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Chairman of National Planning Commission Chairman of State

Administration Council Prime Minister Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing addresses NPC meeting
| — = |85 ;

Chairman of State Administration Council Prime Minister Senior General Min Aung Hlaing delivers an address at the meeting of National Planning Commission.

NAY PYI TAW March 24

The National Planning Com-
mission (NPC) held a meeting
at the meeting hall of the State
Administration Council Chair-
man’s Office here this morn-
ing with an address by Chair-
man of NPC Chairman of
State Administration Council
Prime Minister Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing.

Also present were Vice Chair-
man of NPC Vice Chairman of
SAC Deputy Prime Minister
Vice-Senior General Soe Win,
union minister members of
NPC, union level dignitaries, the
Nay Pyi Taw Council chair and
deputy ministers. Region/state
chief ministers and chairmen
ofleading bodies of self-admini-
stered zone/division took part
in the meeting in the form of
video-conferencing.

In his address, the Senior
General said union ministers,
the union auditor-general, the
Nay Pyi Taw Council chair, re-
gion/state chief ministers would
have to pass the National Plan-
ning Law for financial year
2025-2026 at this NPC meeting
1/2025.

Obviously, SAC has been ex-
erting all-out efforts to realize

the two national goals — national
prosperity and food sufficiency
—for national progress since its
assumption of the duties.

The task of realizing the main
business of the national econo-
my calls for a robust institutio-
nal framework. In this regard,
Agricultural Development Com-
mission, Industrial Develop-
ment Commission and Electri-
city and Energy Development
Commission were set up to in-
crease production of the coun-
try’s main sectors with accele-
rated momentum and the said
sectors must enhance their own
development pace.

The State is providing extra
impetus for a strong economic
growth, but the country is fac-
ingaloss of economic and social
infrastructures including roads,
bridges, towers, power stations,
schools, hospitals due to destru-
ctive acts. As the saying goes,
“increase of deer population
is denied by the presence of
atiger”, the said acts are obs-
tructing national development.
As development undertakings
cannot be carried outin the areas
where stability is absent, they
lack behind in development.

The State is providing all the

required support for setting
up a favourable economic en-
vironment. Additionally, it is
encouraging human resources
development and ensuring a bet-
ter socioeconomic environment,
the main drive for promoting the
production power of a country.
It is also extending the higher
institutions of polytechnic lear-
ning in many parts of the coun-
try, in addition to Nay Pyi Taw,
and ensuring accessible quality
education for all.

It is upgrading healthcare
services and in the social sector;
itis engaging in the life-quality
improvement of outstanding
athletes to bring honour to the
nation through sports.

The government has imple-
mented its first-phase of the
program covering the work of
building indoor stadiums, and
stands and a 400-metre track,
and swimming pools in nearly all
the regions and states. It is now
in the process of implementing
the second-phase of the program
in district towns. In the third-
phase, it will build the facilities
in townships.

As for environmental conser-
vation, it is extending the mon-
soon tree planting activities

and forest plantations. It is
arranging the application of
modern technology in search
andrescue operations to alleviate
the damage caused by climate
change. Its tree plantation goal
is “thriving of every planted
tree”, and a target is set to in-
crease forest cover of the coun-
try from 42 percent at present
to 50 percent.

The fundamental transpor-
tation infrastructure, encompas-
sing roads, production routes,
inter-village roads, and all-
season road networks in rural
areas, has been developed to
facilitate the movement of goods
and passengers across various
regions, including remote areas.

In the upcoming fiscal year
2025-2026, priority will be given
to essential inputs, including
seeds, fertilizers, machinery, and
solar water pumping projects,
to enhance agricultural and
farming activities. These efforts
will support the continuation
of ongoing dam and electricity
generation projects and contri-
bute to the achievement of na-
tional development goals. Ex-
penditures for vocational train-
ing and job creation will also
be allowed.

To improve the standard of
living for people with limited
financial resources, the constru-
ction of public rental housing
projects has been approved.
Additionally, the development
of staff housing, essential for
providing comfortable living
conditions for employees in sec-
tors such as security, education,
health, and others, has also
been permitted. Funds have
been allocated to support and
assist in the rehabilitation of
people displaced by the violence.

