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Pro Tem President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar U Myint Swe was born to U Kyee Maung
and Daw Kyi in Mandalay on 24 June 1951. He attended the 15" Intake of the Defence Services Academy
in 1969 and was appointed as a commissioned officer in 1973.

He served assigned duties at relevant regiments and units diligently. He concurrently served the duty
of the Commander of No 11 Light Infantry Division and the Brigadier-General General Staff from 1998 to
2001. He also discharged duties of the Commander of South-East Command and the Yangon Command
from 2001 to 2004. During the period from 2004 to 2006, he concurrently served duties of the Chief of Military
Affairs Security and the Commander of Yangon Command. He also served as the Chief of No 5 Bureau of
Special Operations of the Office of the Commander-in-Chief (Army) from 2006 to 2011.

He discharged duties of the Chief Minister of the Yangon Region Government in the first term of
Hluttaw from 2011 to 2016, the Vice-President (1) of the President Office of the Republic of the Union
of Myanmar in the second term of Hluttaw from 2016 to 2021 and the Pro Tem President from the State
of Emergency in 2021 until his passing. As he served his duties with excellent performances for the
interests of Tatmadaw, the State and the people day and night, he was deservedly awarded the General
Service Medal, the People’s Militia Combating Medal, the State Peace and Development Council medal,
the Mongyang/Methawaw medal, the Good Military Service medal, the Thingaha medal, the Thray Sithu
title, the Thadoe Thiri Thudhamma title, and the Thadoe Maha Thray Sithu title. Moreover, he diligently
chaired and co-chaired different committees formed for safeguarding and preserving nationality and

A brief biography of U Myint Swe, Pro Tem President of the
Republic of the Union of Myanmar

religion in successive governments.
At the time of his passing, he was survived by his wife Daw Khin Thet Htay, daughter Daw Khin Thet | BN

Htar Swe, and son Captain Kyaw Phone Myint (retired). It is known that the State funeral for Pro Tem

President U Myint Swe will be held on 11 August 2025.

100

More than 1,600 acres of vegetables planted in Kanbalu Township this monsoon

KANBALU August 8

Local farmers have planted
more than 1,600 acres of vege-
tables in Kanbalu Township of
Sagaing Region this year, accor-
ding to the township agriculture
department.

During the 2025-2026 mon-
soon cropping season, it is
planned to cultivate 1,963 acres
of vegetables in Kanbalu Town-
ship. The cultivation of these
vegetables began in May of this

year, and as of today, 1,678 acres
have already been planted.
“This year, during the mon-
soon cropping season, Kanbalu
Township has a plan to grow
over 1,900 acres of vegetables.
As of now, more than 1,600 acres
have already been planted. We
are continuing efforts to meet
the targeted acreage. The crops
include roselle, cauliflower,
mustard, chili, coriander; potato,
cauliflower, eggplant, and bitter

gourd. Farmers are being pro-
vided with technical assistance
to grow all vegetables using
the GAP (Good Agricultural
Practices) system. We are also
guiding them to grow these
vegetables in a way that uses
minimal chemical residues
and is health-friendly,” said
U Myo Zaw, Head of the Kan-
balu Township Agriculture Dep-
artment.

This year, in Kanbalu Town-

ship, the Township Agriculture
Department is providing tech-
nical training to vegetable far-
mers to encourage them to grow
under the GAP system. They
are also offering guidance to en-
sure the harvested vegetables
are healthy and safe for con-
sumption, and working to en-
courage farmers to expand their
vegetable cultivation.

In Kanbalu Township, a vari-
ety of vegetables are grown

seasonally every year. The
cultivated vegetables have
shown successful outcomes,
contributing to household in-
come. The Township Agricul-
ture Department continues to
raise awareness among far-
mers on proper cultivation
methods, pest prevention, the
use of organic fertilizers, natu-
ral pesticides, and pest repel-
lents.

