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Acting President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar, Chairman of the
State Security and Peace Commission Senior General Min Aung Hlaing

delivers address at the opening ceremony of a Forum on The Dawn of a

New State (Trust, Stability & Development)

Acting President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar, Chairman of the State Security and Peace Commission Senior General Min Aung Hlaing delivers an address at the opening ceremony. of
a Forum on The Dawn of a New State (Trust, Stability & Development).

NAY PYI TAW March 13

The opening ceremony of a
Forum on The Dawn of a New
State (Trust, Stability & Deve-
lopment) took place at MICC-1
in Nay Pyi Taw this morning,
addressed by Acting President
of the Republic of the Union of
Myanmar Chairman of the State
Security and Peace Commission
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing,

Also present were Vice Chair-
man of SSPC Vice- Senior Ge-
neral Soe Win, SSPC member
Prime Minister U Nyo Saw,
SSPC member Executive Chief
U Aung Lin Dway, SSPC Secre-
tary General Ye Win 0o0,SSPC
members, union level dignitaries,
union ministers, senior military
officers from the Office ofthe Com-
mander-in-Chief, deputy mini-
sters, Hluttaw representatives,
heads of foreign missions in
Myanmar and representatives,
representative from political
parties, local and foreign ex-
perts, chairs and members of
associations and organizations,
artists and officials.

The ceremony was opened
with the song, “The Dawn of
Myanmar”, honoring the forum.
The Senior General and atten-
dees watched a video clip on
Trust, Stability and Develop-

ment.

Afterward, Acting President
of the Republic of the Union of
Myanmar Chairman of the State
Security and Peace Commission
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
delivered the keynote address.
(Reported on Page-22 and Page
19-).

In his supplementary speech,
the Senior General said he wel-
comed Hluttaw representat-
ives attending the forum. The
government in office was able
to hold a genuine and free and
fair and clean multi-party de-
mocracy general election. The
election had over 54.22 voter
turnout, during which people
actively went to the polls. It
is a pleasure for all that the
MPs elected through genuine
election results truly represent
the people.

All must take into account
means to develop the national
economy. In accord with the
saying, “Only if all basic needs
are met can the people observe
morality”, needs of socio-econo-
mic life must be fulfilled. In
addition, democracy must be
maintained.

The world has many different
kinds of administrative systems,
as countries exercise different

ones, including the multi-party
system, the single party system,
the two-party system. Myanmar
is practicinga multi-party demo-
cracy system, aspired by the
people, and it is also a Union
system based on democracy
and federalism.All must be
aware of the fact that the federal
system the country is exercis-
ing is not based on individuals
or ethnic groups, but on locality.

MPs should base their work
on facts of the 2024 population
and housing census in shaping
the future. All must carry out
their essential duty of education
promotion in all seriousness.
The government is prioritizing
the rural development under-
takings, which call for agricul-
tural technicians, apart from its
education promotion programs.
It is also implementing pro-
grams that disseminate mecha-
nical, agriculture and livestock
science to students attending
basic education high school
classes. In the coming year; the
subjects will also be taught to
middle school students.

The history stands witness to
the country’s high standard of
literature, fine arts, and social
systems of the past. But the
country was weak in preserving,

protecting and relaying them
due to wars, alien invasions,
and wars that broke out through
internal disagreements through-
out the past successive eras.
When the country fell under
colonialism and lost its indepen-
dence, it saw the schemes to
weaken the education sector.
After regaining independence,
peace and stability broke down
as a result of internal armed
strife, and finally, the education
sector was harmed.

MPs must be aware of the
essentiality of education pro-
motion as schools are the only
places that can bring about a
large number of intellectuals
and technicians. Generally,
remote areas and areas where
peace and stability are absent
are weak in education. A study of
the areas where peace and stabi-
lity are ruined shows that con-
flicts bork out in the areas asrea-
soning power is low due to in-
dividual weakness in education.

The country arrived at the
present situation due to the
occurrence of vote rigging at
2020 multi-party democracy
general election. Hence, the
current government made pre-
parations to compile the voter
list correctly and to hold a free

and fair election. Hence, it could
hold an honourable and free and
fair election that produced MPs
elected through the clean votes.

