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Yinmabin District to grow more than 2 OOO acres of banana thls monsoon

YINMABIN June 20

According to the Yinmabin District
Agriculture Department, local farmers
plan to grow 2,877 acres of banana as
monsoon crops in Yinmabin District of
Sagaing Regiion this year.

For the 2025-2026 monsoon cropping
season, Yinmabin Township decided to
grow 259 acres of banana, Kani Township
2,341 acres, Salingyi Township 152 acres,
and Pale Township 125 acres, totalling
2,877 acres.

Daw Myat Moe Win, Head of the
Department of Agriculture for Yinmabin
District, said:“This year during the
monsoon season, a total of 2,877 acres
of banana planta-tions are planned in
Yinmabin District. We will carry out
necessary efforts to ensure the target

acreage is fully planted. Preparations
are underway to begin planting this
month. Recently, we have also observed
banana plantations in fallow fields. Pest
and disease outbreaks have generally
been mild.”

Banana farmers typically plant around
1,000 banana plants per acre, and the
cultivation cost per acre can reach up
to Ks-2 million. At harvest time, farmers
can earn around Ks-5 million per acre
in return.

The Department of Agriculture for
Yinmabin District also stated that they
will conduct on-site educational outreach
programs regarding good agricultural
practices, including discussions on the
risks of chemical pesticide residues
to promote the production of safe and

consumable crops and adv1ce on usmg
registered pesticides according to

labelled mstructlons and recommended

dosages. SMK

Monywa District plans to grow more than
19,000 acres of Sterculia versicolor

MONYWA June 20

According to Monywa District Agricul-
ture Department, local farmers will
grow 19,070 acres of Sterculia versicolor
in Monywa District of Sagaing Region
this year.

In 2025-2026 monsoon, local autho-
rities earmarked cultivation of crops
on 237 acres in Monywa Township,
2,595 acres in Budalin Township,
15,683 acres in Ayadaw Township
and 555 acres in ChaungU Township,

totalling 19,070.

Daw San San Myint, Head of Monywa
District Agriculture Department,
emphasized: “Local authorities have
earmarked cultivation of 19,070 acres of
crops this monsoon. So, our department
will help local farmers meet the target
cultivation. Sterculia versicolor is resilient
against water scarcity. It can be planted
in all kinds of soils. So, farmers need
to expand sown acreage of Sterculia
versicolor plantations.”

Officials from Agriculture Department
urged local farmers to use GAP system
without chemical residue. The crops
planted in GAP system can get GAP
certificate. Due to minimizing chemical
residue, the Sterculia versicolor can
get firm market demand rather than
other species.

The Agriculture Department will
cooperate with UMFCCI to expand
market shares for Sterculia versicolor.

SK

Bogale Township ships large quantlty of eels to Yangon

BOGALE June 20
A large number of eels from Bogale
Township, Ayeyawady Region, was

A\ .
| g e 3

\’;a_

it
shipped to the Yangon market said
Daw Zar Chi, a seafood market operator
in Bogale Township.

Bogale Township is an area rich
in eels and sold its products to the
Yangon market in addition to the
local market. Bogale Township trans-
ported 73,000 visses of eels to the Yangon
market .

“Farmers in Bogale Township sell eels
and other fishery products in addition
to agricultural products. Fisheries are
also a business for locals. The Yangon
market has seen a good demand for
eels in the past month. The strong
demand has benefited local farmers
and workers,” she said.

The price of eel shipped from Bogale
Township to the Yangon market is up to
Ks-19,500 per viss. The strong demand
for eel has benefited eel hunters,
breeders, workers, and event opera-
tors.

SK

Local farmers finish
harvest of peanut in
Tamu District

TAMU June 20

According to records from the Tamu
District Agriculture Department, all
winter groundnut plantations have now
been fully harvested in Tamu District,
Sagaing Region.

During the winter crop season, a
total of 3,243 acres of groundnuts were
cultivated in Tamu District. Harvesting
began in February this year and has
continued until now, with 100 percent
of the cultivated area successfully
harvested. The yield was reported to
be 62.70 baskets per acre.

U Hla Myint, Head of the Tamu
District Agriculture Department, stated,
"During this winter crop season, we
were able to cultivate up to 3,243 acres
of groundnuts. As of now, all of the
planted areas have been completely
harvested. Compared to the targeted
acreage, cultivation has expanded. In
terms of oil crops, groundnut farming
has been successful, and production is
improving year by year."

