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Nyaungdon supplies Catl

NYAUNGDON August 22

“Businesspersons from Nya-
ungdon Township of Ayeyawady
Region supplied 75,000 viss of
Catla fish to Yangon market,”
said Daw Aye Thuza, the owner
of fishery trading depot in
Nyaungdon Township.

A total of 75,000 viss (a tradi-
tional Burmese unit of weight)
of Catla fish from Nyaungdon
Township were exported and
sold to the Yangon market. It is
reported that seafood trading
businesses in the region are
actively transporting and selling
local fish products, including
Catla fish, to the Yangon market.

“We’re mainly exporting Catla
fish from here to the Yangon
market. Starting around the

first week of last month, there in demand. Domestic buyers in Catla fish, and prices have

has been a noticeable increase

-

. =k

are showing strong interest

improved accordingly. We sold

2s.20051 (G
MYAWADY IN ENGLISH
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a fish to Yangon market

J—-1

significantly more in June com-
pared to May. Right now, both
demand and prices are strong,
so people across different sec-
tors of the fish business are
doing well,” said Daw Aye Thuza,
a fish products trader from
Nyaungdon Township.

Catla fish from Nyaungdon
Township are being exported
to the Yangon market and then
further distributed to Nay Pyi
Taw and other regions. As these
fish are being exported and sold
daily, fish farmers, aquaculture
workers, traders, and truck
drivers involved in the supply
chain are experiencing better
job opportunities and improved
livelihoods.

SMK

Cultivation of more than 2,000 acres of vegetables completed in Shwebo Township

SHWEBO August 22

The statistics of Shwebo To-
wnship Agriculture Department
stated that local farmers have
planted 2,502 acres of vegetables
as monsoon crops in Shwebo
Township of Sagaing Region.

For the 2025-2026 monsoon
crop season, it is planned to
cultivate 3,857 acres of vegeta-

bles in Shwebo Township. Culti-
vation began in May this year,
and as of today, 2,502 acres
have already been planted.

U San Oo, Head of the Shwebo
Township Department of Agri-
culture, said:

“This year, we’ve planned
to cultivate over 3,000 acres of
vegetables in Shwebo Township.

As of today, more than 2,500
acres have been planted. We're
working to ensure that the full
target acreage is achieved. The
vegetables being cultivated
include mustard, chilli, herbs,
potatoes, okra, cauliflower, ca-
bbage, eggplant, and ridge
gourd. We are providing techni-
cal guidance to farmers to cul-

tivate all of these vegetables
using the GAP (Good Agricultural
Practices) system. We’re also
educating farmers on growing
these vegetables in a way that
minimizes chemical residues
and ensures food safety.”

In Shwebo Township, various
vegetables are grown seaso-
nally every year, and these crops

have proven to be successful,
generating income for farming
families. The Township Depart-
ment of Agriculture is also pro-
viding farmers with knowledge
on proper cultivation methods,
pest prevention, and the use
of natural fertilizers, organic
pesticides, and repellents.
SK

Kyaukmyaung Sub-township finishes cultivation of more than
10,000 acres of groundnut

KYAUKMYAUNG August 22

A total 0f 10,452 acres of gro-
undnut has been cultivated in
Kyaukmyaung Sub-township
of Sagaing Region during this
monsoon, according to data of
the sub-township Agriculture
Department.

During the 2025-2026 mon-
soon crop season, it has been

planned to cultivate 12,867 acres
of groundnut in Kyaukmyaung
Sub-township. Planting began
in May this year, and as of today,
10,452 acres have already been
cultivated.

“This year, more than 12,000
acres of groundnut are planned
tobe cultivated in Kyaukmyaung
Sub-township during the mon-

soon season. So far, over 10,000
acres have already been plan-
ted. Efforts are underway to
meet the target acreage. As
an oil crop, groundnut culti-
vation is progressing succe-
ssfully, and production has
shown year-on-year improve-
ment,” said Daw Khin Win,
Head of the Kyaukmyaung

Sub-township Agriculture De-
partment.

