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More than 3,000 acres of Sterculia versicolor planted in Shwebo District

SHWEBO July 29

Local farmers have grown
3,182 acres of Sterculia versico-
lor plants in Shwebo District
of Sagaing Region, according
to the district agriculture de-
partment.

In 2024-2025 monsoon, Shwe-
bo District authorities earmark-
ed cultivation of 3,612 acres of
Sterculia versicolor but local
farmers cultivated 98 acres in
Shwebo Township, 794 acres
in KhinU Township, 1,250 acres

in Wetlet Township and 1,040
acres in Kyaukmyaung Sub-
Township, totalling 3,182 acres
against the target cultivation.

“This year, during the mon-
soon crop cultivation season,
Shwebo District has planned
to cultivate 3,612 acres of Ster-
culia versicolor. As of today,
3,182 acres havealready been
cultivated. Efforts are underway
to complete the remaining ac-
reage tomeet the target. Sterculia
versicolor is drought-resistant,

grows in various soil types, and
is a tropical forest tree. It re-
quires low rainfall and is well-
suited for rocky and hilly regi-
ons. Therefore, it is feasible to
expand cultivation in such
areas,” said Daw Zar Zar Min,
Assistant Director of the Shwe-
bo District Agriculture Depar-
tment.

For the 2025-2026 monsoon
crop season, the targeted acr-
eages of Sterculia versicolor
cultivation by township in

Shwebo District are as follows:
Shwebo Township 100 acres,
KhinU Township 750 acres,
Wetlet Township 1,762 acres,
Kyaukmyaung Sub-township
1,000 acres, totalling 3,612 acres.

The Department of Agricul-
ture is encouraging farmers to
grow Sterculia versicolor using
the GAP (Good Agricultural
Practices) system, which avoids
the use of chemicals. Farmers
who adopt the GAP method
will receive GAP certification

for their cultivated fields. The
Sterculia versicolor grown un-
der this system will be chemical-
reduced and can achieve better
market competitiveness compa-
red to conventionally grown
varieties.

In addition, to increase yield
and improve market access,
the Department of Agriculture
is currently working in collabor-
ation with major traders’ asso-
ciations.

SMK

Ayadaw Township plants more than 1,000 acres of sunﬂower as monsoon Crops

g

AYADAW July 29

Agricultural data of the Mon-
ywa District Agriculture Depar-
tment mentioned that local
farmers have planted more
than 1,000 acres of sunflower
in Ayadaw Township of Sa-
gaing Region during this mon-
soon.

“For the 2025-2026 monsoon
crop season, local authorities
of Ayadaw Township earmarked
to cultivate 2,737 acres of sun-
flower. Cultivation began in
June this year, and as of today,
atotal of 1,100 acres have already
been planted there.

‘This year, during the mon-
soon crop season in Ayadaw

Township, we have planned to
grow over 2,000 acres of sun-
flower. As of today, more than
1,000 acres have already been
cultivated. Efforts are ongoing
to meet the target acreage. To
reduce reliance on imported
palm oil, sunflower — an oil
crop — is being promoted for
expanded cultivation. Com-
pared to other oil crops like
groundnut and sesame, sun-
flower produces a higher oil
yield per acre,” said Daw San
San Myint, Head of the Mon-
ywa District Department of
Agriculture.

To promote sunflower cultiva-
tion in Ayadaw Township, the

Township Department of Agr-
iculture is intensifying training

programs and capacity-build-
ing for both agricultural staff

and sunﬂower farmers.

Bogale Township supplies large amount of

BOGALE July 29

“Local traders from Bogale
Township of Ayeyawady Region
sold 75,000 viss of field crabs
to Yangon market,” said Daw
Mon Mon, the owner of the
fishery product depot in Bo-
gale Township.

Itis reported that field flower
crabs from Bogale Township

crabs to Yangon market
P o

were sold and transported to

the Yangon market . These ma-
rine crabs are being purchased
by buyers in the Yangon market.

