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Farmers plant more than 11,000 acres of pigeon peas in Monywa Township

MONYWA August 16

Local farmers have grown 11,593
acres of pigeon peas as monsoon crops
in Monywa Township of Sagaing Region
this year, according to the township
agriculture department.

In 2025-2026 monsoon crop cultivation
season, local authorities earmarked
cultivation of 12,355 acres of pigeon

peas in Monywa Township but farmers
have so far planted 11,593 acres of crops
against the target cultivation.

U Soe Thet Aung, the Head of Monywa
Township Agriculture Department,
commented: “This year, local authorities
set a plan to grow more than 12,000 acres
of pigeon pea in Monywa Township.
But, local farmers planted more than

11,000 acres of crops. Our department
helps local farmers meet the target
cultivation. Farmers grow pigeon peas
as well as other crops as mix-crops and
double crops.”

Staff members of the township dep-
artment make field trips to the pigeon
pea plantations for providing assistance
to local farmers in selecting quality

seeds, applying agricultural techniques
and preventing pests in order to boost
per-acre yield of crops.

Officials of the Monywa Township
Agriculture Department disseminate
techniques of making natural fertilizers
and pests to reduce their costs for
agricultural tasks.

SK

Farmers harvest 100 percent
of pre-monsoon green gram in

Myalfng Townshlp

? fJ"

MYAUNG August 16

Sagaing District Agriculture Depart-
ment stated that local farmers have
so far harvested all sown acreage of
pre-monsoon green gram plantations
in Myaung Township of Sagaing Region.
They harvested 2,815 acres of pre-mon-
soon green gram which yielded 19.79
baskets per acre.

Daw Thida Lwin, Head of Sagaing
District Agriculture Department, dis-
closed: “This year, a total of 2,815 acres
of green gram was cultivated during
the pre-monsoon season in Myaung
Township. Currently, harvesting has
been fully completed across all cultiva-
ted acres. Regarding green gram cul-
tivation, educational awareness has

been provided on expanding cultivation
areas and using quality seeds to ensure
good yields.”

In Myaung Township, the Township
Department of Agriculture has provided
awareness and guidance to green gram
farmers on using high-quality and pure
seeds suited to the local area, adopting
proper cultivation methods, preventing
pest infestations, using fertilizers sys-
tematically, and improving crop yields.

Itis also learned that during this year’s
monsoon crop season, collaboration with
farmers has taken place to implement
the use of quality seeds, inputs, and
post-harvest techniques necessary
for improving both yield and quality in
various pulse crops. SK

Larger volume of green clams
sent to Yangon market

LABUTTA August 16

“Local fishermen and businesspersons
from Labutta Township of Ayeyawady
Region supplied larger volume of green
clams to Yangon market,” said Daw
Moe Myint, the owner of fishery product
trading in Labutta Township.

They sent naturally captured green
clams to Yangon market.They sold 83,000
viss of green clams to Yangon market
due to high demand from Yangon market.

“We are currently purchasing locally
harvested green clams in bulk. These
are being bought for the domestic mar-
ket,” said Daw Moe Myint. “In the past
month, clam trading has been doing
well. Compared to previous months,
we've been able to export and sell larger

quantities. Fishermen from Labutta
Township collect not only fish, prawns,
and crabs but also green clams directly
from nature. The locally sourced green
clams from Labutta are primarily
transported and sold to the Yangon
market. Because of this increase in
trading activity, which is higher than
usual, job opportunities for fishermen
and traders have also improved.”

In Labutta Township, seafood traders
purchase various kinds of fish, prawns,
crabs, and green clams from local
fishermen. These are then systematically
cleaned, processed, and packaged
before being shipped to Yangon for sale.
From Yangon, the products are further
distributed to other regions. SK

Over 9,000 acres of summer paddy harvested in Kanbalu Township

KANBALU August 16

According to Kanbalu Township
Agriculture Department, local farmers
have harvested 9,215 acres of summer
paddy in Kanbalu Township of Sagaing
Region.

They planted 22,654 acres of summer
paddy in Kanbalu Township, 9,215 acres

of which has been harvested so far. It
yielded 83.84 baskets per acre.

