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1. Unless otherwise expressly provided, the following
expressions contained in this Act shall have the meanings
given hereunder:

(a) Government means the Union Government of the
Republic of the Union of Myanmar;

(b) Ministry means the Ministry of Transport and
Communications of the Union Government;

(c) Department means the Department of Marine
Administration of the Ministry of Transport and
Communications;

(d) Myanmar ship means any ship registered under this
Act; and

(e) Court means any appropriate court having jurisdiction
in the matter relating to this Act.
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1A. (a) No ship shall be deemed a registered ship unless
it has been registered by the registering-officer of
any port in Myanmar and holding a valid Certificate
of Registry as required by any provisions of this
Act.

(b) Forms of Certificates of Registry, their validity and
fees to be paid shall be such as may be prescribed
by the Ministry.
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5. (a) No registry shall be made or no certificate shall be
granted until the declaration, in which the following
stated particulars are true and to the best of his
knowledge and belief, shall be made or subscribed
before the registering-officer by the owner or major
part of the owners of ship required to be registered:
(1) name of the ship and its tonnages;

(2) a statement of the date when and the place
where the ship was built, or if the date and
place of building are not known, a statement
that the declarant does not know the date and

place of the building of the ship;

w

a statement as to the owner of the ship and
the citizenship of such owner, and if the ship is
owned by more than one person, the number
of shares each is entitled to;

a statement of the name of the master of the
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ship and his citizenship;

o
)

a statement that no other person (other than
those declared) is entitled as owner to any legal
or beneficial interest in the ship or any share

thereof;

)
)

a statement of the name and citizenship of
the operator who operates the ship other than
owner mentioned under clause (3); and
(7) such other particulars as may be prescribed.
(b) The registrar may demand proof of ownership to
his satisfaction before proceeding with the registry
of a ship.
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5B. (a) No person shall be qualified to own a Myanmar ship
unless such person shall be any of the followings:
(1) a citizen of Myanmar;
(2) a company or a body established in Myanmar
which satisfies the following requirements:
(i) the company or a body is incorporated in
Myanmar;
(ii) the principal office of the company or a
body is in Myanmar;
(iii) the management of the company or a body
is undertaken in Myanmar;

(iv) the majority of the shareholding, or the
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percentage of such shareholding as may

be determined by the Ministry under sub-
section (b), including the voting share, of
the company or a body is held by Myanmar
citizens independent of any influence by any
person other than Myanmar citizens; and

(v) the majority, or the percentage of the
shareholding as may be determined by
the Ministry under sub-section (b), of the
directors of the company or a body are
Myanmar citizens.

(b) The Ministry may, by notification, determine:

(1) the percentage of the shareholding, including
voting share; and

(2) the percentage of the directors of the company
or a body required to be Myanmar citizens.

(c) In addition to the requirements prescribed in
sub-section (a), other requirements may be
prescribed by the Ministry.

(d) Documents pertaining to shareholding shall be
developed by the company or the body as may
be required by the registrar of ships.

5C.(a) The Department shall take administrative action
against any person who fails, without reasonable
cause, to register as per the requirements shall
be liable to pay a fine not exceeding ten percent
of the value of the ship to the Department.

(b) Any person who fails to comply with sub-
section (a) shall, on conviction before a Court,
be punished with imprisonment for a term not
exceeding twelve months and the subject ship
may be confiscated.

(c) Ifitis failed to discover or determine ownership
of the ship, it may be seized as the property of
the Government by the Ministry.
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8A. The Ministry may delegate its duties and powers

conferred in section 3, 4, 7 and 8 to the Department.
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Chairman of State Administration Council Prime Minister Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing to pay goodwill visit o Russian Federation at invitation
of President of Russian Federation Mr. Vladamir Putin

Chairman of the State Administration Council Prime Minister Senior General Min Aung Hlaing, at the invitation of President of the Russian Federation
Mr. Vladamir Putin will pay a goodwill visit to the Russian Federation to attend the 80" Anniversary Victory Day of the Great Patriotic War (1941-1945) to be
held in Moscow, the Russian Federation, within a few days.