In Tamu District a total of 556 acres
of groundnut has been harvested in
Myothit Township, 1,012 acres in Tamu
Township, and 1,675 acres in Khampat,
totalling 3,243 acres.

Local farmers need to use 1.5 baskets
of quality groundnut seeds per acre and
they cost more than Ks-200,000 per acre
for quality seeds, labour charge, fertilizer
and pesticides. Groundnut yields more
than 50 baskets per acre.

SMK
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KALAY June 20

All soya bean plantations harvested in _Kalay District

Statistics of Kalay District
Agriculture Department men-
tioned that local farmers have
harvested all sown acreage of
soya bean has been harvested
in Kalay District of Sagaing
Region.

In Kalay District, during the
winter crop season, soybeans
were cultivated across a total
of 11,344 acres of croplands.
Harvesting of the cultivated so-
ybean fields began in January
of this year and has been comp-
leted as of today, with 100 per-
cent of the acreage now fully
harvested. The average yield
per acre was reported to be
19.27 baskets.

“The winter crop season in
Kalay District saw soybean

cultivation covering up to
11,344 acres. As of now, all of
these soybean fields have been
completely harvested. To en-
sure good yield and high quality
ofthe crop, we collaborated with
farmers by providing quality
seeds, fertilizers, and post-
harvest technology support,”
said U Aung, the Head of the
Kalay District Department of
Agriculture.

According to township-level
data from Kalay District Agricul-
ture Department, local farmers
harvested 9,144 acres of soya
bean in Kalay Township, 258
acres in Kalewa Township, and
1,942 acres in Mingin Township,
totalling 11,344 acres.

In Kalay District, in order to
support farmers in expanding

cultlvated acreage, achieving
better yields, and adopting
good agricultural practices
(GAP), the respective town-
ship agriculture departments
have been carrying out educa-
tional and technical support
activities.

Crops grown using GAP
methods are of higher quality

than those cultivated using tra-
ditional methods. This results
in higher market prices and
enables access not only to the
domestic market but also to
international markets. As a
result, farmers adopting GAP
can enjoy better economic
benefits.

SK

Plan underway to grow more than 500 acres of chilli
in Pwintbyu Township

PWINTBYU June 20

According to Pwintbyu Town-
ship Agriculture Department,
local authorities earmarked
cultivation of 570 acres of chilli in
Pwintbyu Township of Magway
Region this monsoon.

In Pwintbyu Township, it is
planned to cultivate 570 acres of
chilli during this year’s monso-
on crop season, and planting
will begin in the second week
of June to ensure the full target
acreage is achieved.

“This year, a total of 570
acres of chilli are planned to
be cultivated within Pwintbyu
Township during the monsoon
season. Planting will begin
around the second week of
June. Efforts will be made
to ensure the target acreage
is fully cultivated. Since the
chilli market is doing well,
the situation for chilli farming
is favourable. We will also
work to encourage farmers to
expand chilli cultivation as a
commercial enterprise,” said
Daw Moe Moe Wai, the Head
of the Pwintbyu Township
Agriculture Department.

This monsoon season, the
Township Agriculture Depar-
tment will collaborate with
local chilli farmers to improve
yield, access to markets, pest

and disease control, and
food safety by promoting the
use of Good Agricultural Pra-
ctices (GAP). Training and
technical assistance will be
provided to help farmers pro-
perly use soil nutrients, fertili-
zers, and supplements to su-
pport soil fertility and producti-
vity.

If chilli can be cultivated
with high productivity, not
only will local consumption
be sufficiently met, but any
surplus can be sold for profit.
This will increase income from
crops and contribute to the
socio-economic development
of the region. Therefore, efforts
must be made across all areas
to expand chilli cultivation, said
Daw Moe Moe Wai.

SK

Mawlamyinegyun Township supplies 66,000 bags of
black gram to Yangon market

MAWLAMYINEGYUN June 20

Local merchants from Mawlamyinegyun
Township of Ayeyawady Region shipped
66,000 bags of black gram to Yangon market
said Daw Thida, the owner of pulse and
beans trading in Mawlamyinegyun Town-
ship.

Up to 66,000 bags of black gram from
Mawlamyinegyun Township were exported
and sold to the Yangon market.

“We supplied 66,000 bags of black gram

from Mawlamyinegyun to the Yangon
market. Currently, buyers from Yangon
are actively purchasing locally harves-
ted beans. Because of the strong demand
from international markets for black gram,
demand from Yangon has also increased.
Local traders and business operators
are transporting and selling beans and
rice from this region to Yangon,” said
Daw Thida.

