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Esteemed Citizens of Myanmar and the Peoples of ASEAN,

On the auspicious occasion of the 58" Anniversary of the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN), I extend my heartfelt greetings and best wishes to
all citizens of Myanmar and the peoples across ASEAN Member States, as we
commemorate the 58" anniversary of our shared journey toward peace, prosperity,
and regional unity. I wish all our peoples continued peace, development, and
prosperity in the years ahead.

Since its inception in 1967, ASEAN has remained steadfast in its mission to
promote regional peace, stability, development, and shared prosperity. With our
combined efforts, wisdom and vision of the Member States, ASEAN has grown
into a robust regional community promoting peace, stability, and prosperity.
Myanmar is proud of being an integral part of this journey and steadfast in
upholding the ASEAN Charter, recognizing its vital role in ensuring that our
collective vision for a peaceful and prosperous Southeast Asia.

ASEAN was established in 1967 by Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore,
and Thailand. Brunei Darussalam joined in 1984, followed by Vietnam in 1995,
Myanmar and Laos in 1997, and Cambodia in 1999. This remarkable journey
reflects the collective path undertaken by ASEAN member states, and we recall
with honour and record with appreciation that, through our joint efforts, we all
have driven ASEAN's growth and accomplishments across political, economic,
and socio-cultural dimensions.

As ASEAN commemorates its 58" anniversary, it has transformed Southeast
Asia from a region once marked by conflict and division into one of cooperation,
peace, and growing prosperity. Key milestones in ASEAN's history include
the establishment of the ASEAN Community in 2015, built on political-
security,economic and socio-cultural pillars in the region.ASEAN has taken a
leading role in fostering dialogue, security cooperation, and regional integration
through key forums such as ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF), East Asia Summit
(EAS), ADMM-Plus. Additionally, it is with a matter of satisfaction to note that
the implementation of the ASEAN Community Vision 2025 is in good progress.

The year 2025 marks a pivotal moment for ASEAN Community Vision 2045— a
time to review achievements, recalibrate priorities, and chart a comprehensive
strategy to achieve the goals of the ASEAN Community Vision 2045 - “Resilient,
Innovative, Dynamic, and People-Centered ASEAN”. It serves as a launchpad for
ASEAN to reaffirm its commitment to unity, sustainable development, economic
dynamism, and regional peace— ensuring that by 2045, ASEAN is a globally
respected and thriving community.

Message from Senior General Thadoe Maha Thray Sithu
Thadoe Thiri Thudhamma Min Aung Hlaing,

Chairman of the State Security and Peace Commission,the Republic
of the Union of Myanmar on the Occasion of the 58"*Anniversary of
the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(8 August 2025)

The Association must be competitive, robust, responsive, and well-connected
in the face of fast changing geo-politics and the world economic trends. With
this backdrop, it is obvious that the theme of the 2025 ASEAN Chairmanship
“Inclusivity and Sustainability”, resonates well with our shared commitment
to regional peace, security, stability, and development. In order to strengthen
ASEAN's crucial role in engineering the regional security architecture, we must
work together to consolidate ASEAN's centrality and unity.

Our unity, anchored in the ASEAN Charter — which enshrines territorial
integrity, national sovereignty, non-interference, peaceful resolution of disputes,
good governance, and multilateral cooperation— remains ASEAN’s guiding
beacon. In the face of complex regional and global challenges— geopolitical
shifts, economic disruptions, and climate-related crises— ASEAN has shown
adaptability and resilience by collectively charting pathways forward.

Today, we reaffirm our commitment to the Charter’s principles, and the
Treaty of Amity and Cooperation — the core instrument in its relations with the
Dialogue Partners. Myanmar stands firm in its commitment to ASEAN’s unity
and centrality, guided by the principles and aspirations of the ASEAN Charter.
Despite the diverse political, cultural, and economic landscapes of our Member
States, ASEAN’s strength lies in our ability to work together in unison while
respecting each nation’s sovereignty.

The principle of non-interference, as outlined in the ASEAN Charter, ensures
that we address regional challenges without external imposition, preserving
the integrity of our collective decision-making of consensus. Myanmar stands
firmly with ASEAN in rejecting any form of external interference.

Esteemed Citizens of Myanmar and the Peoples of ASEAN,

As we commemorate the 58% Anniversary of ASEAN, let us reaffirm our
commitments to the ideals of unity in diversity, collective resilience, and shared
prosperity. Let us celebrate this year’s Anniversary of ASEAN not only with
pride in our past achievements, but also with collective resolve to safeguard
peace, foster prosperity, and nurture the cultural richness of our region.