During the goodwill visit, the Senior General will attend the 80" Anniversary Victory Day of the Great Patriotic War (1941-1945) and relevant events, hold
exclusive talks with heads of state who will attend the events and work toward strengthening of strategic cooperation in economic, security and multiple sectors
between the two countries and the two peoples.

Similarly, wife of the Senior General Daw Kyu Kyu Hla will accompany the Senior General during the visit at the invitation of Speaker of the Federation
Council of the Russian Federation Mrs. Valentina Matvienko and hold talks with her.

On the goodwill visit, members of the SAC, union ministers and senior officers will accompany the Senior General and wife.

100

MYINMU May 5

In Myinmu Township, Saga-
ing Region, the harvest of21,781
acres of cotton crops, planted
during the monsoon growing
season, has been completed
successfully, according to re-
cords from the Sagaing District
Agriculture Department.

During the monsoon planting
period, a total of 21,831 acres
of cotton were cultivated in
Myinmu Township. As of today,
21,781 acres have been harves-
ted since the process began in
December 2024. The yield has
been recorded at 542.52 viss
per acre.

"The total cultivated area for
cotton in Myinmu Township is
21,831 acres. As of now, 21,781

acres have already been har-
vested. To support farmers in
cotton cultivation, high-quality
seeds are being provided to en-
sure easy and timely planting,"
said Daw Thida Lwin, the head
of the Sagaing District Agricul-
ture Department.

To assist cotton farmers in
Myinmu Township, the township
agriculture department has
been providing high-quality
seed varieties, pest and disease
prevention measures, and pro-
per farming techniques to en-
hance productivity. Training
sessions have also been conduc-
ted to educate farmers on best
practices.

The cost of cotton cultivation
is approximately Ks-350,000

per acre, with an average yield
of around 1,000 baskets per
acre.

Moreover, farmers can in-
tercrop sesame with other

Th . ~ ‘. .
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crops such as onions and pigeon
peas, allowing for diversified
agricultural production and
increased income.

Cotton cultivation has been
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-

successfully carried out across
19 townships in Sagaing Re-
gion, including Sagaing, Mony-
wa, Yinmabin, Shwebo, and Kan-
balu districts. SMK

Farmers complete harvest of monsoon
pigeon pea crops in Myaung Township

MYAUNG May 5

Sagaing District Department of Agriculture of Sagaing Region
stated that all sown acreage of monsoon pigeon pea has been
harvested in Myaung Township.

They planted 9,998 acres of pigeon pea in Myaung Township.
Starting from December 2024, they harvested the crops. So
far, they have reaped all sown acreage of crops, yielding 14.80
baskets per acre.

Daw Thida Lwin, Head of Sagaing District Agriculture
Department explained: “Local farmers planted 9,998 acres
of pigeon pea. Now, they have harvested all sown acreage of
crops. Our department helped farmers boost production of
crops. Farmers cultivated crops in mix-cropped and separate
cropping patterns.”

Officials of the Township Agriculture Department raised
farmer awareness to select quality strains of crops, use correct
agricultural techniques, prevent pests and boost per-acre yield
of crops in Myaung Township. SMK

Farmers from Mingin Township harvest
more than 3,000 acres of green gram

MINGIN May 5

Atotal of 3,731 acres of green
gram has been harvested in
Mingin District of Sagaing Re-
gion, according to the statistics
of Mingin Township Agricul-
ture Department.

Local farmers planted 5,637
acres of green gram in Mingin
Township. Starting from Janu-
ary 2025, they harvested the
crops, and so far, they have
harvested 3,731 acres of crops,
yielding 14.87 baskets per acre.

During the winter crop plant-
ing season in Mingin Township,
a total of 5,637 acres of green

gram were cultivated. The
harvesting process is currently
underway, and as of today,
3,731 acres have already been
harvested. The actual cultiva-
tion exceeded the initially plan-
ned acreage.

