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YINMABIN March 17

A total of 83,682 acres of
sunflower has been planted as
cold season crops in Yinmabin
Township of Sagaing Region,
according to the Yinmabin Dis-
trict Agriculture Department.

Local authorities set a plan
to cultivate 83,650 acres of sun-
flower in the district but far-
mers could grow 83,682 acres
of crops, exceeding the target

cultivation in 2024-2025 cold
season.

Daw Myat Moe Win, Head of
Yinmabin District Agriculture
Department disclosed: “This
cold season, we earmarked
cultivation of 83,650 acres of
winter sunflower in the district.
But, farmers have planted 83,682
acres of crops, exceeding the
target cultivation. Cultivation
of sunflower aims to reduce

1D VN1 ' D10) WX (O )\ B E-mail:mwddailynewspapergroup@gmail.com

Yinmabin District completes cultivation of more than 80,000 acres of sunflower

import of palm oil from abroad.
Oil yield of sunflower is larger
than groundnut and sesame.
The majority of farmers grow
sunflower in winter.”

In Yinmabin District, local
farmers planted 18,561 acres of
sunflower in Yinmabin Town-
ship, 16,897 acres in Kani Town-
ship, 17,242 acres in Salingyi
Township and 30,982 acres in
Pale Township, totalling 83,682

acres.

In 2024-2025 cold season,
Yinmabin Township earmark-
ed cultivation of 18,596 acres
of sunflower, Kani Township
17,242 acres, Salingyi Township
16,830 acres and Pale Township,
30,982 acres, totalling 83,650
acres.

Officials of the relevant town-
ship Agriculture Department
conduct training for local far-

mers and agricultural staff to
enhance their capacity so as to
grow sunflower successfully.
This year, officials of the
relevant departments arrange
distribution of quality seeds
of crops, and sale of urea fer-
tilizers at fair prices for local
farmers with a plan to exchange
of quality seeds among far-
mers.
SK

Bogale Township sells 65,000 viss of dried Swimbladder to Yangon Market

BOGALE March 17

It has been reported that
Bogale Township of Ayeyawady
Region was able to sell up to
65,000 viss of dried Swimbladder
to the Yangon market. Accord-
ing to Daw Khin Khin, the ope-
rator of the Bogale Township
Dried Fish Commodity Centre.

“The dried Swimbladders
are taken out from sea fish
such as conger eel, Scarus
ghobban and Crocker, which
are carefully processed, and
dried in a systematic manner.
Dried Swimbladders are then

shipped and sold, starting in the
first week of October. Sales in
the Yangon market have been
increasing ever since, especially
for the dried Swimbladders
from Bogale Township and other
regional products, which are
mostly exported to the domestic
market in Yangon. The process
of shipping and selling has
been smooth, and there have
been no major difficulties,”said
Daw Khin Khin, the operator of
the Bogale Township dried fish
commodity centre.

SK
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Corn trading booming in Kyonpyaw Township

KYONPYAW March 17
“Trading of corns produced in
Kyonpyaw Township of Ayeya-
wady Region is booming in the
regions,” said Daw Su Su Khaing,
the owner of agricultural pro-
duce wholesale trading in
Kyonpyaw Township.
Starting from the second
week of January 2025, corns are
being harvested in Kyonpyaw

Township. At present, the crops
are marketable in the region,
trading some 11,000 pieces of
corns per day.

Daw Su Su Khaing explained:
“Now, trading of corns is higher
than the previous year. Local
farmers are harvesting corns.
Thanks to booming trade of
crops, local farmers and those
in production chains are con-

veniently in their livelihoods.
Moreover, merchants send
corns to Yangon market.”
Entrepreneurs from agricul-
tural produce trading in Kyon-
pyaw Township purchase corns
from local farmers and send
them to Yangon market by
truck. The domestic corps are
free from pests.
SMK

Soya bean planted on more than 11,000 acres of croplands in Kalay District

KALAY March 17

According to the statistics
from the Agriculture Depart-
ment of Kalay District, Sagaing
Region, a total of 11,344 acres
of soya bean have already been
cultivated during this year’s
winter crop planting season.