I wish all our peoples across the ASEAN Member States continued success,
peace and prosperity in the years ahead. May the enduring spirit of ASEAN
continue to live collectively in the hearts of our peoples.

Senior General Thadoe Maha Thray Sithu
Thadoe Thiri Thudhamma Min Aung Hlaing
Chairman, State Security and Peace Commission
of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar

Over 1,000 acres of green gram planted in Kyaukmyaung Sub-Township

KYAUKMYAUNG August 7

Statistics of Kyaukmyaung Sub-Tow-
nship of Shwebo Township in Sagaing
Region stated that local farmers planted
more than 1,000 acres of green gram in
monsoon this year.

During the 2025-2026 monsoon crop
season, Kyaukmyaung Sub-Township
has planned to cultivate 3,821 acres

of green gram. Starting from May this
year, cultivation began, and so far, a
total of 1,091 acres have already been
planted.

"This year, during the monsoon crop
season, over 3,000 acres of green gram
are planned to be cultivated in Kyauk-
myaung Sub-Township. As of today,
over 1,000 acres have already been

cultivated. We are working to achieve
the targeted acreage. There are aware-
ness campaigns encouraging farmers
to expand green gram cultivation and to
use quality seeds for better yields," said
Daw Khin Win, head of the Department
of Agriculture in Kyaukmyaung Sub-
Township.

This year, the sub-township’s Depart-

ment of Agriculture is providing know-
ledge and support to green gram far-
mers in Kyaukmyaung Sub-Township.
This includes promoting the use of high-
quality and region-appropriate seeds,
correct cultivation methods, pest and
disease prevention, systematic use of
fertilizers, and improving yield.

SK
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Expression of Condolence

NAY PYI TAW August 7
It is with deep sorrow that we recorded the demise of the Pro Tem President
of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar, U Myint Swe, who passed away at
No (2) Defence Services General Hospital (1,000-bed) at 8:28 am today.
National Defence and Security Council

Expression of Condolence

NAY PYI TAW August 7
Itis officially recorded with sorrow that the Pro Tem President of the Republic
of the Union of Myanmar, U Myint Swe, passed away at No (2) Defence Services
General Hospital (1,000-bed) at 8.28 am today.
State Security and Peace Commission

Expression of Condolence

NAY PYI TAW August 7

Itis hereby recorded with sorrow that the Pro Tem President of the Republic
of the Union of Myanmar, U Myint Swe, passed away at No (2) Defence Services
General Hospital (1,000-bed) at 8.28 am today.

Government of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar

Pro Tem President U Myint Swe
passes away

NAY PYI TAW August 7
The Pro Tem President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar, U Myint Swe,
passed away at No (2) Defence Services General Hospital (1,000-bed) at
8:28 am today. It has been announced that his funeral will be held with State
honours.
Information Team
National Defence and Security Council

Declaration of National Mourning
Period

NAY PYI TAW August 7

Pro Tem President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar, U Myint Swe,
passed away at No (2) Defence Services General Hospital (1,000-bed) at 8.28
am today, and his funeral will be held with State honours.

As such, it is hereby announced that the period from 7 to 11 August 2025 has
been designated as a national mourning period. During this time, guidance
has been issued to lower all national flags of the Republic of the Union of
Myanmar at half-mast.

Information Team
National Defence and Security Council

Kawlin District complete cultivation of more than 6,000 acres of
monsoon paddy this year

KAWLIN August 7

According to the statistics from the
Department of Agriculture in Kawlin
District, Sagaing Region, over 6,000
acres of monsoon paddy have already
been cultivated during this year’s
monsoon cropping season.

For the 2025-2026 monsoon season,
local authorities of Kawlin District
earmarked cultivation of 199,850 acres
of monsoon paddy. Planting began in
June this year; and as of now, cultivation
has been completed on 6,763 acres in
Kawlin Township, 124 acres in Wuntho

Township, and 30 acres in Pinlebu Town-
ship, totalling 6,917 acres.

“The cultivation target for monsoon
paddy in Kawlin District this yearis over
190,000 acres. More than 6,000 acres
have already been cultivated. We are
working to ensure the full target is met.
We will provide necessary technologies
and seed varieties. Field-level assistance
is also being provided to ensure farmers
can plant on time,” said U Win Thein,
Head of the Kawlin District Department
of Agriculture.