A systematic study and ana-
lysis must be conducted on
projects proposed by the Union
Ministries, as well as those
planned by regional and state
governments, to ensure they
are practical initiatives that will
effectively benefit the people
and are completed within the
established timelines.

To achieve the nation’s aspira-
tions and goals, relevant depart-
ments, organizations, regions,
and states must follow the
established agendas, directions,
and policy objectives as guide-
lines, working together in a bal-
anced and coordinated manner.

The State will continue to

See Page - 19mm
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collaborate with the public to
implement people-centered
projects aimed at ensuring peace
and prosperity for the Union,
as well as prosperity for the
nation’s citizens. Therefore, I
urge all involved to work towards
the successful execution of the
targeted projects.

In his speech, the Vice-Senior
General stated that the National
Plan for the fiscal year 2025-2026,
which is set to be approved at
today’s National Planning Com-
mission meeting, hasbeen drawn
up with the goal of enhancing
the socio-economic well-being
of the people and achieving
people-centered, inclusive long-
term development for the cou-
ntry’s prosperity and food sec-
urity. It was also noted that
the plan is designed to be im-
plemented in alignment with
the country’s future plans and
objectives, which include the
development of agriculture
and farming, micro, small, and
medium-sized enterprises,
increased exports, domestic
edible oil self-sufficiency, and
advancements in the education,
health, transportation, electricity,
and energy sectors. In addition,
approval has been granted to
undertake regional reconstruc-
tion and development efforts.

By the end of this fiscal year,
growth is anticipated in all sec-
tors except for the energy, metals,
minerals, and electricity sectors.
According to the provisional
year-end estimate, the economic

growth rate is expected toreach
2.9 percent compared to the
same period last year.

Based on this year’simplemen-
tation status, as well as the
production and budget projec-
tions from relevant Union Mini-
stries and regions/states, the
GDP growth rate for the fiscal
year 2025-2026 is estimated
to reach 3 percent, valued at
Ks-171,498.1 billion at the prices
of the year. Based on the 2024
Population and Housing Cen-
sus and the preliminary popu-
lation estimates, with a popu-
lation of 51.3 million, the per
capita production and service
value is projected to exceed
3.3 million.

He urged the meeting to
ensure that project expendi-
tures linked to production and
service activities are spent
systematically, working together
to achieve greater economic
growth than currently, effecti-
vely utilizing the state’s resour-
ces to achieve positive results,
and meeting the main and basic
needs of the people.

Following this, U Win Shein,
Vice Chairman of the National
Planning Commission, Deputy
Prime Minister, and Union Mini-
ster for Planning and Finance,
reviewed and discussed the
implementation status of the
National Plan for the 2024-2025
fiscal year and provided an
overview of the draft National
Plan for the 2025-2026 fiscal
year.

Then, Secretary of the Natio-

nal Planning Commission De-
puty Minister for Planning and
Finance Daw Than Than Lin
reported to the Senior General
on the draft of the 2025-2026
Fiscal Year National Planning
Law (Draft).

Afterward, union ministers
reported to the Senior General on
planning targets and implemen-
tation for each fiscal year.

After hearing the reports the
Senior General made additional
remarks, saying plans are
developed to implement what
can actually be implemented
and it is necessary to develop
plans that will mainly serve
the people. It is important to
increase the GDP of the country
by boosting domestic production
and to enhance the manufactu-
ring sector by using agricultural
products. If the manufacturing
sector makes progress, other
industrial and services sectors
will develop. Therefore, concer-
ted efforts must be made for the
development of the manufactu-
ring sector.

Itis necessary for all to strive
for the success of national plans
seriously. In developing plans,
it is important to take urban
and rural populations into
consideration. It is vital to take
food for people living in rural
and urban areas into account. As
sufficient meat and fish must be
produced, the government has
been encouraging the livestock
breeding sector effectively. The
agriculture sector is also being
encouraged.
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In connection with plans,
relevant organizations must
take measures for regional sec-
urity. Investment will increase
when security is ensured. As
foreign investment has dropped,
itisnecessarytoboost production.
Therefore, regions and states
are required to make efforts
to boost production seriously.