U Myo Zaw, the Head of Kanbalu
Township Agriculture Department,
revealed: “A total of 22,654 acres of
summer paddy has been planted in the
township this year. Now, farmers are
harvesting paddy plantations. So far,

they have reaped over 9,000 acres of
crops. They cultivated summer paddy
exceeding the target cultivation. Our
department helped local farmers manage
agricultural techniques, prevention of
pests, minimizing loss and waste of
crops and keeping harvested crops
under shelters in time.”

This year, agricultural staff participated
in distribution of quality strains of seeds,
agricultural techniques and agricultural
inputs to farmers.

The department urged local farmers to
follow directives on prevention of pests,
process of fulfillment of soil nutrition
and collection of quality seeds to grow
summer paddy and other crops on
time. SMK
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Maubin Township sells a large volume of tender areca nuts
to Yangon market N

MAUBIN August 16

“Local horticultural farmers
and businesspersons from Mau-
bin Township of Ayeyawady Regi-
on dispatched a large volume
of tender areca nut to Yangon
market,” said Daw Kyi San, the
owner of areca nut trading depot
in Maubin Township.

Over 80,000 viss of grated are-
canuts from Maubin Township
were exported and sold to the
Yangon market. The rise in

sales of grated areca nuts is
attributed to strong domestic
demand.

‘A large volume of grated are-
ca nuts was sold from Maubin
Township to the Yangon market.
Because of increasing orders,
we had to send even more to
Yangon. Currently, the price of
one viss of grated areca nut has
reached up to Ks-11,500. With
trading activity going strong,
those engaged in areca nut

farming are operating their
businesses smoothly,” said
Daw Kyi San.

Traders go directly to areca
nut plantations in Maubin Town-
ship to purchase the grated nuts,
which are then carefully selec-
ted, packaged, and transported
for sale in the Yangon market.
From Yangon, they are also ex-
ported to foreign markets. In
the past, only green and dried
areca nut markets existed.

But now, there is actlve trade
in grated areca nuts, which no

longer need to be stored until
fully ripe before being sold. SMK

More than 1,000 acres of kitchen crops planted in Naga region

NAGA August 16

Local farmers planted 1,521
acres of kitchen crops as mon-
soon crops in Naga Self-Admini-
stered Zone in Sagaing Region,
according to the statistics of
Sagaing Region Agriculture
Department.

Local authorities earmarked
1,556 acres of kitchen crops in
Naga Self-Administered Zone in
2025-25 monsoon crop cultiva-
tion season but local farmers
planted 1,521 acres of crops
starting from June this year.

“This year, during the mon-
soon crop season, a total of 1,556

acres have been targeted for
the cultivation of kitchen crops
in the Naga Self-Administered
Zone. As of today, 1,521 acres
have already been cultivated,
and planting is still ongoing.
Efforts are being made toreach
the full target acreage,” said
Dr Tin Mar Mar Oo, Deputy
Director of the Sagaing Region
Department of Agriculture.
In the Naga Self-Administered
Zone, Lahe Township planted
89 acres of chilli and 231 acres
of potato, Summara seven
acres of chilli and 106 acres
of potato, Lahe Township 150

acres of chilli and 40 acres of
potato, Thangpakhwe 30 acres
of chilli and nine acres of potato,
Nanyun Township: 155 acres of
chilli, 115 acres of onion, 45 acres
of potato, Donhee 182 acres of
chilli, 93 acres of onion and 19
acres of potato and Pansaw:
87 acres of chilli, 142 acres of
onion and 21 acres of potato.

This brings the total cultivated
area to 1,521 acres.

For the 2025-2026 monsoon
crop season, with regard to
the planned acreage in the
Naga Self-Administered Zone,
Leshi Township earmarked 148

acres of chilli and 95 acres of
potato, Summara five acres of
chilli and 150 acres of potato,
Lahe Township 143 acres of
chilli and 50 acres of potato,
Thangpakhwe 28 acres of chilli
and 15 acres of potato, Nanyun
Township 171 acres of chilli, 125
acres of onion and 60 acres of
potato, Donhee 172 acres of
chilli, 100 acres of onion and 40
acres of potato and Pansawng
89 acres of chilli, 125 acres of
onion and 40 acres of potato,
totalling 1,556.

