government

is prioritizing investments in irrigation projects. Across Myanmar, a total of 880
irrigation structures have been implemented, including 246 dams, 144 diversion
dams, 72 lakes, 199 sluice gates, and 219 water pumping stations. These projects
currently benefit over 3.1 million acres of cultivated land. Additionally, in areas
facing water scarcity, 25,769 tube-wells have been drilled to utilize underground
water resources, and underground water storage dams are being constructed.
Furthermore, solar-powered water pumping systems are being installed in
temporary weirs to provide irrigation water. To mitigate flooding and prevent
seawater intrusion, flood protection embankments and saltwater barriers are
being built. Other efforts include dredging canals, streams, riverbanks, and
drainage channels to improve water management.

Agricultural knowledge dissemination is being carried out through various
methods to ensure that research findings, modern technologies, high-quality
seeds, pure strains, and effective farming techniques are accepted and adopted
by farmers. Multiple approaches are being used to provide agricultural education,
including broadcasting through the "Farmers’ Channel," the "Agricultural
Knowledge" programme on Myawady TV, and the "Agricultural Technology
Knowledge Programme" on Myanmar Radio. Furthermore, information is
being shared in ethnic languages and through journals and newspapers such
as Doh Kyay Ywa Journal. Furthermore, the use of the internet enables real-
time access to agricultural technologies and information, allowing farmers to
easily learn about the farming techniques they need.

I would like to emphasize the importance of making efforts to reduce the
import of palm oil, ensuring sufficient domestic production and consumption
of healthier edible oils. To achieve this, it is essential to cultivate and produce
oilseed crops such as peanuts, sesame, and sunflowers as planned and to strive
for the targeted yield.

The raw cotton produced from our country's agricultural sector is sufficient
for domestic consumption. However, we are still importing yarn from abroad.
To reduce imports of yarn, yarn-based products, and garments while meeting
domestic demand with high-quality local production, special cotton cultivation
zones are being established. These zones aim to achieve a yield of 700 viss per
acre and produce high-quality cotton and lint. To manufacture quality yarn and
textiles from locally produced cotton, efforts are being made to upgrade cotton-
related industries, including ginning mills, spinning mills, and textile factories.
In addition, support is being provided to develop cotton-based industries and
MSMEs (Micro-, Small-, and Medium-sized Enterprises). It is encouraged that
domestic textile needs be sufficiently met with locally grown cotton and that
citizens prioritize using locally made garments.

With regard to the private sector, MSME businesses involved in the production
of various food products such as rice, corn, oilseed crops, legumes, vegetables,
and fruits can add value by processing and manufacturing these goods.
Moreover, industries producing raw materials like coffee, rubber, bamboo, rattan,
medicinal herbs, and palm oil can enhance their output. Through the efforts of
private entrepreneurs, high-value products can be produced, enabling efficient
production and sale in the market, which will increase farmers' incomes and
improve their living standards.

The government is actively fulfilling the necessary human resource requirements
to support the development of the agricultural sector and promote agricultural
activities. In this regard, 15 agricultural and livestock Institutes have been
established and are being operated. These institutions have produced skilled
professionals in the mid-level agricultural and livestock sector. In collaboration
with Basic Education High Schools, vocational training programmes in agriculture
and livestock are being offered. Starting from the 2023-2024 academic year,
vocational schools in agriculture and livestock were opened, and currently, a
total of 85 schools have been established.

See Page - 19»»
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Esteemed peasants,

Since agriculture is closely related to livestock farming, I would like to
emphasize the importance of promoting livestock development. The production
and breeding of animals such as cattle, fish, milk, chicken eggs, duck eggs,
and quail eggs, which provide essential nutrients, is crucial for ensuring the
people’s nutritional needs. It is essential for the nation to support the expansion
of livestock industries, including the breeding of dairy cows, beef cattle, and the
development of high-yielding, quality breeds. The establishment of livestock
zones for the production of cows, pigs, chickens, ducks, goats, and sheep, along
with the support for the production of high-quality milk and dairy products, is
a key part of these efforts.

Through the combination of agriculture and animal husbandry, the aim is
to improve the social and economic lives of rural communities by establishing
emerald green (livestock) villages and ensuring success. This includes
distributing high-quality, resilient cattle breeds that can withstand seasonal
weather conditions, providing animal feed and medicines to disaster-prone
areas, administering vaccines for animal diseases, controlling and treating
outbreaks, and conducting research to monitor and prevent diseases.