By township, the cultivation targets

for monsoon paddy in Kawlin District
for the 2025-2026 monsoon season are:
99,637 acres in Kawlin Township, 38,989
acres in Wuntho Township, and 61,224
acres in Pinlebu Township, making a
total of 199,850 acres.

Efforts are being made jointly by
the respective township agriculture
departments and local farmers to
ensure systematic cultivation without
any difficulties during this monsoon
season.

Farmers in Kawlin District are also
receiving technical assistance on culti-

vation methods, pest and disease pre-
vention education, crop loss prevention,
and post-harvest storage to ensure
that harvested paddy is kept safely
and on time.

Additionally, township agricultural
staff are carrying out field-level technical
support to ensure successful crop
yields. This includes using quality and
pure seed varieties, pest prevention,
proper weeding and thinning, rogueing
of off-type varieties, and systematic use
of fertilizers.

SK

Bamauk Township plans to grow more than 2,000 acres of vegetables

in monsoon

BAMAUK August 7

According to Katha District Agricul-
ture Department, local authorities ear-
marked cultivation of more than 2,000
acres of vegetables in coming monsoon
in Bamauk Township of Sagaing Region.

For the 2025-2026 monsoon crop
season, it has been planned to cultivate
2,786 acres of vegetable crops in Bamauk
Township. According to reports, the
planting of these vegetable crops will
begin in the third week of May this year.

"This year, over 2,000 acres have been
designated for vegetable cultivation
in Bamauk Township during the mon-
soon crop season. Efforts will be made
to ensure that the target acreage is fully
planted. The crops include mustard,
chili, spices, potatoes, cabbage, egg-
plant, cauliflower, Chinese cabbage,
roselle, turmeric, coriander, and others.
Farmers will be provided with the
technical knowledge to grow all these
vegetables using the GAP (Good Agri-

cultural Practices) system. They will
also be trained to minimize chemical
residues and grow crops that align with
health standards," said Daw Khin Myat
Myat Oo, Head of the Katha District
Department of Agriculture.

This year, the Township Department
of Agriculture in Bamauk will provide
technical training to vegetable farmers
on using the GAP system, and guidance
on how to produce healthy and safe
crops. They will also support farmers

in expanding their vegetable cultiva-
tion.

In Bamauk Township, various vege-
tables are grown seasonally every year.
These crops have been successful and
have contributed to household income.
The Department of Agriculture will
continue to educate farmers on proper
cultivation methods, pest prevention,
and the use of organic fertilizers, natural
pesticides, and repellents.

SK
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Putin holds talks with
UAE president in Moscow

MOSCOW August 7

UAE President, Mohamed bin Zayed
Al Nahyan, arrived in Russia for an
official visit on Thursday.

Sputnik comes to you live as Russian
President Vladimir Putin and his coun-
terpart from the UAE, Mohamed bin
Zayed Al Nahyan, hold talks in Moscow.

The Kremlin announced on Wednes-
day that the leaders intend to discuss
the current state and future prospects
of bilateral cooperation, alongside key

issues on the international agenda, at
the meeting.

Putin and Al Nahyan met less than a
year ago, in October 2024. At that time,
the UAE president first visited Moscow,
where he had an informal conversation
with Putin at Novo-Ogaryovo, followed
by official talks at the Kremlin. After
Moscow, Al Nahyan traveled to Kazan,
where he participated in the BRICS
summit.

Sputnik

Brazil’s Lula proposes BRICS leaders meeting to
respond to Trump

BRASILIA August 7

Brazil will discuss a response to
US President Donald Trump’s tariffs
with other BRICS nations, Brazilian
President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva told
Reuters in an interview published on
Wednesday.

Earlier in the day, Trump announced
that he would raise tariffs on India —
another founding BRICS nation —to 50
percent by late August. Trump already
placed 50 percent tariffs on Brazilian
goods earlier this month, in a move
that Brasilia condemned as an illegal
attempt to politically influence its inter-
nal policy.

Lula told the agency that he would
reach out to his Chinese and Indian coun-
terparts, Xi Jinping and Narendra Modi,
followed by other BRICS leaders, Reu-
ters reported.

“I’m going to try to discuss with them
about how each one is doing in this
situation, what the implications are for
each country, so we can make a decision,”
Lula said.

According to the Brazilian leader,
Trump is trying to “dismantle multila-
teralism” and promote “unilateralism,
where he negotiates one-on-one with
other countries,” allowing the US to
maintain “the advantage.”

“What bargaining power does a small
Latin American country have against
the United States? None,” Lula said.

