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Chairman of State Administration Council Prime Minister Senior

General Min Aung Hlaing addresses SAC meeting

NAY PYI TAW March 25

The State Administration
Council held a meeting at the
State Administration Council
Chairman’s Office here this
morning, addressed by Chair-
man of State Administration
Council Prime Minister Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing,.

Also present were Vice Chair-
man of State Administration
Council Deputy Prime Minister
Vice-Senior General Soe Win,
SAC Secretary General Aung
Lin Dway, SAC Joint Secretary
General Ye Win Oo, SAC mem-
bers, and officials.

Promotion of cooperation
during goodwill visits to
Russian Federation and

Republic of Belarus

In his address, the Senior
General said at the invitation of
President of Russian Federat-
ion Vladimir Putin, the Senior
General paid a State Visit to
the country in the first week of
March. During the visit, he also
paid a State Visit to the Republic
of Belarus at the invitation of
its President Alexander Luka-
shenko.

During the visit, the Senior Ge-
neral met President Mr. Putin
at the meeting between two
countries and separate meet-
ing, and was able to promote
bilateral cooperation between
the two countries including
economic and defence sectors.
Talks also covered matters re-
lating to Myanmar’s internal
peace, election and efforts to
adopt multi-party democracy.
The signing of bilateral agree-
ments on economy and invest-
ment has proved Russia’s will-
ingness for enhancing coopera-
tion with Myanmar. During the
meetings with officials of parl-
iaments, discussions were cen-
tred on cooperation between the
parliaments of the two countries
and sending of Myanmar study
teams to Russian parliaments.
During visits to St. Petersburg
and Novosibirsk, the delegation
led by the Senior General held
talks with the governors on
economic cooperation, tourism
promotion, and development

of cooperation in science and
technology, and ongoing efforts
to enhance cooperation in space
science and technology.

During visit to Belarus, the
Senior General held meetings
with President Alexander Lu-
kashenko and reached agree-
ments on enhancing cooperat-
ion in science and technology,
agriculture-based industries,
pharmaceutical industries, edu-
cation sector, dairy production
and other sectors. Hence, State
Visits to Russia and Belarus
were successful.

Preparations for holding an
election

The government is making
preparations to hold a free
and fair multi-party democracy
general election. Previously,
SAC planned to hold the election
within two years during its ad-
ministration. But holding an
election during post-COVID-19
period and during the time
the nation needed stability
was totally impossible. The
2024 population and housing
census for obtaining a correct
voter list could be enumerated
fully in certain townships, but
enumeration campaigns could
not be carried out in some
other townships due to various

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing delivers an address at the meeting.

reasons. The number of eligible
U18 voters has been recorded
based on enumerated lists.
Thus, a provisional date for the
election is set on the third week
and fourth week of December
this year or first week and
second week of January. The
counting process was based
on ballots in the past elections.
It is common knowledge that
advanced voting, vote printing,
issuance of orders and directives
and amendments that were
against the election law occurr-
ed during the previous election
and those acts had led to vote
rigging and inaccuracies in
voter lists. Based on the ex-
periences on those incidents,
the government is preparing
to apply the Electronic Voting
Machine system after studying
the elections in other countries.
Although the cost of the system
is highit is suitable to Myanmar
and can prevent vote rigging.
The government must take
advanced measures to hold a
fraud-free multi-party democracy
general election that is truly
free and fair. The provisions
of election law state that to
the most possible degree, the
election must be held within a
day; that it must be held on a

public holiday, and that it must
be announced in advance. So,
there is no specific time limita-
tion for the election. In Myanmar
history, during the parliamen-
tary democracy period, the
election could not be held only
once due tointernal armed con-
flicts. Priority must be given to
the successful holding of the
election. The Constitution has
the provisions in connection with
the success of the Pyidaungsu
Hluttaw and Amyotha Hluttaw
meetings. The same goes to the
region/state hluttaws and they
are important as they have to
elect their own chief minister.