SK

More than 10,000 acres of rain-fed paddy planted in Wakema
Township this year

WAKEMA August 8

‘A total of 11,023 acres of rain-fed
paddy was planted in Wakema
Township of Ayeyawady Region
this year,” said Daw Khin Htay
Myint, the Head of Myaungmya
District Agriculture Department.

This year, local authorities
earmarked cultivation 0f213,216
acres of rain-fed paddy in Wa-
kema Township but local far-
mers have so far planted 11,023
acres of paddy against the tar-
get cultivation. Local farmers
continue cultivation of paddy

to meet the target cultivation.

“In Wakema Township, rain-
fed paddy is planned to be
cultivated across up to 213,216
acres. So far, over 11,000 acres
have already been cultivated,
and planting continues on the
remaining acres. Even before
the actual planting begins, agri-
cultural technologies are being
implemented in advance to
support rain-fed paddy cultiva-
tion. Furthermore, relevant de-
partments are coordinating to
supply the necessary fertilizers

tofarmers to ensure good paddy
yields. Field-level technical
support is also being provided
to help farmers use fertilizers in
accordance with recommended
agricultural practices. Efforts
are also being made to ensure
both yield and quality of the
paddy,” said Daw Khin Htay
Myint.

Itis reported that in Wakema
Township, efforts are underway
to ensure all planned rain-fed
paddy areas are fully cultivated
with collaborative efforts from

local farmers, the Department
of Agriculture, the Irrigation and
Water Utilization Management
Department, the Agricultural
Mechanization Department,
the Irrigation Department, and
local administrative bodies.
This year; high-yielding paddy
varieties have been selected for
cultivation. The Department of
Agriculture is supporting the
use of fertilizers and modern
farming techniques. Varieties
such as "Hsinthukha" and
"Theehtetyin" are being grown.

According to farmer U Kyaw
Swe from Wakema Township,
the weather has also been
favourable this monsoon season,
allowing smooth cultivation
without major difficulties.
Local farmers will grow paddy
strains such as Hsinthukha,
Manaw Thukha, GW11, GW1
Pawsan, Hnanka, Pakhan and
others in Wakema Township
to meet the target cultivation
of 213,216 acres. These paddy
varieties are suitable for the
regions. SMK
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Farmers plant more than 2,000 acres of rice bean in Wetlet Township

WETLET August 8

Local farmers have so far
planted more than 2,000 acres
of rice bean in Wetlet Township
of Sagaing Region during this
monsoon, according to the
township Agriculture Depart-
ment.

During the 2025-2026 mon-
soon crop season, it is planned
to cultivate a total of 5,997 acres

ofrice bean in Wetlet Township.
Cultivation began in May this
year, and as of today, a total of
2,588 acres have already been
planted.

Daw Kyin San, Head of the
Wetlet Township Agriculture
Department, commented: “For
this year’s monsoon season,
more than 5,000 acres of rice
bean are targeted for cultivation

in Wetlet Township. So far, over
2,000 acres have already been
cultivated. We are continuing
efforts to reach the targeted
acreage. We are also provid-
ing educational outreach to
encourage expanded -culti-
vation and the use of high-
quality, pure seeds to improve
yield.”

This year, the township

agriculture department has
been educating rice bean far-
mers in Wetlet Township on
the use of region-appropriate
and pure seed varieties, ensur-
ing proper cultivation prac-
tices, preventing pest infesta-
tions, applying fertilizers syste-
matically, and improving crop
yield.

Additionally, during this year's

monsoon crop season, in the
cultivation of various pulse
crops, efforts are being carried
out in collaboration with far-
mers to ensure better yield
and quality. This includes sup-
plying high-quality seeds, pro-
viding necessary inputs, and
sharing post-harvest techno-
logies.

SMK

Data of YeU District Agricul-
ture Department stated that

than 13,000 acres of croplands
under sesame in Dabayin

Township of Sagaing Region
this year.

