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Merchants send 74,000 bags of Manawthukha rlce to Yangon market
= T

KYAIKLAT May 2

Daw Ei Ei Moe, a rice and paddy trading business owner in
Kyaiklat Township of Ayeyawady Region, said that up to 74,000
sacks of 24-basket Manawthukha rice were sent to the Yangon

market from Kyaiklat Township.

"Over the past month, we have sold a significant amount of 2*
Manawthukha rice to the Yangon market. Kyaiklat Townshipis =
one of the largest suppliers of agricultural products from
Ayeyawady Region to Yangon. There is still strong demand for
Manawthukha rice in the Yangon market this month, with ongoing
purchase arrangements. Compared to other rice varieties, the
trade volume of this type has increased over the past month.
We mainly transport and sell the rice via land routes," said

Daw Ei Ei Moe.

During the past month, the price of a 24-basket sack of
Manawthukha rice transported from Kyaiklat to Yangon fetched
Ks-92,500 per bag. Due to the strong trade activity, farmers,
traders, transport workers, and truck rental businesses have
benefited from increased job opportunities.

<

SMK

Pyapon Township sells 77,000 viss
of Platu fish to Yangon market

PYAPON May 2
Daw Moe Myint, a seafood trading
business owner in Pyapon Township,

Ayeyawady Region, stated that up to
77,000 viss of Platu fish were sold to
the Yangon market.

Platu fish, naturally caught in Pyapon
Township, continue to be supplied to
the Yangon market.

“In the past month alone, there has
been significant demand for Platu fish
in the domestic market. Compared to
previous months, we have been able
to export and sell larger quantities. In
addition to prawns and crabs, Platu fish
are being transported and sold. Pyapon
Township primarily exports Platu fish
to the Yangon market. With increased
trade activity, fishermen and traders are
experiencing better job opportunities,”
said Daw Moe Myint.

Platu fish sold from Pyapon Township
to the Yangon market fetched Ks-17,500
per viss. Seafood traders not only deal
in Platu fish but also purchase various
types of fish, prawns, and crabs, which
are properly processed, processed, and
packaged before being exported and
sold in Yangon. SK

More than 16,000 acres of chic

in Monywa Township

MONYWA May 2

Local farmers have harvested 16,502
acres of chickpea planted in cold season
in Monywa Township of Sagaing Region,
according to the statistics of Monywa
Township Agriculture Department.

During the winter crop cultivation
season in Monywa Township, chickpeas
were cultivated on up to 16,502 acres of
croplands. The plantations have now
been completely harvested, with an
average yield of 16.63 baskets per acre.

U Soe Thet Aung, head of Monywa
Township Agriculture Department

stated, “Chickpea cultivation has been
increasing year by year. To improve yield
and quality, we have collaborated with
farmers to provide high-quality seeds,
fertilizers, and post-harvest technology.”
Farmers in Monywa Township have
chosen to cultivate Yezin-8 and Yezin-11
chickpea varieties, which are well-suited
to the region and offer high yields. The
cost of cultivating chickpeas per acre is
estimated to be over Ks-300,000.
During the winter crop season, efforts
are being made to enhance yield and
quality by supplying quality seeds,

ea harvested

necessary inputs, and post-harvest
techniques in collaboration with farmers.
Additionally, awareness campaigns are
being conducted to promote the use of
beneficial Trichoderma fungi in legume
cultivation.

Sagaing Region has the largest cul-
tivation area for legumes in Myanmar,
making it the top-producing region in
the country. Farmers grow legumes as
aprimary crop as well as an additional
intercropping option, ensuring a stable
source of income.

SMK

Monywa District
plants over 2,100
acres of summer
sesame

MONYWA May 2

A total of 2,107 acres of sesame have
been planted in Monywa District, Saga-
ing Region during the summer crops
planting season, according to the De-
partment of Agriculture for Monywa
District.

Monywa District has planned to plant
6,427 acres of summer sesame this year,
and planting has begun since February
this year. To date, 2,107 acres have been
planted, 160 acres in Monywa Town-
ship and 1,947 acres in ChaungU Town-
ship.

