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Demand of banana hlgh in Hlnthada Townshlp

HINTHADA September 13

“Trading of banana in Hinthada
Township of Ayeyawady Region
is booming with high demand,”
said Daw Zar Zar, the owner of
banana trading commodity in
Hinthada Township.

In the Hinthada Township local
market, demand for bananas has
been strong since the first week
of August this year, with steady
sales continuing to date. Daily
transactions range from 4,000
to 5,500 banana bunches. The
best-selling varieties include
Pheegyan, Yakhaing, Theeh-
mway, Khunni, and Shwe Banana
strains.

“Bananas from this area are
in high demand from other
townships. At present, sales have
reached up to 55,000 bunches.
The bananas currently selling

well are of good quallty —locally
grown, chemical-free, clean, and
fresh. With the growing demand
for local bananas, farmers have
more favorable opportunities,”
said Daw Zar Zar.

Itis reported that this period
in Hinthada Township coincides
with the peak season for local

produce, 1nclud1ng bananas
The strong demand and brisk
sales of locally grown bananas
bring several benefits, such as
the exclusive trading of local
produce, reduced transportation
costs, and the delivery of fresher
goods to the market.

SK

Taze Township cultivates over 1,300 acres of
rainfed vegetables

TAZE September 13

A total of 1,351 acres of vegetables have been planted in Taze Township, YeU District, Sagaing
Region during this year’s rain crops planting season, according to the statistics of the Department

of Agriculture for YeU District.

During the 2025-2026 rain crops planting season, 1,352 acres of vegetables have been planted
in Taze Township. The planting of these vegetables has started in May this year, and 1,351 acres

have been planted to date.

“We are working to achieve the target acres. These are mustards, chili, spices, potatoes,
cabbages, and eggplant. We provide farmers with technology to grow all vegetables according
to the GAP system. We provide farmers with technology to grow all vegetables with the least
chemical residues and in a healthy way,” said U Zaw Myint Htun, head of Department of

Agriculture for YeU District.

This year, the Township Agriculture Department is providing technical training to vegetable
farmers in Taze Township to grow vegetables using the GAP system, providing technologies to
make the vegetables produced from the fields healthy, and helping farmers expand their vegetable

cultivation.

SMK

acres of maize and sweet corns
in Mingin Township

MINGIN September 13

According to Mingin Township
Agriculture Department, local
farmers have planted more
than 2,900 acres of maize and
sweet corns as monsoon crops
in Mingin Township of Sagaing
Region this year.

Local authorities earmarked
cultivation of 529 acres of maize
and 3,301 acres of sweet corns in
Mingin Township this monsoon.
But, farmers have planted 375
acres of maize and 2,547 acres of
sweet corns, totalling 2,922 acres
against the target cultivation.

“This year, during the mon-
soon crop season, Mingin Town-
ship plans to cultivate over
3,300 acres of maize and sweet
corn. As of today, more than
2,900 acres have been planted.
Efforts are being made to meet
the planned acreage. To ensure
successful maize cultivation,
we are providing awareness
training and guidance to prevent

pest and disease outbreaks,”
said Daw Hayman Kyaw Win,
Head of the Mingin Township
Agriculture Department.

Itis reported that this yearin
Mingin Township, the Township
Agriculture Department is pro-
viding training courses for maize
and sweet corn farmers, holding
field demonstrations, imple-
menting preventive measures
against fall armyworm, pro-
moting integrated pest manage-
ment systems, and educating
farmers on the use of pesticides
for controlling maize stem borer;
aphids, and other pests.

In Mingin Township, maize
grown for seed production
yields more than 50 baskets
per acre, with production costs
of about Ks-500,000 per acre.
Sweet corn yields around 15,000
cobs per acre, with production
costs exceeding Ks-500,000 per
acre.

SK

Yinmabin District grows more than 10,000 acres of vegetables this year

YINMABIN September 13

Statistics of Yinmabin District Agri-
culture Department stated that local
farmers planted 10,696 acres of vege-
tables as monsoon crops in Yinmabin
District of Sagaing Region.

In the 2025-2026 monsoon crop
season, Yinmabin District has planned
to cultivate 19,698 acres of vegetables.
Planting began in May this year, and
as of today, 10,696 acres have been
completed.