During the 2025-2026 mon-
soon crop season, it is planned
to cultivate 28,325 acres of
rain-fed sesame in Dabayin
Township. Cultivation began
in May of this year, and as of
today, 13,463 acres have already
been planted.

U Zaw Myint Tun, the head
of the District Agriculture De-
partment of Ye-U District, re-
told: “For this year’s monsoon
crop season, over 28,000 acres
of sesame are targeted for cul-
tivation in Dabayin Township.

So far, over 13,000 acres have
already been planted, and
cultivation is ongoing. Efforts
are being made to ensure the
target acreage is fully achieved.
Support is also being provided
to expand sesame cultivation,
improve yield, and encourage
the use of GAP (Good Agricul-
tural Practices) techniques.”
This year, the Township Agri-
culture Department is acti-
vely educating sesame farmers
in Dabayin Township on expan-
ding cultivation areas, using
systematic planting methods,
implementing GAP techniques,

planting high-quality and pure
varieties, and choosing high-
yield seeds.

Crops grown using the GAP
system are known to have bet-
ter quality compared to those
cultivated through conventional
methods. They also fetch better
prices and can be exported to
international markets in addi-
tion to being sold locally. There-
fore, farmers who adopt GAP
techniques benefit more econo-
mically, and this also contributes
to the improvement of their
socio-economic lives.

SMK

Taze Township completes cultivation of more than 8,000 acres of
rain-fed green gram this year

TAZE August 8

Atotal of 8,762 acres of rain-fed
green gram has been planted
in Taze Township of Sagaing
Region this year, according
to Ye-U District Agriculture
Department.

During the 2025-2026 mon-
soon crop season, it is planned
to cultivate 17,693 acres of
rain-fed green gram in Taze
Township. Cultivation began in
May this year, and as of today,
8,672 acres have already been
planted.

U Zaw Myint Tun, Head of
the Ye-U District Agriculture

Department, revealed: “For this
year’s monsoon crop season,
over 17,000 acres of green gram
are targeted for cultivation in
Taze Township. So far, over
8,000 acres have been plan-
ted, and cultivation is ongoing.
Efforts are being made to
meet the targeted acreage. In
terms of green gram cultiva-
tion, we are also providing edu-
cation on expanding cultiva-
tion areas and using high-qua-
lity and pure seeds to improve
yields.”

This year, the Township Agri-
culture Department is provid-

ing guidance to green gram
farmers in Taze Township on
using region-appropriate qua-
lity seeds, ensuring proper cul-
tivation techniques, prevent-
ing pest infestations, apply-
ing fertilizers systematically,
and improving overall crop
yield.

Additionally, during this
year’s monsoon crop season,
for the cultivation of various
pulse crops, collaborative eff-
orts are being made with far-
mers to provide necessary
support, including the use of
high-quality seeds, vital in-

logies, all aimed at improving

puts, and post-harvest techno-

yield and crop quality.

Summer paddy harvested in Sagaing Township this year

SAGAING August 8

Statistics of Sagaing Township
Agriculture Department stated
that local farmers have harves-
ted all sown acreage of summer
paddy in Sagaing Township of
Sagaing Region.

In Sagaing Township, during
this year’s summer crop season,
atotal 0f 4,239 acres of summer
paddy were cultivated. Harvest-

ing of these paddy fields began
in May, and as of today, 100 per
cent of the cultivated area has
been harvested. The average
yield achieved was 88.49 baskets
per acre.

U Myo Thant Aung, Head of
the Sagaing Township Agricul-
ture Department, stated: “This
year; only 4,239 acres of summer
paddy were cultivated in Saga-

ing Township. At present, the
entire area has been completely
harvested. Farmers were given
technical assistance related to
cultivation, awareness on pest
prevention, guidance to avoid
crop losses, and instructions to
ensure harvested paddy was
stored under proper shelter
in a timely manner.”

