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Mekong-Lancang Cooperation National Coordination Unit (Myanmar)
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
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Salt water represents 97.5
percent of the total volume of
global water mass and only the
remaining 2.5 percent is fresh-
water. But 68.7 percent of fresh-
water is in the form of ice in the
polar glaciers and on the snow-
capped mountains. The role of
glaciers is of vital importance
for global freshwater resources.
Besides, they are also the main
resources for drinking water,
irrigation and energy generation
for millions of global peoples.

However, 91 percent of gla-
ciers are in Antarctica and 8
percent of them in Greenland.
Himalayas and Andes hold the

See Page - 1900

NAY PYI TAW March 22

World Water Day 2025 was
observed at MICC-II here this
morning, addressed by Chair-
man of National Water Resour-
ces Committee Chairman of
State Administration Council
Prime Minister Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing.

Present were SAC Joint Se-
cretary General Ye Win Oo,
SAC members, union ministers,
the Nay Pyi Taw Council chair,
senior military officers from
the Office of the Commander-
in-Chief, the Nay Pyi Taw Com-
mand commander, deputy mini-
sters, officials of ministries,
invited guests and other officials.
Region/State chief ministers
attended the ceremony through
video conferencing.

In his keynote address, the
Senior General said water is a
crucial natural resource for
life, and in addition, it is the
basic requirement for business
including agriculture and for
survival. Safe and clean water
benefits the environment, apart
from supporting human health.
In this regard, clean and safe
water is a constant requisite for
the health and fitness of every
person.

Global awareness of the im-
portance of clean water, en-
couragement for sustainable
water resources management,
awareness of the fact that a
significant portion and number
of global populations are living
in the regions where cleans
water is not available and are

facing water scarcity, impetus
for solving the water scarcity
problem, and implementation
of the point 6 of the sustainable
development goals for 2020 of
UN —clean water and sanitation
for all - with extra impetus: are
the goals of designating the
22" March as the World Water
Day, which is being celebrated
since 1993.

Annually, themes are set on
the issues that need special
attention and “The Glacier
Preservation” is this year’s
theme.

Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing

presents prize to a winner.
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remaining 1 percent.

Studies indicate that between
2000 and 2019, glaciers lost an
estimated 267 billion tons of ice
annually, accounting for 21
percent of the observed rise in
sea levels.

Over the past40years, glaciers
in the Himalayas have been
melting at an accelerated pace,
with a significant decline in ice
volume in recent years. Experts
estimate that if global tempera-
tures increase by 2 degrees
Celsius above pre-industrial
era levels, more than half of the
world’s glaciers could vanish
by 2100. The United Nations has
designated 2025 as the Inter-
national Year of Glaciers. Begi-
nning in 2025, March 215t will
be recognized annually as "World
Day for Glaciers." This hasraised
global awareness of the crucial
role glaciers play in climate re-
gulation, hydrological cycles,
and their economic, social, and
environmental impacts.

Although Myanmar does not
have glaciers that are obvious,
the glaciers flowing from the
Hkakabo Razi Mountains and
the Tibetan Plateau, located in
the upper reaches of the Maykha
and Malikha Rivers, which are
the sources of the Ayeyawady
River, are of considerable im-
portance. These glaciers accu-
mulate ice during the summer
months and play a key role in
partially replenishing the Aye-
yawady River.

Climate change and rising
temperatures are accelerating
the melting of glaciers and
decreasing their mass. Studies

have shown that glaciers in the
upper Ayeyawady River are
receding more rapidly than
other glaciers in the Himalayas
due to their smaller volume
and area. It is also estimated
that the average temperature
in Kachin State will increase
by 2.5 degrees Celsius by 2100.
This situation indicates that
the glaciers in the upperreaches
of the Ayeyawady River could
disappear entirely. Therefore,
Iwould like to remind you that
the future of our country's
freshwater resources is being
threatened.

Hydrological data are still
needed to accurately study the
effects of glaciers on the flow
ofthe Ayeyawady Riverin Myan-
mar. Therefore, monitoring chan-
ges in glaciers and systemati-
cally collecting data on climate
change are crucial for the effe-
ctive management of future
water resources.

As is widely recognized, the
2024 rainy season in Myanmar
saw severe flooding in several
regions, including Nay Pyi
Taw Union Territory, Kachin
State (Myitkyina), Mandalay
Region, Yangon Region, Shan
State, and Ayeyawady Re-
gion, all as a result of climate
change.

Water management must
prioritize sustainability, adher-
ing to the principles of Integrat-
ed Water Resources Manage-
ment IWRM) as advocated by
the United Nations.