“We are working to achieve the target.
We are also working to expand the
sesame planting area, to improve yields,
and to grow with GAP techniques,” said
Daw San San Myint, head of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture for Monywa District.

In the 2024-2025 summer crops planting
season, the allocation of the cultivation
of sesame in Monywa District is as per
following: 480 acres in Monywa Township,
2,739 acres in Budalin Township, 3,200
acres in Ayadaw Township, and 8 acres
in ChaungU Township.

This year, the relevant Township
Department of Agriculture is educating
farmers in Monywa District on how to
expand sesame cultivation, to plant
using GAP methods, to plant good
varieties, and high-yielding varieties.

SK
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More than 9,000 acres of sunflower planted in Mingin Township

MINGIN May 2

According to records from the Agriculture Depart-
ment of Mingin Township of Sagaing Region, a total
0f 9,349 acres of sunflowers planted during the winter
crop season have already been harvested.

In Mingin Township, a total of 16,337 acres of sun-
flowers were cultivated during the winter crop season.
The harvesting of these sunflower fields began in
January of this year, and as of today, 9,349 acres have
been harvested. The yield per acre is reported to be
30.07 baskets.

"The total area of sunflower cultivation in Mingin
Township during the winter crop season reached
16,337 acres. At present, the harvesting process is
ongoing, with 9,349 acres already harvested. To reduce
reliance on imported palm oil, efforts are being made

to expand sunflower cultivation as an alternative oil
crop. Sunflowers produce more oil per acre compared
to other oilseeds such as peanuts and sesame. That is
why sunflower cultivation mainly takes place during
the winter season," said Daw Hayman Kyaw Win,
the head of the Mingin Township Agriculture De-
partment.

To promote the expansion of sunflower cultivation
in Mingin Township, the Agriculture Department
has conducted training programmes for farmers.
These programmes aim to enhance the skills and
capabilities of both agricultural staff and sunflower
growers.

Moreover, support measures have been implemented
for farmers, including the provision of quality seeds,
the sale of fertilizers at affordable prices, and the

Ty %
£y

o

farmers to share and distribute sunflower varieties
among themselves. SK

Yangon Region cultivates over 260,000 acres

of summer paddy

YANGON May 2

Cultivation of summer paddy covered 267,078 acres
in Yangon Region, exceeding the target of 250,896
acres for this season. Summer paddy cultivation
outperformed by 16,182 acres against those sowing
acres recorded last year.

A total of 267,078 acres of summer paddy were
cultivated in Yangon Region, and 113,715 of them have
been harvested as of the third week of April, according
to the Department of Agriculture in Yangon Region.

The remaining acres of 153,363 are being harvested.
The average paddy yield this summer is 93.47 per-
cent per acre.

The department provided 8,000 drum seeders in

the respective townships to establish systematic
agriculture and promote uniform crop growth. In 2024,
85,726 acres were sown under the seeder system. The
effective sowing under the seeder system reached
106,005 acres in 2025.

Although there was light rainfall in certain areas in
the region starting from the pre-Thingyan Festival, it
did not have an impact on the summer paddy harvest.

Moreover, the department is assisting the farmers in
ploughing and cultivating flax plants as green manure
to enrich the soil, treat farmland and improve soil
health and fertility. The summer paddy fields can be
found in eight districts of the region, including Twantay
District, with 91,197 acres of summer paddy. SMK

Cultivation of Potato resumes in Naungtaya

Township

NAUNGTAYA May 2

In Naungtaya, the harvest of potatoes has now
commenced, and the production has been promising,
making farmers happy, said an official from the
Naungtaya Potato Association.

Potato demand has been normal, and at present,
potatoes are already being yielded in Heho, he said.

“The market demand has been normal. It is the
nature of the market that the price will fall if the
production is in surplus, or the price will rise if the
production is low. This year, the production seems

promising at the beginning of the harvest time because
the weather is not bad,” he said.

The potato price climbed up slightly during the
Thingyan and post-Thingyan period, however, it has
now returned to normal. It is expected that the price
will fall a little in May and June when the production
is peak and will rise up again in July, August and
September when the supply is limited, he added.