In Sagaing Township, to help

increaseyield per acre and meet
target output levels, summer
paddy farmers received high-
quality seed varieties, technical
brochures, training courses
and awareness sessions, and
support to access the necessary
agricultural inputs on time.
Additionally, large-scale far-
mers were encouraged to coor-
dinate with the Agriculture

Department and prepare in
advance for timely cultivation
of summer paddy and other
crops following the harvest of
monsoon paddy and monsoon
crops. This included adhering
to pest and disease prevention
guidelines, conducting soil nut-
rient replenishment activities,
and preparing quality seed
stocks in advance. SK
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Xi expresses support for long-term settlement in Ul

‘

MOSCOW August 8

Russian President Vladimir
Putin told Chinese President Xi
Jinping in a telephone conversa-
tion about his meeting with US
Special Envoy Steve Witkoff, the
Kremlin said on Friday.

"In the spirit of comprehen-
sive partnership and strategic
cooperation between the two
countries, the Russian President

,j told the Chinese President

about the main results of his
conversation on August 6, with
US Special Envoy of Steve
Witkoff," the statement said.

In turn, Xi thanked Putin for
sharing the information about
his meeting with Witkoff and
expressed support for a long-
term settlement in Ukraine,
the Kremlin added.

"The heads of state also dis-
cussed some topical issues on

9-8-2025 | @6&

craine - Kremlin

the bilateral and international
agenda, including in the context
of preparations for Vladimir
Putin's upcoming visit to China
to attend the Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organization summit and
celebrations marking the 80%
Anniversary of the Victory over
militaristic Japan and the end
of World War II," the statement
read.

Sputnik

Indian Prime
Minister thanks
Putin for
sharing latest
Ukraine
developments
during

phone call

NEWDELHI August 8

Indian Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi stated that he had
aphone conversation with Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin,
during which he expressed his
gratitude for Putin sharing the
latest developments regarding
Ukraine.

"Had a very good and detailed
conversation with my friend
President Putin. I thanked him
for sharing the latest develop-
ments on Ukraine. We also
reviewed the progress in our
bilateral agenda, and reaffirmed
our commitment to further dee-
pen the India-Russia Special and
Privileged Strategic Partner-
ship. I look forward to hosting
President Putin in India later
this year," Modi said on X.

Narendra Modi visited Mos-
cow in July 2024, during which
the XXII annual Russia-India
summit took place. Following the
summit, Modi invited Russian
President Vladimir Putin to
visit India.

Sputnik

Fast-moving wildfire forces evacuations in Southern

California

LOS ANGELES August 8

Evacuations were ordered on
Thursday for communities near
afast-moving wildfire in a can-
yon area in Southern California
amid a major heat wave.

The wildfire, dubbed the Ca-
nyon fire, broke out around
1:25 p.m. local time (2025 GMT)
near Piru, a small historic town
located in eastern Ventura Coun-
ty and around 77 km northwest
of Los Angeles. The blaze grew
rapidly to over 1,000 acres (aro-
und 4.05 square km) in hours
with no containment, according
to the California Department
of Forestry and Fire Protection
(Cal Fire).

Local officials issued multiple
evacuation orders and warnings
for some communities near the
fire in Ventura and Los Angeles
counties.

"Immediate threat to life. This
isalawful order to LEAVE NOW.
The area is lawfully closed to
public access," said Cal Fire in
its evacuation orders.

"The Canyon Fire is spread-
ing fast under extreme heat
and dry conditions near Ven-
tura-LA County line," said Los
Angeles County Supervisor
Kathryn Barger in a post on
X, urging residents in the area
to "take evacuation orders
seriously -- when first respon-

ders say GO leave immedia-
tely."

The temperature in the area
reached 37.8 degrees Celsius on

|

Thursday, with 15-17 percent

humidity, according to the U.S.