Inthe Naga Self-Administered
Zone, efforts are being made to

support onion farmers by con-
necting them to better markets,
providing storage technology to
extend shelflife, and encourag-
ing GAP (Good Agricultural
Practices) methods to ensure
higher-quality onions.
Additionally, chili farmers are
being provided with technical
assistance to improve yields
and gain market access. They
also receive guidance on pest
control and improving soil ferti-
lity through agricultural best
practices, supported by officials
from township and district-level
agriculture departments. SK

Ayadaw Township cultivates more than 14,000 acres of groundnut in monsoon

AYADAW August 16
Monywa District Agriculture

Department stated that local
farmers from Ayadaw Town-

ship of Sagaing Region have
planted more than 14,000 acres
of groundnut this monsoon.
For the 2025-2026 monsoon
crop season, Ayadaw Township
has set a target of cultivating
16,980 acres of groundnut. Plant-
ing began in May of this year,
and as of today, 14,852 acres
have already been cultivated.
“This year, during the mon-
soon season, we’ve planned to
cultivate over 16,000 acres of
groundnut in Ayadaw Town-
ship. As of now, over 14,000 acres

have already been planted, and
cultivation is still ongoing to
meet the target. Groundnut,
as an oil crop, is performing
well. Groundnut cultivation
has seen steady improvement
year over year,” said Daw
San San Myint, Head of the
Monywa District Department
of Agriculture.

In Ayadaw Township, it is
reported that groundnut culti-
vation requires about 1.5 bas-
kets of seeds per acre, with total
production costs—including

seed, labor, fertilizer, and pes-
ticides—exceeding Ks-200,000
per acre. Farmers typically
harvest over 50 baskets per
acre.

To ensure success in ground-
nut cultivation this year, staff
from the Township Department
of Agriculture have been inspec-
ting the fields, keeping records,
and providing support to help
farmers prevent pest and dis-
ease outbreaks and maintain
weed-free fields.

SK

Over 7,000 acres of green gram harvested in ChaungU
Township this monsoon

CHAUNGU August 16

Statistics of ChaungU Town-
ship Agriculture Department
stated that local farmers
have harvested 7,725 acres
of green gram in ChaungU
Township of Sagaing Region
this year.

In ChaungU Township, a total

of 8,823 acres of pre-monsoon
green gram were cultivated
during this year’s pre-monsoon
season. Harvesting of these
green gram fields began in June
and, as of today, 7,725 acres
have been harvested, yielding
an average of 15.79 baskets per
acre.

“This year, ChaungU Town-
ship saw green gram cultiva-
tion across 8,823 acres in the
pre-monsoon season. As of
now, 7,725 acres have already
been harvested. We’ve provi-
ded education and guidance
on expanding cultivation, and
emphasized the use of quality

and pure seeds to improve
yield,” said U Tint Swe, head of
the Township Department of
Agriculture in ChaungU.

The Department of Agri-
culture has been supporting
green gram farmers by pro-
moting the use of high-quality,
region-appropriate, and pure

seeds, proper planting tech-
niques, pest control methods,
and systematic use of fertili-
zers to help improve producti-
vity. During this year's monsoon
crop season, farmers have been
guided and supported through
the provision of quality seeds,
inputs, and post-harvest tech-
nologies to ensure better yield
and quality in various types of
pulses.

SMK
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Visit to Alaska was timely and very useful - Putin
- -

MOSCOW August 16

Russian President Vladimir
Putin on Saturday described
his trip to Alaska to meet with
US President Donald Trump as
"timely and very useful."

"I want to immediately note
that the visit was timely and
very useful," Putin said during
ameeting following the Russia-
US summit.

Eliminating the root causes of
the crisis in Ukraine should be
the foundation of its resolution,
Vladimir Putin said.

"Eliminating these root cau-
ses should be the basis for the
resolution," said the president
during a meeting following the
Russia-US summit.

Putin mentioned that during
his talks with US President
Donald Trump in Alaska, they
discussed a possible resolution
to the Ukrainian crisis based
on fairness. He noted that the
summit provided an opportunity
to calmly and thoroughly pre-
sent Russia's position.

"We haven’t had direct nego-
tiations of this kind at this level
for along time. I repeat, it was
an opportunity to calmly and
thoroughly outline our position
once again," Putin said during
the meeting.

The conversation in Alaska
brings us closer to the necess-
ary solutions, Putin added. He
described his discussion with
US President Donald Trump
at the Alaska meeting as frank.