Regarding green gram culti-
vation, educational initiatives
have been carried out to encour-
age expansion and to promote
the use of high-quality seeds
for better yields.

Daw Hayman Kyaw Win, the
Head of Mingin Township Agri-
culture Department, disclosed:
“The department has provided

farmers with knowledge on
selecting high-quality and regio-
nally suitable seeds, proper
cultivation techniques, pest
prevention, systematic fertili-
zer usage, and strategies for
improving crop yields.”
During this year's winter crop
planting season, efforts were
made in collaboration with
farmers to ensure high yield
and quality for legume crops.
This included the provision of
high-quality seeds, necessary
inputs, and post-harvest techno-
logy.
SK
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More than 4,000 acres of onions
harvested in Wetlet Township

WETLET May 5

Statistics of Wetlet Township Agriculture Department stated that a total of
4,511 acres of winter onions have been harvested in Wetlet Township of Sagaing
Region.

During the winter cropping season in Wetlet Township, a total of 4,511 acres
of onions were cultivated. The harvesting of these onion fields began in January
this year; and as of today, 100 per cent of the acreage has been harvested, yielding
4,300 viss per acre.

Daw Kyin San, the Head of the Wetlet Township Agriculture Department,
stated, “In Wetlet Township, we cultivated up to 4,511 acres of onions during
the winter cropping season. At present, the entire acreage has been completely
harvested. In some cases, cultivation exceeded the initial estimates. We also
facilitated market connections to ensure good prices for onions.”

Moreover, the Wetlet Township Agriculture Department has been supporting

Local News |19

farmers by helping them connect with markets to secure better prices, providing
technology to extend the storage life of onions, promoting the adoption of GAP
(Good Agricultural Practices) methods, and ensuring the production of high-

Farmers need to cost Ks-1.8 mllhon per acre for cultlvatlon of onions, yielding
5,000 viss per acre. Onion is cultivated in Sagaing Region. Among townships of
the region, Monywa, Yinmabin, ChaungU, Shwebo and Myinmu townships are

quality onions.

the vest acreage of growing onions.

SK

Kyunhla Township finishes reaping all winter
sesame plantations

Q? 4 h‘\\"w h-\

KYUNHLA May 5

Statistics of Kyunhla Township Agri-
culture Department mentioned that all
sown acreage of winter sesame has
been harvested in Kyunhla Township
of Sagaing Region.

Local farmers planted 14,036 acres
of winter sesame in Kyunhla Township.

w.:’%; o
They started har'vestlng of crops in De-
cember last year. So far, they have
harvested all plantations of winter
sesame, yielding 16.41 baskets per
acre.

Daw Myint Myint Yi, Head of Kyunhla
Township Agriculture Department,
said: “Farmers planted more than 14,000

acres of winter sesame. Now, they have
reaped all sown acreage of crops. Sown
acreage of crop is on the rise yearly. Far-
mers prefer to grow sesame in winter
rather than monsoon,”

In Kyunhla Township, the Township
Agriculture Department has provided
knowledge to sesame farmers on ex-
panding sesame cultivation, cultivation
techniques, GAP (Good Agricultural
Practices), growing high-quality seeds,
and cultivating high-yield varieties.

Crops produced using the GAP sys-
tem are of higher quality, fetch better
prices, and can be marketed not only
domestically but also internationally
compared to crops grown using other
methods. Due to these benefits, farmers
adopting the GAP system can achieve
greater economic prosperity, leading
to improvements in their overall socio-
economic conditions.

SK

More than 7,000 acres of soya bean harvested in Mawlaik District

MAWLAIK May 5

According to the statistics from the Mawlaik District Department of Agriculture, a total of 7,220 acres of soya bean
from the winter crop season have been fully harvested in Mawlaik District, Sagaing Region.