Asregards GDE regions and
states are required to strive to
meet the targets in agriculture
and livestock breeding and
meat and fish sectors while
it is necessary for ministries
to supervise the tasks and to
implement plans practically
and successfully.

In connection with security
and the rule of law, regions
and states are required to take
security measures properly to
hold a multi-party general elec-
tion in December. If security
can be ensured, domestic and
foreign investments will incre-
ase and it is necessary for all
to make concerted efforts for
the success of national plans.

Then, the Senior Generalmade
concluding remarks, saying
efforts must be made to meet
GDP targets so that the econo-
my of a country will be strong.
Therefore, it is necessary to
take practical measures to meet
intended targets in national
and regional plans. Tasks being
carried out by the government,
which implements national
interests by prioritizing national
affairs, must be transparent
and beneficial for the people.

All the tasks must be able to
meet their criteria.

Union ministries, Nay Pyi
Taw Council and regional and
state governments are required
to coordinate the tasks that
must be carried out before the
2025-2026 Fiscal Year National
Planning Law and regional
planning laws are enacted.

It is necessary to bravely
take appropriate measures to
boost the political, economic
and defence strengths of the
country. Inimplementing plans,
lessons must be learnt and
pragmatic measures must be
taken innovatively.

Itisnecessary to supervise the
National Economic Promotion
Fund to ensure that it is spent
effectively in respective states
andregions without wastage. As
sound foundations for develop-
ment of MSMEs have been
laid, continued efforts must be
made for long-term operation of
them and to link them with the
global manufacturing network
through regional manufacturing
networks.

Domestic manufacturing in-
dustries are required to enhance
their import-substitutes produc-
tion capabilities to reduce
foreign exchange spending. In
conclusion, the Senior General
urged regions and states includ-
ing Nay Pyi Taw to take stricter
measures to prevent illegal ex-
ploitation and trading of natural
resources. After the remarks,
the meeting concluded.

100
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explained the Union’s estima-
ted revenue and expenditure
budget for the 2025-2026 fiscal
year and the draft Union Bud-
get Law.

Subsequently, Union Minister
for Legal Affairs Union Attor-
ney-General Dr. Thida Oo pro-
vided legal recommendations
on the draft laws, while Union Au-
ditor-General Dr. Khin Naing Oo
presented audit findings and
recommendations regarding
the estimated expenditure bud-
gets.

The Chairman of the Nay
Pyi Taw Council and the Chief
Ministers of the regions and
states then each gave their
respective presentations.

Inresponse to the presenta-
tions, the Chairman of the Finan-
cial Commission Chairman of
the State Administration Council
Prime Minister emphasized
that budget allocations have

been increased for domestic
affairs, defence, health, and
education sectors to support
national development. He
noted that improved monetary
circulation would boost the
economy and urged ministries
andregional/state governments
to base budget projections on
realistic and utilizable amounts.
He further stressed that funds
should be used for the benefit
of the nation and its people,
ensuring revenue targets are met
and expenditures are directed
toward truly impactful areas.
He highlighted that budget
allocations for strengthening
the defence forces’ capabilities
are necessary for national
stability, a practice common in
other countries as well.
Electricity generation pro-
jects take time to build and
cannot be completed quickly.
To address this, we are actively
developing and implementing

projects to meet the country’s
electricity demands. Efforts
are also underway to resume
halted projects. We aim to pro-
mote solar power generation
at the regional and state levels
and encourage private ethnic
entrepreneurs to contribute as
much as possible. Collaborative
efforts in this direction will
significantly support the nation’s
electricity needs.

We need to use the budget sys-
tematically and monitor the
implementation of projects sys-
tematically. We want ministries
tomonitor and inspect any work
thatis carried out in accordance
with the rules and regulations.
We need to work systematically
and with dedication to the cou-
ntry and the people to make the
projects successful.

