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Alarge number of Pheegyan and Rakhine strains of bananas
was successfully supplied to the Yangon market , said Daw Htay
Htay, the banana trading in Yegyi Township of Ayeyawady Region.

Bananas from Yekyi Township continue to be supplied to the
Yangon market. Approximately 580,000 bunches of Pheegyan
and Rakhine bananas were sent to Yangon market.

"In the past month, the export of these two types of bananas
to Yangon has significantly increased due to high domestic
demand. A large quantity of bananas, both bunches and fingers,
has been transported and sold. Currently, banana prices have
slightly decreased. Since prices fluctuate, farmers are plann-
ing to expand their banana cultivation during the winter cropp-
ing season. At present, the banana trade remains stable, with
abalanced flow of supply and demand," Daw Htay Htay explain-
ed.

The market prices for bananas sold from Yekyi Township to
Yangon were reported as follows: Pheegyan bananas fetched
Ks-135,000 per 100 fingers, while Rakhine bananas were priced

bananas both in open fields and home gardens, focusing primarily
on Pheegyan and Rakhine banana varieties.

SMK

More than 1,000 acres of sunflower harvested in Kyunhla Township

KYUNHLA May 3

According to records from the Kyunhla Township Agriculture
Department in Sagaing Region, the sunflower harvest for the
1,229 acres cultivated during the winter crop season has been
completed.

During the winter planting season in Kyunhla Township, a
total of 1,229 acres of sunflowers were cultivated. The harvest
began in January this year, and as of today, all acres have been
fully harvested, yielding an average of 23.4 baskets per acre.

"The total sunflower cultivation in Kyunhla Township during
the winter crop season reached 1,229 acres. At present, the
entire acreage has been completely harvested. Sunflower, an
oilseed crop, is being expanded to reduce dependence on imported

palm oil. Sunflower yields more oil per acre compared to other
oilseed crops like groundnuts and sesame. Farmers prioritize
growing sunflowers in the winter rather than the rainy season,"
said Daw Myint Myint Yi, the head of the Kyunhla Township
Agriculture Department.

To promote sunflower cultivation in Kyunhla Township, the
Agriculture Department has intensified training programs for
both staff and farmers to enhance their skills. Efforts are also
being made to support farmers by providing seeds, selling
fertilizers at affordable prices, and encouraging a farmer-to-
farmer seed exchange system for newly developed sunflower
varieties.

SMK

Farmers harvest more than 7,000 acres of maize and

sweet corns in
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MYINMU May 3

According to records from the Sagaing District Agriculture
Department, a total of 7,932 acres of maize and sweet corn
cultivated during the winter cropping season have now been
fully harvested in Myinmu Township, Sagaing District, Sagaing
Region.

During the winter cropping season in Myinmu Township, a
total of 7,932 acres of maize and sweet corn were planted. The

T

Myinmu Township

harvesting process began in January of this year, and as of today,
2,177 acres of maize have been harvested, yielding an average
of 52.73 baskets per acre, while 5,755 acres of sweet corn have
been harvested, producing over 27,000 ears of corn.

"Myinmu Township had a total of 7,932 acres of maize cultivation,
including sweet corn. As of now, 100 percent of the cultivated
area has been harvested. To ensure successful maize production,
we provided farmers with educational training and took measures
to prevent pest and disease infestations," said Daw Thida Lwin,
the head of the Sagaing District Agriculture Department.

The Myinmu Township Agriculture Department provided
training sessions, demonstration programs, and guidance on
pest prevention, including integrated crop protection methods.
Farmers were also educated on the use of neem-based pesticides
and organic treatments like ginger and chili extracts for pest
control.