Since the election will be con-
ducted using Electronic Voting
Machines (EVMs) in the re-
spective regions and states,
voters will be able to cast their
votes and receive results within
a short period. It is possible to
verify and process voter lists
within a day or two, and elections
can be successfully completed
in eligible townships within a
month. Regarding advance vot-
ing, international practices are
being studied and implemented.
Some countries do not allow
advance voting. Since voting will
be conducted via EVMs, voters
must cast their ballots in person.

Consideration should also be
given to ensuring voting rights
for Tatmadaw members and
police members on duty, as well
as Myanmar citizens legally re-
siding abroad. Discussions and
consultations are encouraged
regarding the issue of advance
voting. Regardless of the circu-
mstances, the election should
be successfully held by January
of the coming year.

Regarding political parties, it
was stated that they are allow-
ed to participate in elections in
accordance with the law. The
issue of parties that were diss-
olved due to various reasons,
including violations of regulat-
ions, was thoroughly consider-
ed. It was emphasized that their
actions were carried out in line
with the 2008 Constitution and
that the state’s responsibilities
were being fulfilled accordingly.
It was also mentioned that the
state’s authority is being tempo-
rarily exercised in accordance
with the law, which is accepted
by those who understand legal
principles, while those who do
not understand or are driven by
bias reject it. Those intending
to participate in the elections
should recognize that the legi-
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slature primarily focuses on
lawmaking. The legislative
power oversees and balances
the executive and judiciary
through legal enactments. In
particular, those engaged in
political party activities must
have knowledge of the law, and
they should carefully consider
and prioritize this aspect in
their actions.

To take lessons from
potentials prospects for
beyond 2025 and political
changes of the State

Regarding the potential pro-
spects beyond 2025, after gain-
ing independence, our country
implemented the 1947 Constitu-
tion, which was drafted and
approved by the Constituent
Assembly in 1947. This constitu-
tion was influenced by India’s
constitutional framework and
adopted a parliamentary de-
mocratic system. That period
was the post-World War II era,
characterized by the ideological
competition between socialism
and capitalism. The country also
saw divisions among groups that
supported socialism, liberalism,
and democracy. These historical
events serve as important
lessons. Therefore, in terms of
politics, we have chosen the
multi-party democratic path.
If democracy is to be genuinely
implemented, it is essential for
people to have political aware-
ness, knowledge, and expertise.
Beyond 2025, political challenges
may become even more signifi-
cant. Itis crucial to consider and
implement measures to ensure
the stability and resilience of the
multi-party democratic system.
Geopolitically, the country is
situated between two major
powers with differing ideologies,
creating inherent challenges
due toits geographical position.
As a result, it is necessary to
be aware of and prepared for
both political and geopolitical
challenges.

Education must be reformed
compulsorily

In this situation, we must
actively work towards enrich-
ing the knowledge and skills of
our citizens. Myanmar has a
population of approximately 51
million, with around 30 percent
living in urban areas and about
70 percent residing in rural
areas. When examining literacy
and educational attainment
rates, the literacy rate is close
to 90 percent, whereas the rate
of technical and academic edu-
cation attainment is below 50