Then, the Chairman of the Fin-
ance Commission, Chairman
of the State Administration
Council, the Prime Minister,

delivered the concluding speech,
announcing that the Union Bud-
get and Union Budget Bill for
the 2025-2026 FY were scrutini-
zed and approved at today’s
meeting.

The 2025-2026 FY budget
has approved the provision of
educational support to students
studying knowledge and skills
in the education sector for the
comprehensive development of
the state, and the provision of
awards based on the degrees
obtained for teachers.

Thebudget includes the nece-
ssary expenses for expanding
and opening agricultural and
livestock universities to improve
the agricultural and livestock
sector, the expenses for building
recreation centers for students
at each university, the expenses
for solar water pumping system
projects and businesses that
will result in quick-impact pro-
jects, and the expenses for

socio-economic promotion.

It was also found that the
expenditure includes the con-
struction of roads and bridges
to improve transportation and
infrastructure development, and
the expenditure for electricity
generation to provide electricity.

The Union Ministries and
Region or State Governments
should ensure that the allocated
expenditure is beneficial to the
needs of the state and the peo-
ple, and that the allocated expen-
diture is actually implemented
and fully and on time, and that
the accounts are audited.

It is also important for the
Union Ministries and Region and
State Governments to manage
and supervise the full amount
of revenue as allocated, and
therefore, they should make
special efforts to collect tax
revenues in accordance with
the existing tax laws, and the
meeting was adjourned. 100
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Military columns participating in 80" Armed Forces Day Parade
conduct full-dressed rehearsal

NAY PYI TAW March 24

Military columns, which will
take part in the parade for the
80" Anniversary of Armed
Forces Day, which falls on 27
March 2025, conducted a full-
dressed rehearsal at the Nay
Pyi Taw Parade Ground this
morning.

During the rehearsal, officers,
other ranks, female personnel
from seven military columns
marched rhythmically to the
parade ground from Thittat gro-
und under the parade progra-
mme, singing marching songs
energetically to the accompani-
ment of the Tatmadaw (Army,
Navy, Air) Military Band and the
Myanmar Police Force Band.

Vice-Chairman of the State
Administration Council Deputy
Commander-in-Chief of Defence
Services Commander-in-Chief
(Army) Vice-Senior General
Soe Win together with Union
Minister for Defence General
Maung Maung Aye, Union Mini-
ster for Home Affairs Lt-Gen
Tun Tun Naung, Chief of the

General Staff (Army, Navy and
Air) General Kyaw Swa Lin,
Commander-in-Chief (Navy)
Admiral Htein Win, Commander-
in-Chief (Air) General Tun Aung,
Chairman of Armed Forces Day
Organizing Committee Chief of
Armed Forces Training Lt Gen
Htein Win, senior military offi-
cers from the Office of the Com-
mander-in-Chief, Chairman of
Armed Forces Day Organizing
Management Committee Com-
mander of Nay Pyi Taw Comm-
and Maj-Gen Soe Min and offici-
als, inspected parade columns.

First, the Vice-Senior General
and party observed the posi-
tions of parade columns in the
parade ground, arrangement
of chairs for guests to the par-
ade, the installation of SIS (Si-
multaneous Interpretation Sys-
tems) for foreign guests and
the arrival of the VIP convoy
together with a cavalry com-
pany.

Then, the Vice-Senior General
and party inspected coordina-
ted group flights of aircraft and

\

Vice-Senior General Soe Win inspects parade columns.

helicopters from the Tatmadaw
(Air), dress codes for standard-
bearers and columns, prepara-
tions for parade flags, parade
small arms and military equip-
ment and activities of parade

companies in details and fulfilled
the needs in coordination with
officials.

Officers, other ranks, female
military personnel, members
of the female special operation

task force from Tatmadaw
(Army, Navy and Air), and the
Myanmar Police Force together
with aircraft and helicopters
from Tatmadaw (Air) took part
in the parade rehearsal. 100

Winter crop cultivation in Kalay Township reaches 10,191 acres

KALAY March 24

According to records from the
Kalay Township Department
of Agriculture, a total of 10,191
acres of vegetables and other
crops were cultivated during
the winter season in Kalay
Township, located in Sagaing
Region.