During the 2024-2025 winter
crop cultivation season, Kalay
District planned to cultivate
11,195 acres of soya bean. Plant-

ing began in October 2024, and
as oftoday, 11,344 acres of crops
have been successfully plant-
ed, exceeding the planned
acreage. Ofthis total, 9,144 acres
of soya bean were planted in
Kalay Township, 258 acres in
Kalewa Township, and 1,942
acres in Mingin Township.
Kalay District Agriculture De-
partment Head, U Aung, stated:
“This year, local authorities

aimed to cultivate 11,195 acres
of soya bean during the winter
crop season in Kale District.
As of today, 11,344 acres have
alreadybeen planted, surpassing
our target. Measures will con-
tinue to ensure there are no pest
infestations, and educational
campaigns are being implemen-
ted. Farmers are being advised
on acquiring necessary seeds
and other inputs, ensuring they

are well-informed.”

The planned distribution of
acreage for soya bean cultivation
this season was 8,979 acres in
Kalay Township, 260 acres in
Kalewa Township, and 1,956 acres
in Mingin Township. The Kalay
District Agriculture Department
has been working to support
farmers with high-quality seeds,
proper planting techniques, pest
control measures, systematic

use of fertilizers, and methods
to improve crop yields.
Moreover, efforts are under-
way to enhance the yield and
quality of legume crops in this
season’s planting. This includes
providing necessary quality
seeds, strengthening input
supplies, and offering post-har-
vest technology and knowledge
through close collaboration with
farmers. SMK



(056 118-3-2025

Local News |19

Ayadaw Township finishes harvesting of more than 24,000 acres of winter sesame

According to records from
the Monywa District Agricul-

acres of winter sesame plant-
ed during this year’s winter

crop season in Ayadaw Town-
ship, Monywa District, Sagaing
Region, have been fully har-
vested.

In Ayadaw Township, a total
0f24,747 acres of winter sesame
were cultivated this season.
Harvesting of the sesame fields
began in December 2024, and
as of now, 100 percent of the
crops have been harvested,
yielding an average of 18 bas-
kets per acre.

“The winter sesame cultivat-
ion for this year in Ayadaw
Township covered 24,747 acres,
and we’ve now completed

harvesting 100 percent of the
cultivated fields. Year by year,
sesame cultivation has been im-
proving, and as an oil crop, it is
achieving remarkable success,”
said Daw San San Myint, head
of the Monywa District Agricul-
ture Department.

Officials of the Agriculture De-
partment in Ayadaw Township
has been providing support to
sesame farmers by encourag-
ing expanded cultivation, pro-
moting improved cultivation
techniques, introducing the
GAP (Good Agricultural Pract-
ices) system, and guiding them

to use high-quality and high-
yield seeds.

Crops cultivated under the
GAP system are of higher qua-
lity compared to those grown
using other methods. They fetch
better market prices and have
the advantage of being export-
able, not only to local markets
but also to international markets.
As a result, farmers adopting
the GAP system benefit from
increased profitability and their
socioeconomic conditions are
expected to improve signifi-
cantly.

SMK

Durians from Mon State popular in the local market

MUDON March 17

Durians produced from Mon
State’s Mudon Township have
been offered better prices,
according to durian farmers.

Durians grown in Mudon
are called No 2, and the fruits
were purchased for Ks-30,000
per kilogramme at farms for

transporting to Yangon, where
consumers enjoy the fruit a lot.

“Durians are available now.
Some of the first batches are
also nearing being picked. It
is not the species from Ye but
a Myanmar species, and we
call it No 2 durian. Now, it is
being offered at Ks-30,000 for

a kilogramme to transport to
the Yangon market. Last year,
the per kilogramme price was
Ks-15,000, so now is better.
Durian is a marketable fruit, so
the trade is good,” said a durian
farmer in Mudon Township.
There are different durian
varieties such as Monthong

durian, Chani durian, Musang
King durian, Black Thorn
durian and No 2 durian, and the
production is highest in May,
June and July in Myanmar.
This year’s production is large.