percent of the total population.
If anation is built with a popula-
tion that lacks education and
technical skills, it will inevitably
face many challenges. Indivi-
duals who have attended and
grown up in the “National Dis-
cipline-Based Schools” may
develop different attitudes, dis-
cipline, and social interaction
skills compared to those who
have not. Furthermore, in the
future, the level of education
among the population will have
adirect impact on the country’s
political stability. Therefore,
everybody must not neglect
those who have had limited
access to formal education.
Instead, people should promote
non-formal education and
knowledge-seeking initiatives
by establishing community
libraries, supporting library
operations, and organizing
reading circles. These efforts
will help strengthen lifelong
learning opportunities outside
of the classroom. From 2012 to
2024, the average university
entrance exam pass rate was
approximately 35 percent,
meaning around 65 percent
of students did not pass.
Therefore, it is necessary to
consider how to support those
who were unsuccessful. In
response to the need for skilled
human resources in Myanmar,
discussions were held with re-
levant ministries. As a result,
Polytechnic Universities were
established in Nay Pyi Taw
and various states and regions.
Additionally, government tech-
nical colleges, industrial train-
ing centres, and technical high
schools were also opened. Fur-
thermore, efforts are being
made to establish Polytechnic
Institutes for students who have
completed upper secondary
education but did not pass the
final exams. The first Polytech-
nic Institute will be opened in
Nay Pyi Taw, followed by similar
institutes in other states and re-
gions. In the coming academic
year, one-year and multi-year
training programmes will be
introduced at Polytechnic In-
stitutes for students who did
not pass the university entrance
exam. Necessary preparations,
such as appointing teachers and
providing teaching materials,
are currently underway.
Regarding education, the
Senior General stated, “This is
about explaining the country’s
situation after 2025 in terms of
education and human resources.
The education sector requires

urgent reform. Itis true that our
education system is weak, and
its shortcomings affect every-
thing. Therefore, we must make
necessary changes. Parents
should encourage education,
refrain from interfering, and
guide their children on the
path of learning. By doing so,
they can contribute to national
development and help achieve
the aspirations we are striving
for, including their children’s
future as human resources.”

He noted that over 220,000
students took the university
entrance exam for the 2024-2025
academic year, marking the
highest number since the 2021-
2022 academic year. He stated
that he will continue efforts to
increase exam participation
in the coming years and em-
phasized that he has frequently
spoken about the importance
of education while working to
improve academicperformance.
He expressed his appreciation
and gratitude to all administra-
teachers, students, and local,
village, and ward authorities,
including the Ministry of Edu-
cation, for their efforts in succe-
entrance examination without
any disruptions.

Enhancing Domestic
Production to Meet Market
Demand and Strengthen
the Economy

Regarding the economy, the
country has abundant resources
that can support economic de-
velopment, but there has been
difficulty in achieving success.
If rubber and rubber products,
which are in demand in the
region, can be exported using
locally produced rubber-based
raw materials and transform-
ed into high-quality finished
products, it will bring signifi-
cant benefits to the country.
For example, surrounding the
country, China has a population
of over 1.42 billion, India has
over 1.46 billion, ASEAN coun-
tries have more than 687 million,
and Bangladesh has a popula-
tion exceeding 173 million, collec-
tively accounting for nearly
half of the world’s population.
Everyone wears shoes, so it’s
possible to estimate the amount
of rubber and leather required
for shoe production. Similarly,
there are approximately 1 mill-
ion various types of automobiles
and 5 million motorcycles in
the country, with even larger
numbers in India, China, and
Bangladesh. These vehicles re-
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quire a significant amount of
tires and rubber tubes, which
can be produced through both
domestic and foreign invest-
ment.

Regarding clothing and tex-
tiles, as a cotton-producing
country, efforts should be made
to increase the production
of textiles, which are in high
demand in the market. Efforts
must be made to develop cotton-
based industries, and high-value
clothing should be produced
from leather sourced from live-
stock farming. Regarding aquatic
resources, there is significant
market demand, creating a
need toincrease production and
export. Other agricultural and
farming products must also
be systematically cultivated
to meet local market demands
and ensure adequate domestic
consumption. Efforts must also
be made to export agricultural
and farming products based
on the market needs of neigh-
boring countries. Similarly, the
state is incurring losses, and
income is being affected due to
the failure to meet target yields
and the potential of multiple
cropping systems. Therefore,
opportunities for employment
must be created to enable people
to work. SAC members must
also work to raise awareness
widely in their respective regions
and states. He stated that he
had calculated the damage
caused by the failure to realize
the goals and objectives in the
agricultural sector alone. The
target for 10 types of crops, in-
cluding rice, beans, and corn,
has not been met with the
current crop acreage, resulting
in aloss of over US$-8 billion to
the country. When including
losses due to the absence of
multiple cropping, the totalloss
is approximately US$-19 billion.

