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NAY PYI TAW March 7

As a gesture hailing the 2026
81t Anniversary Armed Forces
Day, the National Cancer Center
— NCC was commissioned in
Dagon Myothit (Seikkan) Town-
ship, Yangon Region this morn-
ing, attended by Acting President
of the Republic of the Union of
Myanmar, Chairman of the State
Security and Peace Commission,
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing,
who opened the NCC.

Also present together with the
Senior General were SSPC me-
mber Prime Minister U Nyo Saw,
union ministers, the Yangon
Region Chief Minister, senior
military officers from the Office
of the Commander-in-Chief, the
Yangon Command commander,
international cancer experts,
medical professionals, health
staff, invited guests and officials.

On arrival at the venue, the
Senior General and party were
warmly welcomed by officials.
Prime Minister U Nyo Saw, union
ministers, U Tin Aung San, Dr
Thet Khaing Win, U Myo Thant,
and Chief Minister U Soe Thein
formally opened the NCC by cu-
tting a ribbon.

Acting President of the Re-
public of the Union of Myanmar,
Chairman of the State Security

and Peace Commission, Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing unve-
iled the signboard of the NCC and
posed for documentary photos
together with the attendees.
The Senior General sprinkled
scented water on the plaque of
the new five-storey NCC building.
The Prime Minister; union mini-
sters and the chief minister did
the same.

The Senior General and party
arrived at the new eight-storey
building and sprinkled scented
water on the plaque of the new
treatment ward.

Accompanied by the attendees,
the Senior General looked around
the radiotherapy rooms at the
treatment ward, and looked into
the requirements presented by
the Union Minister for Health
and medical professionals of
the relevant rooms.

The second part of the cere-
mony was held at the meeting
hall of the new eight-storey bu-
ilding. In his keynoted address,
the Senior General said today,
the NCC built with the State
funds was opened, erecting an
auspicious milestone of the na-
tion’s health sector. He expre-
ssed pleasure and honour for
opening the NCC as a gesture
hailing the 2026 81t Anniversary

DAILY EDITION
Acting President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar, Chairman
of the State Security and Peace Commission, Senior General

Min Aung Hlaing graces opening ceremony of National Cancer Center

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing sprinkles scented water on the plaque.

Armed Forces Day.

The Senior General said the
government has been imple-
menting the adopted objectives
to strengthen the foundation of
national future development. In
doing so, it is practically mate-
rializing the objective: promote
national health and education
sectors in all seriousness for
sustainable development of the
State.

Health is the most basic cor-
nerstone for human existence
and human resources develop-
ment as manwillbe abletolearn
and work only if he is healthy.
Can national productivity, social
stability and posterity develop-
ment be enhanced, only if the
people are healthy and strong,.
In this regard, the government
is working with greater momen-
tum to realize the aim: longevity

of the people, disease free life
and health and fitness.

He stated that it is widely re-
cognized that significant health
sector challenges were succe-
ssfully overcome during the
five-year tenure, noting that the
global COVID-19 pandemic was
managed in the first year thro-
ugh a unified effort of the govern-
ment, staff, and the public under

See Page - 21»-»
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the total in public hospitals and
departments under the Ministry
of Health to five radiotherapy
centers, 15 radiotherapy mac-
hines, and four brachytherapy
units. He added that military
hospitals are also providing treat-
ment with four radiotherapy
centers, four radiotherapy ma-
chines, and one brachytherapy
unit. Furthermore, he noted that
the private sector has been
permitted to provide treatment
using advanced radiotherapy
equipment, with private hospitals
now operating five radiotherapy
centers, seven radiotherapy
machines, and four brachythe-
rapy units.

Then, he stated that the Na-
tional Cancer Treatment Center
opened todayis intended to serve
as a One-stop Comprehensive
Care Center for cancer patients,
providing both medical treat-
ment and research capabilities.
He noted that the State allocated
over Ks-34 billion for the five-
story and eight-story treatment

buildings and radiotherapy
rooms, more than Ks-12 billion
for staffhousing, and over Ks-30
billion within the 2024-2025 fiscal
year for three new radiotherapy
machines. Additionally, he men-
tioned that a machine donated
by donors this year is valued
at Ks-19 billion and expressed
his gratitude for the donation.
Priority was given to constru-
ction of rooms for machines
for radiation therapy patients.
Therefore, treatments could be
given to patients even before
the completion of the centre
after installing two radiotherapy
machines in October, 2024 and
another radiotherapy machine
in January, 2025. More than
50,000 radiotherapy and cancer
treatments were given to 1,601
patients, significantly reducing
the waiting time for patients for
treatments. Moreover, since the
completion of the buildings in
July, 2025, inpatients have been
admitted to the centre and
treatments to 285 inpatients and
3,805 outpatients were given.