“This year, Yinmabin District plans
to grow over 19,000 acres of vegetables
during the monsoon crop season. So

far, more than 10,600 acres have been
planted. Efforts are being made to meet
the planned acreage. The crops include
mustard, chilli, herbs, potato, cabbage,
eggplant, and cauliflower. Farmers
are being provided with technical gui-
dance to cultivate all vegetables under
the GAP system. They are also being
trained to grow vegetables with minimal
chemical residue, ensuring they are
safe for consumption,” said Daw Myat
Moe Win, head of the Yinmabin District
Agriculture Department.

In Yinmabin District, a total of 2,710
acres of vegetables were planted in

Yinmabin Township, 5,430 acres in
Kani Township, 1,214 acres in Salingyi
Township, and 1,342 acres in Pale
Township — totaling 10,696 acres.

The planned vegetable cultivation
acreage for the 2025-2026 monsoon
crop season by township is: 6,027
acres in Yinmabin Township, 6,550
acres in Kani Township, 5,567 acres
in Salingyi Township, and 1,554 acres
in Pale Township — totalling 19,698
acres.

It is reported that this year in Yin-
mabin District, the respective town-
ship agriculture departments are con-

ducting technical training for farmers
to grow vegetables under the GAP
system, providing methods to ensure
the produce is safe and healthy, and
supporting farmers to expand vege-
table cultivation.

Thanks to growing vegetables in the
district, local farmers can earn incre-
ased income. Officials from the rele-
vant agriculture department give trai-
ning to local farmers to apply agricul-
tural techniques, prevent pests, and
use fertilizers and pests systemati-
cally.

SMK
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Nyaungdon Townshlp supplies Pawsan rice to Yangon market

-

NYAUNGDON September 13

“Traders from Nyaungdon Township of Ayeyawady Region supplied 70,000 bags of Pawsan rice
containing 24 Pyis to Yangon market,” said Daw Kyu Kyu, the owner of rice and paddy trading
commodity in Nyaungdon Township.

Rice traders from Nyaungdon Township were able to export and sell up to 70,000 sacks (24
baskets per sack) of Pawsan rice to the Yangon market.

“Rice and paddy traders from Nyaungdon Township buy locally grown paddy, mill it, and
export the rice to the Yangon market. Over the past month, we exported and sold up to 70,000
sacks of 24-basket Pawsan rice from Nyaungdon to the Yangon rice market. At present, we are
buying locally harvested summer paddy, milling it, and sending it to the Yangon market. Even
this month, buyers in the Yangon market are still purchasing rice from Nyaungdon Township,”

said Daw Kyu Kyu.

Pawsan rice (24 baskets per sack) from Nyaungdon Township is currently priced at up to
Ks-135,000 per sack in the Yangon market. Continuous exports of this rice have brought smooth

business operations for traders, farmers, truck rental operators, and freight workers.

SMK

Yinmabin District finishes cultivation of more than 13,000 acres of corns this year

YINMABIN September 13

Local farmers have planted
more than 13,000 acres of sweet
corns as monsoon crops in
Yinmabin District of Sagaing
Region, according to the data
of the district Agriculture
Department.

In the 2025-2026 monsoon
crop season, Yinmabin District
planned to cultivate 27,705
acres of sweet corn. Planting
began in May this year, and as
of today, 13,463 acres have been

completed against the target
cultivation.

“This monsoon season, our
target for Yinmabin District
is over 27,000 acres of sweet
corn. So far, more than 13,000
acres have been planted. We are
working to meet the full target
acreage. To ensure the success-
ful growth of the corn crops, we
are providing technical guida-
nce and advice on preventing
pest and disease infestations,”
said Daw Myat Moe Win, Head

ofthe Yinmabin District Depart-
ment of Agriculture.

This year, Yinmabin Town-
ship planted 5,804 acres of sweet
corn, Kani Township 2,769 acres,
Salingyi Township 215 acres
and Pale Township 4,675 acres,
totalling 13,463 acres.

In 2025-2026 monsoon crop
cultivation season, Yinmabin
Township earmarked cultiva-
tion of 11,500 acres of sweet
corn, Kani Township 2,156 acres,
Salingyi Township 2,962 acres

and Pale Township 11,087 acres,
totalling 27,705 acres.