“The crabs being sold and
transported to the Yangon mar-
ket are caught directly from
the fields. Marine products,
including flower crabs, are
mainly being shipped and sold

to the Yangon market. Over the
past month, field crabs have
been sold and transported up
toaweight of 75,000 viss. Curren-
tly, the seafood products export-
ed from here are being actively
bought by the Yangon market.
The strong demand for crabs
is due to both domestic needs
and foreign market interest.
With increased purchases of
crabs, fishery entrepreneurs
are now more engaged in buying
and selling activities,” said Daw
Mon Mon.

Seafood products, including
crabs from Bogale Township,
arebeing continuously transpor-
ted and sold to the Yangon
market. The price for 10 viss of
field crabs is reaching up to
Ks-85,000.

SMK

Kalay Township grows
over 11,000 acres of

rainfed paddy

KALAY July 29

More than 11,000 acres of
paddy have been planted in
Kalay Township, Sagaing Region,
during this year rain crops pla-
nting season, according to the
statistics from the Department
of Agriculture for Kalay Town-
ship.

During the 2025-2026 rain
crops planting season, 127,157
acres of paddy have been plann-
ed to be planted in Kalay Town-
ship. The planting of paddy has
started in June this year, and
11,206 acres have been planted
to date.

“This year, Kalay Township
has planned to plant more than
120,000 acres of paddy. To date,

more than 11,000 acres have
been planted. We are working
to ensure that the target acres
are met. We will provide the
necessary technology and
varieties for paddy planting.
We will conduct field visits to
help farmers planting paddy
on time,” said Daw Man Awe,
head of the Department of
Agriculture for Kalay Town-
ship.

The relevant township de-
partment of agriculture and
local farmers are working
together to ensure that paddy
planting is carried out without
any difficulties during the rainy
season this year.

SK
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Taze Township completes cultivation of more than 8,000 acres of
rain-fed green gram this year

TAZE July 29

A total of 8,762 acres of rain-
fed green gram has been planted
in Taze Township of Sagaing
Region this year, according to
YeU District Agriculture De-
partment.

During the 2025-2026 mon-
soon crop season, it is planned
to cultivate 17,693 acres of rain-
fed green gram in Taze Town-
ship. Cultivation began in May
this year, and as of today, 8,672
acres have already been plan-
ted.

U Zaw Myint Tun, Head of
the Ye-U District Agriculture

Department, revealed: “For
this year’s monsoon crop sea-
son, over 17,000 acres of green
gram are targeted for cultiva-
tion in Taze Township. So far,
over 8,000 acres have been
planted, and cultivation is on-
going. Efforts are being made
to meet the targeted acreage.
In terms of green gram culti-
vation, we are also providing
education on expanding cul-
tivation areas and using high-
quality and pure seeds to im-
prove yields.”

This year, the Township
Agriculture Department is

providing guidance to green
gram farmers in Taze Township
on using region-appropriate
quality seeds, ensuring proper
cultivation techniques, pre-
venting pest infestations, apply-
ing fertilizers systematically,
and improving overall crop
yield.

Ad(ditionally, during this year’s
monsoon crop season, for the
cultivation of various pulse
crops, collaborative efforts are
being made with farmers to
provide necessary support,
including the use of high-qua-
lity seeds, vital inputs, and

post-harvest technologies, all
aimed at improving yield and

crop quality.

Farmers plant more than 2,000 acres of rice bean in Wetlet Township

WETLET July 29

Local farmers have so far planted
more than 2,000 acres of rice bean in
Wetlet Township of Sagaing Region
during this monsoon, according to the
township Agriculture Department.

During the 2025-2026 monsoon crop
season, it is planned to cultivate a total
of 5,997 acres of rice bean in Wetlet

this year, and as of today, a total of 2,588
acres have already been planted.
Daw Kyin San, Head of the Wetlet
Township Agriculture Department,
commented: “For this year’s monsoon
season, more than 5,000 acres of rice
bean are targeted for cultivation in
Wetlet Township. So far; over 2,000 acres
have already been cultivated. We are

acreage. We are also providing educatio-
nal outreach to encourage expanded
cultivation and the use of high-quality,
pure seeds to improve yield.”

