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Dried spiny eel marketable in Maubln Townshlp

MAUBIN August 23

Trading of dried spiny eels are in
high demand at the domestic market
in Maubin Township of Ayeyawady
Region, said Daw Win Win Thu, the
owner of assorted dried fish trading
commodity in Maubin Township.

In Maubin Township, since the second
week of July up to the present, there
has been strong demand and good sales
of locally produced dried spiny eels.
These dried eels are not only sold in
local markets but are also in high
demand in cities like Pathein and Yangon.

“Sales picked up starting around the
second week of this month. Right now,
sales are significantly higher than usual.

There’s been an increase in orders from
the Yangon market. The dried spiny eel
business is a key local livelihood for
residents. As demand for dried fish
products increases, those involved in
the spiny eel drying business across
different areas are also doing well,”
said Daw Win Win Thu, a dried fish
trader from Maubin Township.

In Maubin Township, dried fish traders
purchase fresh spiny eels, then process
them using methods such as sweetening,
salting, and sun-drying to make them
ready for consumption. The current
market price for dried spiny eels ranges
from Ks-17,500 to Ks-29,500 per viss.

SK &

Ayadaw Township grows over 4,000 acres of

ralnfed cotton

AYADAW August 23

More than 4,000 acres of cotton have
been planted in Ayadaw Township,
Monywa District, Sagaing Region during
this year’s rain crops planting season,

accordlng to the statistics of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture for Monywa Dist-
rict.

In the 2025-2026 rain crops planting
season, Ayadaw Township is planning

to plant 10,041 acres of cotton, and
planting has begun since May this year,
and 4,830 acres have been planted to
date.

“This year, Ayadaw Township is
planning to plant more than 10,000 acres
of cotton. More than 4,000 acres have
been planted to date. Planting is ongoing.
In order to grow cotton crops, we are
providing cotton seeds so that farmers
can easily plant good and clean varieties
before the season,” said Daw San San
Myint, head of the Department of
Agriculture for Monywa District.

The cost of cotton cultivation is Ks-
350,000 per acre, and the yield is around
1,000 visses per acre.

Cotton is successfully cultivated in
19 townships in Sagaing, Monywa, Yin-
mabin, Shwebo and Kanbalu districts
in Sagaing Region.

SMK

Wetlet Township cultivates over 22,000
acres of rainfed pigeon peas

WETLET August 23

A total of 22,376 acres of pigeon peas have been planted in the rainy season this year in Wetlet Township, Shwebo
District, Sagaing Region, according to the statistics of the Department of Agriculture for Wetlet Township.

In the 2025-2026 rain crops planting season, 21,256 acres of pigeon peas have been planned for planting in Wetlet
Township, and planting has started since May this year, and 22,376 acres have been planted to date.

“This year, 21,256 acres of pigeon peas have been planned for planting in Wetlet Township. To date, 22,376 acres have
been planted. The area of pigeon peas has exceeded the current target area. We also provide services for good yields in
pigeon peas,” said Daw Kyin San, head of the Department of Agriculture for Wetlet Township.

This year, the Township Department of Agriculture is providing field education to farmers growing pigeon peas in
Wetlet Township on how to select good and pure varieties, proper planting methods, pest control, and good yields. SK

Indaw
Township
cultivates over
8,000 acres of
rainfed paddy

INDAW August 23

More than 8,000 acres of paddy have
been planted in this year rain crops
planting season in Indaw Township, Katha
District, Sagaing Region, according to
the statistics from the Department of
Agriculture for Indaw Township.

Indaw Township has planned to plant
55,980 acres of paddy in the rainy season
for the 2025-2026 rain crops planting
season. The planting of paddy has started
in June this year, and so far, 8,162 acres
have been planted.

“We are working to ensure that the
target acres are met. We will provide
the necessary technology and varieties
for paddy planting. We are conducting
field visits to help farmers plant paddy
on time,” said U Thein Khaing, head
of the Department of Agriculture for
Indaw Township.

This year, the relevant Township
Agriculture Department and local
farmers are working together to ensure
that paddy planting is carried out
without any difficulties and is carried
out systematically.

In Indaw Township, farmers are being
provided with agricultural technology,
pest control, crop damage prevention,
and timely delivery of harvested rice
under shelter.