This year in Yinmabin Dis-
trict, the Township Department
of Agriculture has been provid-
ing training courses and con-
ducting field demonstrations
for farmers cultivating seed
maize and sweet corn. They
are also giving guidance on
preventive measures against
fall armyworm, implementing
integrated pest management
systems, and the use of neem-

based pesticides, as well as
ginger and chili pest-control
mixtures, along with other
agricultural knowledge.

Itisreported that in Yinmabin
District, seed maize cultivation
yields over 50 baskets per acre,
with a cultivation cost of about
Ks-500,000 per acre. For sweet
corn, the yield is around 15,000
ears per acre, with a cultivation
cost exceeding Ks-500,000 per
acre.

SK

Kalay District expands sown acreage of plgeon pea th1s monsoon

KALAY September 13

According to Kalay District
Agriculture Department, far-
mers completed cultivation of
pigeon pea on the expanded
sown acreage in Kalay District
of Sagaing Region this year.

For the 2025-2026 monsoon
crop season, Kalay District
planned to cultivate 3,400 acres
of pigeon pea. Planting began in
May this year, and as of today,
3,404 acres have already been
planted.

“This monsoon crop season,
we planned to grow 3,400 acres
of pigeon pea in Kalay District.
As of today, we have already

planted 3,404 acres, which is
above the target acreage. We
are also working to ensure good
yields. Farmers cultivate pigeon
peaboth as a sole crop and as an
intercrop,” said U Aung, Head of
the Kalay District Department
of Agriculture.

This year’s planted areas by
township are as follows: 1,097
acres in Kalay Township, 35
acres in Kalewa Township, and
2,272 acres in Mingin Town-
ship making a total of 3,404
acres.

For the 2025-2026 monsoon
crop season, the planned allo-
cation was 1,097 acres for Kalay

Township, 35 acres for Kalewa
Township, and 2,268 acres for
Mingin Township, totalling
3,400 acres.

According to the respective
township agriculture offices in
Kalay District, farmers grow-
ing pigeon pea are being provi-
ded with field-level technical
guidance on using quality pure
seeds, following proper culti-
vation methods, protecting
crops from pests, and achieving
good yields.

They are also introducing
technologies that combine
the use of urea and gypsum to
help farmers reduce costs on

foliar fertilizers. This combined
application has been found to
lower cultivation expenses,

protect plants from pests and
promote healthy plant growth.
SMK

Farmers grow more than 20,000 acres of sesame in Budalin Township

BUDALIN September 13

A total 0f 20,995 acres of cro-
plands have been placed under
sesame as monsoon crops in
Budalin Township of Saga-
ing Region, according to the
township Agriculture Depart-
ment.

For the 2025-2026 monsoon
crop season, Budalin Township
authorities earmarked culti-

vation of 53,110 acres of mon-
soon sesame. Planting began in
May this year, and as of today,
20,995 acres have already been
planted against the target
cultivation.

“This monsoon season, we
planned to grow over 53,000
acres of sesame in Budalin
Township. So far, more than
20,000 acres have been planted,

and planting is ongoing. We
are working to meet the full
target acreage. Efforts are
also being made to expand ses-
ame cultivation, improve yields,
and promote cultivation using
GAP (Good Agricultural Prac-
tices) methods,” said U Phyo
Wai, Head of the Budalin Town-
ship Department of Agricul-
ture.

According to the township
agriculture office, farmers are
receiving technical guidance
on expanding sesame cultiva-
tion, applying correct farming
methods, adopting GAP stan-
dards, using quality pure seeds,
and choosing high-yield vari-
eties.

Crops grown under GAP
standards are said to have bet-

ter quality than those produced
using other methods, fetch
higher market prices, and have
the advantage of being sold not
only domestically but also for
export. As a result, farmers
practicing GAP are expected
to see greater profitability and
improvements in their socio-
economic conditions.

SK
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Tsunami alert follows 7.4 magnitude Kamchatka aftershock

MOSCOW September 13

A 7.4 magnitude aftershock
struck Russia’s Kamchatka
Peninsula on Saturday, accord-
ing to the Geophysical Service
of the Russian Academy of

warning and putting all emer-
gency services on high alert.
Governor Vladimir Solodov
said the tremors in the regional
capital, Petropavlovsk-Kamcha-

tsky, were felt at around 2:37 am
GMT.