Asthe country’s main economy
is based on agriculture and
livestock, the establishment of
an agro-based industry has
become essential. The govern-
ment is providing support for
technological development of
the country to catch up with the
current age’s speed of develop-
ment. The countryneeds to grow
and produce more industrial
crops to support the work to
set up the agro-based industry.
Cotton crops can be used in
manufacturing cotton, fibers
and textiles, providing much
support for industries. As the
countryisrichin forest resources,
it can produce bamboo pulps
and other value-added goods
from bamboo.

In addition, MSMESs should
manufacture import-substitute
goods and exports, apart from
foodstuff, as it may help reduce
foreign exchange spending and
increase FE income for the
country.An increase in export
earnings will help develop the
national economy. So, collect-
ive efforts must be made to

See Page - 19mm
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sense of patriotism and firm
belief, and regard the three
main national causes upheld
by the Tatmadaw as their own
national responsibility. Sports
competitions among the Tatma-
daw (Army, Navy, and Air), as well
as competitions at the levels of
regional commands, battalions,
and units, are also organized,
with the aim of strengthening
morale through sporting activi-
ties. Efforts should also be made
to foster a sense of love for the
army, loyalty to one’s unit, and
pride in the Tatmadaw. The
Tatmadaw will continue to exist
aslong as the state exists. As ex-
pressed in the saying that “the

Tatmadaw is the mother and
father of the people,” unity and
strength must be built. Every
Tatmadaw member should
possess the fundamental spirit
of safeguarding the state, take
pride in having joined the Tat-
madaw voluntarily, and having
served with dedication and
sacrifice, and strive to become
dependable soldiers whom the
state and the Tatmadaw can
rely upon.

Inthe arena ofinternational re-
lations, while performing duties
as the Commander-in-Chief of
Defence Services between 2011
and 31 January, 2021, made 53
international goodwill visits to
24 countries and studied the

building tasks of amodern army
during the visits, managing to up-
grade the Tatmadaw. Similarly,
since the assumption of the
duties of the Head of State in
February, 2021, I made 12 visits
to six countries and was able to
promote defence cooperation.

Officers and other ranks from
the Tatmadaw were also sent
on 2,892 international visits
including international scholar-
ship tours, international joint
military exercises, forums relat-
ed to armed forces and goodwill
visits, allowing over 7,000 offi-
cers and more than 700 other
ranks to participate in them.
Theywere sent there toincrease
engagement with international
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armed forces and to gain inter-
national experience.
Governments are elected and
will be changing over the desig-
nated tenures but the Tatmadaw;
unlike governments, will not
change and shoulder the duties
handed down on it. During the
assumption of the duties of the
Commander-in-Chief of Defence
Services for 15 years, relentless
efforts were exerted to make it
the only patriotic army, which
is strong, capable and modern.
The Tatmadaw is mainly respon-
sible for non-disintegration of
the union, non-disintegration of
national unity, perpetuation of
sovereignty and safeguarding
the state constitution. Therefore,

all Tatmadaw personnel are
solemnly urged to continue to
improve the image of the Tatma-
daw and the countryby preserv-
ing the noble legacy adopted
prudently and handed down by
successive leaders of the country.

Then, the Senior General spoke
words of appreciation and honour
to Vice Chairman of the commi-
ssion Deputy Commander-in-
Chief of Defence Services Vice-
Senior General Soe Win for his
concerted cooperation in the
interests of the Tatmadaw and
the country during the 15-year
period of assumption of duties
of the Commander-in-Chief of
Defence Services by the Senior
General. 100

ee From Page - 22
develop human resources and to improve infrastructure for the national
development.

One of the main reasons for weak economic development is the lack of skilled
professionals capable of leading the economy. As skills and techniques could be
developed based on formal education, we must prioritize and actively support
education. During our tenure, we studied and identified the needs related to
the number of schools and education personnel, and we established polytechnic
universities to increase the number of skilled youth for the future. Similarly, we
also opened industrial, agricultural and livestock basic education high schools
for the development of the agriculture and livestock sector. I would like to
encourage future Hluttaws and governments to continue supporting education
for the next generation.