In Naungtaya, potatoes are grown in three rounds-
first in June, second in August and third in December
and January yearly. SK

Indaw Township
completes harvest of
kidney bean on more than
1,200 acres of croplands

INDAW May 2

According to records from the Indaw Township
Agriculture Department in Sagaing Region, the
harvest of 1,200 acres of kidney beans planted during
the winter crop season has been completed.

In Indaw Township, a total of 3,430 acres of kidney
beans were cultivated during the winter planting
season. The harvesting process began in January this
year, and as of today, 1,200 acres have been harvested,
with an average yield of 16.58 baskets per acre.

“The kidney beans have been cultivated across
3,430 acres in Indaw Township, and the harvesting
process is ongoing. So far, a total of 1,200 acres have
been harvested. To ensure high yield and quality, we
have collaborated with farmers by providing high-
quality seeds, fertilizers, and post-harvest technology
support,” said U Thein Khine, the Head of the Indaw
Township Agriculture Department.

To support large-scale kidney bean cultivation,
improve yield, and promote farming under the Good
Agricultural Practices (GAP) system, the Indaw Town-
ship Agriculture Department has been conducting
educational programs for farmers.

Crops grown using the GAP system are of higher
quality compared to those grown using conventional
methods. This results in better market prices and
increased opportunities for export, benefiting farmers
by expanding their business potential in both domestic
and international markets. SMK

—

More than 1,000 acres

of green gram reaped in Budalin Township

BUDALIN May 2

According to statistics from
the Budalin Township Depart-
ment of Agriculture, the har-
vest of green gram cultivated
during the winter crop season
in Budalin Township, Monywa
District, Sagaing Region, has
been completed across 1,571
acres.

During the winter crop sea-
son, atotal of 1,571 acres of green
gram were planted in Budalin

Township. The harvesting pro-
cess began in January of this
year, and as of today, 100 perc-
ent of the cultivated acres have
been harvested. The yield per
acre was reported to be 16.89
baskets.

The Budalin Township Agri-
culture Department has pro-
vided guidance to green gram
farmers on obtaining quality
seeds suited to the local en-
vironment, proper cultivation

techniques, pest control, sys-
tematic fertilizer application,
and methods to improve yield
quality.

During this year’s winter
crop season, efforts were
made in collaboration with
farmers to enhance yield and
quality by providing necessary
high-quality seeds, input supp-
lies, and post-harvest techno-
logy.

SK
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China, Russia to hold art exhibition marking 80"

anniversary of WWII victory

BEIJING May 2

An art exhibition will be held in Beijing to commemorate the
80" anniversary of the victory of the World Anti-Fascist War and
promote art exchanges between China and Russia.

The exhibition, themed “Peace and Friendship - Commemorating
the 80™ Anniversary of the Victory of the World Anti-Fascist
War,” is co-organized by the Beijing People’s Association for
Friendship with Foreign Countries and the Beijing Russian
Cultural Center, among others.

Artists aged 18 to 45 from China and Russia have been invited
to submit their works. The submission period runs until mid-
June, with the evaluation to be conducted at the end of June.
An offline exhibition will take place at the China Millennium
Monument in Beijing from August 7 to 16.

A total of 80 participants will receive awards, comprising 15

HZUPe
P !

first-place, 25 second-place, and 40 third-place winners from
each country.

-

Xinhua

Pakistani PM reaffirms call for credible, neutral int’l probe
into Kashmir incident

ISLAMABAD May 2

Pakistani Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif on Friday reaffirmed
his call for a credible, transparent and neutral international
investigation into a recent Kashmir incident.

Sharif made it clear during a meeting with Ambassador of the

United Arab Emirates to Pakistan Hamad Obaid Ibrahim Salem
Al-Zaabi, according to a statement from the Prime Minister’s
Office.

The prime minister categorically rejected what he called
“baseless accusations” by India attempting to link Pakistan
to the incident without any evidence. He said Pakistan had no
role in the event and was reaching out to friendly countries to
present its position.