Black gram and green gram are mainly

exported to China. It is reported that
international demand has become quite
strong recently.

The price of a 24-basket bag of black
gram exported from Mawlamyinegyun to
the Yangon market has reached up to Ks-
135,000 per bag. Due to the good market
price and strong demand, farmers, traders,
transport labourers, and truck rental
operators are all reportedly doing well.

SMK
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All sown
acreage
of lima bean
harvested in
Katha District

KATHA June 20

According to statistics of
Katha District Agriculture
Department, local farmers
have reaped all sown acreage
of lima bean in Katha District
of Sagaing Region.

In the district, local farmers
planted 3,881 acres of lima bean
in cold season. From January
to date, they have harvested
380 acres of lima bean in Katha
Township and 3,501 acres in
Htigyaing Township, totalling
3,881 acres, yielding 17.26 ba-
skets per acre.

“During the winter crop
season in Katha District, a total
of 3,881 acres of lima beans were
cultivated. At present, harves-
ting has been fully completed
across all the cultivated areas.
Generally, lima beans are more
commonly grown in the winter
than in the rainy season. The
cultivation of lima beans has be-
en successful and thriving. Due
to the good market prices, far-
mers have confidently expan-
ded their lima bean planta-
tions,” said Daw Khin Myat Myat
0o, Head of the Katha District
Department of Agriculture.

This year, during the rainy
crop season in Katha District,
local farmers not only cultivat-
ed lima beans as a main crop
but some also practised inter-
cropping to earn extra income.

The Katha District Depart-
ment of Agriculture is suppor-
ting farmers who grow various
types of beans by helping them
improve crop yields, encourag-
ing the use of quality and pure
seeds, and providing necessary
technical assistance. Additio-
nally, they are promoting know-
ledge on natural pesticide usage
to prevent pests and diseases,
aswell as timely harvesting pra-
ctices.

SMK
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Hungary offers to host Ukraine peace talks

KIEV June 20

Hungary’s offer to host peace
talks aimed at ending the Uk-
raine conflict remains valid,
Foreign Minister Peter Szijjarto
said on Thursday.

Hungary has maintained a
dissenting position within the
EU since the conflict escalated
in February 2022, advocating
for dialogue while most other
member states have pledged
only to continue military support
to Kiev.

Speaking to reporters on the
sidelines of the St. Petersburg

International Economic Forum
(SPIEF), Szijjarto reaffirmed
Budapest’s commitment to a
peaceful resolution and said
Hungary is prepared to host
negotiations. He said he com-
municated the proposal to
senior Russian and Ukrainian
officials days after the outbreak
of the hostilities, adding, “This
offer is there, is valid, we have
not withdrawn that.”
Hungary would be willing to
organize a summit between
Russian President Vladimir
Putin and his US counterpart,

Donald Trump if such a meeting
were requested, Szijjarto claim-
ed. He praised the recent im-
provement in relations between
Moscow and Washington, follow-
ing the change in the US admi-
nistration.

”Our clear historic experien-
ceis that whenever the US and
Russia are able to maintain a
civilized relationship, it’s always
better for Central Europe,” he
said.

Trump has declined to continue
US military aid to Ukraine and
has suggested that both Wash-

ington and Moscow could benefit
from restoring bilateral ties.
His efforts to mediate a truce
between Russia and Ukraine
contributed to the countries
restarting direct negotiations
in Turkiye, talks that Kiev aban-
doned in 2022 to focus on its
military campaign.

Szijjarto noted that European
nations that once called for
Ukraine’s victory are now urging
an unconditional ceasefire. He
said that many of those countries
previously criticized Budapest
for promoting diplomacy, argu-

21-6-2025 | w

ing that the shift highlights
their loss of credibility.

At a recent round of talks in
Istanbul, Russia proposed two
options for a conditional cea-
sefire, asserting that either
would prevent Ukraine from
regrouping and resuming hos-
tilities, unlike an unconditional
truce.

The proposals involved either
a Ukrainian withdrawal from
territories claimed by Russia
or a halt to military mobilization
and Western arms deliveries.
Ukraine’s Vladimir Zelensky
hasrejected both and demanded
direct talks with Putin.

RT

119 Chinese evacuated from Israel to Egypt

TABA June 20

One hundred and nineteen Chinese
citizens were evacuated from Israel to
Egypt on Thursday through the Taba
border crossing in Egypt's South Sinai
province.