With the completion of the
infrastructures, it is necessary
to take measures to enhance the
quality of treatments in accor-
dance with their standards. I
would like to urge responsible
officials to promote cooperation
with foreign experts, to consi-
stently nurture radiotherapists
who will skillfully operate the
machines and to accelerate re-
search works in cooperation
with the international commu-
nity to establish the National
Cancer Registry.

I'would like to highlight that
however modern and efficient
the machines are, the skills and
goodwill of human resources
who will handle them play the
most important role in succe-
ssful treatments. As cancer pa-
tients may be suffering psycho-
logical impacts of their disease,
healthcare staff are urged to
take care of them warmly out of
family spirit based on their three
inherent personalities such as
goodwill, academic pursuit and
sacrifice and to make concerted

Tatmadaw & Local News 19

efforts to make it a centre trusted
by the people.

As the saying goes, preven-
tion is better than cure, it is ne-
cessary for the people to adopt
healthy lifestyles, to reduce
the consumption of alcohol and
tobacco, to take vaccines for
cervical cancer and hepatitis B
and to identify diseases at the
earliest time. Therefore, I would
like to urge all to accelerate
tasks for prevention of cancer
in the entire country by join-
ing the preliminary healthcare
system.

I'would also like to appreciate
the all responsible officials from
the Ministry of Health, Ministry
of Construction and Yangon
Region Government who exer-
ted efforts for successful com-
pletion of such modern build-
ings to provide better healthcare
services to the people. As the
National Cancer Center will
be useful and beneficial for the
people for the long term, it will
remain as an historical milestone
of the Ministry of Health and

I wish all physical and mental
wellbeing to accelerate the
efforts to serve the interests
of the people.

Then, the Senior General and
party enjoyed the documentary
video for the opening ceremony
of the National Cancer Centre
-NCC.

Afterward, the Senior General
accepted the commemorative
gift for the opening ceremony
of the NCC presented by the
Union Minister for the Ministry
of Health.

Then, the Senior General and
family presented cash donations
forthe NCC to the Union Minister
for the Ministry of Health.

Then, the Union Minister for
the Ministry of Construction
transferred documents related
tothe NCC to the Union Minister
for the Ministry of Health, who
returned a certificate of honour
to the former.

Afterward, the Union Minister
for the Ministry of Health spoke
words of thanks for inaugura-
tion of the NCC. 100

Farmers plant canola and niger on more than 7,000 acres of croplands in Tamu District

TAMU March 7

According to the Tamu District
Agriculture Department, local
farmers planted more than 7,000
acres of canola and niger as cold
season crops in Tamu District
of Sagaing Region.

During the 2025-2026 winter
cropping season, Tamu District
has set a target of cultivating
9,320 acres of canola and niger,
according to reports. Planting

began in October last year, and
as of today, 7,992 acres have
already been completed.
“During the winter cropping
season in Tamu District, we
have planned to cultivate 9,320
acres of canola and niger. As of
today, more than 7,000 acres
have already been planted. We
are continuing efforts to ensure
that the full targeted acreage is
achieved. Sesame and mustard

are crops that are cultivated
every year. Niger and mustard
are used both for edible oil and
for medicinal purposes,” said
U Hla Myint, District Head of
the Department of Agriculture
in Tamu District.

This year in Tamu District,
the township-wise completed
cultivation areas for canola and
niger are 3,326 acres of canola
and 75 acres of niger in Myothit

Township, 3,483 acres of canola
and 125 acres of niger in Tamu
Township, and 958 acres of
canola and 25 acres of niger in
Khampak, totalling 7,992 acres,
it is reported.

For the 2025-2026 winter crop-
ping season, the township-wise
cultivation targets in Tamu Dis-
trict are 3,000 acres of canola
and 130 acres of niger in Myothit
Township, 4,870 acres of canola

and 220 acres of niger in Tamu
Township, and 1,050 acres of
canola and 50 acres of niger in
Khampak, totalling 9,320 acres,
according to reports.