National Weather Service.
Xinhua

Lula and Modi push back against US tariffs

BRASILIA August 8

The leaders of Brazil and
India have reaffirmed their
support for multilateralism
and fair trade in response to
sweeping US tariffs, according
to a statement by the Brazilian
government.

Brazilian President Luiz
Inacio Lula da Silva held a one-
hour phone call with Indian
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Thursday to discuss the
global economic outlook and
rising trade tensions.

Both leaders reaffirmed
the importance of “defending
multilateralism and the need
to confront current global cha-

llenges,” while exploring dee-
per integration between the
two nations, the statement said.

The talks came after US Pre-
sident Donald Trump imposed
a50percent tariff on Brazilian
goods on July 30, citing the
prosecution of former Brazilian
President Jair Bolsonaro, who
is facing trial for allegedly
plotting a coup following his 2022
election defeat. Trump accused
Brasilia of political persecution
and called the BRICS nation a
threat to US national security.
Brazil condemned the move as
an illegal attempt to interfere
in its internal affairs. China
backed Brazil, denouncing what

it called “bullying” by the US.

On Wednesday, Trump anno-
unced a 50 percent tariff on
Indian imports effective late
August, citing the country’s oil
trade with Russia. New Delhi
slammed the move as “unfair,
unjustified and unreasonable,”
and vowed to defend its national
interests.

Trump has repeatedly accused
BRICS members of trying to
undermine the US dollar and
has threatened additional 10
percent tariffs. The economic
group has rejected the claim
and argued that Washington’s
own foreign policy undermines
the greenback.

BRICS, which was formed
by Brazil, Russia, India, and
China in 2006, with South Africa
joining four years later, has since
expanded and now surpasses
the G7 in combined GDP.

Trump has also threatened
broader tariffs on Russia’s trade
partners to pressure Moscow
into accepting a ceasefire in
the Ukraine conflict. Moscow
has rebuffed the threats, saying
that sovereign nations are
free to choose their own trade
partners. Lula told Reuters this
week that he plans to propose a
BRICS summit to coordinate a
joint response to Washington’s
trade pressure. RT

Wildfire breaks out southeast of Athens with strong winds

ATHENS August 8

Alarge wildfire broke out Fri-
day afternoon in Keratea, about
35 kilometers southeast of cen-
tral Athens, forcing evacuations
and triggering an emergency

response.

The fire began in the Manoutso
area, rapidly spreading through
residential and forested areas,
including dry grasslands and
farmland, according to Greece's

national broadcaster ERT.
The fire front has extended
over seven kilometers, damag-
ing several houses and cutting
off some roads, ERT said.
Strong winds at seven to eight

on the Beaufort scale, with gusts
up to nine, along with thick
smoke, have hampered firefight-
ing efforts, complicating aerial
and ground operations.
Authorities have issued multi-

ple emergency alerts urging
residents to evacuate. The Hel-
lenic Police said at least 10
elderly residents have been
safely evacuated.

Xinhua
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Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

and property of innocent people.

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives

Scientists discover remarkable health impact of a daily ‘fast walk’

Hitting 10,000 steps a day is
a goal for millions of us — but
we should be focusing on the
pace not the paces, according
to a study.

Research suggests that going
on a daily brisk 15-minute walk
could boost heart health and
reduce risk of death by 19 per
cent.

USresearchers, who studied
more than 79,850 adults from
low-income areas, found that
a short brisk walk was more
beneficial than walking at a
slower pace for three hours,

even when overall leisure-time
physical activity levels were
accounted for.

Experts argued that the
findings show that walking,
particularly at a brisk pace, is
an effective form of exercise
— especially for those in low
income areas — that could
protect against heart disease.

It comes as alarming data
released last year revealed
that premature deaths from
cardiovascular problems, such
as heart attacks and strokes,
had hit their highest level in
more than a decade.

In the UK, around 420 people
of working age die of as a result
of heart disease each week,
which works out as 21,975
people a year.