Thai durians Monthong and
Chani, which have thick flesh,
sold well last month. SK

BOGALE March 17

Merchants supply 73,000 viss of featherback to Yangon market

“Local merchants and fisher-
men from Bogale Township of
Ayeyawady Region sold 73,000
viss of featherback to Yan-
gon market in December,” said
Daw Myint Myint Khaing, the
owner of fishery product trad-
ing wholesale centre in Bogale
Township.

Merchants systematically
process featherback in Bogale
Township and sell them to
Yangon market. In November,
they dispatched 50,000 viss of
featherback to Yangon but 73,000
viss in December.

Daw Myint Myint Khaing
unveiled: “Starting from the first
week of December, the demand
of featherback has been higher

So, we sold 73,000 viss of fish to
Yangon market. Demand for
fish is still higher in January.
Thanks to high demand, local
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fishermen and merchants as
well as those in production
chains are convenient in their
livelihoods.”

Featherback fetches Ks-15,500
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to Ks-22,000 per viss in Yangon
market. Now, local fishermen
and all workers in production
chains are earning increased
incomes from fishery sector.SK

Fisheries Dept to distribute fingerlings at affordable prices

NAY PYI TAW March 17

The Department of Fisheries
under the Ministry of Agricul-
ture, Livestock, and Irrigation
will sell freshwater fingerling
species, which are currently
popular with consumers, at
affordable prices at 25 fishery
camps in various regions and

states across the country.
Starting in April, fish farmers
will begin introducing healthy,
fast-growing fingerlings into
their ponds. They will be able to
purchase a variety of commer-
cially valuable fish, including
rohu, carp, barb, Catla, common
carp, river catfish, silver pomfret,

and more, at affordable prices
from 25 fishery camps across
various regions and states.
Interested buyers can con-
tact the Yezin Fishery Camp
in Nay Pyi Taw, the Hlawga
Fishery Camp in Yangon, the
Laydauntkan Fishery Camp
in Yangon, the Bago Fishery

Camp, the Thayetgon Fishery
Camp in Mandalay, the Thaton
Fishery Camp in Thaton, the
Pathein Fishery Camp, and the
Maubin Fishery Camp.

The Department of Fisheries
also conducts water quality tests
and identifies fish diseases.

SMK

More than
8,000 acres
of kidney
bean planted
in Homalin
Township

HOMALIM March 17

Statistics of Homalin Town-
ship Agriculture Department
mentioned that a total of 8,024
acres of kidney bean has been
planted in Homalin Township
of Sagaing Region.

Local authorities earmarked
cultivation of 9,497 acres of
kidney bean in 2024-2025 cold
season but farmers could grow
8,024 acres, against the target
cultivation.

Daw Su Su Htwe, the Head of
Homalin Township Agriculture
Department explained: “Local
farmers have planted 8,024
acres of kidney bean against the
target cultivation of 9,497 acres
in the township. Our depart-
ment provided quality seeds of
crops, agricultural inputs and
post-harvest technology for
local farmers in order to ensure
higher quality of crops.”

Officials of Township Agricul-
ture Department helped local
farmers with recommendat-
ions to use GAP systems, quality
strains of crops and expand
sown acreage of crops.

The crops planted in GAP sys-
tem will be produced with higher
quality than the crops planted in
ordinary techniques, fetching
good prices at the market at
home and abroad, benefiting
local farmers to improve their
incomes and socioeconomic
life. SMK
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Duterte’s son vows to ‘fight back’ against father’s ICC arrest

MANILA March 17

The son of former Philippines
President Rodrigo Duterte has
vowed to “fight back” against his
father’s detention by the Inter-
national Criminal Court. Seba-
stian ‘Baste’ Duterte, currently
the mayor of Davao City, called
on supporters to “stand up”
against what he claims is the
illegal arrest of his father.

Rodrigo Duterte, 79, was arr-
ested by Philippines authorit-

ies at Manila’s international
airport last week and flown to
The Hague, where he is standing
trial on charges of crimes against
humanity linked to his ‘war on
drugs’ policy.

According to the ICC arrest
warrant, the former president
allegedly organized “death
squads” that carried out extra-
judicial killings of suspected
drug dealers and users between
2016 and 2022.