In Tamu District, canola and
niger are cultivated on a regular
annual basis. Within Sagaing
Region, these crops are most
commonly grown in Katha and
Kawlin areas.

SK

More than 87,000 acres of chickpea planted in Yinmabin District

YINMABIN March 7

According to the Sagaing Re-
gion Agriculture Department,
local farmers have grown 87,500
acres of chickpea as cold sea-
son crops in Yinmabin District
of Sagaing Region.

For the 2025-2026 winter cro-
pping season, Yinmabin District
planned to cultivate 135,579
acres of chickpea. Planting
began in October 2025, and as
of today, 18,385 acres have been
planted in Yinmabin Township,
2,598 acres in Kani Township,

25,710 acres in Salingyi Town-
ship, and 40,807 acres in Pale
Township, totalling 87,500 acres.

“Yinmabin District planned
to grow more than 130,000 acres
of chickpea during the winter
season, and over 87,000 acres
have now been planted. Efforts
are under way to meet the full
target acreage. Chickpea cul-
tivation has been expanding
year by year. To support higher
yields and better quality, we are
working with farmers by pro-
viding quality and pure seed

varieties, necessary inputs, and
post-harvest handling techni-
ques,” said Dr Tin Mar Mar Oo,
Assistant Director of the Sagaing
Region Agricultural Depart-
ment.

For the 2025-2026 season,
chickpea cultivation targets by
township in Yinmabin District
are: 36,045 acres in Yinmabin
Township, 3,650 acres in Salingyi
Township, 38,783 acres in Kani
Township, and 57,101 acres in
Pale Township, totalling 135,579
acres.

Farmers in the district are
cultivating chickpea varieties
Yezin-8 and Yezin-11, which are
suited to local conditions and
offer good yields. It is learned
that cultivation costs exceed
Ks-300,000 per acre.

During this year’s winter
cropping season, agricultural
officials are cooperating with
farmers across the district to
supply quality and pure seed
varieties, necessary inputs,
and post-harvest techniques
to support higher yields and

better product quality. Exten-
sion activities are also being
conducted to encourage the
use of beneficial Trichoderma
fungi during pulse cultivation.
Sagaing Region is the largest
pulse-producing region in the
country in terms of cultivated
area. With pulses grown as a
major crop—and the possibility
of practicing double-cropping
—farmers in the region rely on
them as an important source

of income.
SMK

Kyunhla Township cultivates over 3,000 acres of winter sesame

KYUNHLA March 7

More than 3,000 acres of winter
sesame have been planted in
Kyunhla Township, Kantbalu
District, Sagaing Region during
this winter crops planting sea-

son, according to the statistics of
the Department of Agriculture
for Kyunhla Township.
During the 2025-2026 winter
crops planting season, Kyunhla
Township has planned to plant

14,033 acres of winter sesame,
and planting has begun since
October last year, and 3,617
acres have been planted to date.

"Kyunhla Township has plann-
ed to plant more than 10,000

acres of winter sesame. To date,
more than 3,000 acres have been
planted," said Daw Myint Myint
Yee, head of the Department of
Agriculture for Kyunhla Town-
ship.

This year, the Township Agri-
culture Department is educat-
ing sesame farmers in Kyunhla
Township on how to expand
sesame cultivation, cultivation
methods, GAP methods, and how
to grow good varieties and high-
yield varieties. SK
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Putin urges end to Middle East hostilities in phone call with Iranian President

MOSCOW March 7

Russian President Vladimir
Putin held a phone conversation
with Iranian President Masoud
Pezeshkian on Friday, urging an
immediate end to hostilities in the
Middle East, the Kremlin said.

During the phone call, Putin
expressed condolences over the

killing of Iran's Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, mem-
bers of his family, representa-
tives of the country's military
and political leadership, as
well as the numerous civilian
casualties as a result of the
U.S.-Israeli armed aggression
against Iran.

Putin reaffirmed Russia's pri-
ncipled position that hostilities
should cease immediately and
that the use of force to resolve
issues on Iran and across the
Middle East must be abando-
ned, calling for a swift return to
political and diplomatic efforts
toresolve the conflict, according

to the Kremlin.