SMK
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Farmers cultivate more than 4,000 acres of maize

and sweet corn in KhinU Township

Y
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KHINU August 23

A total of 4,155 acres of croplands
have been placed under maize and sw-
eet corn in KhinU Township of Sagaing
Region during this monsoon, statistics
of KhinU Township agricultural data
stated.

In the 2025-2026 monsoon crop sea-
son, it was planned to cultivate a total
of 6,496 acres in KhinU Township: 1,005

corn. Cultivation began in May this year,
and as of today, 176 acres of maize and
3,979 acres of sweet corn have been
cultivated, totalling 4,155 acres.

“This year, during the monsoon crop
season, KhinU Township planned to
grow over 6,000 acres of maize and
sweet corn. So far, more than 4,100 acres
have been cultivated. Efforts are being

made to meet the targeted acreage. We
are also conducting awareness activities
to ensure successful crop yields and to
protect crops from pest and disease
outbreaks,” said U Nay Win Naing, Head
of the Department of Agriculture for
KhinU Township.

This year, the township’s Department
of Agriculture has been providing
training to farmers cultivating maize
and sweet corn. Demonstration field
events are being held, and preventive
measures are being taken against arm-
yworms. Integrated pest management
practices are being promoted, including
the use of neem-based pesticides and
applications of ginger and chili solutions,
along with educational outreach on
cultivation techniques.

In KhinU Township, it is reported
that seed maize yields more than 50
baskets per acre, with a cultivation cost
of around Ks-500,000 per acre. Sweet
corn yields about 15,000 ears per acre,
with a cost exceeding Ks-500,000 per
acre. SMK

Over 2,600 acres

Township

MONYWA August 23

More than 2,600 acres of vegetables
have been grown as monsoon crops in
Monywa Township of Sagaing Region,
according to the Township Agriculture
Department.

In the 2025-2026 monsoon cropping
season, a total of 9,300 acres of vegetables
are planned for cultivation in Monywa
Township. Cultivation began in May
this year, and as of today, 2,677 acres
have been planted.

“This year, more than 9,000 acres of
vegetables are targeted for cultivation
in Monywa Township during the monsoon
season. So far, over 2,600 acres have
been cultivated. Efforts are ongoing to
meet the planned target. The main
crops include roselle, chilli, culinary
herbs, potatoes, mustard, cabbage,
gourd, cauliflower, eggplant, ridge gourd,
eggplant, and sponge gourd. We are

o

SRR
providing technical support to help
farmers grow all these vegetables
following GAP (Good Agricultural Pra-
ctices) standards. We are also advising
farmers to grow vegetables in ways
that minimize chemical residues and
promote health,” said U Soe Thet Aung,
Head of the Monywa Township Depart-
ment of Agriculture.

This year, the Department of Agricul-

a

of vegetables planted in Monywa
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ture in Monywa Township is providing
farmers with technical training to
cultivate vegetables according to GAP
practices. They are also offering guida-
nce to ensure that the produce harvest-
ed is safe and health-compliant. In
addition, the department is supporting
farmers in expanding their vegetable
cultivation.

SMK
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Ayadaw
Township
plants more
than 25,000
acres of
pigeon pea
this year

AYADAW August 23

A total of 25,435 acres of pigeon pea
has been planted in Ayadaw Township
of Sagaing Region during this monsoon,
according to the statistics of Monywa
District Agriculture Department.

In the 2025-2026 monsoon crop cultivati-
on season, local authorities earmarked
cultivation of 25,410 acres of pigeon pea
crops in Ayadaw Township. Starting
from this May, cultivation began, and
as of today, 25,435 acres have already
been cultivated.

“This year, during the monsoon crop
season, the target for pigeon pea cu-
Itivation in Ayadaw Township was set
at 25,410 acres. As of today, 25,435 acres
have already been cultivated, exceeding
the target. Efforts are also being made
to ensure good yield outcomes for the
pigeon pea crops. Pigeon peas are being
cultivated both as sole crops and as
intercropped or follow-up crops,” said
Daw San San Myint, Head of the
Department of Agriculture for Monywa
District.

This year, the Ayadaw Township
Department of Agriculture is also pro-
viding field-level education to farmers
cultivating pigeon peas, focusing on the
selection of quality seeds, proper cu-
Itivation systems, pest prevention, and
achieving high yields.