During the winter cropping season in Mawlaik District, a total of 7,892 acres of soya bean were cultivated. Harvesting
began in January of this year, and so far, 298 acres have been harvested in Mawlaik Township, while 6,922 acres have
been harvested in Phaungpyin Township, making a total of 7,220 acres. The average yield is reported to be 17.96 baskets
per acre.

"The total soya bean cultivation area in Mawlaik District for this winter cropping season reached 7,892 acres, out of
which 7,220 acres have already been harvested. Currently, farmers have been able to expand cultivation beyond the
initially planned acreage. We are also conducting awareness campaigns to prevent pest infestations. Additionally, we
have made arrangements to ensure the availability of quality seeds and have informed farmers accordingly," said Daw
Kywe Kywe Hlaing, the head of the Mawlaik District Agriculture Department.

The township agriculture departments in Mawlaik District have provided technical support to soya bean farmers,
ensuring they use high-quality and pure seeds suited to the local environment, follow proper farming practices, prevent
pest infestations, apply fertilizers systematically, and achieve high yields.

This winter cropping season, in collaboration with farmers, necessary measures have been taken to ensure the
productivity and quality of soya bean crops. This includes providing quality seeds, improving soil fertility, and offering
technical training on post-harvest techniques. SMK

Bananas from
Kyaukse area
enter the local
market

KYAUKSE May 5

Pheegyan banana, a Myanmar species,
produced from the Kyaukse area, is
distributed to Yangon, Mandalay and
Bago cities, according to the Consumer
Affairs Department (Mandalay).

Kyaukse is one of the nine districts
in the central region of Mandalay, that
relies on agriculture. Paddy, various
peas, oil crops, chilli pepper, mango and
banana are cultivated in the area each
season. Banana cultivation also grew
from manageable to commercial scale.

There were 1,282 acres of bananas
in the 2024-2025 financial year (April-
March) in Kyaukse Township, and banana
harvesting has been done on 1,264 acres
so far, according to statistics of the
District Settlement and Land Records
Department. The banana can be grown
in all seasons in the country. About 800
banana plants can be grown per acre
with a spacing of eight feet. Banana
blossoms after nine to ten months of
cultivation, and three months after, the
banana harvest begins.

The Pheegyan banana variety is
mainly cultivated in the Kyaukse region.
The input cost is about Ks-1.5 million,
including seedlings, wages and other
input costs. An acre can produce about
800 banana branches. Brokers come to
farms to buy bananas and supply them
to shops in Yangon, Mandalay and Bago
cities. The entire banana tree (leaves,
shoots and even the peels) is valued for
many uses. It is a lucrative business for
the residents. SK
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Kremlin reveals details of Xi’s visit to Russia

MOSCOW May 5

Chinese President Xi Jinping
will visit Russia from May 7 to
10 to attend the Victory Day
Parade in Moscow and hold
talks with Russian President
Vladimir Putin, the Kremlin
announced on Sunday. The visit
marks the 80" Anniversary of
the Soviet Union’s victory over
Nazi Germany.

Russia will hold its annual
Victory Day parade on Red
Square on May 9. More than 20
foreign leaders are expected to
attend the commemoration in
the Russian capital, including
Belarusian President Alexander

Lukashenko, Slovak Prime
Minister Robert Fico, Serbian
President Aleksandar Vucic,
Armenian Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan, among others.

In April, Russian President
Vladimir Putin first announced
that he would meet with the
Chinese leader during the World
War II victory celebrations in
Moscow. Putin later proposed
a 72-hour unilateral ceasefire
in Ukraine to coincide with the
festivities. Ukraine’s Vladimir
Zelensky turned down the
proposal, calling it a “theatrical
performance” and instead
pushed for a broader 30-day

unconditional truce. Moscow
officials said such a pause would
let Kiev regroup and resupply.

Following this, Zelensky
warned global leaders heading
to Moscow that Ukraine cannot
assure their safety.