Various types of infrastructure such as electricity, transport facilities and inter-
regional network links, and a strong digital communication system are essential
for national economic development, production of goods and trading. Improving
these cannot be achieved by a government alone; it requires the collective
cooperation of local communities, organizations, and Hluttaw representatives.
While the government is responsible for constructing infrastructure, it is also
necessary for all local people to work together to ensure that they are not
damaged, destroyed, or sabotaged by malicious actors.

Esteemed distinguished guests,

When drawing our country’s sustainable development plans, we should
consider economic, security and technological aspects in a balanced manner
across different sectors. In particular, we need to make reforms to align with
the changing global order (New World Order) in the economic sector. We must
reduce excessive dependence on a single market, expand trade relations across
regions, and promote regional economic integration to minimize potential losses
caused by global disruptions. We must also cooperate to strengthen regional
supply chains. If necessary, priority should be given to putting investments in
the sectors critical to national interests and economic security, such as food
security, energy, and technology.

In addition, technology and digital ownership are also key sectors that require
significant investment. Everyone must recognize that technology serves as a
fundamental battlefield in the competitive landscape of the multipolar world.
In particular, artificial intelligence (AD), semiconductors, and cybersecurity are
the technological fields that will play decisive roles in the future.

Because of these characteristics, everyone knows every country is actively
working to not only develop but also enhance their domestic technological
capabilities. In addition, dependence on foreign technologies can be reduced by
supporting research, innovation, and investment in infrastructure while
cybersecurity and data protection can also be strengthened. We, too, must strive
to keep pace with international technological standards and advancements.

Similarly, energy and resource security are additional issues that require
careful consideration. The ability to access and utilize energy, water, and rare
minerals is crucial for long-term stability. We must invest in renewable energy,
nuclear power, and other diverse energy sources. As a precaution against
potential disruptions caused by geopolitics, it is also necessary to ensure the
security of rare minerals and food supplies.

Amid changing international conditions, Myanmar also faces numerous
challenges as well as opportunities. I would like to emphasize that our government
has been systematically carrying out efforts to maintain internal peace, sustain
the flourishing of democracy, and implement transformative reforms. While
ensuring political stability, we are working for the economic development. At
the same time, we are linking economic progress with social development,
promoting greater unity and social cohesion within Myanmar society.

We also believe and hope that Myanmar will receive even greater understanding,
support, and assistance from the international community for its stability, the
flourishing of democracy, and economic development.

Esteemed distinguished guests,

Since economic scholars and experts from China, India, Thailand, and
Singapore are participating in today’s forum, we believe they can provide
significant support in shaping and building the “the Dawn of a New State” of
Myanmar for 2026.

I'would like to express that we highly respect and value the sincere suggestions
and the well-intentioned recommendations shared in this important forum.

In conclusion, we hope that the outcomes of this important forum will help
support the beautiful shaping of Myanmar’s “Dawn of a New State”. In the
near future, together with the new government, Myanmar will reach a new
horizon- a new morning, a new State. In other words, the darkness will fade,
giving way to the bright, golden light of a new era. At this auspicious moment,
may all Myanmar citizens experience unity, harmony, development, prosperity,
and freedom, and let us together build the Democratic Federal Union.

Thank you all.

mm From Page - 18

improve the quality of goods and
increase of the quantity of quality
goods.

All the people in the country
must make actual efforts for
national economic develop-
ment. Consumers, on their part,
should see the difference bet-
ween necessary spending and

wasting, and every individual
should exercise prudency, and
this practice will reduce State’s
financial spending and support
national economic development
to alarge degree. The country
is still in the course of rising
up from the ruins caused by a
natural disaster. So, all must be
the ones who are really working

for national development. The
role of youths and women is
recognized in the endeavours for
progress of the future nation. As
the current forum is important
and meaningful for the future of
the country, all should seriously
take part in it.

The Senior General presented
commemorative gifts to foreign

experts who would take part in
the forum. They then extended
greetings.

Then artists staged an enter-
tainment program, singing the
song “the dawn has come”. The
Senior General and attendees
posed for group documentary
photos.

After the ceremony, the Senior

General and attendees looked
around the forum commemo-
rative exhibition with keen
interest.