In the 2024-2025 winter season,
authorities initially planned to
cultivate 9,121 acres of veget-

ables and other crops. However,
since planting began in October
2024, farmers have successfully
cultivated 10,191 acres, exceed-
ing the original target.

“The planned cultivation area
was 9,121 acres, but we managed
to expanditto 10,191 acres," said
U Naing Tun Win, head of the
Kalay Township Department
of Agriculture. "Crops grown
include mustard, chilli, aroma-

tic spices, potatoes, cabbage,
eggplant, and cauliflower. We
provide farmers with technical
support to ensure that all crops
are cultivated following the Good
Agricultural Practices (GAP)
system. Our goal is to minimize
the use of chemical fertilizers
and pesticides while promoting
healthy and sustainable farming
methods."

The Kalay Township Depart-

ment of Agriculture continues
to support local vegetable
farmers by organizing training
programmes on GAP farming
techniques and ensuring that
harvested crops meet health
and safety standards. Efforts are
also being made to encourage
farmers to expand theirvegetable
cultivation.

Every year, farmers in Kalay
Township grow a variety of

vegetables according to the
seasons. The success of these
crops has contributed to their
household income. Furthermore,
the Department of Agriculture
provides training on proper
cultivation techniques, pest
control, organic fertilizers, and
the use of natural pesticides to
promote safe and sustainable
farming,.

SK

Bogale Township sells 65,000 viss of dried Swimbladder
to Yangon Market

BOGALE March 24

It has been reported that
Bogale Township of Ayeyawady
Region was able to sell up to
65,000 viss of dried Swimblad-
der to the Yangon market. Acc-

ording to Daw Khin Khin, the
operator of the Bogale Town-
ship Dried Fish Commodity
Centre.

“The dried Swimbladders
are taken out from sea fish

such as conger eel, Scarus
ghobban and Crocker, which
are carefully processed, and
dried in a systematic manner.
Dried Swimbladders are then
shipped and sold, starting in

the first week of October. Sales
in the Yangon market have
been increasing ever since,
especially for the dried Swim-
bladders from Bogale Town-
ship and other regional pro-

ducts, which are mostly ex-
ported to the domestic market
in Yangon. The process of ship-
ping and selling has been
smooth, and there have been
no major difficulties,”said Daw
Khin Khin, the operator of the
Bogale Township dried fish
commodity centre.

SK

Kyaukse Township cultivates over 30,000 acres of chic]

KYAUKSE March 24
Kyaukse Township, located in
Kyaukse District of Mandalay
Region, has cultivated 30,098
acres of chickpeas and 1,483
acres of pigeon peas during

the 2024-2025 fiscal year.

The township primarily grows
chickpeas and pigeon peas in
the winter season. As of now,
30,098 acres of chickpeas have
been planted, yielding an aver-

age of 18.50 percent per acre,
which totals 21,349 bushels.
Similarly, 1,483 acres of pigeon
peas havebeen cultivated, with a
yield of 17.50 percent per acre,
amounting to a total of 2,953

bushels, according to the Town-
ship Department of Agricul-
ture.

Officials from both the town-
ship and district agriculture
departments are providing ess-

eas

ential support, including high-
quality seeds suited to the region,
guidance on effective planting
methods, and agricultural know-
ledge.

SMK
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Financial Commission Chairman SAC Chairman Prime Minister
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing addresses the meeting of
Financial Commission

NAY PYI TAW March 24

Chairman of the State Admini-
stration Council Prime Minister
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
whois alsoin the capacity of Chair-
man of the Financial Commis-
sion delivered a speech at the
meeting of the Financial Com-
mission at the SAC Chairman
Office in Nay Pyi Taw this
afternoon.