Putin also noted that he has
been in constant contact with the
leaders of the Gulf Cooperation
Council countries regarding
the situation.

For his part, Pezeshkian than-
ked Russia for its solidarity
with the Iranian people in defen-

ding the sovereignty and inde-
pendence of their homeland
and briefed Putin in detail on
the developments in the current
phase of the conflict.

The two sides agreed to con-
tinue contacts through various
channels, the Kremlin said.

Xinhua

New Zealand

military plane
leaves for
Middle East
to assist
stranded
citizens
WELLINGTON March 7

A Royal New Zealand Air
Force C-130J Hercules aircraft
departed from Auckland on
Saturday for the Middle East
to assist New Zealand citizens
stranded amid ongoing conflicts
in the region, according to the
country's Defence Force.

Defence Minister Judith Co-
llins said the government's
immediate priority was supp-
orting New Zealanders in the
Middle East, who continue to
be advised to shelter in place
or take any safe and practical
opportunities to leave.

Consular staff from the Mini-
stry of Foreign Affairs and Trade
are being deployed alongside
two C-130J Hercules aircraft so
they can respond quickly when
conditions allow, Collins said.

One of the aircraft left Auck-
land on Saturday, while another,
already in Asia, is being redire-
cted to support the operation,
she said.

Around 3,000 New Zealanders
are currently registered with
the New Zealand Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and Trade as
living in the Middle East.

Xinhua

Death toll from Brazil’s nursmg home collapse rises to 12

RIO DE JANEIRO March 7
The death toll from a nursing
home collapse in Brazil's
southeastern state of Minas
Gerais hasrisen to 12, the local
fire department said Friday.
The department said that
after the last victim trapped
in ruins, a 77-year-old woman,
was found dead more than 24
hours after the accident, the
rescue work came to an end.
Eight people were rescued
alive from the rubble and nine

others managed to leave the
building on their own before
the collapse.

Preliminary reports indica-
ted that the collapse may have
been caused by human inter-
vention in the building's stru-
cture, according to the local
Civil Defence.

According to the authorities,
expansion work was under-
taken on the property, although
it is still too early to affirm any
correlation between the inter-

vention and the collapse.
Investigation into the cause of

the collapse is still underway
Xinhua

U.S. approves sale of 12,000 bombs to Israel

WASHINGTON March 7

The U.S. State Department
said Friday that it has approv-
ed a possible Foreign Military
Sale to Israel of munitions and
related support services, inclu-
ding 12,000 aerial bombs.

The deal is worth about US$-
151.8 million, the department
said in a statement.

Israel has requested to pur-
chase 12,000 BLU-110A/B gene-
ral purpose, 1,000-pound bomb
bodies, it said.

"The Secretary of State (Marco
Rubio) has determined and
provided detailed justification
that an emergency exists that
requires the immediate sale
to the Government of Israel

of the above defence articles
and defence services is in the
national security interests of the
United States, thereby waiving
the Congressional review re-
quirements under Section 36(b)
ofthe Arms Export Control Act,"
it said.

"The proposed sale will im-
prove Israel's capability to meet

current and future threats, st-
rengthen its homeland defence,
and serve as a deterrent tore-
gional threats," it added.

The package also includes
U.S. government and contrac-
tor engineering, logistics, tech-
nical support services, and other
related elements of logistics
and program support, said the
statement.

Xinhua

At least 4 dead as tornado rips through U.S. Michigan

NEW YORK March 7
At least four were killed
and a dozen more injured as

tornadoes ripped across U.S.

Midwest state of Michigan on
Friday.

Trees were knocked down
and homes damaged as tor-
nado warnings were issued
across the southern part of
the state, local media reported
Friday.

Michigan Governor Gretchen
Whitmer has activated the
State Emergency Operations
Center to "coordinate an all-
hands-on-deck response to se-
vere weather in southwestern
Michigan."

Michigan is not the only state
hit by powerful storms, which
spanned all the way down to

North Texas on Friday after-
noon.