This year, the Township Agriculture
Department has been educating rice
bean farmers in Wetlet Township on
the use of region-appropriate and pure
seed varieties, ensuring proper cultiva-

tions, applying fertilizers systematica-
lly, and improving crop yield.
Additionally, during this year’s monsoon
crop season, in the cultivation of various
pulse crops, efforts are being carried
out in collaboration with farmers to
ensure better yield and quality. This
includes supplying high-quality seeds,
providing necessary inputs, and sharing

Township. Cultivation began in May

continuing efforts to reach the targeted

tion practices, preventing pest infesta-

post-harvest technologies.

SMK

More than 13,000 acres of sesame planted in Dabayin Township this
monsoon

Sind ! '.1_‘”' 2% m {
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DABAYIN July 29
Data of YeU District Agricul-
ture Department stated that

i
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local farmers have placed more
than 13,000 acres of croplands
under sesame in Dabayin

Township of Sagaing Region
this year.

During the 2025-2026 mon-
soon crop season, it is planned
to cultivate 28,325 acres of

rain-fed sesame in Dabayin

Township. Cultivation began
in May of this year, and as of
today, 13,463 acres have already
been planted.

U Zaw Myint Tun, the head
of the District Agriculture
Department of Ye-U District,
retold: “For this year’s monsoon
crop season, over 28,000 acres
of sesame are targeted for
cultivation in Dabayin Township.

So far, over 13,000 acres have
already been planted, and
cultivation is ongoing. Efforts
are being made to ensure the
target acreage is fully achieved.
Support is also being provided
to expand sesame cultivation,
improve yield, and encourage
the use of GAP (Good Agricul-
tural Practices) techniques.”

This year, the Township
Agriculture Department is
actively educating sesame
farmers in Dabayin Township
on expanding cultivation areas,
using systematic planting
methods, implementing GAP

techniques, planting high-quality
and pure varieties, and choo-
sing high-yield seeds.

Crops grown using the GAP
system are known to have better
quality compared to those cul-
tivated through conventional
methods. They also fetch better
prices and can be exported to
international markets in add-
ition to being sold locally. There-
fore, farmers who adopt GAP
techniques benefit more eco-
nomically, and this also contri-
butes to the improvement of
their socio-economic lives.

SMK

Summer paddy harvested in Sagaing Township this year

SAGAING July 29

Statistics of Sagaing Town-
ship Agriculture Department
stated that local farmers have
harvested all sown acreage
of summer paddy in Saga-
ing Township of Sagaing Re-
gion.

In Sagaing Township, during
this year’s summer crop season,
atotal of 4,239 acres of summer
paddy were cultivated. Har-

vesting of these paddy fields
began in May, and as of today,
100 per cent of the cultivated
area has been harvested. The
average yield achieved was
88.49 baskets per acre.

U Myo Thant Aung, Head of
the Sagaing Township Agri-
culture Department, stated:
“This year, only 4,239 acres of
summer paddy were cultiva-
ted in Sagaing Township. At

present, the entire area has
been completely harvested.
Farmers were given technical
assistance related to cultiva-
tion, awareness on pest pre-
vention, guidance to avoid crop
losses, and instructions to
ensure harvested paddy was
stored under proper shelter in
a timely manner.”

In Sagaing Township, to help
increase yield per acre and

meet target output levels,
summer paddy farmers rece-
ived high-quality seed varieties,
technical brochures, training
courses and awareness sess-
ions, and support to access the
necessary agricultural inputs
on time.

Additionally, large-scale
farmers were encouraged to
coordinate with the Agricul-
ture Department and prepare

in advance for timely cultiva-
tion of summer paddy and
other crops following the ha-
rvest of monsoon paddy and
monsoon crops. This included
adhering to pest and disease
prevention guidelines, con-
ducting soil nutrient reple-
nishment activities, and pre-
paring quality seed stocks in
advance.

SK
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Transnistria thanks Russia, calls peacekeeping mission ‘critical to stability’

TIRASPOL July 29
Transnistrian President Vadim
Krasnoselsky expressed gratitude on
Tuesday to Russia on behalf of the repu-
blic’s residents for its peacekeeping ope-
ration and advocated for its continuation.
“In today’s context, it is critically im-
portant that the ongoing peacekeeping
operation continues and its format
remains unchanged,” Krasnoselsky

said in his address, dedicated to the
anniversary of the deployment of
the Russian peacekeeping forces in
Transnistria.