In terms of yield and costs, seed-producing maize in Myinmu
Township produces over 50 baskets per acre, with a cultivation
cost of around Ks-500,000 per acre. Sweet corn yields approximately
15,000 ears per acre, with a cultivation cost exceeding Ks-500,000
per acre. SK

KhinU
Township
completes
harvest of
more than
6,000 acres of
green gram

KHINU May 3

According to records from
the KhinU Township Depart-
ment of Agriculture, the harvest
of 6,344 acres of green gram
cultivated during the winter
cropping season has been com-
pleted in KhinU Township, Sa-
gaing Region.

During the winter cropping
season, farmers in KhinU Town-
ship were able to cultivate up
to 6,344 acres of green gram.
The harvesting process began
in January this year, and as of
today, 100 percent of the cultiva-
ted acreage has been harvest-
ed, yielding an average of 17.18
baskets per acre.

"The winter cropping season
in KhinU Township saw the
cultivation of green gram across
6,344 acres. At present, the
entire cultivated area has been
fully harvested. There will be
educational programs to expand
cultivation, and training will be
provided on using high-quality,
pure seeds to ensure better
yields," said U Nay Win Naing,
the head of the KhinU Township
Department of Agriculture.

The department has also pro-
vided guidance to green gram
farmers on selecting high-quality
and locally suitable seed variet-
ies, proper cultivation techni-
ques, pest control, systematic
use of fertilizers, and methods
to improve yield.

During this year’s winter cro-
pping season, efforts were made
in collaboration with farmers
to enhance the yield and quality
of various pulse crops by provi-
ding necessary pure and high-
quality seeds, input support,
and post-harvest technology
training.

SK
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Bogale Township dispatches 65,000 bags of broken rice to Yangon

Market

BOGALE May 3

Daw Aye Aye, arice trader from Bogale Township, Pyapon District, Ayeyawady
Region, stated that up to 65,000 bags of 24-mark broken rice were exported to

the Yangon market.

Bogale Township had only been able to ship around 65,000 bags of 24-mark
broken rice to Yangon, indicating strong demand from the Yangon market.

"We mainly export broken rice from Bogale Township to the Yangon market.
The rice is transported using cargo trucks. Demand started rising significantly
from the first week of December, and traders have been continuously exporting
without interruption. Since exports are going smoothly without any difficulties,
traders are finding it convenient," said Daw Aye Aye.

The price of 24-mark broken rice exported from Bogale to Yangon was reported
to be Ks-55,500 per bag. The increased demand has positively impacted rice
traders, wholesalers, cargo workers, and truck rental operators, benefiting the

entire supply chain.
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Farmers from Mawlaik District harvest more
than 1,000 acres of winter sesame

MAWLAIK May 3

According to records from the Mawlaik
District Agriculture Department, the
harvest of 1,473 acres of sesame planted
during the winter cropping season has
been completed in Mawlaik District,
Sagaing Region.

During the winter cropping season
in Mawlaik District, local farmers planted
a total of 1,473 acres of winter sesame.

The harvesting process began in Decem-
ber 2024, and as of today, all 1,473 acres—
915 acres in Mawlaik Township and 558
acres in Phaungpyin Township—have
been fully harvested. The average yield
was 10.40 baskets per acre.

Moreover, relevant township agricul-
ture departments have been provid-
ing guidance to farmers growing mon-
soon sesame in Mawlaik District. This

includes support for expanding sesame
cultivation, adopting proper cultivation
techniques, implementing GAP (Good
Agricultural Practices) methods, and
using high-quality and high-yield seeds.
Sesame crops grown under the GAP
system have better quality, higher
market prices, and can be sold not only
in domestic markets but also for export.
SMK

Merchants from Pyapon Township ship 79,000
v1sses of soft crabs to Yangon market

ALLU 1UEE EER UEN NREN FES
L -an

-
- mE e rss wrxr

2ES XIS !
F i T S {

PYAPON May 3

market.

Daw Thu Zar Win, a seafood trader from Pyapon Township,
d stated that a total of 79,000 visses of soft crabs were exported
L from Pyapon Township of Ayeyawady Region to the Yangon

“The demand for soft crabs in the Yangon market has in-

creased compared to before.We exported 26,000 visses. Due

| tothehigh supply of soft crabs to Yangon, prices are currently

| stabilizing. Most of the soft crabs harvested here are mainly
"~ sold to the Yangon market,” said Daw Thu Zar Win.