“The conversation was very
open and substantive, and in
my opinion, it brings us closer
to the necessary decisions,”
Putin said.

Russia would like to resolve
all issues concerning Ukraine
through peaceful means, Presi-
dent Putin stated. He also men-
tioned that he would provide
detailed information about the
conversation with President
Trump during the meeting
following the negotiations.

“We discussed practically
all areas of interaction with

US President Donald Trump,”
Putin said. “I will now give you
adetailed account of the entire
conversation, and if there are
any questions, I will gladly
answer them,” he added.

Russia respects the US admi-
nistration’s position on the
urgent need to end hostilities
in Ukraine, Putin stated on
Saturday.

“Of course, we respect the
position of the US administra-
tion, which sees the need for
animmediate cessation of hos-
tilities. And we also want this,
we would like to move towards
resolving all issues through
peaceful means,” he concluded
during the meeting.

On Friday, Putin and Trump
met in Anchorage, Alaska for a

17-8-2025 | @6&

three-on-three format talks that
lasted 2 hours and 45 minutes.
In addition to the presidents,
Russia was represented by
Foreign Minister Sergey Lav-
rov and presidential aide Yury
Ushakov, and the United States
by Secretary of State Marco
Rubio and Special Envoy Steve
Witkoff.

Sputnik

307 kllled as torrentlal rains wreak havoc in NW Pakistan

ISLAMABAD August 16
Atotal of 307 people were killed
and scores of others injured in
rain-related accidents in Paki-
stan's northwest Khyber Pak-
htunkhwa (KP) province during
the last 48 hours, the National
Disaster Management Autho-
rity NDMA) said on Saturday.
About 90.6 percent of the fata-
lities were caused by flash floods,
while 6.4 percent resulted from
roof collapse accidents, the ND-
MA said in a statement.
According to rescue organi-
zations, torrential rains, flash
floods, and lightning strikes

have wreaked havoc in 11 dis-
tricts of the province, leaving
some missing and resulting in
widespread destruction.

Widespread destruction has
been reported, with dozens of
people trapped under debris
and many others swept away
by floods. Rescue teams were
working to recover the injured
and retrieve bodies from the
rubble, and the situation in
the area remained urgent,
Bilal Faizi, spokesperson for
the State-run Rescue 1122 KP,
told Xinhua.

According to the NDMA, 634

people were killed and 768
others injured in rain-related
accidents across Pakistan since
the inception of the monsoon
season on June 26.

The NDMA said Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa was the worst-
hit, with 378 deaths, followed
by 164 deaths in the eastern
Punjab. In the southern Sindh
and northern Gilgit-Baltistan,
28 and 24 people lost their lives,
respectively, while the remain-
ing 40 fatalities were reported
from other provinces and Isla-
mabad.

Xinhua

Iran’s President to visit Armenia, Belarus

TEHRAN August 16
Iran's President Masoud Peze-
shkian is scheduled to depart on
Monday evening for a two-day
tour to Armenia and Belarus.
The announcement was made
by Mehdi Sanaei, political advi-

sor to Iran's President, in a post
on the social media platform X.

Sanaei said improving bilate-
ral relations with Armenia and
Belarus, especially in the trade
area, and signing cooperation
documents would be on the

president's agenda during the
visits, adding that the trips had
been scheduled for late June
but were postponed.
Pezeshkian's visit to Armenia
is expected to take place as
Armenia and Azerbaijan, which

had been at loggerheads over
the mountainous Nagorno-Kara-
bakh region since 1988, signed
on August 8 apeace agreement
in Washington.

Included in the peace agree-
ment is a deal to create a tran-
sit corridor across southern
Armenia, with the project's ex-

clusive development rights
granted to the United States.
Iran has repeatedly voiced
opposition to the transregional
players' presence in the region
and warned against any chan-
ges to the region's geopolitics
and historical borders.
Xinhua

23 dead, 21 injured following heavy rains in Niger

NIAMEY August 16

Up to 23 people were killed
and 21 others injured in the
torrential rains across Niger
this year, the commander of the

national fire brigade group said
at apress briefing on Thursday.

The rains also caused the
collapse of 3,615 houses and
displaced 5,855 households --

affecting a total of 42,559 people,
Lieutenant-Colonel Ali Abdoul
Azize added.