The Transnistrian leader recalled
that 33 years ago, the deployment of
Russian peacekeepers stopped the
bloodshed “unleashed by the Moldovan
leadership during their armed attack on
the Transnistrian people.” Krasnoselsky

added that Tiraspol remains committed to
resolving the conflict exclusively through
peaceful means and emphasized the
need for mutual respect and constructive
cooperation with Moldova.

“Iam deeply convinced that Russia, as
the guarantor of peace on the Dnister; has
always upheld and continues to uphold
the inviolability of the previously reached
agreements underpinning the current

peacekeeping format. Transnistrians are
grateful to the Russian Federation for its
contribution to strengthening security
and stability,” Krasnoselsky said.
Russian Deputy Foreign Minister
Mikhail Galuzin also congratulated the
peacekeepers in Transnistria on the
operation’s 33" Anniversary, saying they
had laid the groundwork for a peaceful
settlement. Sputnik

Spanish military deployed as wildfires prompt evacuations, suspend trains

MADRID July 29

Spain’s Military Emergency Respo-
nse Unit (UME) has been deployed to
assist firefighters battling a rapidly
spreading wildfire in the province of
Avila, northwest of Madrid.

The blaze broke out just before mid-
night on Monday near the municipality
of Cuevas del Valle and quickly advanced
toward the nearby village of Mombeltran,
forcing the evacuation of 50 residents.
Aircraft, helicopters, and ground crews
are working to bring the flames under
control, according to the regional
government of Castilla y Leon.

This region has seen similar devasta-
tion in the past. A wildfire 16 years ago
burned 5,000 hectares and claimed
two lives.

Residents have been urged to stay
indoors and follow official instructions.
While the cause of the fire remains

4;"“ =
. aFfas.

under investigation, authorities say
strong winds fueled its rapid spread,
and early signs point to possible
arson.

\

Castilla y Leon President Alfonso
Fernandez Manueco took to social
media to thank emergency crews and
pledged to “provide all necessary

resources to extinguish the fire as soon
as possible.”

The Avila wildfire is among several
major blazes currently affecting Spain.
On Monday, a separate fire near Puerto-
llano in central Spain temporarily halted
high-speed rail service between Madrid
and Andalusia after burning roughly
180 hectares. Meanwhile, on the island
of Tenerife, about 70 residents were
evacuated from Santiago del Teide as
flames consumed 60 hectares of hill-
side.

So far this year, wildfires have scorched
approximately 37,000 hectares across
Spain, according to the European Forest
Fire Information System. A wet spring
delayed the start of fire season but left
behind dense undergrowth -- now dried
out and highly flammable amid strong
summer winds.

Xinhua

Direct flight from Pyongyang lands in Moscow after nearly 30-year hiatus

MOSCOW July 29

An aircraft from Pyongyang landed
at Moscow’s Sheremetyevo International
Airport on Tuesday, completing its first
round-trip, direct flight between the
capitals of Russia and the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) in
nearly 30 years.

The Boeing 777-200ER aircraft ope-
rated by Russia’s Nordwind Airlines
carried about 440 passengers in its full
seating capacity, mostly DPRK natio-
nals.

Direct flights between the two capi-
tals resumed on Sunday after close to
three decades. The inaugural flight
from Moscow arrived in Pyongyang on
Monday, about eight hours after its
take-off, and was greeted by a ceremo-
nial water salute at the airport, the
DPRK'’s official Korean Central News
Agency (KCNA) reported.

Addressing a welcome ceremony,
Yun Jong Ho, the DPRK Minister of
External Economic Relations, said
resuming direct flights between Pyon-

gyang and Moscow marks a rapid
development of bilateral ties, the report
said.

Traveling on board the first flight
to Pyongyang was a Russian delega-
tion headed by Minister of Natural
Resources Alexander Kozlov for talks
on bilateral cooperation, the KCNA
reported.