In Kyaukmyaung Sub-town-
ship, it is reported that approxi-
mately 1.5 baskets of seed are
used per acre of groundnut cul-
tivation. The total cost per acre,
including seed expenses, labor
wages, fertilizers, and pesticide
costs, is over Ks-200,000. Each

acre yields over 50 baskets on
average.

This year, to ensure the su-
ccess of groundnut cultivation,
officials from the township agri-
culture department have been
conducting field inspections to
monitor pest and disease con-
trol, and weed management.
Field records and monitoring
documentation are being main-
tained as part of these efforts.

SMK

More than 3,000 acres of summer sesame harvested in Yinmabin District

YINMABIN August 22

Local farmers have harvested
atotal of 3,499 acres of summer
sesame in Yinmabin District of
Sagaing Region, according to
the district Agriculture Depart-
ment.

In Yinmabin District, a total of
3,499 acres of summer sesame

were cultivated during this year’s
summer crop season. Harve-
sting of these sesame fields
began in May, and as of today; all
3,499 acres have been comple-
tely harvested, with an average
yield of 18.07 baskets per acre.

“This year, 3,499 acres of
summer sesame were cultivated

in Yinmabin District during the
summer crop season. All of the
sesame fields have now been
fully harvested. Efforts were
made to promote expanded cul-
tivation, improve yields, and
implement GAP (Good Agricul-
tural Practices) techniques,”
said Daw Myat Moe Win, Head

of the Yinmabin District Agri-
culture Department.

As for township-wise harves-
ting, a total of 2,379 acres of
summer sesame was harvested
in Yinmabin Township, 885 acres
in Salingyi Township, and 235
acres in Pale Township.

This year, the respective town-

ship agriculture departments
provided technical support to
sesame farmers in Yinmabin
District to promote expansion
of cultivation, proper farming
techniques, application of GAP
methods, use of high-quality
seeds, and selection of high-
yielding varieties. SK
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Pantanaw Township ships a large volume of broken rice to Yangon market

PANTANAW August 22

“Local businesspersons from Panta-
naw Township of Ayeyawady Region
sold out many bags of broken rice to
Yangon market,” said Daw Aye Myint,
the owner of rice and paddy trading
centre in Pantanaw Township.

A total of 70,000 bags of broken rice
from Pantanaw Township were able
to be sold to the Yangon market. It
is reported that the broken rice from
that region is currently enjoying strong
demand from the Yangon market.

“We mainly export and sell broken
rice from Pantanaw Township to the
Yangon market. The broken rice is

mostly transported and sold using cargo
trucks. Starting from the first week of
the month, demand for broken rice has
clearly increased. Rice mill operators
are continuously exporting and selling
the rice. Since we are currently able to
transport and sell smoothly without
difficulties, it's convenient for the tra-
ders,” said Daw Aye Myint.

At Yangon market, broken rice from
Pantanaw Township fetched Ks-42,000
per bag. Due to high demand, rice and
paddy traders, commodity owners,
freight workers and truck drivers are
convenient in their livelihoods.

SK

, _Sm—

Local News |19

Farmers plant more than 1,000 acres of
vegetables in Htigyaing Township this year

HTIGYAING August 22

Based on data of Agriculture Depart-
ment in Htigyaing Township of Sagaing
Region, local farmers planted more
than 1,000 acres of vegetables in the
township this year.

During the 2025-2026 monsoon crop
season, it is planned to cultivate 1,256
acres of vegetables in Htigyaing Town-
ship. Cultivation began in May this
year, and as of today, 1,050 acres have
already been planted.