After completing the necessary pro-
cedures, the evacuees entered Egypt
from the crossing around 15:30 local
time (12:30 GMT) and were then guided
onto buses.

According to the Chinese Embassy
in Egypt, the people evacuated from
Israel include 117 students and two
Hong Kong residents, who will be tran-
sferred to Cairo.

"China is highly concerned about our
compatriots overseas. Their well-being
and safety are always our priority," said
Liao Ligiang, Chinese Ambassador to

"We completed all preparatory work
efficiently within 24 hours and dispatched
an action group to Taba overnight to
organize the process of entry," Liao
said, adding the embassy worked closely
with relevant Egyptian departments
overnight to request passage permits,
necessary assistance, and security
guarantees.

Sun Xue, a postdoctoral fellow at the
Hebrew University of Jerusalem, said
that the journey from Jerusalem to the
Taba border crossing took about four
hours.

"During the entry process at the
crossing, staff and volunteers from
the Chinese Embassy in Egypt provi-
ded warm assistance and coordinat-
ion. We are truly grateful to them," Sun
said.

Egypt.

Xinhua

Russia, Ukraine swap more prisoners under Istanbul deal

MOSCOW June 20

Russia and Ukraine carried
out another prisoner swap on
Friday, said the Russian defence
ministry.

In accordance with the Russ-
ian-Ukrainian agreements on
June 2 in Istanbul, a group of
Russian military personnel
was returned from the territory

controlled by Ukraine on June
20, the ministry said, not giving
the number of released priso-
ners.

"In return, a group of priso-
ners of war of the Armed Forces
of Ukraine was transferred," it
added.

The Russian servicemen are
currently in Belarus and being

given necessary psychological
and medical assistance, it said.

All Russian military personnel
will be transported to Russia
for treatment and rehabilitation
in medical institutions of the
Russian defense ministry, it
added.

Meanwhile, Ukraine's Coordi-
nating Headquarters for the

Treatment of Prisoners of War
said that the returned captives
include sergeants and sold-
iers from the Ukrainian Navy,
Land Forces, Territorial De-
fence, Airborne Forces and
other units.

Allreleased servicemen will
receive medical examination,
treatment and rehabilitation

at medical facilities, the head-
quarters said.

During their latest round
of talks in Turkiye's Istanbul,
Russia and Ukraine agreed on
an "all-for-all" exchange involv-
ing seriously ill and wounded
prisoners, as well as soldiers
under the age of 25.

Xinhua

Pakistan evacuates 121 nationals from Iran via Azerbaijan

ISLAMABAD June 20

A special Pakistan Interna-
tional Airlines (PIA) flight carry-
ing 121 Pakistani nationals from
Iran arrived in Lahore, the
capital city of Punjab province,

on Friday afternoon, the PIA
said in a statement.

The repatriation was necessi-
tated by the ongoing closure of
Iranian airspace, prompting
the stranded passengers to

travel overland from Iran to
Azerbaijan's capital Baku, where
the special flight was arranged,
the statement added.

The Pakistani embassies in
Iran and Azerbaijan worked in

coordination with local authori-
ties to ensure the safe transit
and return of the citizens, the
airline said.

According to official figures,
over 1,400 Pakistanis have been

repatriated from Iran -- more
than 1,200 via the Taftan border
and the rest through special
PIA flights from Turkmenistan
and Azerbaijan.

Xinhua
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Amid growing trade tensions and rise
in protectionist policies on the internatio-
nal landscape, the inaugural ASEAN-
GCC-China Summit, hosted under Malay-
sia’s ASEAN chairmanship for 2025,
has drawn significant international
attention. This gathering marks yet
another step forward in Global South
cooperation, with implications for both
regional development and global growth.

Foundations for Partnership

The three parties share deep historical
and economic ties. Centuries ago, the
Silk Road facilitated cultural and com-
mercial exchanges among their peoples.
Today, China remains a pivotal trade
partner for both ASEAN and the GCC.
Recent advancements, such as the
full conclusion of China-ASEAN Free
Trade Area 3.0 negotiations, underscore
ongoing efforts to deepen economic
integration. These longstanding rela-
tionships, nurtured through bilateral
and multilateral frameworks, provide
arobust foundation for expanded coo-

peration.
Shared Vision
for Inclusive Growth

As advocates for open markets, the
three parties reaffirmed their commit-
ment to multilateralism during the
summit. The event highlighted a shift
in Global South nations from passive
participants to proactive contributors
in shaping international economic frame-
works. Discussions underscored the