For the time being, the direct air
service between the two capitals is
offered once a month, the Russian
Ministry of Transport has said.

Kozlov has told Russia’s TASS news
agency that flight frequency will be
determined after an assessment of
passenger traffic.

Adirect air route is likely to be opened
between Moscow and Wonsan city on
the DPRK’s east coast in the future, he
said.

Currently, the DPRK’s flag carrier
Air Koryo operates three weekly direct
flights between Russia’s Far Eastern
city of Vladivostok and Pyongyang.

Xinhua

17 mpox cases confirmed in Mozambique as authorities raise national alert

MAPUTO July 29

Mozambique has confirmed
a localized outbreak of mpox
in the northern province of
Niassa, with 17 laboratory-
confirmed cases reported in
Lago District since July 10,
when the outbreak was offici-
ally declared.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence in Maputo, the capital of
Mozambique, on Tuesday, Na-

tional Director of Public Health
Quinhas Fernandes said all
confirmed cases are concen-
trated in Lago District.

The patients, aged between
17 and 38, are in clinically stable
condition and remain under
home isolation. None have been
discharged so far; as they have
yet to complete the mandatory
21-day isolation period, he
said.

Fernandes said seven of the
confirmed patients are female
and 10 are male. HIV testing
was conducted on 12 of the
patients, with two testing po-
sitive, resulting in coinfect-
ions.

Initial laboratory analysis
confirmed the presence of the
Clade Ib variant of mpox virus,
which is also circulating in
neighboring Tanzania.

“This finding underscores
the importance of cross-border
coordination. We have already
held meetings with health
authorities from Malawi and
Tanzania to strengthen our
joint response efforts,” Fer-
nandes told reporters. “We
continue to closely monitor the
situation and are implementing
all necessary measures to
protect public health.”

Mozambique had previously
reported only one mpox case,
in 2022, in Maputo Province.

Mpozx, also known as mon-
keypox, is a zoonotic viral di-
sease that spreads through
close contact. It typically beg-
ins with symptoms such as
fever, headache, swollen lymph
nodes, and fatigue, followed by
a skin rash.

Xinhua
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Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

and property of innocent people.

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives

Electric vs. Gas Cars: Is It Cheaper to Drive an EV?

There are plenty of climate
and air quality reasons to buy
an electric vehicle (EV), but is
it cheaper to drive? While this
is a complicated question that
has befuddled car shoppers for
years, in most cases, an EV will
indeed be cheaper in the long
run. And with automakers
slashing prices for EVs in the
past year on top of state and
utility incentives for eligible
buyers, you may even be able
to score a bargain up front.
Let’s sort out the details.

Sticker prices for electric
Vvs. gas cars

According to data from Cox
Automotive (parent company
of Kelley Blue Book), the average
price paid for anew EV continues
to fall—in September 2023, it
came down by US$-14,300 over
the prior year. This amounted
to a cost of just US$-2,800 more
than the average paid for a new
gas-powered vehicle. And with
the EV market growing rapidly,
the price margin is expected
to shrink even more in the
coming years as manufacturers
produce more affordable models
and improve battery technology,
the most expensive part of an
EV.

You can mitigate some of that
cost by making use of state
incentives, which can shave
thousands off an EV’s price
tag. And federal tax credits—
recently scrapped by Congress,
despite their popularity—remain
available through September
2025. (Those credits include up
to US$-7,500 for a new EV and
US$-4,00 for a used one, with
some limitations.) Additionally,
many states continue to offer
their own tax incentives, so
take the time to search for
what’s available for the model
you’re interested in buying,.

Once you have anidea of what
incentives you qualify for, you
should be able to better compare
car prices.

ELECTRIC VEHICLES VS GAS VEHICLES

Cost of electricity vs. gasoline

Here’s where EV owners win
out. Going electric means you
get to skip pricey trips to the
pump, which is one of the biggest
draws for making the switch.
A 2018 study by the University
of Michigan’s Transportation
Research Institute found that
the average cost to fuel an
electric car was US$-485 a year,
compared to US$-1,117 for a
gas-powered vehicle. A 2020
Consumer Reports study simi-
larly showed that EV drivers
tend to spend about 60 percent
less each year on fuel costs
compared to drivers of gas-
powered cars.