"This monsoon season, more than
1,200 acres of vegetables are planned
for cultivation in Htigyaing Township.
So far, over 1,000 acres have already
been planted. Efforts are ongoing to
ensure the full target acreage is met.
The vegetable crops being grown
include mustard, chilli, herbs, potatoes,
cauliflower, cabbage, guard, eggplant,
Chinese cabbage, and ridge gourd.
Farmers are being provided with the
technical knowledge to cultivate all
these vegetables using the GAP (Good
Agricultural Practices) system. They

are also being trained to grow these
vegetables in a way that uses minimal
chemical residues and aligns with health
standards," said U Ko Ko Aung, Head
of the Htigyaing Township Department
of Agriculture.

This year, the township agriculture
department is providing technical tra-
ining to vegetable farmers in Htigyaing
to promote GAP-based cultivation. They
are also helping ensure that the vege-
tables harvested meet health and safety
standards. Support is being extended
to encourage farmers to expand their
vegetable cultivation.

In Htigyaing Township, a variety of
vegetables are cultivated each year
according to the season. These crops
have proven to be successful and profi-
table, contributing to family income.
The township agriculture department
continues to educate farmers on proper
cultivation techniques, pest prevention,
the use of natural fertilizers, and the
preparation and application of organic
pesticides and repellents. SMK

Homalin Township cultivates more than
1,000 acres of vegetables in monsoon

HOMALIN August 22

Statistics of Homalin District Agri-
culture Department of Sagaing Region
stated that local farmers finished
cultivation of 1,083 acres of vegetables
in Homalin District of Sagaing Region
this year.

For the 2025-2026 monsoon crop
season, a total of 1,260 acres of vege-
tables are planned for cultivation in
Homalin District. Planting began in May
this year, and as of today, 812 acres have
been cultivated in Homalin Township
and 271 acres in Mobailuk Township,
totaling 1,083 acres.

“This year, we planned to cultivate 1,260
acres of vegetables in Homalin District
for the monsoon crop season. So far,
1,083 acres have been completed. We are
working to meet the target acreage. The
crops include roselle, chilli, coriander,
cauliflower, Chinese cabbage, potato,
cabbage, eggplant, and ridge gourd.
We are providing technical support
to farmers so that all vegetables are
grown using the GAP (Good Agricultural
Practices) system. We’re also training

them to minimize chemical residue
and cultivate in a way that ensures the
produce is health-friendly,” said Daw Su
Su Htwe, Head of the Homalin District
Agriculture Department.

According to crop plans for the 2025-
2026 monsoon season, 1,110 acres are
allocated for Homalin Township and 150
acres for Mobailuk Township, totalling
1,260 acres.

It is also reported that the township
agriculture departments are conduct-
ing training sessions to promote GAP-
based vegetable farming, providing
technical support to ensure the harve-
sted produce meets health standards,
and encouraging farmers to expand
their cultivation.

In Homalin District, seasonal vege-
tables are grown every year. These
crops have proven successful, providing
income for farming families. Agriculture
departments are also raising awareness
among vegetable growers on correct
farming practices, pest control, and
the use of natural fertilizers, botanical
pesticides, and repellents. SMK

More than 1,400 acres of groundnut planted in Monywa Township

MONYWA August 22

Statistics of Monywa Township Agri-
culture Department stated that local
farmers planted a total of 1,423 acres of
groundnut in the township this monsoon.

For the 2025-2026 monsoon crop
season, it is reported that a total 0f 1,410
acres of groundnut cultivation was plan-
ned in Monywa Township. Starting
from June this year, cultivation began,
and as of today, 1,413 acres have already
been cultivated.

“The plan for this year’s monsoon crop
season in Monywa Township included
1,410 acres of groundnut cultivation. As
oftoday, 1,413 acres have been completed.

ﬁ' L g

This shows that we were able to cultivate
more than the targeted acreage. As an oil
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crop, groundnut cultivation is progressing
successfully. Year by year, groundnut

farming has shown improvement,” said
U Soe Thet Aung, Head of the Monywa
Township Agriculture Department.