Sharif said Pakistan had suffered heavily from terrorism. He
added that India’s recent actions and aggressive posture were
undermining Pakistan’s ongoing counter-terrorism operations
along its western frontier.

He urged brotherly nations to help de-escalate tensions and
promote stability in South Asia.

Tensions between the two South Asian neighbors have
escalated following a deadly attack on tourists in Pahalgam in
the Indian-controlled Kashmir on April 22.

Xinhua

Yemen’s Houthis take responsibility for missile attacks at N. Israel

SANAA May 2

Yemen’s Houthi group claimed responsibility for two missile
attacks towards northern Israel on Friday.

“We carried out a military operation targeting a vital Israeli
target in Haifa (city) ... using a hypersonic ballistic missile,”
Houthi military spokesperson Yahya Sarea said in a statement
aired by Houthi-run al-Masirah TV.

The spokesperson added that the ongoing U.S. airstrikes in
northern Yemen “have failed” to prevent the group from targeting
Israel and its ships in the Red and Arabian seas.

The Israeli military reported earlier in the day that it had
intercepted two missiles fired from Yemen, adding that its Home
Front Command had distributed an early warning to large parts
of northern Israel, including the Haifa metropolitan area.

The Houthis, who control much of northern Yemen, have been
targeting Israel since November 2023 to show solidarity with
Palestinians amid the ongoing Israeli offensive in the Gaza Strip.

The U.S. military resumed airstrikes against Houthi targets
on March 15 in a bid to deter the group.

Xinhua

Israel struck target near
presidential palace in
Damascus - Netanyahu

MOSCOW May 2

Israel struck a target near
the presidential palace in Da-
mascus to prevent a threat to
the Druze community in Syria,
Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu said.

"This is a clear signal to the Sy-
rian regime. We will not allow the
deployment of forces south of Da-

mascus and any threat to the
Druze community," Ynet quoted
the prime minister as saying.
Overnight to Wednesday, cla-
shes broke out between armed
groups and Druze self-defence
fighters in the Syrian town of
Sahnaya, near Damascus,
where the Druze population
mainly lives. The Syrian Interior

e W O
Ministry later reported that the
situation was under control.
The Druze are an ethno-reli-
gious group of Arabs who live in
Lebanon, Syria, Israel and Jor-

b N By

dan. After the change of power
in Damascus in December 2024
Israel has repeatedly express-
ed its commitment to protect

the Syrian Druze.  Sputnik

3-5-2025 | @6&

Five Eyes
now getting
sensitive
space intel —
The Times

WASHINGTON May 2

The US has begun sharing
its “most sensitive” military
intelligence on China’s and
Russia’s space operations with
the UK and other members of
The Five Eyes (FVEY) global
intelligence group, The Times
has reported, citing a senior
commander within the US
Space Force.

Until this month, the work of
Space Delta 9, a unit focused
on America’s orbital warfare,
was largely meant only for US
officials with top-secret security
clearance.

However, in a move that a
Space Delta 9 spokesman de-
scribed to The Times as “mo-
mentous,” British military chiefs
have been allowed to observe
operations at the unit’s base
in Colorado.

The other Five Eyes mem-
bers, Australia, New Zealand
and Canada, have also been
allowed access to the highest
levels of US space intelligence,
the British daily reported on
Wednesday.

The Times attributed the de-
velopment to Beijing and Mos-
cow allegedly developing “new
space capabilities,” such as
dual use satellites, and orbiters
designed for both civilian and
military applications.

The US Defence Department
has accused China of stockpil-
ing anti-satellite weapons, rais-
ing concerns over what it de-
scribes as Beijing’s increasing
emphasis on space warfare.
Chinese officials have rejected
the claims and argued that
militarization of space by the US
poses the real threat to global
stability.

Washington has made similar
allegations against Russia,
suggesting that Moscow may
possess covert anti-satellite
systems, potentially with nu-
clear capabilities. The Kremlin
has dismissed the claims as
baseless attempts to deflect
attention from America’s own
military ambitions in space.
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and property of innocent people.