Held with four objectives,
The Dawn of a New State
(Trust, Stability & Development)
continues till 14 March, with
the participation of local and
foreign resource persons. 100
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Advancements in military
welfare

I also made efforts to enhance
the educational standards of
Tatmadaw members by opening
Defence Services Educational
Schools, enabling service mem-
bers lacking formal education
to attend classes and achieve
higher educational levels.
Through these Defence Ser-
vices Educational Schools, I was
able to implement measures
ensuring that all serving per-
sonnel received education at
least up to the primary level.
Just as I worked to enhance
the education of serving per-
sonnel, I also emphasized and
implemented measures to im-
prove the educational standards
of both serving and retired Tat-
madaw members and their
families.

From 2011 to 2025, to improve
the education of children from
veterans' families, we provided
monthly stipends, educational
support allowances, and
scholarships according to the
academic year. Furthermore,
starting from the 2011-2012 aca-
demic year, annual awards
were presented to children of
serving personnel, veterans, and
civilian equivalent employees
who passed with Distinctions
(3 ormore subjects), topersonnel
who passed with at least one
Distinction or achieved acade-
mic excellence, to winners of
essay, composition, art, and
cartoon competitions (first,
second, third), and to principals
from Defence Services Educa-
tional Schools with the best exa-
mination results. Regarding the
number of awards presented
from the2011-2012 academicyear
to the 2024-2025 academic year:
there were 487 students with 6
Distinctions, 962 with 5 Distinct-
ions, 1,508 with 4 Distinctions,
1,980 with 3 Distinctions, 2,759
with 2 Distinctions, and 9,404
with 1 Distinction, totalling 17,100
distinction recipients. From
2013 until 2025, I also arranged
annual overseas study tours
for all-round excellence award
winners, those who obtained
5 or 6 distinctions, those who
achieved the highest marks,
and two headmasters from
Defence Services High Schools
and Educational Schools. Up to
now, 271 students have been
sent on these tours.

For Tatmadaw members who
became disabled during their
service for national defence, for
the families of those who died

or were Killed in action, and for
retirees who have completed
their service, we were able to
construct veterans' housing
projects in various regions to
ensure they could live well.

Across the areas of different
Regional Military Commands,
there are 21 sites for high-stan-
dard/affordable veterans' hous-
ing projects. As of 31 December
2025, over 6,800 housing units
have been completed, over 4,000
units are under construction,
and arrangements are being
made to allocate a further 870
units.

He stated that during his ten-
ure as Commander-in-Chief of
Defence Services, new military
hospitals were expanded, and
necessary medical equipment
was provided for the health and
fitness of service personnel and
their families. He noted that to
provide basic healthcare to the
public, military mobile medical
teams were dispatched, and the
river-going hospital vessel(Shwe
Pazun) and the sea-going hospi-
tal vessel(Thanlwin) were de-
ployed to provide treatment. He
highlighted that healthcare ser-
vices for both military personnel
and the public's basic health
needs have been carried out
more extensively since 2011.
Furthermore, he remarked that
the warm welcome and trust
shown by local people toward the
military mobile medical teams
serve as invaluable proof of Tat-
madaw being a force the people
can rely upon.

Furthermore, he stated that
he has awarded honorary titles,
medals, and certificates to mili-
tary personnel and their families
who served the nation and the
military with selflessness and
outstanding dedication, provid-
ing them with the honors they
deserve. He noted that from 2011
to 2025, a total of over 110,000
officers and soldiers were pre-
sented with these honorary
titles, medals, and certificates.

Regarding logistics

He stated that to ensure mili-
tary personnel and their families
can live comfortably, housing
and apartment units were con-
structed according to their re-
spective ranks, and indoor gym-
nasiums and standard football
fields were also built at units,
regiments, and headquarters.
Regarding logistics and tran-
sport, he noted that military-
owned locomotives and railway
carriages were provided to
facilitate the smooth transport
of military goods and to ensure