Regarding the issue of work-
ing abroad, he stated that the
country is facing a shortage of
workers due to people going
abroad for employment. There-
fore, there is a need to create
local job opportunities. He also
urged people to work locally
instead of going abroad, em-
phasizing that there are opport-
unities for growth and develop-
ment within local workplaces,
where they can have a secure
life. To enable local employ-
ment, access to technologies,
job opportunities, industrial
technologies, and other nece-
ssary resources must be pro-
vided.

The Senior General empha-

sized the importance of address-
ing the need for raw materials,
noting that crops such as rice,
beans, and corn are currently ex-
ported in raw form. By conver-
ting raw corn into value-added
products like animal feed and
corn flour, the country could ge-
nerate higher income. Similarly,
processing rice and beans into
high-quality finished products
would allow for better export
prices. As the global population
continues to grow, the demand
for food is increasing daily, pre-
senting an opportunity for the
country to thrive through agri-
culture. Therefore, a systematic
review and decisive action are
necessary to strengthen the
agricultural sector.

Council members engaged
in discussions and
delivered their respective
presentations

The council members and the
Joint Secretary emphasized the
need to ensure a free and fair
multi-party democratic general
election under their govern-
ment. They called for the re-
registration of existing political
parties and the registration of
new parties in accordance with
the law, with adequate time,
education, and information
provided. Stressing that no
person or organization should
be above the law, they urged
that all processes must strictly
follow legal guidelines. Efforts
were also encouraged to raise
public awareness about the
upcoming election system, voting
methods, and voter eligibility.
Additionally, they highlighted
the importance of eliminating
armed terrorist activities in
Kayah State and rebuilding low-
cost housing for those whose
homes were damaged by
terrorist attacks. To ensure the
success of the election, ward and
village administrators were urg-
ed to maintain high discipline.
In Chin State, expanding the
cultivation of elephant foot yams
and establishing a factory to
produce finished products were
proposed to support the socio-
economic development of local
communities. The importance
of adhering to specified qualifi-
cations for advance voting and
conducting it in an orderly man-
ner was also stressed, as issues
had arisen in previous elect-
ions. Furthermore, holding the
Myanmar traditional Thingyan
Festival at the national level,
Followingiits inclusion in the World
Intangible Cultural Heritage
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List, and promoting Myanmar
Thanaka for inclusion in the
same list were identified as
national-level initiatives.

The Vice Chairman of the State
Administration Council Deputy
Prime Minister emphasized the
importance of preparing and
verifying accurate voter lists
to ensure the credibility of the
upcoming election. The SAC
Vice Chairman stated that all
political parties must compete

in accordance with the law and
reiterated that no one is above
the law, with party registration
processes needing to follow
legal guidelines. The SAC Vice
Chairman also highlighted the
SAC’s ongoing efforts to improve
the country and stressed that
the recruitment of civilians for
military service must be con-
ducted lawfully.

In his concluding remarks,
the Senior General mentioned
the possibility of combining the

Proportional Representation
(PR) system with the First Past
The Post (FPTP) system pre-
viously used in elections for the
National and Regional Hlut-
taws. The Senior General stated
that a comprehensive nation-
wide awareness campaign
would be conducted if there was
consensus on implementing
this system. With about nine
months remaining to prepare
for the election, the Senior
General emphasized the need

for thorough preparations.
Advance voting must be con-
ducted in a way that does not
affect the overall election pro-
cess, ensuring that all eligible
voters have the opportunity
to vote. Additionally, sufficient
time has been allocated for poli-
tical parties to complete their
registration.