Also present at the meeting
were Vice Chairman of the Com-
mission SAC Vice Chairman
Deputy Prime Minister Vice-Se-
nior General Soe Win, Secre-
tary of the Commission Union
Minister for Planning and Fin-
ance U Win Shein, Union mini-
sters, the Auditor-General of
the Union, the Chairman of Nay
Pyi Taw Council and deputy
ministers together with chief
ministers of regions and states
through a video conferencing.

At the meeting, the Senior
General said that the meeting
aims to discuss and approve
the budget of the Union and
the Union Budget Bill drafted
for 2025-2026 financial year. Mi-
nistries, Nay Pyi Taw Council,
regions and states have to spend
the prioritized expenditure for
relevant sectors and regions in
order to implement three eco-
nomic objectives of the State.

Departments and organiza-
tions prioritize spending of the
State fund on infrastructural
roads and bridges, supply of
electricity, transport, export pro-
motion, import substitute, and
job creation which can directly
contribute to development of
the country.

The State yearly allows ex-
penditures to be spent under
the State policy, emergency
measures for the people, State
economic promotion, creation
of employment opportunities,

development of socioeconomic
life, agriculture and livestock
farms, and improvement of
MSME businesses.

With regard to implementa-
tion against the targets in
relevant financial years, the
State managed 71.78 percent
of incomes and 77.06 percent
of spending in 2020-2021 FY,
96.10 percent of incomes and
84.25 percent of spending in the
six-month period from October
2021 to March 2022, 104.96 per-
cent of incomes and 90.78 per-
cent of spending in 2022-2023
FY, 97.03 percent of incomes
and 89.32 percent of spending
in 2023-2024 FY, and 71.11 per-
cent of incomes and 59.55 per-
cent of spending till January
of 2024-2025 FY.

Departments and organiza-
tions have to strive for exceeding
the income target in the financial
year. The allocated funds must
be scrutinized and spent effici-
ently for the State during the

el Sl ]

set period. Only when they
implement the projects directly
benefiting the people during the
set period will the State have
socioeconomic development.

It is necessary to manage
deficiency and GDP ratio in the
appropriate amount to ensure
stability of macroeconomy of
the State long-term economic
development. A plan has been
set to achieve Ks-171,498 billion
of GDP with three per cent of
economic development rate in
2025-2026 FY.

Departments and organiza-
tions need to follow the public
financial management under the
existing laws. Hence, members
of the Financial Commission
have to discuss the Budget of
the Union and the Union Budget
Law for 2025-2026 FY to be
submitted by the Union govern-
ment to the State Administration
Council in time.

Later;, the Vice Chairman of the
Financial Commission Deputy

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing takes part in Financial Commission meeting.

Prime Minister stated that in
order to effectively manage bud-
get deficits, revenue estimates
for the Union-level departments
and organizations should be
based on realistically achievable
amounts and closely calculated
projections. On the expenditure
side, funds should be allocated
tonational development projects
efficiently, without wastage,
and in a way that supports
economic growth. Accordingly,
the Union-level departments
and organizations’ estimated
expenditure budgets for the
2025-2026 fiscal year have been
further reviewed. Similarly, the
estimated expenditure budgets
of the regions and states for the
2025-2026 fiscal year have also
been examined in coordination
with the relevant departments
and organizations.
Regarding revenue projec-
tions, efforts have been made
to ensure full collection of due
revenues, implement tax rates

appropriate for the current
period, fully recover arrears
from previous years, and secure
feasible foreign loans and aid.
For unforeseen natural dis-
asters, an emergency fund has
been allocated—Ks-200 billion
at the Union level, and Ks-1
billion each for the Nay Pyi Taw
Council, regions, and states,
totaling Ks-15 billion, with an
overall allocation of Ks-215 bil-
lion for disaster prevention,
relief, rehabilitation, and the
welfare and administrative
needs of displaced persons.
The Financial Commission
has reviewed the Union’s esti-
mated expenditure budget for
the 2025-2026 fiscal year, includ-
ing grants to regions and states,
as well as the draft Union Bud-
get Law based on it, and has
endorsed its approval.
Following this, Secretary
of the Financial Commission
Union Minister U Win Shein
See Page - 19 0@

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

and property of innocent people.

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives
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