Baste Duterte has claimed
that his father’s arrest “sets
a dangerous precedent,” while
other officials in the Philippines
have also criticized the extra-
dition of the former leader.

“We will stand up and we will
fight back,” he said.

The ICC began investigating
Duterte’s anti-drug campaign
in 2018, focusing on allegations
of extrajudicial killings and
police brutality. Activists claim-

ed innocent people, including
children, were Kkilled, while
police insisted they acted in
self-defense. Duterte has denied
wrongdoing but admitted the
crackdown was violent. Offi-
cially, 6,200 people were killed,
though experts believe the toll
is much higher.

Some human rights advocates
have called the arrest of the
former president illegal as the
Philippines formally withdrew

from the ICCin 2019 on Duterte’s
orders. The Hague-based court
insists that it retains jurisdiction
over crimes that may have been
committed while the country
was a signatory to it.

Rodrigo Duterte’s lawyers
have filed a petition accusing
the Philippines government of
“kidnapping” and arguing that
his extradition violated both
domesticlaw and the ICC regu-
lations. RT

Yemen’s Houthis say launched retaliatory attack on U.S.
aircraft carrier in Red Sea

SANAA March 17

Yemen’s Houthi group said it
launched a retaliatory attack
against the USS Harry S. Tru-
man aircraft carrier in the Red
Sea on Sunday in response to
dozens of U.S. airstrikes on its
positions.

“The American enemy laun-
ched ablatant aggression aga-
inst our country with more than
47 air raids targeting Sanaa
and seven other governorates,”
Houthi military spokesperson
Yahya Sarea said in a televised
statement aired by Houthi-run
al-Masirah TV.

“Inresponse to the aggress-
ion, we carried out a military
operation, targeting USS Harry
S. Truman and its escorts with
a drone and 18 ballistic and
cruise missiles,” Sarea stated.

The Houthi attack came after
the Houthi Supreme Political
Council -- the group’s highest
governing authority -- vowed a
“painful” retaliation, framing the
American attacks as support for
Israel and warning they would
“drag the situation to a more
severe and painful level.”

The spokesperson also con-
firmed that his group would “con-
tinue to impose a naval blockade
on the Israelienemy” inits area

of operations, including the Red
Sea, the Arabian Sea, the Gulf of
Aden, and the Bab al-Mandab
Strait, until the entry of aid into
Gaza is permitted.

U.S. warplanes launched ex-
tensive airstrikes across north-
ern Yemen on Saturday night,
targeting multiple Houthi-
controlled locations. According
to the latest Houthi estimates
on Sunday, the bombardment
resulted in at least 53 deaths
and 98 injuries.

This is the first U.S. military
operation against the Houthi
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group since U.S. President
Donald Trump assumed power
in January and redesignated
the group as a “foreign terrorist
organization.”

Trump warned on the social
media platform Truth Social on
Saturday that if the Houthis do
not stop their attacks on the
Red Sea shipping, “hell will rain
down upon you like nothing you
have ever seen before,” claim-
ing the U.S. aerial attacks on
the “terrorists’ bases, leaders,
and missile defences were to
protect American shipping, air;
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and naval assets, and to restore
navigational freedom.”

The U.S. Central Command
said earlier on X platform that
the airstrikes were launched
from a U.S. aircraft carrier
north of the Red Sea.

The U.S. airstrikes came days
after the Houthi group anno-
unced on Tuesday that it would
resume launching attacks
against Israeli-linked shipp-
ing until the crossings of the
Gaza Strip are reopened and

aid allowed in.
Xinhua

US to exit EU-led investigation on Russia — NYT

WASHINGTON March 17

The administration of US Pre-
sident Donald Trump is retrea-
ting from initiatives aimed at
investigating and prosecuting
alleged Russian crimes link-
ed to the Ukraine conflict, the
New York Times reported on
Monday.

According to sources cited
by the newspaper, the US De-

partment of Justice (DOJ) will
withdraw from the EU-backed
International Center for the
Prosecution of the Crime of
Aggression against Ukraine
(ICPA),established to investi-
gate Russia, Belarus, North
Korea, and Iran for the alleged
crime of international aggress-
ion.