In Monywa Township, about 1.5 baskets
of seeds are used per acre for groun-
dnut cultivation. The total cost per acre
including seed costs, labor, fertilizer,
and pesticides—exceeds Ks-200,000.
Yields of over 50 baskets per acre can
be achieved.

Agricultural staff of Monywa Township
Agriculture Department make field
trips to the groundnut plantations to
take agricultural records on thriving
of plantations, prevention of pests and
weeding process. SK
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Italian media publish PHOTO of Nord Stream sabotage suspect

ROME August 22

Several Italian outlets on Fri-
day released an image purpo-
rtedly showing the Ukrainian
man arrested a day earlier over
his alleged involvement in the
Nord Stream pipeline bombing.

The man, identified by the
media as 49-year-old Sergey
Kuznetsov, is suspected of lead-
ing the team that sabotaged
the pipelines in September
2022.

The image — published by
La Stampa and Open Online
—appears to be either a police

photofit or a photo from identity
documents. Neither outlet dis-
closed its origin.
Kuznetsovwas detained near
Rimini on Thursday under a
European arrest warrant issued
this month by German prose-
cutors. Investigators allege
he helped plant explosives on
the pipelines near Denmark’s
Bornholm Island, which disabled
three of the four Nord Stream
lines. The man allegedly over-
saw divers placing the explo-
sives from a sailing yacht rented
using forged document in Ro-

stock, Germany.

According to Italian media,
the suspect entered Italy under
the alias Serhii Kulinic with his
family on a tour booked through
Booking.com. The authorities
reportedly tracked his move-
ments until his name, which had
beenrecorded in a local hotel’s
guest database, triggered an
Interpol alert. He reportedly
offered no resistance and han-
ded over documents, phones,
computers, tablets, and credit
cards upon arrest.Kuznetsov
faces charges under German

law for causing an explosion,
anti-constitutional sabotage,
and destruction of infrastructure
—offenses that could carry a 15-
year sentence. He is expected
to appear at the Bologna Court
of Appeal later on Friday for a
hearing to validate his arrest
and set a date for extradition to
Germany. However, La Stampa
also reported that he is being
investigated in a separate case
by the Genoa prosecutor’s office
over a February bombing that
damaged the Seajewel, a Mal-
tese-flagged tanker off the coast

of Savona.

The Nord Stream explosions
were seen at the time as an
attack on critical energy infra-
structure and a stark example
of the rising economic fallout
of the Ukraine conflict.

Speaking in February 2022
in Washington, then-US Presi-
dent Joe Biden declared that in
the event of an all-out military
conflict between Russia and
Ukraine “there will no longer
be a Nord Stream. We will bring
an end to it.”

RT

UN report on famine in Gaza
‘Fabricated’ - Israeli Foreign Ministry

TEL AVIV August 22

Israeli Foreign Ministry re-
jected on Friday a UN report on
famine in the Gaza Strip, calling
it "fabricated" and tailored to
the interests of the Palestinian
movement Hamas.

"The IPC has just published
a 'specially fabricated' report
tailored to Hamas' fake cam-
paign ... The entire IPC docu-
ment is based on Hamas' lies,
laundered through organiza-
tions with vested interests.
There is no famine in Gaza," the
ministry said in a statement.

Since the start of the war, more
than 100,000 trucks carrying
humanitarian aid have entered
the Gaza Strip, and in recent
weeks, a massive influx of hu-

manitarian aid has supplied
Gaza with basic foodstuffs and
led to a sharp drop in food prices
in local markets, the ministry
added.

"The laws of supply and de-
mand do not lie - the IPC lies,"
the statement also read.