The government is providing non-depreciable, sustainable funds from the
national economic development fund to promote the development of the livestock
industry and meet the capital needs of breeders. The government is also
supporting projects such as the Emerald Green project comprising breeding
chicken and duck broilers and pig programmes. Moreover, plans for dairy cattle,
beef cattle, layers, sheep, and goat farming are continuing to be implemented.

As a sector, during the 2023-2024 fiscal year, fish and shrimp production reached
6,320,070 metric tons The sector was able to export approximately 322 types of
aquatic products, amounting to 522,570 metric tons, to 40 foreign trade partner
countries. The majority of these exports were primarily aimed at fulfilling

domestic fish consumption needs. Efforts have also been made to ensure that
rural citizens and fish farmers understand and implement basic fish farming
techniques to generate regular income. This includes educating them on fish
vaccination, breeding, and other fish farming practices. For families with fish
ponds, services have been provided for inspecting and maintaining the health
of fish and shrimp, ensuring disease control, and issuing health certificates
to guarantee that aquatic products can be exported abroad without diseases.

Esteemed peasants,

The government, taking into account the interests of farmers, established
the Agricultural and Livestock Development Commission on 18 December
2024, to accelerate the development of the agriculture and livestock sectors.
The commission is working to enhance and implement effective activities that
will benefit farmers’ agricultural operations across various sectors, ensuring
comprehensive and sustainable development.

In conclusion, I would like to express my deepest gratitude and respect to
the hardworking farmers who, with unwavering dedication and effort, have
ensured not only domestic food security but also the ability to export agricultural
and livestock products. Despite numerous challenges, they have consistently
carried out their tasks with strength and efficiency. To promote the economic
development of the country and for the long-term growth of agricultural
activities, it is essential to combine all the resources, including the physical
labor, knowledge, determination, modern technologies, land, and water,
contributed by our farmers. We must work together, united and committed, to
achieve the desired outcomes for the sustainable development of our agricultural
sector.

Senior General Thadoe Maha Thray Sithu

Thadoe Thiri Thudhamma Min Aung Hlaing
Prime Minister

Chairman, State Administration Council

Green gram planted on more than 2,000 acres of croplands in

Kawlin District

grow green gram on 1,235 acres
in Kawlin Township, 161 acres
in Wuntho Township and 804
acres in Pinlebu Township,
totalling 2,200 acres.

KAWLIN March 1

Statistics of Kawlin District
Agriculture Department stat-
ed that a total of 2,277 acres of
green gram has been planted
in Kawlin District of Sagaing
Region since last cold season.

In 2024-2025 cold season, local

farmers planted 2,277 acres
of green gram exceeding the
target cultivation of 2,200 acres
of crops earmarked by local
authorities.

U Win Thein, Head of Kawlin
District Agriculture Department
said: “District Authorities ear-

marked 2,200 acres of green
gram in Kawlin District this
cold season but farmers have so
far planted 2,277 acres of crops
exceeding the target. Our de-
partment urges local farmers to
expand sown acreage of green
gram and use quality strains of

crops to boost per-acre yield of
crops.”

In Kawlin District, Kawlin Town-
ship cultivated 1,364 acres of
green gram, Wuntho Township
140 acres and Pinlebu Township
773 acres, totalling 2,277 acres.

Local authorities set plans to

Officials of the district depart-
ment raise farmer awareness of
using quality seeds, agricultural
techniques, prevention of pesti-
cides, and use of fertilizers.
Moreover, agricultural officials
share post-harvest technology
with local farmers. SK

More than 3,000 acres of monsoon paddy harvested in Monywa Township

MONYWA March 1

Local farmers have harvest-
ed 3,763 acres of monsoon
paddy in Monywa Township of
Sagaing Region, according to
the Agriculture Department of
Monywa Township.

They planted 3,763 acres of
monsoon paddy last monsoon

and harvested all sown acreage
of monsoon paddy starting
from November 2024. Now,
they produced 85.42 baskets
of paddy per acre.

U Soe Thet Aung, Head of
Monywa Township Agriculture
Department, said: “Farmers
could plant 3,763 acres of mon-

soon paddy in Monywa Town-
ship. Now, they have harvested
all sown acreage of monsoon
paddy. Our department helped
farmers with necessary agri-
cultural techniques and quality
strains of crops and urged them
to grow monsoon in time.”
Moreover, officials of the

Township Agriculture Depart-
ment cooperated with local
farmers to grow crops without
any difficulties.

Officials of the department
shared agricultural techniques,
ways of prevention of pests, mi-
nimizing loss and waste of crops
and keeping harvested paddy

under shelter in time.