The meeting was reportedly
adjourned with an emphasis on
the need to raise the morale of
the Myanmar people. It was
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highlighted that the development
of aregion is the responsibility
of its residents, and similarly,
the progress of Myanmar rests
in the hands of its citizens.
Everyone living in Myanmar
shares the duty of enhancing the
nation’s value. In this context,
ensuring security during the
election preparation period
was stressed as a priority. Unity
among all Myanmar people is
essential to strengthen and
uplift the country. 100

More than 3,000 acres of malze and sweet corn cultlvated
in Mawlaik Township

MAWLAIK March 25

According to the Mawlaik Dis-
trict Department of Agriculture,
atotal of 3,113 acres of maize and
sweet corn have been cultivated
during the current winter crop
season in Mawlaik Township,
Sagaing Region.

For the 2024-2025 winter crop-
ping season, the township had
planned to cultivate 3,495 acres,
comprising 480 acres of maize
for seed production and 3,015
acres of sweet corn for consumpt-
ion. Planting began in October
2024, and as of today, 458 acres
of maize for seed and 2,655
acres of sweet corn have been

successfully cultivated, totalling
3,113 acres.

Daw Kywe Kywe Hlaing, the
Head of the Mawlaik District
Agriculture Department, stated:
“Our plan is to cultivate 3,495
acres of maize and sweet corn
this season. As of today, we
have completed planting 3,113
acres. We are actively working to
achieve the full target acreage.
Moreover, we are conducting
awareness programs to help
farmers ensure successful crop
growth and prevent pest and
disease outbreaks.”

To support maize and sweet
corn farmers, the Township

Agrlculture Department is pro-
viding training, field demonstra-
tions, and preventive measures
against common pests such as
FAW. The department is also
educating farmers on integrated
pest management, including the
use of insecticides and natural
repellents like ginger and chili-
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based pest control methods.
Maize for seed production
yields over 50 baskets per acre,
with an estimated cultivation
cost of Ks-500,000 per acre.
Sweet cornyields approximately
15,000 ears per acre, with an esti-
mated cultivation cost of over
Ks-500,000 per acre. SMK

Hainggyikyun Sub-township cultivates over
wmter 01lseed Crops

HAINGGYIKYUN March 25
“Atotal of 3,566 acres of oilseed

crops have been planted in this

winter crops planting season

in Hainggyikyun Sub-township,
Ngaputaw Township, Ayeyawady

Region,” said U San Win, head of

the Department of Agriculture

for Ngaputaw Township.

In Hainggyikyun Sub-town-
ship, 3,566 acres of oilseed
crops have been planted in this
winter crops planting season,
starting from the second week
of October 2024, and all oilseed
crops have been planted in full.
Of the 3,566 acres of oilseed
crops, there were 3,112 acres of
peanuts, 371 acres of sesame,
and 83 acres of sunflower in-
cluded.

“In this area, oilseed crops
are mainly grown in the winter
season. We have provided the

3,500 acres of

necessary technology and other
support to fully cultivate all the
current oilseed crops. We will
continue to provide assistance
in ensuring good yields and
pest control for winter crops,”
he said.

In order to ensure that oilseed
crops meet the target, the
Department of Agriculture, the
authorities, and local farmers
have carried out agricultural
technology and pest control
activities in advance before
planting the crops.

SK

Kalay District cultivates over 15,000 acres of winter green grams

KALAY March 25

Atotal of 15,663 acres of green
grams have been planted in this
yearwinter crops planting season
in Kalay District, Sagaing Re-
gion, according to the statistics
ofthe Department of Agriculture
for Kalay District.

During the 2024-2025 winter
crops planting season, 15,650

acres of green grams have been
planned for planting in Kalay
District. Planting has started in
October 2024, and 15,663 acres
have been planted to date.
“Green grams cultivation is
increasing year by year. There
will be education on expanding
green grams cultivation, and
there will be education on

using good varieties to improve
yields,” said U Aung, head of the
Department of Agriculture for
Kalay District.

The Township Department of
Agriculture has provided field
education to farmers grow-
ing green grams on selecting
good varieties, proper planting
methods, pest control, systema-

tic use of fertilizers, and good
yields.