The price of soft crabs exported from Pyapon Township
ranges between Ks-17,500 and Ks-35,000 per visses. As the
trade continues smoothly, fishermen, independent traders,
wholesalers, market vendors, and truck rental businesses
are benefiting from the ongoing sales.

SMK

Thabaung Township harvests more than 60,000 acres of monsoon paddy

THABAUNG May 3

Local farmers have harvested all 68,297 acres of monsoon paddy in Thabaung Township of Ayeyawady Region, according to the
Pathein District Agriculture Department. They planted 68,297 acres of monsoon paddy in Thabaung Township last monsoon.
They started harvest in the second week of November 2024, and so far, they have reaped all sown acreage of monsoon paddy.

Daw Aye Aye Mu, Head of Pathein District Agriculture Department, said: “Local farmers cultivated more than 68,000
acres of monsoon paddy in the township and now all acreage of monsoon paddy have been harvested. They chose the
paddy strains suitable for the region. Moreover, they eradicated golden snails which destroy paddy fields. Officials of the
Township Agriculture Department cooperated with local farmers in grow paddy meeting the target.”

Reportedly, the harvested paddy in Thabaung Township yielded up to 98.95 baskets per acre. To ensure full cultivation
per acre, increase yield, and produce high-quality paddy systematically, the district and township agriculture departments
have raised farmer awareness to provide farmers with technical knowledge.

SK

Moeyungyi
Wildlife
Sanctuary rich

in biodiversity

BAGO May 3

The Moeyungyi Wildlife Sanctuary
hosts water birds like darters, black-
headed ibis, storks, and endangered
bird species such as crested serpent
eagle, plain-backed sparrow and black
bulbul. Especially in winter, the water
birds and other bird species reside in
the sanctuary.

The survey is conducted on the resident
bird and migratory bird population
yearly,and also the wetland and ecosystem.
Depending on the survey, it can record
the bird species in the lake, conduct
conservation activities in the wetland
ecosystem and study the endangered
species including the relationship be-
tween the nature of migratory and
resident water birds and the wetland
ecosystem.

In December 2024, it found 20,232
birds of 115 bird species in the wildlife
sanctuary and its vicinity areas. Moreover,
it recorded the whistling ducks, northern
pintail, garganey and Asian openbill in
Moeyungyi Lake and its surrounding
areas. However, the digits show a decline
in bird populations to 644 birds of four
bird species compared to the previous
year. There were 20,232 birds of 115 bird
species — 3,702 birds of 30 migratory
bird species, 8,987 birds of 19 domestic
bird species and 7,513 birds of 66 land
bird species.

SK
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India prohibits all imports
from Pakistan

NEW DELHI May 3

India on Saturday announced a ban on all imports from
Pakistan, saying the restriction was imposed "in the interest of
national security and public policy."

Tensions between India and Pakistan have escalated following
adeadly attack on tourists in Pahalgam in the Indian-controlled
Kashmir on April 22.

According to an official statement issued by the federal Ministry
of Commerce and Industry, "direct or indirect import or transit
of all goods originating in or exported from Pakistan, whether
ornot freely importable or otherwise permitted, shall be prohibited

INDIA BANS ALL IMPORTS
FROM PAKISTAN -

with immediate effect, until further orders."
This will prohibit the import of goods from Pakistan directly
or through any other trade route, it added.

Xinhua

PAKISTAN

US clarifies stance on Ukraine peace talks

WASHINGTON May 3

The US will not abandon its efforts to
help broker peace between Russia and
Ukraine, Secretary of State Marco Rubio
said on Friday, after a State Department
statement suggested that the US could
pull out of the negotiations. Rubio warned,
however, that if the talks remain stalled,
the US might “move on.”