In our country, the "National
Water Resources Committee"
was established on July 25,
2013, to address water-related

issues, mitigate natural disa-
sterrisks, and oversee the syste-
matic management of water
resources across the country.
He stated that after the State
Administrative Council assum-
ed duty, the "National Water
Resources Committee" was
reorganized on December 12,
2022, with him serving as the
chairman.

The "National Water Resour-
ces Committee" is focused on
fully implementing a compre-
hensive water resources mana-
gement system in Myanmar
and effectively utilizing the
country's water resources. The
committee is overseeing water-
related project activities and
the implementation of national
water policy, coordinating mini-
stries and organizations, and
organizing World Water Day
events while promoting water-
related awareness-raising and
research activities.

Moreover, a water-resource
study team was formed on 7
March, 2022 to carry out rese-
arch on volume of water resour-
ces including measuring the
flow rate of water from the
sources to the river mouths of
the Ayeyawady, Chindwin, Sitt-
aung and Thanlwin rivers and
conditions of navigation routes.
The team is implementing its
tasks and reporting progress
of work on waterresources rese-
arch to the union government.
Currently, limits for navigation
are increasing along the Ayeya-
wady and Chindwin river due
to man-made silt. Therefore,
maintenance of river systems
has become important and
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requires immediate solutions.
Regional governments and
authorities are required to
monitor activities that damage
the environment along major
rivers and small rivers and
creeks that flow into them. As
these rivers are essential for
transportation, it is necessary
to measures to dredge them
urgently, to utilize fresh water
from the Himalaya in the agri-
culture sector; to navigate along
rivers in any season, to gene-
rate hydro-power, to green both
sides of rivers and creeks and
related areas and to build low-
head dams in designated areas
as soon as possible.

Water management is very
important for future water se-
curity and in addition to raising
awareness about sustainable
water management practices
to all, new techniques such as
innovating new technologies
and developing proper water
utilization practices must be
adopted.

In accordance with the theme
of this year's World Water Day
: Glacier Preservation, Iwould
like to urge relevant departments
and organization to cooperate
for sustainable enrichment of
water resources in the country,
reduction of water-related nat-
ural disasters and preservation
of water resource by utilizing
advanced technology and public
cooperation and to take measu-
res to preserve current fresh
water resources prudently.
Universities and research cen-
tres are also urged to continue
to carry out research on the
progress of the water sector

and awareness-raising campa-
igns, to exert efforts for the pro-
gress of water sector for future
water security of the country
through water management
technologies and to participate
in any possible role in the pre-
servation of existing ice moun-
tains and glaciers that can
support fresh water resources
of the country. Iwould also like
to urge the entire people to
cooperate in water manage-
ment sectors for the sustainable
and beneficial use of water
resources for existing and new
generations.

Then, the Senior General pre-
sented prizes of winners of the
first, second and third prizes
at the professional level article
competition commemorating
Global Water Day- 2025.

Afterward, vice chairman of
the National Water Resources
Committee Deputy Prime Mini-
ster Union Minister for Trans-
port and Communication Ge-
neral Mya Tun Oo presented
prizes to winners of amateur
level article competition mar-
king the Global Water Day-
2025.

Then, the Senior General and
attendees watched the docu-
mentary video marking Global
Water Day - 2025.

Afterward, the Senior General
posed for documentary photo-
graphs together with the atten-
dees and greeted them cordially.

Then, the Senior General and
attendees viewed around photo-
graphy booths marking Global
Water Day-2025 conducted by
responsible officials.

100

Pigeon pea harvest completed on 20,523 acres in Budalin Township

BUDALIN March 22
According to records from
the Budalin Township Depart-
ment of Agriculture, a total of
20,523 acres of pigeon pea plan-
ted during the monsoon cropp-
ing season have been harvested.
In Budalin Township, a total
of 34,487 acres of pigeon pea

were cultivated during the mon-
soon season. Harvesting began
in December 2023, and as of
today, a total of 20,523 acres of
pigeon pea have been harvested.
The yield per acre is reported
to be 17.43 baskets.

“The monsoon cropping sea-
son in Budalin Township saw

the cultivation of up to 34,487
acres of pigeon pea. Currently,
harvesting is underway, with
20,523 acres already completed.
Efforts are being made to en-
sure good yield performance.
Farmers cultivate pigeon pea
both as a separate crop and
through intercropping me-

thods,” said U Phyo Wai, the
head of the Budalin Township
Agriculture Department.

The department has been
providing farmers with guidance
on selecting high-quality seeds,
adopting proper cultivation tech-
niques, pest control measures,
and improving yields.