During this year’s winter crops
planting season, the department
is cooperating with farmers
for the necessary seed, inputs,
and post-harvest technology to
increase the yield and quality of
beans.

SK

ChaungU

' Township
cultivates
over 3,000
acres of
winter seed
corn and
millets

CHAUNGU March 25

A total of 3,090 acres of seed
corn and millets were planted
during the winter crops planting
season in ChaungU Township,
Monywa District, Sagaing Re-
gion, according to the Depart-
ment of Agriculture for ChaungU
Township.

During the 2024-2025 winter
crops planting season, ChaungU
Township has planned to plant
90 acres of seed corn and 3,240
acres of millets, totaling 3,330
acres. So far, 85 acres of seed
corn and 3,005 acres of millets,
totaling 3,090 acres, have been
planted since October 2024.

“We are providing education
to help the corn crop grow
successfully and prevent the
spread of pests and diseases,”
said Daw Khin Myat Myat Oo,
head of the Department of Agri-
culture for ChaungU Township.

In Chaung U Township, in
the cultivation of seed corn and
millets, more than 50 baskets
of seed corn are produced per
acre, and the cost of planting one
acre of seed corn is Ks-500,000.
A total of 15,000 corn ears of
millets are produced per acre,
and the cost of planting one acre
is over Ks-500,000.

SMK
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Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

and property of innocent people.

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives

Transforming EV Charging: BYD vs StoreDot a Deep Dive

Ultra-fast EV charging heats
up as BYD and StoreDot pioneer
distinct solutions to tackle charg-
ing anxiety, reshaping the future
of electric mobility

The race for ultra-fast EV
charging is intensifying, with
industryleaders BYD and Store
Dot taking distinct approaches
to address charging anxiety.

Their groundbreaking tech-
nologies aim to transform the
EV landscape, potentially acce-
lerating widespread adoption.

BYD's power play

BYD, a global leader in EV
innovation, has unveiled arevo-
lutionary battery and charging
system that could redefine the
future of electric mobility.

Its approach uses a robust
Blade Battery and Lithium Iron
Phosphate (LFP) chemistry to
achieve impressive five-minute
charging capabilities.

Integrated ecosystem: BYD's
strength lies in its integrated
vehicle and battery development,

optimising the charging ecosys-
tem. Its Super e-Platform ope-
rates at an unprecedented peak
charging power of 1,000 Kilo-
watts, or one megawatt, mak-
ing it the first of its kind in the
EV industry.

System integration and high
crates: BYD's technology pushes
the limits of LFP performance,
with their system capable of
handling up to 1,000 amps of
current. It sustains high charg-
ing power throughout the cycle,
translating to a charging rate
of approximately 1.24 miles per
second.

Real-world application: BYD's
new charging system will de-
but in the updated versions of its
Han L sedan and Tang L. SUV.
Starting at US$-27,500, these
models are competitively priced,
making them accessible to a
wide range of consumers.
StoreDot's XFC silicon surge

StoreDot, in partnership with

Polestar; has achieved a signifi-

cant milestone by successfully
charging a Polestar 5 prototype
from 10 percent to 80 percent in
just ten minutes. The focus is
on pioneering silicon-dominant
anodes for rapid ion movement
and ultra-fast charging.
Innovative cell technology:
StoreDot's strength lies in its
cell-level advancements and
thermal management with the
I-BEAM XFC concept. The
Extreme Fast Charging XFC)
technology employs silicon-
dominant cells that match the
energy density of leading-edge
NMC cells without needing
specialist cooling systems in
the vehicle.
Performance and Compatibility:
One of the unique features of
StoreDot's technology is the con-
sistent charging speed, which
not only starts high butincreases
as the battery's state of charge
(SOQC) rises. The performance
contrasts with typical commer-
cial EV batteries, where charg-

ing rates can diminish signifi-
cantly as the SOC increases.
Comparison and future outlook
While BYD optimises existing
LFP technology within its inte-
grated vehicle systems, Store
Dot pushes the boundaries of
NMC Cathode cell chemistry
with silicon-dominant anodes.
Both companies address the
critical challenge of heat mana-
gement, which is essential for
preserving battery integrity
during ultra-fast charging.
BYD's approach allows for
an impressive 470 kilometres
(approximately 292 miles) range

in just five minutes of charg-
ing.