The US became the only non-

European ICPA member when
it joined in 2023. Sources have
told the NYT that Washington
had informed EU countries
about its imminent exit ahead
of a formal announcement.
US government officials re-
portedlyjustified the withdrawal
by citing a broader reduction
in expenditures. The DOJ had
pledged US$-1 million to support

European investigators when
US participation was initially
announced.

Additionally, Washington is
curtailing operations of a DOJ
team known as WarCAT, form-
ed in 2022 to train Ukrainian
prosecutors on charging and
trying Russians for alleged
war crimes, according to NYT
sources. RT

At least six
killed in
fireworks
blasts
across Iran

ahead of
Fire Festival

TEHRAN March 17

At least six people were killed
and 458 others injured in fire-
works explosions across Iran
in the past 26 days leading up
to the Fire Festival, which will be
celebrated on Tuesday, Iran’s
official news agency IRNA re-
ported Monday.

Of those injured, 60 were hos-
pitalized, IRNA reported, quot-
ing Babak Yektaparast, spokes-
man for Iran’s Emergency Me-
dical Services Organization, who
offered details on casualties
related to the making, storing,
and use of fireworks between
February 19 and March 16.

He said 44 people had under-
went amputations, 88 sustained
eye injuries, and 219 suffered
burns.

The traditional Fire Festival,
also known as Chaharshanbe
Suri, is celebrated by Iranians
on the eve of the last Wednesday
before Nowruz, the Iranian New
Year, which falls on March 21 this
year. Each year, casualties are
reported in the lead-up to the
festival due to the making, stor-
ing, and early use of fireworks.

The festival is celebrated by
jumping over bonfires and using
firecrackers in public places as
part of the rituals to bid farewell
to the old year and welcome the
new one.

Xinhua



@5@ | 18-3-2025

Statement & International Newsl21

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive
activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.
3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives
and property of innocent people.

Trump unveils date for next call with Putin

US President Donald Trump
has announced that he expects
to hold a phone conversation
with his Russian counterpart,
Vladimir Putin, on Tuesday to
discuss the prospects of a peace
agreement in the Ukraine con-
flict.

Speaking to reporters aboard
Air Force One on Sunday, Trump
said he plans to speak with
Putin on March 18, according
to the AP,

“We will see if we have someth-
ing to announce maybe by
Tuesday. I will be speaking to
President Putin on Tuesday. A
lot of work’s been done over the
weekend. We want to see if we
can bring that war to an end.
We will be talking about land.
We will be talking about power
plants,” Trump was quoted as

saying.

US special envoy Steve Witkoff
previously stated that Trump
and Putin were expected to hold
a telephone conversation this
week to discuss efforts toward
establishing a ceasefire in the
Ukraine conflict. Witkoff, who re-
cently met with Putin in Moscow,
described the discussions as
“positive” and indicated that
both Russian and Ukrainian
parties are now “a lot closer”
in negotiations.

“Iexpect that there’ll be a call
with both presidents this week,
and we’re also continuing to
engage and have conversations
with the Ukrainians,” Witkoff
said.

On Saturday, US Secretary of
State Marco Rubio held a sepa-
rate phone call with Russian

Foreign Minister Sergey Lav-
rov, during which the two top
diplomats discussed further
steps to reestablish direct com-
munication between their
countries.

The first formal telephone
conversation between the
Russian and US leaders in
years took place on February
12,2025. It was followed by high-
level talks in Saudi Arabia on
February 18, where Washington
and Moscow agreed to assign
teams to work on resolving the
Ukraine conflict, restore em-
bassy operations, and address
other points of contention in
bilateral relations. Since then,
additional discussions have
been held in Istanbul, focusing
on diplomatic funding and
a proposal from Moscow to

—

reinstate direct flights.

Following negotiations in
Jeddah last week, Ukraine
agreed to a 30-day ceasefire.
Shortly after, Witkoff traveled to
Moscow on Thursday to present
Putin with the details of the pro-
posal.