BRICS was founded by Brazil, Russia,
India, and China in 2006, with South
Africa joining four years later. Having
expanded in membership since, the
bloc has surpassed the G7 in terms of
combined GDP.

Trump previously threatened BRICS

members with additional 10 percent
tariffs, accusing them of a concerted
effort to sabotage the dollar as the global
reserve currency. BRICS nations have
denied this, and argued that Washing-
ton’s own foreign policy undermines
the greenback.

The US president has also threatened
to impose further tariffs on Russian
trade partners — the biggest of which
are BRICS partner nations —to pressure
Moscow into accepting a ceasefire deal
in the Ukraine conflict.

Washington could also place higher
tariffs on China, currently the biggest
purchaser of Russian oil, Trump said
on Wednesday.

Both Beijing and New Delhi have vowed
to defend their sovereign interests in
the face of US tariff hikes.

RT

Volcanic eruption prompts highest aviation alert
in Russia’s Far East

VLADIVOSTOK August 7

The aviation alert code for Klyuche-
vskoy Volcano in Russia's Kamchatka
Peninsula has been raised from orange
to red following intensified eruptive

activity, local authorities said on Thurs-
day.

In a statement published on its Tele-
gram channel, the Kamchatka Volcanic
Eruption Response Team (KVERT) of

the Institute of Volcanology and Seis-
mology of the Far Eastern Branch of
the Russian Academy of Sciences said
a summit explosive-effusive eruption is
currently underway, with satellite data
showing ash rising up to 9.5 km above
sea level and ash plume drifting some
141 km east-southeast of the volcano.

KVERT warned that ash explosions
up to 10 km above sea level could occur
at any moment, which would potentially
affect international and low-flying aircraft
in the region.

Standing at about 4,754 meters, Klyu-
chevskoy is the highest active volcano
in Eurasia.

Summit eruptions have intensified
following a massive 8.8 magnitude earth-
quake off the Kamchatka Peninsula
last week.

Xinhua

Modi to visit

China amid Trump
tariff onslaught -
govt source

NEW DELHI August 7

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi
is set to travel to China in late August
and is expected to meet with Chinese
President Xi Jinping, a government
source in New Delhi has told RT.

The proposed visit to China comes
after US President Donald Trump threa-
tened to double tariffs on Indian goods
over the country’s purchases of Russian
oil. US tariffs of 25 percent on Indian
goods came into effect overnight on
Wednesday.

The Indian Express earlier reported,
citing sources, that Modi would attend
the Shanghai Cooperation Organization
(SCO) summit in Tianjin from August 31
to September 1, adding that a meeting
between the two leaders could take
place on the sidelines.

Modi last went to China in 2018, also for
the SCO summit. Since then, ties between
the two countries have deteriorated,
in part due to bloody clashes between
Indian and Chinese troops in disputed
areas of the Galwan Valley.

The report comes amid heightened
tensions between the US and India.
Earlier this week, Trump issued an
order imposing an additional 25 percent
tariff on goods from India, with the total
becoming one of America’s highest im-
port tax brackets. He slammed India
for “directly or indirectly importing Ru-
ssian Federation oil,” adding that Ru-
ssia’s actions - particularly against
Ukraine - pose “an unusual and extraor-
dinary threat” to US national security.

In response, the Indian Foreign
Ministry called the new tariffs “unfair,
unjustified and unreasonable.” Meanw-
hile, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov
responded to US threats by stressing
that “sovereign states should have, and
do have, the right to choose their own
trade partners.” RT
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Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

and property of innocent people.

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives

Why the Electric Vehicle Revolution Can Benefit Everyone

Electric vehicles (EVs) curr-
ently make up around 1 percent
of all the cars, vans, trucks,
and SUVs on the road in the
United States. But that’s about
to change. Last year, one in
seven passenger vehicles sold
around the world was electric.
Car shoppers will soon have
dozens of new electric models
to choose from as automakers
add more accessible options
to their lineups. And a wave of
states—including California,
New Jersey, and New York—
will phase out the sale of new
gas-powered vehicles by 2035.
Meanwhile, both the private
and public sectors are racing
to electrify their dirtiest diesel
fleets, from semis to delivery
trucks to city buses, in order to
meet U.S. emissions reduction
goals.

In other words: The EV re-
volution is upon us, and the
benefits could be far-reaching—
even for those of us who never
plan to get behind the wheel of
an EV. Here’s how:

Cleaner air and
better health

Did you know that gas- and
diesel-powered vehicles spew
health-harming particulate
matter into the air, causing tens
of thousands of premature
deaths in the United States each
year? EVs, by comparison, pro-
duce zero tailpipe emissions.
So the more EVs used across
personal, public, and commer-
cial transportation, the better
the outcomes for our public
health.