The Department of Agriculture in
Ayadaw Township is also distributing
techniques that promote the combined
use of natural fertilizer to pigeon pea
farmers, so they can reduce the cost of
buying compound fertilizers. It is reported
that this method helps reduce production
costs, keeps crops free from pests, and
supports healthy plant growth.  SK

Sagaing Township grows more than 5,000 acres of groundnut this monsoon

SAGAING August 23

According to Sagaing Township De-
partment of Agriculture, local farmers
have planted 5,848 acres of groundnut
as monsoon crops in Sagaing Township
of Sagaing Region this year.

In the 2025-2026 monsoon cropping
season, a total of 9,427 acres of ground-
nut are planned for cultivation in Saga-
ing Township. Cultivation began in May

this year, and as of today, 5,848 acres
have been planted.

“This year, more than 9,000 acres of
groundnut are targeted for cultivation
during the monsoon season in Sagaing
Township. So far, over 5,000 acres have
already been cultivated. Efforts are
ongoing to meet the planned acreage.
As an oil crop, groundnut is in a success-
ful state. Groundnut cultivation has

been steadily increasing year by year,”
said U Myo Thant Aung, Head of the
Sagaing Township Department of
Agriculture.

In Sagaing Township, groundnut
cultivation requires approximately 1.5
baskets of seeds per acre. The total
cost per acre including seed cost, labour
charges, fertilizers, and pesticides is
over Ks-200,000. The average yield per

acre is reported to exceed 50 baskets.

This year, in order to ensure successful
cultivation of groundnut fields in Sagaing
Township—free from pest and disease
outbreaks and weed infestations—staff
from the Township Department of
Agriculture are conducting field inspecti-
ons and keeping records through field
monitoring activities.

SK
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English flags hoisted across UK as tensions over migration rise

LONDON August 23

St. George’s and Union Jack
flags have appeared in towns
across Britain under a campaign
known as Operation Raise the
Colours, in what is widely seen
as apublic display of patriotism
and defiance of the government’s
migration policies. However,
the movement has met pushback
from some local residents, who
describe it as unsettling and
divisive.

The campaign, which began
in Birmingham and East Lon-
don, has spread to Manchester,
Bradford, Newcastle, Norwich,
Worcester, Redditch, and York.
Patriotic images have been
painted on streets, while Sco-
ttish and Irish colors have also
been seen.

While activists describe the
displays as an expression of
national pride, others have

raised concerns because the
campaign has received backing
from right-wing organizations.
The BBC reported that some
residents found the flags “in-
timidating” and provocative
at a time of high tensions over
migration. Some residents in
Birmingham denounced the
stunts as “wanton vandalism”
and “an excuse for xenopho-
bia.”

The p ush to hoist the national
flag has also met some resista-
nce from local officials. Councils
in Birmingham and Tower
Hamlets have taken down some
flags, citing safety concerns.
Birmingham’s Labour council
said that attachments on lamp
posts can be “dangerous” to
pedestrians and motorists,
while Tower Hamlets Council
attributed its removal of flags
to “routine maintenance.” Cri-

= J

tics, however, have pointed out
that in many cases Palestinian
flags have not been subject to
the same treatment.Reform
UK MP Lee Anderson called
the policy of removing flags

. IS

“nothing short of a disgrace
and shows utter contempt for
the British people.”

In recent months, the UK has
seen increasing public protests
against soaring migration.

< W L b

Organizers have described the

rallies not as far-right actions

but as efforts to challenge what

they call a malfunctioning
government system.

RT

Iran, Russia FMs hold talks on nuclear deal and IAEA

cooperation

MOSCOW August 23

Iranian and Russian foreign ministers Abbas Araghchi and Sergey Lavrov
discussed nuclear issues and Tehran’s cooperation with the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA), the Iranian Foreign Ministry said in a statement.

“During the conversation, the parties exchanged views on the development of
the situation with the Iranian nuclear issue, in particular regarding the actions
of three European countries (Germany, the UK and France) in anticipation of
the legal expiration of UN Security Council Resolution 2231 (which approved

the 2015 nuclear deal), and also discussed Iran’s cooperation with the IAEA,”

18, 2025.

members.

the statement said.
The sides also assessed prospects for nuclear negotiations and stressed that
UN Security Council Resolution 2231 expires on the designated date - October

Araghchi, speaking about the idea of the three European countries to extend
the resolution, said the decision on this would be made by UN Security Council

Sputnik

5 dead in tour bus crash in U.S. state of New York

NEW YORK August 23

Five people were confirmed dead as
a tour bus crashed in the U.S. state of
New York on Friday afternoon, the New
York State Police announced.