In the study, which analysed
data from the Southern Com-
munity Cohort Study between
2002 and 2009, participants
reported how many minutes
they spent per day engaging
in walking slowly and walking
fast.

Walking at work, engaging in
light exercise or walking the
dog were classed as 'walking

slowly', whereas more dynamic
activities such as climbing the
stairs, brisk walking and ex-
ercise were considered fast.

Over a follow-up of just under
17 years, the researchers dis-
covered that walking fast for
as little as 15 minutes per day
reduced the risk of all cause
mortality by nearly 20 percent.

Writing in the American
Journal of Preventive Medi-
cine, they found the effect was
most pronounced for cardio-
vascular disease.

According to Professor Wei
Zeng, lead investigator and

expert in lifestyle factors and
diseases, fast walking could
reduce cardiovascular morta-
lity by improving how efficiently
the heart works and reducing
obesity.

This style of exercise has pre-
viously been shown to increase
VO02-max — a measure of how
much oxygen the body can
process during exercise.

Ahigh VO2 max is associated
with better physical fitness and
lower risk of cardiovascular
disease, indicating that the body
is efficiently extracting and

: !"r l‘-_‘ - "JW

using oxygen from the blood.

Professor Zeng concluded:
'Brisk walking offers a conven-
ient, accessible and low-impact
activity that individuals of all
ages and fitness levels can use
to improve general health and
cardiovascular health specifi-
cally.'

The experts, lead by Profes-
sor Lili Liu, lead author and
trainee epidemiologist, are
now urging health officials to
encourage fast walking within
all communities — especially
those with limited access to
healthcare — and address
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barriers to daily walking such
as safety concerns.

They added: 'Public health
campaigns and community-
based programmes can em-
phasise the importance and
availability of fast walking to
improve health outcomes.

'Individuals should strive to
incorporate more intense physi-
cal activity into their routines,
such as brisk walking or other
forms of aerobic exercise.'

The scientists, however, ack-
nowledged that because physi-
cal activity data was only collec-
ted at the beginning of the study,
changes in activity levels could
not be considered.

The paper also had some
limitations, they said, including
the fact daily walking levels
were self-reported.

Sedentary lifestyles in the
UK, with Brits spending their
workhours deskbound, then
sitting in a train or car on their
way home to sit down in front of
the TV, have been estimated to
kill thousands each year.

The WHO puts the annual

global death toll from physical
inactivity at around two million
per year, making it in the runn-
ing to be among the top ten
leading causes of global death
and disability.

Physical inactivity has been
long linked to health problems
like cardiovascular disease
as well contributing to health
problems like obesity, itself
lin-ked to an increased risk of
type 2 diabetes and some can-
cers.

Cases of heart attacks, heart
failure and strokes among the
under-75s had tumbled since
the 1960s thanks to plummeting
smoking rates, advanced sur-
gical techniques and break-
throughs such as stents and
statins.

But now, other factors such
as slow ambulance response
times for category 2 calls in
England — which includes
suspected heart attacks and
strokes —as well as long waits
for tests and treatment have
also been blamed.
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MYANMAR - VIETNAM FRIENDSHIP ASSOCIATION

Ha Noi, August 7", 2025
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The Chairman and members ol the Vietnam — Myanmar Friendship

Association are deeply sorry to hear about the passing of [ormer Vice President

and Acting President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar U Myint Swe and

BaR:0d:4p5:6(0308:0005(g§[5¢:

would like to express our deepest sympathy to the members of Myanmar — . o e oc
@@Gwocgwgm@.?eo%c

o < Q
CcOO2l Q020020 Q0O0

[
Lo

Victnam Friendship Association. °[§9G98:D£ JoJ3
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His Excellency U Myint Swe was a talented military leader and statesman R
who supported bilateral relations between Vietnam and Myanmar under his §03036\3$03086@952
administration at every level. ®

We respectfully pay our sincere condolences to the bercaved family and the

people of Myanmar during this difficult time.
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