The Russian President wel-
comed the ceasefire in princi-
ple but insisted on addressing
several key issues first, includ-
ing the fate of Ukrainian troops

encircled in Russia’s Kursk
Region. While the details of
Witkoff’s meeting with Putin
have not been made public,
Trump hinted at progress,
stating that the White House
had received “some pretty
good news” regarding the
ceasefire efforts and that US-
Russia meetings over the past
several days had been “very
productive.”

RT

Hidden risk in your tap water could trigger
deadly high cholesterol, experts discover

PRODUCTS CONTAINING 'FOREVER CHEMICALS'

A chemical found in tap
water that's been linked to
cancer could also raise Ievels
of harmful cholesterol, a study
has suggested.

Called perfluorooctanoic
acid, the substance has long
been used in products such as
frying pans and food packaging
to stop materials like plastics
sticking together.

But it is part of family of sub-
stances dubbed 'forever chemi-
cals'— known to persist in both
the environment and inside
people's bodies for years without
breaking down.

Now, US scientists have sug-
gested the compound — which

pro'ﬁug:l.g

Juvenile
jproducts

has previously been found in
UK tap water supplies — could
raise cholesterol levels, raising
the risk of heart disease and
strokes.

In the study, the scientists fed
mice a high carbohydrate and
fat diet, the equivalent to that
consumed by the average mo-
dern American, and drinking
water containing various levels
of perfluorooctanoic acid.

The rodents were fed water
with perfluorooctanoic acid
doses ranging from 0.5, 1.4 or
6.2 mg per litre, for 14 weeks, to
achieve an exposure level pre-
viously recorded in people.

Analysis found mice fed the

medium and highest amounts
ofthe chemical saw an increase
in levels of LDL cholesterol in
the blood and liver — the type
most associated with health
risks, often referred to as 'bad'
cholesterol.

LDL cholesterol s a fatty sub-
stance that can accumulate in
the blood vessels, forming depo-
sits that can interfere with blood
flow, risking heart attacks and
strokes.

Writing in the journal Archives
of Toxicology, the US experts ob-
served that perfluorooctanoic
acid appeared to be interfering
with enzymes that help the liver
eliminate the fatty substance.

'Approximately one-third of
cholesterolis eliminated through
conversion to bile [a digestive
enzyme] and this pathway re-
presents the major source of
daily cholesterol turnover, they
said.

The scientists noted the che-
mical appeared to have a stron-
ger impact on cholesterol in
female mice, though they added
this may be because the rodents

drank more water than the
males.

They added that further work
was needed to explore the im-
plications of perfluorooctanoic
acid exposure in humans over
long periods of time.

Perfluorooctanoic acid is one
of many industrial substances
that are commonly referred
to as per-and-polyfluoroalkyl
substances, or PFAS.

PFAS have previously found
in British drinking supplies, in
both tap and bottled water.

However, experts have found
boiling the water, or using sim-
ple filtration jugs commonly
available in stores, reduces
PFAS concentration in water by
up to 90 percent.

Concerns about the chemicals
have been growing for years,
and while some have been
banned in certain countries,
they remain widely used.

They are found in a swathe
of everyday items, from non-
stick cookware, clothing, food
packaging, carpets, paints,
toiletries, and period products.

Studies have linked exposure
toahost of health issues includ-
ing cancers of the kidney and
testicles, lower immune re-

sponse, impaired liver function,
decreased birth weight and
infertility.

While these links are not
definitive, part of the concern
is due to how widespread PFAS
exposure is and how long they
persist in the environment.

The UK Government curren-
tly sets a limit of 0.1microgram
perlitre for PFAS in UK drinking
water.

An official report recorded one
occasion in 2023 when a drink-
ing water sample for England
was above this level.

Patients have been urged for
years to keep an eye on chole-
sterol and reduce their risk by
eating fewer fatty foods, exercis-
ing more and cutting down on
smoking and drinking.

Medications like statins, a
daily pill taken by about 8 million
patients, can also be prescribed
to help lower cholesterol.

Cardiovascular disease causes
about a quarter of all deaths in
the UK, some 170,000 deaths each
year.

That about 480 deaths a day,
or one every three minutes
according to the British Heart
Foundation.
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