Moreover, to reduce costs for
pigeon pea growers, the Agricul-
ture Department has been
promoting the combined use
of domestic raw materials. This
method helps lower cultivation
expenses while ensuring pest-
free crops and healthy plant
growth. SK

More than 1,500 acres of chilli planted in Yinmabin District

YINMABIN March 22

Yinmabin District Depart-
ment of Agriculture stated that
a total of 1,544 acres of chilli
hasbeen planted as cold season
crops in Yinmabin District of
Sagaing Region.

Local authorities earmarked
1,585 acres of chilli in the district

but farmer grew 1,544 acres of
chilli—1,358 acres in Yinmabin
Township and 186 acres in Pale
Township, starting from October
2024.

Daw Myat Moe Win, Head of
Yinmabin District Department
of Agriculture explained: “Far-
mers have so far planted 1,544

acres of chilli against the target
of 1,585 acres in Yinmabin
District. They are trying hard
to meet the target cultivation.
Our department encourages
local farmers to grow chilli on
a commercial scale.”

In 2024-2025 cold season, local
authorities earmarked 1,131

acres of chilli in Yinmabin
Township, 229 acres in Kani
Township and 225 acres in Pale
Township, totalling 1,585 acres.

Officials from relevant Agri-
culture Departments help local
farmers apply agricultural
techniques, prevent pests and
improve fertile soil to boost

per-acre yield of chilli.
Farmers need to cost Ks-1.5
million per acre in growing
chilli on their own land but Ks-
2.5 million on rented land. It is
necessary to plunk chilli fruits
once every 15 days till six months.
It yields 100 viss of chilli per
acre for the first time, and then
it increases to 400-500 viss per
acre. SMK
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Russia

‘100 percent’
doesn’t want
to invade
‘Europe’ -
Trump envoy

MOSCOW March 22

Russia hasno desire toinvade
other European countries, US
special envoy for the Middle
East Steve Witkoff has said,
dismissing such fears as “pre-
posterous.”

He made the remarks in an
interview with Americanjourna-
list Tucker Carlson on Friday.

Asked to comment on the
UK’s declaration that it is ready
to send troops to Ukraine to help
guarantee a potential peace
deal between Moscow and Kiev,
Witkoff suggested that British
policymakers want to be “like
Winston Churchill,” who warned
that “the Russians are going
to march across Europe.”

Asked by Carlson if he thinks
Russia wants to do this, Witkoff
replied: “100 percent not.”

Moscow also does not want
to “absorb Ukraine,” according
to Witkoff. “That would be like
occupying Gaza. Why do the
Israelis really want to occupy
Gaza for the rest of their lives?
They don’t. They want stability
there. They don’t want to deal
with that.”

Crimea voted overwhelmingly
in favor of joining Russia in a
referendum in 2014, following
a Western-backed coup in Kiev,
with the regions of Donetsk, Lug-
ansk, Kherson, and Zaporozhye
following suit in autumn 2022.

Witkoff’s interview came out
after he held face-to-face talks
with Russian President Vladimir
Putin earlier this month as part
of diplomacy aimed at mediating
an end to the Ukraine conflict.
Following the talks, he suggested
that a complete ceasefire could
be reached within “a couple of
weeks,” adding that the US could
ease the sanctions on Moscow
once an agreement is reached.

Amid the Ukraine conflict, a
number of European leaders
have claimed that Russia har-
bors plans to attack NATO coun-
tries within several years. Putin
has dismissed the claims as
“nonsense,” arguing that Russia
has no interest whatsoever in
doing so.

RT
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Senator Marcos seeks clarity on ex-president Duterte's ICC arrest

MANILA March 22

Philippine Senator Imee Mar-
cos said on Saturday that she
is still studying whether to con-
duct another Senate committee
hearing on the arrest of former
President Rodrigo Duterte.

Marcos, chair of the Senate
Committee on Foreign Relations,
told a forum that there are calls
for a second hearing, saying
that some volunteers want to
voice their opinions.

"I think some more studies
are still required given that
international laws are involved,
the Philippine Constitution and
the rights of the accused and
the bill of rights are also involv-
ed, as well as many laws that
in many cases have not been
tried or tested before," Marcos
said.

Marcos, an elder sister of Phi-
lippine President Ferdinand
Romualdez Marcos, said the

committee is in "a mad rush"
to come up with a report for
Thursday's hearing.

"(The committee), like the
rest of the Philippines, want
clarity and action on this," She
said, "We are carefully studying
these laws, line by line, including
the jurisdiction of the ICC
(International Criminal Court).
But the Philippine Constitution
must prevail."

Marcos questioned in the

first hearing if the "Philippines
has become a province of The
Hague," lamenting that the 79-
year-old former president was
made to answer to a foreign
court.