‘All services have been put on
high alert... Specialists have be-
gun inspecting socially signifi-
cant facilities and residential
buildings after the strong
aftershock,” Solodov announced
in a statement on Telegram.

While no serious damage has
been reported so far, officials
have urged residents to remain
cautious, particularly along the
coast.“A tsunami threat has
been declared. We ask everyone
to be especially careful when
visiting Khalaktyrsky Beach and
other tsunami-prone areas,”

the governor said.Russia’s Em-
ergencies Ministry in Sakhalin
said waves up to 0.37 meters
could reach the islands of Par-
amushir and Shumshu in the
Severo-Kurilsky district.

“The waves reaching the
coast will not be very high, but
itis NECESSARY to stay away
from the shore,” the ministry
said in a statement. “Do not
attempt to drive to the coast
to watch the tsunami - it could
be dangerous!”

The aftershock follows the
historic 8.8 magnitude earthqu-
ake that rocked Kamchatka on
July 30 - the strongest in the

region since 1952. That quake
displaced the peninsula by
nearly two meters, lowered parts
of its elevation, and triggered
tsunamis as far away as Japan
and the US Pacific coast.

It also unleashed a wave of
seismic and volcanic activity. The
Krasheninnikov volcano erup-
ted for the first time in 600
years, while Klyuchevskaya
Sopka, one of Eurasia’s tallest
volcanoes, experienced its most
powerful eruption in 70 years.
Scientists recorded a total of
seven active volcanoes in the
aftermath, calling it a rare
“parade of eruptions.”  RT

Trump to meet
Qatari PM in
New York

WASHINGTON September 13

U.S. President Donald Trump
will meet with Qatari Prime
Minister Sheikh Mohammed
bin Abdulrahman Al Thani in
New York on Friday, days after
an Israeli air strike targeted
Hamas leaders in Doha, local
media reported.

Steve Witkoff, Trump's special
envoy, is expected to attend the
meeting, said the reports.

The Qatari Prime Minister
headed to New York after
roughly one hour of talks with
U.S. Vice President JD Vance
and Secretary of State Marco
Rubio in the White House earlier
on Friday, said NBC News.

The meeting in the White
House was described as "very
positive," said the report, noting
that the two sides discussed
Qatar's role in facilitating peace
inthe Middle East and a defence
cooperation agreement between
the two countries.

The Qatari Prime Minister's
visit to the United States came
just ahead of an emergency
Arab summit called by Qatar
following Tuesday's Israeli strike.

Trump said later on Tuesday
that he felt very badly about the
location of the attack and assu-
red Qatarileaders by phone that
such a thing would not happen
again on their soil.

Qatar has accused Israel of
trying to sabotage chances for
peace, but said it would not be
deterred from its role as a
mediator in ceasefire talks
between Israel and Hamas.

Xinhua

While German economy struggles, Berlin plans
billions more for Ukraine

MOSCOW September 13
German Defence Minister
Boris Pistorius requested 10
billion euros (US$-11.7 billion)
more over the next two years for
military support to Ukraine than
was approved by the German
government, German newspa-
per Bild reported on Friday.
Due to this disagreement,
planned contracts with the

Ukrainian defence industry must
now be suspended, and support
measures for the Ukrainian
armed forces will have to be
partially canceled or reduced,
the report said.

According to an official doc-
ument from the German De-
fence Ministry distributed to
Bundestag lawmakers at the
end of August, the ministry

informed the Finance Ministry
in June of the 15.8 billion euros
needed for military support to
Ukraine in 2026 and the 12.8
billion euros needed in 2027.
However, only 9 billion euros
were allocated for both years,
including payments from EU
funds. These 9 billion in military
aid for the coming years did not
meet expectations, the Defence

Ministry said, adding that the
amount initially requested for
2026 and 2027 was "significantly
higher."

Inresponse to the newspaper’s
inquiry, the defence and finance
ministries said that they had
no disagreements regarding
Ukraine's aid needs in the com-
ing years.

Sputnik

Huge anti-immigration rally sweeps London

LONDON September 13

The “Unite the Kingdom” pro-
test drew over 110,000 people,
with nearly 1 million watching
online, organizer Tommy Robin-
son, the anti-immigrant and
anti-Islam activist, said.