More than 7 million Ameri-
cans faced the highest risk of
severe weather Friday in an
area including the metropolitan
areas of Kansas City, Missouri;
Tulsa, Oklahoma; and Omaha,
Nebraska, according to the
National Weather Service's
Storm Prediction Center. Near-
ly 25 million people were at a
slightly lesser risk in a zone
including Dallas, Oklahoma
City; and Milwaukee, Wiscon-
sin. Xinhua

Iranians gather for first Friday prayers since US-Israel war began

TEHRAN March 7

Millions of Iranians attended
Friday prayers across the
country for the first time since
the US assassination of their
supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali

Khamenei.

Crowds gathered in central
Tehran and other cities to pay
their respects and offer prayers,
as the conflict entered its second
week with no clear end in sight.

The US-Israeli attacks have left
at least 1,332 Iranian civilians
dead and thousands wounded,
Iran’s UN ambassador Amir
Saeid Iravani has said. Tehran’s
strikes haveleft 11 dead in Israel,

while at least six American ser-
vice members have been killed.

RT video footage showed
crowds of men and women dre-
ssed in black, some carrying
Iranian flags. Many worshippers

held portraits of the assassin-
ated supreme leader, chanted
anti-US and anti-Israeli slogans
and waved flags in support of
their government amid the on-
going strikes. RT
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the policy that "nothing is more
important than a human life."
He added that health workers
demonstrated self-sacrifice
and harmony in providing care
during natural disasters such as
Cyclone Mocha in 2023, Typhoon
Yagi in 2024, and the Mandalay
earthquake in 2025, which allo-
wed the country to succeed
despite these hardships. He
concluded that because post-
disaster health issues were pre-
vented, recovery and rehabili-
tation efforts were able to pro-
ceed effectively and rapidly.
He also stated that regarding
the fulfillment of health sector
infrastructure, 25 public hospi-
tals were upgraded within five
years to eliminate the gap bet-
ween urban and rural health-
care and ensure equal access.
He added that 12 new 16-bed
hospitals were opened in rural
areas to provide equitable ser-

vices, and noted that high-
quality buildings essential for
hospitals were constructed, re-
sulting in 41 new hospital build-
ings and staff housing units
being completed during the
five-year period.

Then, he stated that in upgra-
ding the health sector, emp-

toaiqbefnet mi
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Acting President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar, Chairman of the State Security and Peace Commission, Senior General Min Aung Hlaing delivers

the keynote address at the NCC opening ceremony.

hasis is being placed on meeting
Goal 3 of the Sustainable Deve-
lopment Goals (SDG), which aims

hospital during the five-year
period. Furthermore, he added
that arrangements have been

Opening ceremony of the National Cancer Center in progress.

for the long-term development
of skilled health human resou-
rces. He noted that under the
policy "where there is a hospital,
there must be a doctor," 2,649
new doctors, as well as dental
surgeons, nurses, medical tech-
nicians, and public health staff,
were appointed to every public

made for staff to attend local
and international postgraduate
courses to enhance their capacity,
alongside promoting the ranks
of nurses and upgrading nursing
training schools into nursing
institutes.

Later, he stated that the inci-
dence of non-communicable

Tatmadaw News |21

diseases is rising significantly
worldwide, with cancer becom-
ing a major challenge for the

health sector. According to World
Health Organization data, there
were approximately 20 million
new cancer patients globally
in 2022, resulting in about 9.6
million deaths. He noted that
in Myanmar, the estimated risk
of developing cancer before the
age of 75is 13.9 percent, making

i

4

cancer prevention and control
acritical national responsibility.
To reduce mortality rates and
ensure early detection and treat-
ment, the "National Strategic
Plan for Cancer Control (2023-
2027)" has been drafted and is
being implemented as a natio-
nal-level strategy for cancer
prevention, control, and treat-
ment.

He also stated that cancer
treatment involves various th-
erapies such as chemotherapy,
surgery, and radiotherapy, not-
ing that radiotherapy is a vital
treatment for curing the disease
and controlling its spread. He
added that to reduce the waiting
time for cancer patients to re-
ceive radiotherapy, special prio-
rity was given to the necessary
funds for purchasing and insta-
lling radiotherapy machines.
Consequently, he noted that
Myanmar has now increased
its capacity to 26 radiotherapy
machines and 9 brachytherapy
units currently in use for patient
treatment.

He stated that seven new
radiotherapy machines have
been installed in major hospitals
in Yangon, Mandalay, and Nay
Pyi Taw since 2021, bringing

See Page - 19»»

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive
activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.
3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives
and property of innocent people.
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