On March 11, the Internatio-
nal Criminal Police Organizat-
ion arrested Duterte over a
warrant issued by the ICC for
crimes against humanity relat-
ed to his controversial "war on
drugs" campaign. Xinhua

At least 130 killed by Israeli army in Gaza in 48
hogrs: health___authorities

o
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GAZA March 2
Atleast 130 Palestinians were
killed, and 263 others injured

i P N

s Y

in Israeli attacks on the Gaza ties said on Saturday.

Strip over the past 48 hours,
the Gaza-based health authori-
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This brought the death toll
t0 49,747 and injuries to 113,213

since the Palestinian-Israeli
conflict broke out in early Octo-
ber 2023, it added.

The statement also noted
that many victims remain trapp-
ed under rubble or stranded on
the streets, inaccessible to ambu-
lances and civil defense teams.

In a separate statement, the
health authorities called on
residents of the Gaza Strip to
donate blood by heading to the
few operational hospitals in the
enclave.

Israel resumed strikes in
Gaza on Tuesday after a cease-
fire with Hamas that began on
January 19 unraveled. Israeli
forces subsequently launched
ground operations across sou-
thern, northern, and central
Gaza. Xinhua

Trump revokes security clearances for Kamala
Harris, Hillary Clinton

WASHINGTON March 22

U.S. President Donald Trump
on Friday revoked security clear-
ances for former Vice President
Kamala Harris, former Secretary
of State Hillary Clinton and others.

Former Secretary of State
Antony Blinken and former Na-

tional Security Advisor Jacob
Sullivan were among several
others who had their security
clearance revoked.

"Thereby direct every executive
department and agency head
to take all additional action as
necessary and consistent with

existing law to revoke any active
security clearances held by the
aforementioned individuals and
to immediately rescind their
access to classified information,"
Trump said in a memorandum.

In 2021, then President Joe
Biden revoked the security clear-

ance for Trump, who was then
a former president.

Former U.S. presidents have
traditionally received intelligen-
ce briefings so they can advise
incumbent presidents on national
security and foreign policy.

Xinhua

US air force to develop F-47, the world’s first

sixth-generation fighter... with boeing

WASHINGTON March 22

US President Donald Trump
announced on Friday that the
Pentagon has granted Boeing
a contract to design and build
the world's first sixth-generation
fighter jet, which will be named

the F-47.

"I’m thrilled to announce that,
at my direction, the United States
Air Force is moving forward
with the world's first sixth-ge-
neration fighter jet. Nothing in
the world comes even close to

it, anditll be known as the F-47,"
Trump said in his remarks from
the Oval Office, adding that "the
AirForce is going to be awarding
the contract for the next gene-
ration air dominance platform
to Boeing."

Trump, who is also the 47
President of the United States,
remarked that F-47 will operate
alongside drones in the air and
will feature cutting-edge stealth
technology, rendering it "virtually
unseeable." Sputnik
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Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

and property of innocent people.

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives

Unit
24
A Study this example situation:
These people are standing in a queue to get

into the cinema.

Half an hour from now, the cinema will be full.

Everyone will be watching the film.

Three hours from now, the cinema will be empty.

The film will have finished.

Everyone will have gone home. three hours from now

"B Iwill be doing something (future continuous) = I will be in the middle of doing it:

This time next week I'll be on holiday. I'll be lying on the beach or swimming in the sea.
You have no chance of getting the job. You’ll be wasting your time if you apply.

Compare will be (do)ing and will (do):
Don’t phone between 7 and 8. We’ll be eating.
Let’s wait for Liz to arrive and then we’ll eat.

Compare:
At 10 o’clock yesterday, Tina was in her office. She was working. (past continuous)
It’s 10 o’clock now. She is in her office. She is working. (present continuous)
At 10 o’clock tomorrow, she will be in her office. She will be working. (future continuous)

[C | Wealso use will be -ing to talk about complete actions in the future.

For example: Laterin the programmeﬂ

The government will be making a statement Pll be talking to ...

about the crisis later today.

Later in the programme, I'll be talking to the
Minister of Education.
The team’s star player is injured and won’t
be playing in the game on Saturday.
When we use it in this way, will be (doing) is similar to
will (do) and going to (do).

- I will have done something (future perfect) = it will be complete before a time in the future. For example:
Sally always leaves for work at 8.30 in the morning. She won’t be at home at 9 o’clock -
she’ll have gone to work.
We’re late. The film will already have started by the time we get to the cinema.
Compare:
Ted and Amy have been married for 24 years. (present perfect)
Next year they will have been married for 25 years. (future perfect)
When their son was born, they had been married for three years. (past perfect)

' will—— Units 21-22 by then / by the time —— Unit 120  The future—— Appendix 3

Raymond Murphy
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