Earlier in the day, several UN
agencies issued a joint state-
ment, saying that a catastro-
phiclevel of famine in the Gaza
Strip was confirmed by the In-
tegrated Food Security Phase
Classification (IPC) analysis
for the first time. Sputnik

12 Kkilled, 4 injured as
tractor slides into water
in S. Afghanistan

KABUL August 22

Twelve people lost their lives
and four others sustained injury
as a tractor slid into a river in
the southern Afghanistan Hel-
mand Province on Friday, pro-
vincial director for Information
and Culture Hafiz Abdul Bari
Rashid said.

The deadly accident took
place in Garmsir District, clai-
ming the lives of three women

and nine children on the spot
and injuring four others, all
children, the official added.

Security personnel reached
the site of the accident on time
and rescued 14 others, the offi-
cial said.

In Afghanistan's countryside,
the villagers often use tractors
and animals as instruments to
transport people and agricul-
tural products. Xinhua

Magnitude of earthquake in Drake Passage
revised from 8 to 7.5 -- USGS

BEIJING August 22

An earthquake with a magnitude of 7.5 jolted Drake Passage at 0216 GMT on Friday, the U.S.

Geological Survey said.

The epicenter, with a depth of 10.8 km, was initially determined to be at 60.19 degrees south
latitude and 61.82 degrees west longitude.

Xinhua

Five policemen Kkilled in attack in SE Iran

TEHRAN August 22

Five policemen were Killed on Friday in an attack by "terrorists" in Iran's southeastern Sistan
and Baluchestan Province, the semi-official Fars news agency reported.

The "terrorists" attacked two police patrol units in Damen District of Iranshahr County as the
law enforcement forces were on patrol duty, Fars quoted the provincial police as saying.

It added operations were launched to identify and arrest the assailants.

Sistan and Baluchestan, a province bordering Pakistan and Afghanistan, has witnessed recurr-
ing clashes between Iranian security forces, militants from the Baloch minority, and drug

traffickers.

Xinhua

18 killed in two separate

olombia attacks N

BOGOTA August 22

Atleast 18 people were killed
and dozens injured in two se-
parate attacks in Colombia
on Thursday, said the local
authorities.

At least six were killed and
over 30 others injured in a bomb
attack near the Marco Fidel
Suarez Air Base in the city of
Cali, said the Mayor's Office.

The bomb attack occurred
around 2:50 p.m. local time
(1950 GMT), said the Colombian
Aerospace Force, reiterating
its commitment to the safety

of Colombians.

Meanwhile, more than 12
police officers were Killed in the
northern town of Amalfi when
the anti-narcotics helicopter
they were on was shot down
by the criminal group Estado
Mayor Central.

Colombian President Gustavo
Petro confirmed this, saying
the helicopter was carrying
personnel for "the eradication
of coca leaf crops," following
their seizure of a cocaine ship-
ment.

Xinhua
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Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

and property of innocent people.

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives

World’s most popular painkiller may increase risk of autism and ADHD,

Harvard experts warn: ‘T,

Pregnant women should only
take paracetamol on the advice
of a doctor, Harvard scientists
have warned—amid fears the
common painkiller could raise
the risk of autism and ADHD
in their children.

Paracetamol—known as
acetaminophen and often sold
under the brand name Tylenol
in the US—is widely used by
expectant mothers to treat
pain, headaches and fever.

But dozens of studies have
already linked it to higher rates
of autism and attention deficit
hyperactivity disorder (ADHD).

professor of population health
science at Mount Sinai Hospital
in New York and co-author of
the study, said: 'Our findings
show that higher-quality studies
are more likely to show a link
between prenatal acetamino-
phen exposure and increased
risks of autism and ADHD.'

He added: 'Given the wide-
spread use of this medication,
even a small increase in risk
could have major public health
implications.'

But he stressed that women
should not suddenly stop taking
it.

Common Disorders that Occur with ADHD
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Tics and Tourette
Syndrame
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Now US researchers from
Mount Sinai and Harvard's
School of Public Health say
their analysis of more than
100,000 people is the most com-
prehensive yet—and provides
the 'strongest evidence so far'
of a link.