“If there is no progress between the two
parties, we would step back as a mediator;”
State Department spokeswoman Tammy
Bruce told reporters earlier at a news brie-
fing.

Speaking to Fox News host Sean Hannity
later, Rubio said, “We’re not going to give

up on it in the sense that we’re not going
to be ready to help if we can.” He added
that the final call is up to US President
Donald Trump. “At some point in time, it
either has to be something that can hap-
pen or we all need to move on. That’ll
be a decision the president will have to
make.”

Rubio stressed that the conflict, which
escalated under the administration of
former President Joe Biden in 2022, “is
not our war;” and said the US now considers
its confrontation with China and Iran’s
nuclear program higher priorities.

Bruce later clarified to Fox News that
“Right now, our posture is the same, but

ifthere is no progress, it will change.” She
denied that the administration is walking
away from peace efforts.

Since returning to office in January, Trump
has pushed both Moscow and Kiev toward
a ceasefire but has recently voiced frustra-
tion over the lack of progress.

Moscow recently said it is ready for direct
talks with Kiev “without preconditions.”
President Vladimir Putin has ordered Rus-
sian forces to observe a 72-hour ceasefire
during next week’s Victory Day celebra-
tions. Ukrainian leader Vladimir Zelensky
rejected the offer, calling it “an attempt
at manipulation.”

RT

Strong winds hit flights in Indian capital, at least

4 killed due to dust storm

NEW DELHI May 3

At least four people were
killed and over 100 flights were
delayed as strong winds, dust
storms, and heavy rains lashed
the capital New Delhi on Friday
morning, officials said.

State meteorologists said on
Friday that wind speed was re-
ported over Delhi in “association
with an intense thunderstorm”
in the morning, with the stron-
gest wind of kilometers (49
miles) per hour recorded in the
Safdarjung area. It said rainfall
was alsoreported over the capi-

tal with intense thunderstorms.

As the intense weather led
to trees falling and waters poo-
ling, this impacted flights, with
over 100 suffering delays, accor-
ding to flightradar24.com.

Delhi International Airport
said early Friday that due to in-
clement weather conditions and
thunderstorms, some flights
have been impacted.

It later said that while the
airport is operating as normal,
despite some impact due to
adverse weather conditions,
inclement weather in Delhi has

led to fallen trees and blocked
roads around the airport.
Separately, four people includ-
ing three children were killed
in Delhi’s Dwarka neighbor-
hood due to strong winds in the
morning, officials said.

Delhi’s Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta said on Friday that in-
structions have been issued to
all officials to identify places
where water is pooling and find
solutions.

KT

6.0-magnitude earthquake strikes Indonesia's Gorontalo province,
no tsunami threat

JAKARTA May 3

A 6.0-magnitude earthquake struck Indonesia's Gorontalo
province on Saturday evening, with no risk of triggering large
waves, according to the country's Meteorology, Climatology, and
Geophysics Agency. The quake occurred at 19:51 Jakarta time
(1251 GMT), with its epicenter located 35 km northwest of Po-
huwato Regency at a depth of 97 km underground.

Tremors were felt at III on the Modified Mercalli Intensity
scale in Gorontalo City, the provincial capital, and North Gorontalo
Regency. The shaking also reached nearby provinces, including
North Sulawesi, Central Sulawesi, and East Kalimantan.

The agency confirmed that no tsunami warning was issued, as
the earthquake did not pose a threat of generating giant waves.

Xinhua

Chile cancels
tsunami
evacuation,
maintains
coastal
warning

SANTIAGO May 3

Chilean authorities canceled
a preventive evacuation order in
the southern Magallanes region
Friday following a magnitude
7.5 earthquake, but a tsunami
advisory remains in effect for
the coastal areas, officials said.

The powerful quake struck
at 8:58 a.m. local time (1258
GMT), with the epicenter 218
kilometers south of Puerto
Williams, the southernmost city
in Chile, roughly 3,500 kilome-
ters from Santiago.