And in 2023, the nonpartisan
policy firm Energy Innovation
released a report showing that
these savings benefit drivers
across the United States: Every
EV model in every state is
cheaper to fill than a gas-powe-
red vehicle. These savings are
largely based on the fact that
current EVs are 2.6 to 4.8 times
more efficient at traveling a
mile compared to a gasoline
internal combustion engine,
according to real-world data coll-
ected by the U.S. Department
of Energy (DOE).

And importantly, electricity
prices are more stable and

predictable than gasoline prices.
For the latter, we see routine
price swings, which are heavily
influenced by global oil markets,
geopolitical conflict, extreme
weather events, and supply
chain disruptions. In contrast,
electricity is typically regulated
at the state or local level, with
pricing subject to long-term
planning and utility rate over-
sight. Many utilities also offer
time-of-use rates, allowing EV
drivers to charge during low-
cost, off-peak hours—giving
you even more control over
refueling costs.

Your actual savings will depe-
nd on a few key factors, includ-
ing how efficient your EV is,
how you charge it, and where
you live. Here’s why. To estimate
your own charging costs, multiply
an EV’s kilowatt-hour (kWh/100)
mileage rate by your electricity
rate (measured in cents per
kWh and typically found on your
monthly utility bill). This gives
your cost per 100 miles driven.
Multiply that by how much you
drive per month to estimate
the increase in your electricity
bill. After figuring in the number
of miles you typically drive in
a month, you’ll be able to see
how much your electric bill may

g0 up.

Keep in mind that public
charging stations—especially
at high-speed DC fast chargers
tend to be more expensive than
charging at home. If you rely ex-
clusively on public infrastruct-
ure, your fuel savings may
shrink to some extent.

Once you’ve accounted for
your preferred EV model, where
you charge, and how much you
drive, compare your estimated
charging costs to your current
gas spending. For many drivers,
the case for going electric will
win out.

Maintenance costs for
electric vs. gas cars

Without spark plugs toreplace
or oil to change, electric vehicles
have a clearleg up on mainten-
ance costs. EVs also have the
unique feature of “regenerative”
braking—recovering the energy
normallylost to braking—which
saves on brake pad replace-
ments. Electric cars do still re-
quire some basic maintenance,
of course, like service checks
and tire rotations. But in general,
on a per-mile basis, EV mainten-
ance and repair costs run about
40 percent lower than compa-
rable gas vehicles.

Lifetime costs for electric
Vs. gas cars
Now, to calculate that all-

important number: whether
an electric car will be cheaper
over the life of the vehicle.

You can figure out your sav-
ings estimate by adding together
the up-front costs of your specific
model (minus tax rebates) and
then ongoing costs. You'll need
to account for your model’s
efficiency, how much you plan
to drive, regional electricity
costs, charging habits, and
maintenance costs per year.
Then compare those to the
gas-powered alternative.

Note that the average amount
of time that a driver keeps a
new vehicle is seven years; this
is the metric that the authors
of a 2025 study from Atlas Public
Policy, conducted on behalf of
NRDC, used when investigating
how expenses would stack up
for owners of gas cars versus
EVs. Weighing the total cost of
ownership for five of the most
popular internal combustion
models across different vehicle
classes—a compact sedan up
to a pickup truck—and compar-
ing each to a similarly sized
electric version of the same
type, the study found that owning
an EV is cheaper in four of five
categories. (The pickup was
the single exception.)

The loss of federal tax credits,
however, will impact these
savings, as the study’s authors
note—though their calculations
find that two of the five electric
models (Chevrolet Equinox EV
and Tesla Model Y) continue
to offer higher savings than
their gasoline counterparts.

Another popular model to
consider when shopping for a
green and budget-friendly car
is a plug-in hybrid. These
vehicles operate partly on gas-
oline and partly on electricity
from the grid. A plug-in hybrid
with an all-electric range of 50
miles could enable you to drive
mainly on electricity.

NRDC
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