This year; staff of the Township
Agriculture Department parti-
cipated in selection of quality
strains of paddy seeds, monitor-
ing pests, weeding the farm-
lands, removal of different
strains of crops and systematic
use of fertilizers. SMK

More than 2,900 acres of sunflower planted in Kanbalu Township

KANBALU March 1
Statistics of Kanbalu Town-
ship Agriculture Department
stated that a total of 2,935 acres
of sunflower were planted in
Kanbalu Township of Sagaing
Region this cold season.
Local farmers have so far
planted 2,935 acres of sunflower

against the target of 3,044 acres
in 2024-2025 cold season.

U Myo Zaw, Head of Kanbalu
Township Agriculture Depart-
ment, commented: “Local autho-
rities set a plan to grow more
than 3,000 acres of sunflower
in cold season of 2024-2025 but
farmers have so far planted

more than 2,900 acres of crops
against the target cultivation.
They are trying hard to meet
the target cultivation. Growing
sunflower aims to reduce im-
port of palm oil abroad. Hence,
authorities encouraged local
farmers to expand sown acre-
age of sunflower which can

produce oil more than ground-
nut and sesame. Farmers
emphasize cultivation of se-
same in winter more than mon-
soon.”

Township Agriculture De-
partment conducts training
courses for local farmers and
agricultural staff to enhance

their capacity for growing sun-
flower.

Officials of the township pro-
vide quality seeds of sunflower
and urea fertilizers at fair
prices to local farmers and arr-
ange exchange of quality seeds
of sunflower among farmers.

SMK
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208 more illegal migrants
to Myanmar detained

NAY PYI TAW March 1

The government has been
cracking down on illegal mig-
rants involved in online gambl-
ing and scams and criminal acti-
vities after illegally entering
Shwe Kokko, Mehtawthalay
and KK Park in Myawady in
Kayin State through neighbour-
ing countries including Thailand
and 208 foreigners were detain-
ed today.

From 30 January to 1 March,
2025, a total of 3,333 illegal mig-

rants to Myanmar were un-
covered and 757 of them have
been repatriated to relevant
countries through Thailand in
accordance with the law, rules
and regulation. The remaining
2,576 are ready for repatriation
to relevant countries and de-
tained properly. 100

Responsible officials inspect the
collection of personal information
of illegal migrants to Myanmar.
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Zelensky not ready for peace — Trump

| 48

WASHINGTON March 1

Ukrainian leader Vladimir
Zelensky is not ready for peace
as he sees Washington’s involve-
ment in negotiations on the
Ukraine conflict as a bargain-
ing chip, US President Donald
Trump has said, following
a heated and unprecedented
meeting on Friday.

Trump made the caustic re-
marks in a social media post
after receiving Zelensky at the
White House, where the two
were expected to sign an agree-
ment granting Washington
access to Ukraine’s natural re-

sources.
Zelensky’s visit was cut short
after he got into a heated ex-

change with Trump and Vice
President J.D. Vance in front
of the media, leading to Trump
accusing Zelensky of “disrespe
ctful” behavior in the Oval Off-
ice.

The exchange culminated in
atense argument when Vance
accused Zelensky of going to
Pennsylvania in October to

campaign for the Democrats,
and urged him to “say a few
words of gratitude to the US
and the president who is trying
to save your country.”

Zelensky responded by say-
ing: “Please, do you think that if
you talk very loudly about the
war...”

He was immediately cut off
by Trump, who said: “He is not
speaking loudly. Your country
is in big trouble. You are not
winning. You have a damn good
chance of coming out okay
because of us.”

The Ukrainian ambassador
to the US was seen with her
head in her hands, as Zelensky
countered that Ukraine is
“alone” but remains “strong
and grateful.”

Trump dismissed the claim,
interrupting Zelensky to say,
“Youwere not alone. We gave you,
through this stupid president
(Joe Biden), US$-350 billion, we
gave you military equipment.”
As Zelensky attempted to shout

over Trump, the US president
asserted that without American
aid, the war would have ended
in two weeks.

“We had a very meaningful
meeting,” Trump later wrote
on Truth Social, adding: “Much
was learned that could neverbe
understood without conversat-
ion under such fire and pre-
ssure.”

Trump went on to say that
Zelensky “is not ready for
peace if America is involved,
because he feels our involve-
ment gives him a big advantage
in negotiations.”

“It’s amazing what comes out
through emotion,” he remarked.