"No evacuation is required at
this time, but the tsunami threat
remains limited to beaches and
coastal zones in Magallanes,"
said Alicia Cebrian, head of the
National Disaster Prevention
and Response System.

Authorities said waves between
30 and 90 centimeters are still
possible. Residents are advised
to avoid beaches, river mouths,
piers, docks, and other coastal
areas until the advisory s lifted.

The government initially issu-
ed a "state of precaution” for
Magallanes and the Chilean An-
tarctic Territory, a measure trig-
gered when there's a potential
tsunami risk with limited coastal
impact.

No injuries or damage have
been reported so far. More than
a dozen aftershocks followed
the quake, including one of
magnitude 6.1. Xinhua
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Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive
activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives
and property of innocent people.

English Grammar in Use (Intermediate Level)

Unit

when I do and when ’'ve done  if and when

25
Exercises
25.1 Which is correct?

1 Don’t forget to lock the door when you go out / yeu’ll go-ouit. (vou go out is correct)

2 As soon as we get any more information, we let / we’ll let you know.

3 I want to get to the cinema before the film starts / will start.

4 Don’t drive through a red light. Wait until it changes / it will change to green.

5 Sarah will be here soon. I make / I'll make some coffee when she comes.

6 I’'m 20 now. I wonder where I’ll be when I'm 40 / I'll be 40.

7 I wait / T'll wait for you until you’re ready, but don’t be long.

8 Oliver is five years old. He wants to be a TV presenter when he grows up / he’ll grow up.

9 We could meet for coffee tomorrow morning if you’re / you will be free.

10 If the weather is / will be nice tomorrow, we’re going to the beach.
11 Vicky is / will be very disappointed if she doesn’t get a place at university.

12 You’ll feel better after you’ve had / you’ll have something to eat.
25.2 Complete the sentences using the verbs in brackets. Use will/won't or the present

(see/plays/are etc.).

1 When you are (you / be) here again, you must come and see us.

2 I want to see Sophie before ...........cccooeveeeernvevecereeneeeenes (she / go) away next week.

3 Call ME WHEN ...t sssssanens (you / know) what time you’re going to get here.

4 There’s no need to hUurry. .........ccccoeeeeeeieeeeeeceeeeeeeeeienns (I / wait) for you until
.............................................................. (you / be) ready.

5 I’'m going out for about an Nour. ..ot (you / still / be) here when
.............................................................................. I/ get) back?

6 I think everything will be fine, DUt if ............cooviveiieiee e (there / be) any problems,
................................................................................... (I/let) you know, OK?

7 Kate looks completely different now. .............cccooveveveveieeieeeieeeeeeeeee e (you / not / recognise)
her When ... (you / see) her again.

8 I'm going to be away for a few days. If ...t (you / need) to contact me
WHILE ..o (I/be) away, you can call me.

25.3  Read the situations and complete the sentences.
1 You and a friend want to go out, but it’s raining hard. You don’t want to get wet.
2 You’re visiting a friend. It’s going to get dark soon, and you want to leave before that.
You ask: I’d better 0 NOW DEfOTE ..........cceeeieeeeeeceeeeeeeee s snens .
3 You want to sell your car. Mark is interested in buying it, but he hasn’t decided yet.
You ask: Let 1N KNOW QS SOOI @S ......ccerereerririreeretnieseessssssssssssesssssssesessssssssssssssssesesssssssssssssssssssesessssssesessssses .
4 Your friends are going to Hong Kong soon. You want to know where they’re going to stay.
You ask: Where are you going t0 Stay WHEN ...........ccccceueieeieieeeeicieeeeeeee ettt eaes et sne ?
5 The traffic is bad in your town, but they are going to build a new road.
You say: I think things will be better When they ... .
6 Someone you know has been very rude to you. You want her to apologise.
You say (to someone else): I won't speak to her Until ..o . Raymond Murphy
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