He reminded people to avoid
crossing waterways during or

after rainfall, blocking drainage
passages, staying in potentially
dangerous areas and occupying
makeshift shelters.

In 2024, heavy rains in Niger

resulted in 396 deaths, displaced
206,474 households -- affecting
1,526,653 people - and destroyed
158,767 houses.

Xinhua
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Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive
activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.
3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives
and property of innocent people.

Unit

31

Exercises

Complete the sentences using have/has/had to ... . Use the verbs in brackets.
1 Robert can’t come out with us this evening.  He has to work  late. (he / work)

3 1 dom’t have MUCKH tIME. .........covoverieeeceece ettt sss s s sss s sas s s senassnas in ten minutes. (I/ go)

4 ‘I'm afraid I can’t stay long.” ‘What time ............ccoeoeeeeeeceecc e ? (you/ go)

5 Joe starts work at 5 am every day, which means ............cccccceeueeeeeeeeeeeeeeennn, at four. (he / get up)

6 We nearly missed the bus this MOINING, ..........cccovvriereriinnreeseecs e essssens to catch it. (we / run)

7 Is Lisa usually free on Saturdays OF ............ccceeeieenieseeese s sesssssssesessssssens ? (she / work)

8 There was NODOAY £0 NEIP IMIE. .......ceviveiiecteeeeete ettt b s bbb bbb nens everything by myself. (I/ do)
GHOW Old ...ttt ssssss s sssss s s ssssssenes to have a driving licence? (you / be)

10 There was a lot of noise from the Street. ... the window. (we / close)
11 Was the eXhibition free, OF ... e anas to go in? (you/ pay)

Complete the sentences using have/has/had to + the verbs in the list. Some sentences are negative
(I don’t have to ... ete.):
ask decide drive getup go make make pay show stand

4 You can let me know later what you want t0 do. YOU ........ccccecevevreeeeninniesnseesseseseesssesse s now.
51 couldn’t find the Street I Wanted. I ...ttt s bbb ssas s sens somebody for directions.
6 This Car PArK iS fT€E. YOU .....c.ccueveueieeeieecieictetcteetctete ettt b bbbt b bbb bbb st ssss s ssss s ssasssssssssansnns
7 A man was slightly injured in the accident, but he ..o to hospital.
8 Jane has a senior position in the COMPAaNY. SNE ..........ccceeeeecreeinieeeeee e et esaees important decisions.
9 The train was very full and there were no seats free. We ...........ccceeeeeeceeeeeeeeeeee e all the way.
10 When Patrick starts his new job next month, he ..o 50 miles to work
every day.
In some of these sentences, must is wrong or unnatural. Correct the sentences where necessary.
1 It’s later than I thought. I must go. OK (I have to go is also correct)

2 I must start work every day at 8.30. I have to start work
3 I must remember to call Sarah tomorrow. e
41 couldn’t get a taxi last night. I must walk home. et
5You must come and SE€ US aGAIN SOOI, ettt ettt enens
6 Tom isn’t going out this evening. He must study
forhis €Xam. ettt aen
7 We can’t go the usual way because the road

is closed. We must 20 anOther Way. ettt ettt
8 Julia wears glasses. She must wear glasses

SINCE She WaS VELY JOUNG., ettt ne
Complete the sentences with mustn’t, don’t have to or doesn’t have to.

3 There’s a lift in the DUIAING, SO WE........ccccvvireereieireeeeeeeeee e sesssssss e sssssssssssssssssssens climb the stairs.

4 I promised Kate I’d call her tomorrow. I ...........cccooeeeeeveceeereeveeeeseeeeseeeens forget

5 I’'m not very busy. I have a few things to do, DUL T ...........cooiiiiiieee s do them now.

6 Sophie likes Weekends DECAUSE SNE ........ccccvveeeiniieninireesseecstss s esssssssssesssens get up early.

TYOU oottt et b sttt et b s bbb as e bbb as st e bt e asse b et bas e b et e b s as s asbe b s snae bt esenes be a good player to enjoy a game of tennis.
8 You should keep trying to find a job. YOU ........cccccoeeeiieeeeeccececeeee e give up.

) OO UUVE TR eat too much. I'm supposed to be on a diet.

10 We have plenty of time before our flight. We ...t nasens check in yet.

—»Additional exercise 16 (page 311)

Raymond Murphy
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