ASEAN-GCC-China Summit;

importance of a rules-based global tra-
ding system, one that prioritizes equita-
ble development over zero-sum compe-
tition. This vision aligns with broader
calls for inclusive globalization that
benefits all.
Complementary Strengths

Eachregion brings unique advantages
to the table: ASEAN’s youthful demo-
graphics and natural resources, the
GCC’s energy resources and financial
capital, and China’s vast consumer
market and manufacturing prowess.
By leveraging these complementary
strengths, the partners will benefit
from reduced energy and resource
costs, accelerated logistics, and more
efficient financial services. These
synergies will enhance all three parties’
competitiveness and resilience while
enabling more secure and sustainable
development, which are indispensable
for navigating challenges in today’s
volatile global markets and maintaining
growth amidst trade uncertainties.

Synergy in Scale: 1+1+1>3

The trilateral cooperation has already
registered positive progress. Chinese
Premier Li Qiang announced at the
Summit that China has decided to offer
five-year multiple-entry visas to eligible
applicants from Southeast Asian coun-
tries for business and other purposes,
and to effectively give all GCC countries
visa-free status. And with a regional
business council in conception, the three

A New Chapter in Global South Cooperation

parties have charted a united course
for cooperation in areas including eco-
nomic integration, connectivity, energy
security and sustainability, digital
transformation and innovation, food
and agriculture, and people-to-people
exchanges.

Collectively, ASEAN, China, and the
GCC account for nearly a quarter of the
world’s population and global GDP. Their
collaboration signals a growing prefe-
rence for cooperative and open regiona-
lism in addressing shared challenges,
such as trade disputes and supply chain
disruptions. Byimproving infrastructure
connectivity and streamlining trade,
this partnership could foster synergies
that multiply rather than simply add
their individual strengths.

A Model for South-South
Cooperation

Amid ongoing tariff and trade wars,
the best way to navigate the current
difficulties is to seek strength through
unity. Through the practice of cross-re-
gional cooperation, the three parties have
demonstrated that the Global South
can collectively counteract the adverse
impact of unilateral tariffs by explor-
ing new trade and investment oppor-
tunities, diversifying trade partners,
and reducing reliance on traditional
markets.

The three parties’ connected market,
one of the world’s largest intra-regional
markets,will also allow other countries

to share more benefits, and inject much-
needed certainty into the global economy.
By pooling together the three important
forces in the world, this innovative, in-
clusive and pragmatic model represents
ashared commitment to the rules-based
multilateral trading system with the
WTO atits core, and marks a concrete
step toward a peaceful, prosperous and
equitable future.

A Powerful Boost to Globalization

In an era of interconnected economies
and shared global challenges, globaliza-
tion retains its transformative potential—
but only if nations choose collaboration
overisolation. As an innovative coopera-
tion mechanism among Global South
partners, theASEAN-GCC-China Sum-
mit demonstrates how diverse regions
can align interests to strengthen multi-
lateral frameworks and advance equi-
table trade.

The Summit’s success sends a clear
message: Solidarity doesn’t require uni-
formity. It thrives when nations bridge
divergences through structured coope-
ration. By prioritizing dialogue and eco-
nomic interdependence, countries can
transform differences into opportunities
while fostering shared progress.In an
uncertain world, such collaboration
isn’tjust idealistic—it’s the cornerstone
of collective resilience and a more equi-
table future.

The author is a Beijing-based observer
of international affairs.

Black-eyed beans trade thrives in Hinthada Township

HINTHADA June 20

The demand for black-eyed
beans from Hinthada Township,
Hinthada District, Ayeyawady
Region has been strong, said
Daw Khaing Khaing Oo, an
agricultural products market
entrepreneur from Hinthada

Township.

The sales have been good
since the second week of April
this year and strong demand
for white beans in Hinthada
Township is due to the strong
purchase of local black-eyed
beans from the Yangon market

and the shortage of local black-
eyed beans.

"Local black-eyed beans are
being bought not only from the
local market but also from other
regions. Local black-eyed beans
are being bought from the
Yangon market. As the bean

production has decreased, the
sales are brisk. At present, there
are no new black-eyed beans
in the region. In the region,
black-eyed beans are abundant
during the winter harvest,” she
said.

Agricultural traders in the

region mainly transported local
agricultural products to the
Yangon market and in addition
to black-eyed beans, they also
shipped local products such as
green grams, green beans, maize,
and rice.

SK

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

and property of innocent people.

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives
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