In California, the state with
the highest number of EVs,
residents are already starting
to benefit. In a recent study
focused on California’s EV tran-
sition, researchers found that
increased EV adoption led to
measurably improved air qu-
ality and fewer asthma-related

hospital visits. Another study
predicted that, by 2050, -EVs
would spare Angelenos alone
an estimated US$-12.6 billion
in annual related health-care
costs. This kind of impact is
particularly vital for low-income
people and people of color,
whose homes are more likely
to sit next to freight hubs and
within high-traffic corridors
because of along history of racist
policies that used highways to
segregate communities. As a
result, those communities face
compounding sources of air
pollution, which result in lung
and cardiovascular issues. Ma-
king EV adoption more affor-
dable and charging infrastru-
cture more widespread will
also be important to this shift.
New jobs and economic
growth

The EV revolution has the po-
tential to create huge economic
opportunities. Between 2020
and 2021, the number of EV
jobs grew 26.2 percent in the
United States, and a quarter
of all announced global EV
investments through 2030 are
headed for the United States.
But making the most of this
rapidly expanding market

',

)

will require investments at
the local and federal levels as
well as intentional policies and
regulations.

Thankfully, there’s a combined
US$-245 billion in federal EV
investment from the Bipartisan
Infrastructure Law and the
Inflation Reduction Act. This
funding is expected to spur
domestic production of EVs
and their batteries, as well as
the construction of the nation’s
charging network. Altogether,
this will create tens of thousands
of new high-quality autoworker,
construction, and electrician
jobs in communities across the
country. In terms of regulations,
the U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (EPA) has re-
cently proposed federal clean
car standards and clean truck
standards covering semis and
local delivery trucks. If the EPA
adopts the strongest possible
version of these standards by
the end of the year, the United
States would be on a path to
ending tailpipe pollution, secur-
ing a once-in-a-generation
opportunity to clean up our tran-
sportation system.

Lower utility costs

There’s a pretty straightfor-

ward explanation for how EVs
can lower utility costs. One
recent study looked at U.S. con-
sumers’ electric bills in the ser-
vice regions with the greatest
number of EVs on the road.
Researchers found that, bet-
ween 2012 and 2021, EV drivers
actually drove down electricity
rates for all customers. That’s
because people generally plug
in their EVs overnight, when
electricity demand (and there-
fore, pressure on the grid) is
already low. Traditionally, utility
companies would just pocket
the extra earnings from these
off-peak hours, but “revenue
decoupling” policies can redi-
rect these revenues to custo-
mers in the form of reduced
bills. While these policies are
not in place in every state, more
and more are introducing them.
This promise of cheaper ele-
ctricity is especially good news
forlow-income U.S. households,
who spend an average of 8.6
percent of theirincome on ener-
gy, nearly three times that of
higher-earning households.
Quieter roads
Chronic noise pollution has
been linked to stress, hearing
damage, sleep disturbances,

and even heart disease. And no
one needs to tell you that com-
bustion engines are notoriously
noisy, particularly in congested
cities and along highways.
But compared to combustion-
engine vehicles, EVs are nearly
silent when traveling at low
speeds. So quiet, in fact, that EV
manufacturers install external
speakers that produce noise
when traveling slowly to alert
pedestrians and others on the
road. As EV adoption picks
up, the rush hour soundscape
will likely be far quieter—and
more pleasant—than the one
we hear now.
Climate benefits

Transportation makes up the
biggest slice of U.S. greenhouse
gas emissions, which means
cleaning up the transportation
system has a direct impact on
climate. Already, driving an
EV instead of a gas-powered
vehicle in the United States
cuts your climate pollution by
about two-thirds over your car’s
life span. But the emissions
reductions from EV adoption
will only increase as a larger
percentage of our electricity is
produced by clean energy and
as battery technology improves,
moving us that much closer to
our goal of net-zero emissions
by 2050.

Curbing climate change and
ending tailpipe pollution is,
of course, good news for every-
one but especially for those in
frontline communities, who are
disproportionately affected.
The litany of disruptive, dan-
gerous, and costly climate im-
pacts—from extreme storms
to sea level rise—are already
underway and threaten to
get far worse. The EV revolu-
tion is fundamental to chart-
ing a different kind of climate
future.

Internet
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