The accident happened on Interstate
90 in Pembroke, Genesee County while
the bus carrying more than 50 passeng-
ers was returning from Niagara Falls
to New York City.

"At this time, we have multiple fatali-
ties, multiple entrapments and multiple
injuries," said James O'Callaghan, spo-
kesperson for the New York State Police,
adding that the total number of deaths
and injuries is still being deter mined.

The crash occurred when the driver
of the bus lost control of the vehicle as
it traveled at "full speed," and every
passenger on the bus had at least some

sort of "cut, bruise or abrasion as an
injury," he said.

The bus was "extremely damaged,"
many passengers had been ejected
from the vehicle when it crashed, but
the driver was "alive and well," the
spokesperson added.

New York Governor Kathy Hochul
said on X that she was briefed on the
"tragic tour bus accident," adding that

her team is coordinating with the State
Police and local officials who are working
"to rescue and provide assistance to
everyone involved."

Mercy Flight, a nonprofit air medi-
cal transport service provider, said its
three helicopters were transporting
people from the crash site to area hos-
pitals.

Xinhua

10 killed in autorickshaw-truck collision in India’s Bihar

NEW DELHI August 23

At least 10 people were Kkilled and three others critically injured Saturday in a collision between an autorickshaw and a truck in the eastern Indian state of

Bihar; the police said.

The accident took place on Daniyawan-Hilsa state highway-4 in Patna, the capital city of Bihar.
“Today, a truck rammed into the autorickshaw, carrying 13 people, including the driver, that was coming from the opposite direction. Seven people were Killed
on the spot while three others succumbed to their injuries in the hospital,” a senior police official said. “Three injured have been moved to the hospital, and their

condition is stated to be critical.”

Officials said of the 10 deceased, nine were women and the tenth was identified as the autorickshaw driver.

The autorickshaw was completely crushed due to the impact of the collision.

The police suspect the accident was caused by the truck driver, as he fled from the scene after the crash.
The police have registered a case and ordered an investigation to as certain the cause of the accident. A police team has been formed to arrest the truck driver.

Xinhua
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Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive
activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives
and property of innocent people.

32

>A> must and mustn’t

You must do something = it is necessary that you do it:
O Don't tell anybody what I said. You must keep it a secret.
O We don’t have much time. We must hurry.
You mustn’t do something = don’t do it:
O You must keep it a secret. You mustn’t tell anyone. (= don’t tell anyone)
@ We must be very quiet. We mustn’t make any noise.

needn’t and don’t need to
You needn’t do something = it’s not necessary to do it (but you can if you want):
(O We have plenty of time. We needn’t hurry. (= it is not necessary to hurry)
@ Joe can stay here. He needn’t come with us. (= it is not necessary for him to come)
You can also use don’t/doesn’t need to:
@ We don’t need to hurry.
Note that we say ‘don’t need to do’, but ‘needn’t do’ (without to).
Compare needn’t and mustn’t:
@ You needn’t tell Steve. I can tell him myself. (= it is not necessary)
O You mustn’t tell Steve. I don’t want him to know. (= don’t tell him)

>C> needn’t have (done)
Study this example situation:

3 ~.___-{'_:z(Can | reserve a table for two?)

Paul and Sarah reserved a table at

arestaurant.

i : (We needn’t have reserved a table. )

2/

But when they went to the restaurant,

it was almost empty.

e They needn’t have reserved a table.
y H This means: they reserved a table,
but now they know this was not

necessary.

Compare needn’t (do) and needn’t have (done):
O Everything will be OK. You needn’t worry. (it is not necessary)
O Everything was OK. You needn’t have worried. (you worried, but it was not necessary)

>D> needn’t have (done) and didn’t need to (do)

He needn’t have done something = he did it, but now we know that it was not necessary:

O Why did he get up at 5 o’clock? He needn’t have got up so early. He could have stayed
in bed longer.

He didn’t need to do something = it was not necessary to do it. It doesn’t matter whether he did it or not:
O He didn’t need to get up early, so he didn’t.
O He didn’t need to get up early, but it was a beautiful morning, so he did.

You can also say ‘He didn’t have to get up’ in these examples.

must (‘You must be tired’)—p Unit 28 have to and must —p Unit 31
Modal verbs (can/could/will/would etc.) —» Appendix 4 American English —» Appendix 7

—»-Additional exercise 16 (page 311)
Raymond Murphy
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