He reiterated that he wants
peace, adding that Zelensky
“disrespected the United States
of America in its cherished
Oval Office.”

Trump, who did not accom-
pany Zelensky to the exit, con-
cluded his statement by say-
ing, “He can come back when
he is ready for Peace.” @ RT

Zelensky leaves White House without signing minerals deal after
shouting match

WASHINGTON March 1
Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelensky was asked to
leave the White House after a
chaotic Oval Office confrontat-
ion with U.S. President Donald
Trump on Friday, and the sign-
ing of a minerals deal between
the two sides was called off.
Following the tense shouting
match in the Oval Office earlier
in the day, Trump said that he
wants an “immediate” ceasefire
between Russia and Ukraine,

and that he believes his Russian
counterpart Vladimir Putin is
ready for a peace deal.

Trump warned Zelensky to
make peace or lose American
support.

“I have determined that Pre-
sident Zelenskyy is not ready
for Peace if America is involved,
because he feels our involve-
ment gives him a big advantage
in negotiations. I don’t want
advantage, I want PEACE. He
disrespected the United States

of America in its cherished Oval
Office. He can come back when
he is ready for Peace,” Trump
posted a statement on the social
platform Truth Social.
Zelensky said in a Fox News
interview that Ukraine won’t
enter peace talks with Russia
until it has security guarantees
against another offensive.
After a spat with U.S. Vice
President JD Vance in the
Oval Office, who demanded the
Ukrainian leader be thankful

for Trump’s effort to get his
country out of its three-year
conflict with Russia, Zelensky
wrote on the social platform X:
“Thank you America, thank you
for your support, thank you for
this visit. Thank you (President
Trump), Congress, and the Ame-
rican people. Ukraine needs
just and lasting peace, and we
are working exactly for that.”

What should have been a nor-
mal press pool spray before the
high-stakes Trump-Zelensky

bilateral meeting transpired
into a fireworks-filled blowup
aired on TV that no one would
expect, all starting with an
interjection by Vance.

“You should be thanking the
president for trying to bring an
end to this conflict,” Vance told
Zelensky during the unpreced-
ented public confrontation,
which later saw the three of
them - Trump and Vance versus
Zelensky -- repeatedly race to
talk over one another. Xinhua
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Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive
activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives

and property of innocent people.

Unit
22

Exercises

IEZX] Write questions using do you think ... will ... ? + the following:
be back cost end getmarried happen like rain

2 The weather doesn’t 100K VETY S00A. DO JFOU ......ccccevvirireriniriieiriniiesisssesssesesssssssssssssssssssssssasssesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssesssesesssnns ?
3 The meeting is Still S0iNG 0N. WHEIN 0O JOU .......cceuiurieiiireieiiceirieeeeeteseestesessss et ssssss et ssssssssessssssssessssssssssesssssssesessssssasesssssess ?
4 My car needs to be repaired. HOW IMUCK ...........cccoiieeeieiicee sttt sssas et sss st s ssssssete s sssss st s ssssssesessssssesssssssases ?
5 Sally and David are i LOVE. D0 ...ttt sestsss st s st st s s sss st s st s s sssssessssessssassssssassssassssassssssssenssssassncs ?
6 ‘T'm g0ing out NOW.” ‘OK. WRAL LIINIE .......eeeeieeeeceeeeee et et s s ssssss s s s ssssssanansnansans ?
7 The future situation is UNCErtain. WRAL ..ottt ettt ettt ?

IEZX] Where do you think you will be at these times? Write sentences about yourself. Use:
I'll be ... or I'll probably be ... or I don’t know where ...
1 (next Monday evening at 7.45) I'll probably be at home.

2 (at 3 am tomorrow)

3 (at 10.30 tomorrow morning)

4 (next Friday afternoon at 4.15)

5 (this time next year)

IEZE] Which is better in these sentences?
1 Lisa isn’t free on Saturday. She’ll work / She’s working. (She’s working is correct)

2 It was an amazing experience. I never forget it. / I'll never forget it.

3 Something very funny happened. You’re laughing / You’ll laugh when I tell you about it.

4 I'll go/ I’'m going to a party tomorrow night. Would you like to come too?

5 Who do you think will win / is winning the game tomorrow?

6 I can’t meet you this evening. A friend of mine will come / is coming to see me.

7 Don’t be afraid of the dog. It won’t hurt / It isn’t hurting you.

8 What’s happening / What will happen if I press this button?

9 A: Have you decided where to go for your holidays?

B: Yes, we’ll go / we’re going to Italy.

Raymond Murphy
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