“During the negotiations, key
issues regarding the further
development of comprehensive
partnership and strategic inter-
action will be discussed, as well
as current problems on the in-
ternational and regional agen-
da,” the statement from the Kre-
mlin said. “The signing of a num-
ber of bilateral intergovern-
mental and interagency docu-

ments is planned.”

The visit will be Xi’s third to
Russia since the escalation of the
Ukraine conflict in 2022. China
has maintained a position of
neutrality in the conflict but has

6-5-2025 | @6&

refused to blame Russia for the
hostilities and has condemned the
Western sanctions on Moscow,
accusing the US of having a
“Cold War mentality” based on
confrontation. RT

Israeli gov’t approves plan to expand Gaza
operation, including seizing land

LIMA May 5

13 kidnapped mine
guards found dead in
north Peru

The bodies of 13 mine company guards previously

e [
o

TEL AVIV May 5

The Israeli military-political cabinet has approved
a plan to expand the ground operation in the Gaza
Strip that provides for seizing and holding territory,
displacing populations and powerful strikes, Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's adviser Dmitri
Gendelman said on Monday.

"The military-political cabinet unanimously approved
the operational plan presented by the Chief of the
General Staff for the complete liquidation of Hamas
in Gaza and the return of Israeli hostages from
captivity," Gendelman wrote on Telegram.
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The plan includes capturing and holding territory in
Gaza, moving civilians south for their safety, denying
Hamas access to humanitarian aid, and carrying
out massive strikes on terrorist infrastructure and
command posts.

Earlier in the day, Axios journalist Barak Ravid
reported, citing sources, that Israel's Security Cabinet
had unanimously approved plans by the Israel Defence
Forces (IDF) to expand its ground operation in the
Gaza Strip, which will take place after US President
Donald Trump's trip to the Middle East.

Sputnik

reported as kidnapped were found in north Peru's
La Libertad department, local media said Sunday.

"Sources from the Executive Branch" confirmed the
discovery of the bodies in the Pataz province, reported
private news network Radio Programas del Peru.

Police reports said that the bodies were found
bound, blindfolded and naked in a mineshaft, where
they were reportedly shot.

"Tllegal miners colluding with criminals kidnapped 13
workers who were providing services to an artisanal
miner," which "attests to the terrible deterioration of
security conditions in Pataz," mining company La
Poderosa said on Friday.

"This unfortunate event occurred after criminals
attacked the artisanal mining operation to take control
of it," the company said.

Family members of the victims said they lost
contact with the guards on April 27 while they were
on duty, and the kidnappers "demanded a large sum
of money from the mining company in exchange for
their release."

The mining company urged authorities to act swiftly
on a complaint filed by the victims' families.

Xinhua

Putin accepts Modi’s invitation to

India, Pakistan troops exchange fire on Kashmir LoC

visit India - Kremlin

MOSCOW May 5

Indian Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi has reiterated during a
phone conversation his invitation
to Russian President Vladimir
Putin to visit India, the invitation
was accepted with gratitude,
the Kremlin said on Monday.

Earlier in the day, the Indian
Foreign Ministry said that Modi
conveyed greetings to Putin

regarding the 80" Anniversary
of Victory Day and invited him
for the Annual Summit to be
held in India in 2025.

"The Indian leader reiterated
his invitation to the Russian pre-
sident to visit India for the tradi-
tional annual bilateral summit.
The invitation was accepted with
gratitude," the Kremlin said in
a statement. Sputnik

NEWDELHI May 5

Amid escalating tension, the
troops of India and Pakistan ex-
changed heavy fire and targeted
each other's positions Monday
on the Line of Control (LoC), an
Indian army official said.

"During the intervening night
of May 4 and 5, Pakistan army
posts resorted to unprovoked
small arms fire across the LoC
in areas opposite Kupwara,
Baramulla, Poonch, Rajouri,

Mendhar, Naushera, Sunder-
bani and Akhnoor," an Indian
army official was quoted in local
media. "Indian army responded
promptly and proportionately."