The rally filled streets near
Waterloo with Union Jacks, St
George's Crosses, Scottish Sal-
tires, Welsh flags, and banners
reading “Stop the Boats,” “Send
Them Home,” and “Unite the
Kingdom.” Some participants

carried anti-transgender signs,
while one man held a cross
reading “RIP Charlie Kirk,” the
US conservative activist shot
dead earlier this week.

Speeches took place at a
Whitehall stage, with appeara-
nces from figures including
Donald Trump’s former strate-
gist Steve Bannon.

Police deployed around 1,000
officers, reinforced by 500 from
other forces, and created barr-
iers between the rival protests.

- . .’ I ! .
Some officers faced projec-
tiles while keeping the cordon

intact.

Sputnik

Six killed, 4 injured as stone quarry collapses in India’s

West Bengal

NEW DELHI September 13

Atleast six people were killed
and four others injured, two of
them critically, after rocks caved
in inside a stone quarry in the
eastern Indian state of West
Bengal, officials said Satur-
day.

The stretch of stone quarry
collapsed on Friday near Ba-

hadurpur village of Nalhati in
Birbhum District.

Following the collapse, locals,
police personnel and rescuers
from the fire and emergency
department rushed to the site to
rescue workers trapped under
the debris.

"Ten people were moved to
Rampurhat Medical College

and Hospital, where doctors
declared six of them dead on
arrival. The remaining four
are undergoing treatment,"
the official said.

Local media reports quoting
eyewitnesses said workers
were removing stones when
an explosion triggered a colla-
pse of a large section of the

quarry.

The heavy monsoon rain,
which caused waterlogging in
mines and loosened the earth,
might have caused the collapse,
reports said.

Police have registered a case
and ordered an investigation
into the incident.

Xinhua
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Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants

including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives

and property of innocent people.

Unit

33

SA> Youshould do something = it is a good thing to do or the right thing to do.

You can use should to give advice or to give an opinion:

@ You look tired. You should go to bed.

O The government should do more to improve

schools.

@ A: Should we invite Stephanie to the party?

@ B: Yes, I think we should.

@ The man on the motorbike should be wearing a helmet.
You shouldn’t do something = it isn’t a good thing to do:

© You shouldn’t believe everything you read in newspapers.
We oft en use should with I think / I don’t think / Do you think ... ? :

@ I think the government should do more to improve schools.

@ Idon’t think you should work so hard.

@ A: Do you think I should apply for this job?

@ B: Yes, I think you should.
Should is not as strong as must or have to:

@ You should apologise. (= it would be a good thing to do)

@ You must apologise. / You have to apologise. (= you have no alternative)

We use should when something is not right or what we expect:
@ Where’s Tina? She should be here by now.
(= she isn’t here yet, and this is not normal)
@ The price on this packet is wrong. It should be £2.50, not £3.50.
We also use should to say that we expect something to happen:
@ Helen has been studying hard for the exam, so she should pass.
(= I expect her to pass)
@ There are plenty of hotels in the town. It shouldn’t be hard to find a place to stay.
(= I don’t expect it to be hard)

You should have done something = you didn’t do it, but it would have been a good thing to do:

@ You missed a great party last night. You should have come. Why didn’t you?
(= you didn’t come, but it would have been good to come)
@ Iwonder why they’re so late. They should have been here long ago.
You shouldn’t have done something = you did it, but it wasn’t a good thing to do:
O I'm feeling sick. I shouldn’t have eaten so much. (= I ate too much)
@ She shouldn’t have been listening to our conversation. It was private.
(= she was listening)
Compare should (do) and should have (done):
O You look tired. You should go to bed now.

@ You went to bed very late last night. You should have gone to bed earlier.

ought to ...
You can use ought to instead of should in the sentences on this page.

We say ‘ought to do’ (with to):
© Do you think I ought to apply for this job? (= Do you think I should apply ... ?)
@ Jack ought not to go to bed so late. (= Jack shouldn’t go ...)
O It was a great party last night. You ought to have come. (= You should have come)

should 2—» Unit 34 should and had better — Unit 35B
Modal verbs (can/could/will/would etc.)—»Appendix 4

Raymond Murphy
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