However, these figures may
be optimistic. Realistically,
drivers expect around 160 miles
of range from a five-minute
charge and around 280 miles
from a full battery.

StoreDot's technology, de-
monstrated in the Polestar 5
prototype, charged a 77 kWh
battery pack from 10 percent
to 82 percent in ten minutes.
The performance could enable
amid-sized electric car to gain
200 miles of range in 10 minutes.

EVm

Sunwoda: Thailand E

Thalland's EV sector grows
with Sunwoda's billion-dollar in-
vestment in battery production,
enhancing supply chains and
boosting local manufacturing

Thailand's Commission on
the National Competitiveness
Enhancement for Targeted
Industries has approved aland-
mark investment exceeding a
billion dollars by China's Sun-
woda Electronic subsidiary. The
investment to produce EV and
energy storage system (ESS)
batteries at the cell level will
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enhance the country's supply
chain and bolster EV manu-
facturing for domestic and ex-
port markets.

The Commission, chaired
by Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Finance Mr Pichai
Chunhavajira, is critical in shap-
ing Thailand's industrial future.
As Chairman of the Thailand
Board of Investment (BOI),
Mr Pichai oversees the Com-
mission's work in fostering new
industries that add economic
value and ensure long-term

competitiveness. Established
by law in 2017, the Commission
serves as a key driver of sustain-
able industrial growth in Thai-
land.

Sunwoda's expansion into

Thailand

Sunwoda's first Thai factory
is progressing as planned, with
construction advancing steadily.
Once operational, the facility is
expected to create more than
1,000 jobs, with the entire pro-
ject employing a significantly
larger workforce, including en-
gineers and researchers. Sun-
woda aims to contribute to the
country's growing expertise in
advanced battery technologies
by incorporating research and
product development within its
Thai operations.

The upcoming Thai factory
will be Sunwoda's first EV-re-
lated battery cell facility in the
ASEAN region, marking expan-
sion into Southeast Asia.

pands EV Battery Production

Thailand's growing EV industry

Thailand has long been a
dominant player in the global
automotive industry, ranking
10" worldwide and first in South-
east Asia for internal combustion
engine (ICE) vehicle manu-
facturing in 2023. The govern-
ment's strategic policies to ele-
ctrify the sector—through sub-
sidies, tax incentives and invest-
ment promotions—have led to
significant foreign investment
in EV and hybrid production.

Several leading Chinese ma-
nufacturers, including BYD,
SAIC Motor (MG), Great Wall
Motor, Hozon New Energy Auto-
mobile (Neta) and GAC Aion,
have already established pro-
duction facilities in Thailand.

Chongqing Changan Auto-
mobile aims to open its local
factory in the coming weeks,
while Chery Automobile is con-
structing its manufacturing
plant.

Investment surge in Thailand's
advanced industries

Investment promotion appli-
cations in Thailand surged by
35 percent in 2024, reaching
US$-33.9bn—the highest level
since 2014. Major direct foreign
investment drove growth pro-
jects in data centres, cloud ser-
vices and semiconductors, in-
cluding advanced electronics
manufacturing. The automotive
and parts sector ranked third
in investment value, with 309
projects amounting to US$-3bn.

With continued government
support, strategic foreign in-
vestments and a robust supply
chain, Thailand is well-position-
edtolead Southeast Asiain EV
and advanced battery product-
ion. The Sunwoda project repre-
sents a significant step towards
strengthening the country's EV
industry and enhancing its role
in the global transition to sus-
tainable transportation. EVm
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