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives

Warning signs of deadly ‘crypto’ parasite everyone must know-

after major UK outbreak

At least 28 people have been struck
down by a deadly parasite that causes
bowel-cancer like symptoms at a petting
farm in Wales.

Called cryptosporidium, commonly
known as 'crypto’, it can infect the
digestive system of animals and people.

People become infected with crypto-
sporidium via contact with infected
faeces and the disease, medically known
as cryptosporidiosis, can then be passed
between people who do not wash their
hands thoroughly.

According to the US Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC),
infected people can shed up to 100mllion
crypto germs in a single bowel movement.

Swallowing just ten of these germs
is enough to get ill.

Those with vulnerable immune
systems, such as the elderly, pregnancy
women and people undergoing cancer
treatment, are at high risk of the bug
turning life-threatening.

However, symptoms can often be hard
to spot as they're easily mistaken for
more common digestive conditions like
irritable bowel syndrome and food
poisoning.

Some of the symptoms, such as
abdominal pain and blood in the
stools, may be particularly anxiety-
provoking as they mimic the signs of
bowel cancer, which is known to be on
the rise.

Due to the bug's highly infectious
nature, people with symptoms are
advised to stay home from work or
school until they have been free of
symptoms for at least 48 hours.

They are also encouraged to take
steps to minimise the risk of passing
the parasite on to other people in their
household, including washing dirty
clothes, bedding and towels on the
hottest setting, and not preparing food
others.

Victims can also experience periods
of false hope where their symptoms

clear for a few days, making them believe
they are finally over the infection, only
for it to return.

Sufferers often have to endure these
symptoms for two weeks before it is
finally clear from their systems, but
bouts of illness can last even longer,
particularly in people with weakened
immune systems and the elderly.

Most people aren't offered treatment
for crypto and instead are told to drink
plenty of fluids and minimise contact
with other people while waiting until
symptoms pass.

People are typically infected with
crypto via contact with faeces containing
the parasite, either from humans or
animals that then enters their mouth.

Risk of water supplies becoming
infected is higher following periods of
heavy rainfall and when animals are
giving birth, such as the lambing season.

People can also get it by caring for
people infected with crypto, particularly
young children.

This can occur when people change
anappy and then put their hands near
or in their mouth without washing them
thoroughly, for example.

Other possible sources of infection
are contact with infected milk, or from
vegetables that have been fertilised
with infected animal manure and not
washed thoroughly.

As crypto can survive in faecal matter
for long periods of time sufferers are
asked not to go swimming until two
weeks after their diarrhoea has stopped.

This includes both natural bodies of
water as well as swimming pools as
traces of infected dried poo can wash
off an infected swimmer's anus.

In regard to the current outbreak,
health chiefs investigating the cluster
of cases believe they are all linked to
Cowbridge Farm Shop at Marlborough
Grange Farm in Cowbridge.

The shop is thought to have offered
cuddle and feeding sessions with lambs

and calves—which have since been
stopped due to 'unforeseen circumstan-
ces', according to the farm's Facebook
page.

Su Mably, a consultant in health
protection at Public Health Wales said:
'We are working closely with partners
to investigate these cases and to
understand if there is a wider risk to
the public.

'We would advise anyone who has
visited the farm, particularly those who
attended feeding or petting sessions,
and who is now experiencing symptoms
to contact their GP!

According to the UK health Security
Agency (UKHSA) people visiting farms
should take precautions to protect
themselves from infection including
checking there are good hand-washing
facilities at the farm with hot water,
soap and paper towels.

Lastyear the UKHSA issues a warning
about the risk of cryptosporidium
infection from farm visits.

In a twist on the classic children's
rhyme the agency wrote on social media:
'Mary had a little lamb, its fleece was
white as snow.

'‘But wash your hands and dry them
too in case it has crypto.'

Last May, more than 100 people were
also infected by cryptosporidium in
Brixham, Devon.

The outbreak was believed to be linked
to water contaminated with infected
faeces making its way into the drinking
supply.

Whole streets in the town were infected,
with victims forced to endure days of
diarrhoea and agonising stomach
cramps, with one sufferer even comparing
them to 'childbirth'.

Mail Online
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