Monday marked the 11'" strai-
ght day of ceasefire violations
on the volatile LoC, according
to the Indian side.

Tensions between India and
Pakistan have escalated follow-
ing a deadly attack on tourists
in Pahalgam in the Indian-

controlled Kashmir on April
22.

On Monday, New Delhi tem-
porarily cut off the flow of water
from Chenab river to Pakistan,
Indian media reports said.

On the same day, Pakistan
conducted a successful training
launch of its surface-to-surface
FATAH Series missile with a
range of 120 km, the military
said in a statement.

Xinhua
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Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

and property of innocent people.

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives

Japan Is Finally Getting Serious About EVs

An automaker is only as good
as its supplier base allows it to
be. Sure, companies can set
targets and try to steer the ship,
but everything from quality and
innovation to cost margins and
speed-to-market depends on the
parts suppliers. A single issue
can derail production (think the
Takata airbags recall or the
Bosch diesel software scandal),
but supplier innovation can
also fuel growth (EV batteries,
Lidar, etc.).

Now amid the tariff chaos,
some of Japan’s largest supp-
liers are doubling down on EVs
and self-driving investments,
something that could enable
automakers like Toyota to take
these emerging technologies
more seriously.

Welcome to the Friday edition
of Critical Materials, your daily
round-up of news and events
shaping up the world of electric
cars and technology. Also on the
radar today: Chinese EV makers
are helping many countries
decarbonize road transport
and pushing local players to
be more competitive. Plus,
sales of hybrids surged in April
whereas EV sales declined for
most automakers.

30 percent: Toyota’s
Largest Suppliers Speed Up
EV Investments

Toyota is slowly shredding
itsreputation as the laggard in
the global EV race. It plans to
launch as many as 15 EVs by
2027 across the world and some
of them—Ilikely the crossovers,
SUVs and trucks—will also end
up on U.S. shores.

But this big shift isn’t happen-
ing in a vacuum. Behind the
scenes, Toyota’s sprawling
supplier ecosystem is going all
in. The combined research and
development spending from its
closest affiliates—Denso, Aisin,
Toyota Industries, Aichi Steel,
Toyota Gosei, Toyota Boshoku
and Jtekt—is on track to incre-
ase more than 7 percent to over
US$-7 billion this year.

Crucially, that cash is being
funneled into EVs, hybrids,
and self-driving tech—exactly
where Toyota needs help most.

Denso provides critical sys-
tems to Toyota including hybrid
units, power control systems,
motor stators and dozens of
components forits gas cars such
as spark plugs and fuel pumps.
The list of what Aisin supplies
to Toyota is also extensive, in-
cluding everything from tran-
smissions, drivetrain parts,
brakes, suspension and more.

Here’s more from Nikkei
this morning:

"It's because this is a period of
change that we want to increase
investment in improving future
added value," Denso CEO
Shinnosuke Hayashi said in an
earnings briefing, referring to
the tariffs.

Hayashi cited electrification
and advanced driver assistance
systems as growth areas,
along with semiconductors
and software to strengthen
underlying technology.

"We will stop investment
related to internal combustion
engines," Executive Vice Presi-
dent Yasushi Matsui said.

That last bit could mark a
turning point for Toyota. Denso
has long been a stalwart of
Toyota’s gas-powered empire.
Ifit’s truly shifting to electrifi-
cation, it signals not just a
technological pivot, but a broa-
der cultural one within Japan’s
auto suppliers.

And Toyota needs it. The
company has been sleepwalk-
ing through the EV era, with
half-hearted efforts like the
bZ4X. Full disclosure, I do have
a soft spot for the bZ4x despite
its shortcomings because it
really suits specific use cases in
cities like New York. But that’s
beside the point. Chinese EV
makers have raced ahead and
threatened Toyota’s dominance,
especially in China.