They urged mothers-to-be
to use paracetamol sparingly,
recommending only 'the lowest
effective dose for the shortest
possible time.'

However, the team stressed
the findings do not prove the
drug directly causes neurode-
velopmental disorders—only
that the association is consis-
tent and worrying enough to
demand further investigation.

Dr Diddier Prada, assistant
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"Pregnant women should not
stop taking medication without
consulting their doctors. Untrea-
ted pain or fever can also harm
the baby.

'Our study highlights the im-
portance of discussing the
safest approach with health
care providers and considering
non-drug options whenever
possible.'

Paracetamol is currently re-
commended by the NHS as
the 'first choice' painkiller for
expectant mothers, but only
for short periods and at the
lowest effective dose.

Around half of pregnant wo-
men in the UK take paraceta-
mol, and in the US the figure
rises to around 65 percent.

Health chiefs advise that only
certain people —such as those
with liver or kidney disease or
taking epilepsy medication —
need to exercise extra caution.

To reach their conclusion,
the US researchers reviewed
46 separate studies involving
more than 100,000 participants.

The team collected detailed
data on when paracetamol was
taken—whether in the first,
second or third trimester, or
throughout the whole pregna-
ncy—and linked it with mothers'
medical records.

Writing in the journal Enviro-
nmental Health, they conclu-
ded: 'Ultimately, the obtained
scores suggest strong evidence
of alikely relationship between
prenatal acetaminophen use
and increased risk of ADHD
in children.

'"This includes high-quality
studies that provide very strong
evidence of an association and
studies that provide strong
evidence of an association.'

They added: 'There was strong
evidence of a relationship bet-
ween prenatal acetaminophen
use and increased risk of autism
in children.'

The findings come as demand

=4
for autism assessments has
reached record levels in the
wake of Covid.

NHS figures show almost
130,000 under-18s in England
were waiting for an assessment
in December 2024.

Experts have described it as
an 'invisible crisis', with services
repeatedly failing to keep pace
with rising demand.

Lastyear, the Children's Com-
missioner warned that children
left languishing for years on
waiting lists were effectively
being 'robbed' of their child-
hoods.

Autism is not a disease and
is present from birth, although
it may not be recognised until
childhood or even much later
in life.

It exists on a spectrum: while
some people can live indepen-
dently with little support, others
may need full-time care.

Meanwhile, NHS figures show
more than 230,000 people in
England are now prescribed
ADHD medication to manage
symptoms such as inattention
and hyperactivity.

Prescription rates jumped by
afifth last year — the sharpest
annual rise since records began

is could have major public health implications’

in 2015.

The surge has been driven
largely by women in their 20s
and 30s, though prescriptions
for children are also climbing.

Experts have voiced concern
that some private clinics are
over-diagnosing the condition
and handing out powerful
stimulant drugs too freely.

But others argue that far from
being over-diagnosed, many
adults are only now getting the
help they were long denied.

ADHD was only formally re-
cognised in the UK as a disor-
der that persists into adulthood
in 2008—until then it was seen
solely as a childhood problem
that children would 'grow out of.'

In the US, meanwhile, an
estimated 2.3 million children
and seven million adults have
ASD.

Diagnoses have risen sharply
over the past two decades,
according to shifting statistics
from the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention.

In 2000, about 1 in 150 children
received an ASD diagnosis; by
2020, that figure had climbed
to 1 in 31, a near-quadrupling
that reflects both greater awa-
reness and evolving diagnostic
criteria.

The surge in the USis further
illustrated in a 2024 study of
12.2 million Americans' health
records, which revealed a 175
percent increase in autism
diagnoses over an 11-year pe-
riod.

While some experts attribute
the rise to expanded screening
and reduced stigma, others
argue that biological and en-
vironmental factors may also
play arole. This debate contin-
ues to divide researchers.

Mail Online
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