But now, with its supplier
base leaning in, Toyota finally
has a chance to not just survive
in the EV race, but also to
thrive in it.

60 percent: Why Openness
To Chinese EVs May Be
Important

There’s a clear difference
between countries where EV
adoption is high and regions
where it’s low. Countries that
have allowed Chinese EVs
have far higher EV adoption
rates. Those with protectionist
policies such as the U.S. are
only growing modestly.

There’s broad scientific evi-
dence that EVs, if done correctly,
can be a smarter choice in terms
of economics and ownership
experience. Some nations are
already benefiting from that.
Australia’s EV sales were up
145 percent from 2022 to 2024.
Thailand’s EV sales grew 279
percent in the same period and
Mexico saw similar growth. In
Brazil, EV sales soared by 500
percent in that same period—

the common link is that they
allowed Chinese EVs in.

Research firm Bloomberg
NEF makes a solid case for
this “openness”:

Even in markets where Chin-
ese automakers make up a
relatively small share of total
EV sales, their presence forces
competition and pushes incum-
bent automakers to put real
effort into their EV launches.
Companies typically don’t self-
disrupt a profitable market—a
challenger often is needed to
force the issue. Tesla played
that role for many years, but
the Chinese are now coming
on fast.

Tesla indeed was the disrup-
ter. Not justin the U.S., but also
globally. But it has lost that
status as CEO Elon Muskisn’t
interested in cars or climate
anymore. Artificial intelligence
and robotics excite him more
these days. The disrupters now
are Chinese automakers who
have learned from the Tesla
playbook and are now moving
at warp speed.

Their presence in the U.S,,
even ifin an extremely limited
capacity, could help Americans
realize how far the technology
has come and why it’s so much
better than fossil fuels and
internal combustion.

90 percent: U.S. EV Sales
Plunge In April

American car buyers rushed
to their local dealerships in
April to grab the pre-tariff
inventories of gas-powered and
hybrid vehicles. But EV sales
dropped sharply.

Hyundai’s hybrid sales grew
46 percent in April, but sales of
the Ioniq 5—which has generally
been a strong seller—dropped 8
percent from 3,702 units to 3,411
units. Sales of the Kia EV6 fell
68 percent from 2,051 units to
just 646 units last month. EV9
sales dropped 85 percent from
1,572 units to 232 units.

Ford’s EV sales also decrea-
sed by 40 percent across the

Mustang Mach-E, F-150 Lightn-
ing and E-Transit range. Alth-
ough it said that was in part due
to model year changes—and
its hybrid vehicle sales soared
nearly 30 percent. The same
could be true for Kia, as buyers
await the updated EV6 and EV9
which come natively equipped
with the Tesla-developed NACS
charging port.

The U.S. has imposed 25
percent tariffs on imported
cars. Imports from China have
been tariffed at a whopping 145
percent. Trump did announce
some tariff relief this week—
like reimbursements on for-
eign parts of vehicles assem-
bledin the U.S., but that wasn’t
enough for General Motors to
project a whopping impact of
up to US$-5 billion from this
policy.

It’s worth noting that the
Toyota bZ4x was the bright
spot among this lot—posting a
solid 111 percent growth from
827 units sold last April to 1,678
units last month.

Only time will tell if these are
early signs of tariffs taking a
toll on EV sales as automakers
focus on their high-profit-margin
gas-powered vehicles.

100 percent: What’s
More Important, Tariffs Or
Affordable EVs?

Automakers face their toug-
hest test in years as their capi-
tal-intensive quest to build
more EVs now locks horns with
tariffs that are set to cost them
billions of dollars and squeeze
their profits. The grim EV sales
performance in April could
be a sign that carmakers may
refocus on their gas-powered
models to better absorb the
impact of tariffs. That could
also mean affordability may
remain elusive to the EVmarket.

So as China races away with
its EVlead, what’s more impor-
tant for the U.S.? Protectionist
policies such as tariffs or the
urgency of making more afford-
able EVs? IEVs
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