convenient travel for service
personnel and their families,
thereby establishing a military
railway system. Furthermore,
he added that the allowance
for fresh rations for military
personnel was also increased.
He also stated that the necessary
motor vehicles for the military
were provided and that efforts
were made to ensure that all
personnel from the Army, Navy,
and Air could wear standard
uniforms appropriate to their
respective regions and duties.
He noted that to improve the
clothing and appearance of
military personnel, military
textile and garment factories
were upgraded and opened,
and as a result, significant im-
provements in their uniforms
and attire can now be seen. He
added stated that the military
raincoat factory, military leather
factory, and military textile and
garment factories were up-
graded to produce high-quality
equipment, including boots
and other necessary items for
service personnel. Between
2011 and 2025, 193 new types of
uniforms were expanded for
the entire Army, Navy, and
Air, including 26 sets of cere-
monial uniforms, 30 sets of com-
bat uniforms, 25 sets of cadet
uniforms, and 28 sets of work
uniforms.

Regarding the upgrading of
the Tatmadaw (Navy) and
Tatmadaw (Air)

He stated that in building a
modern military, it is necessary
to be both strong in power and
sharp in capability. Therefore,
in addition to infantry units, he
carried out upgrades for the Tat-
madaw (Navy) and Tatmadaw
(Air). Regarding the Navy, he
noted that during his tenure
as Commander-in-Chief of De-
fence Services, naval vessels re-
quired for the Navy were succe-
ssfully built locally and commi-
ssioned, while additional vessels
were also acquired and supple-
mented from foreign countries.
In carrying out these efforts, the
submarine force was also ex-
panded, and the submarines
UMS Minye Theinkhathu and
UMS Minye Kyaw Htin were
successfully commissioned into
service. He noted that it is the
only militaryin the region capable
of independently designing
and constructing naval vessels
at its own military shipyards.
Furthermore, he stated that the
recently commissioned frigate,
UMS King Thalun, is the largest
vessel among those built locally

using the country's own designs.
He stated that since these
naval vessels could be construct-
ed locally, the country would
be able to better dominate and
protect its maritime territory.
He noted that the successful up-
grading and reorganization of
Tatmadaw (Navy), along with the
enhancement and replenish-
ment of vessels, has allowed for
improved monitoring and pro-
tection of maritime interests
and security. He added that it is
necessary for every individual
sailor to continue working toward
the systematic handling and
operation of the weaponry and
equipment they use to ensure
the security of the nation's terri-
torial waters and the protection
of maritime interests.

The Senior General said that
during his tenure the Tatmadaw
(Air) had replenished the air-
crafts and helicopters required
forits operations. In this process,
transport aircraft and helicopters,
as well as attack aircraft and
helicopters, were replenished on
anannualbasis. The aircrafts and
helicopters acquired this time
are modern platforms with capa-
bilities comparable to those used
by international air forces. The
Tatmadaw (Air) has also been
able to train and produce pilots
with strong individual capabili-
ties. As human resources are
essential for amodern air force,
efforts have been made to up-
grade and train pilots, engineers
and professional soldiers,
including through the use of
simulators for each aircraft type
to strengthen training capacity.
The Senior General added that
the Tatmadaw (Air) should con-
tinue striving to utilize the air-
crafts and helicopters it has
acquired to enhance combat
capability and operational
power, while also contributing
to national and public welfare.
Training, administration, and

efforts to enhance welfare

and morale

Training is a fundamental re-
quirement in building a capable
military. Regardless of how pow-
erful the weapons may be, they
will not be effective if the offi-
cers and other ranks respon-
sible for operating them lack
the necessary skills. Therefore,
in accordance with the motto
“study, practice, and apply;” every
soldier must continuously learn,
conduct regular training, and
put into practice the knowledge
and skills they have acquired.
During his tenure as Comman-
der-in-Chief of Defence Services,
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joint military exercises involv-
ing the Army, Navy, and Air were
successfully conducted. As this
is the era of advancing tech-
nology, joint exercises that are
relevant to modern conditions
must continue to be carried out.
In addition, alongside expand-
ing and strengthening training
for the Tatmadaw (Army, Navy,
and Air), military academic in-
stitutions have also been up-
graded to enable the conferral
of advanced doctoral degrees
in military and related studies.
In terms of administration,
there must be balanced and fair
governance, supported by effec-
tive management and strict ad-
herence to military discipline.
Administrators should demon-
strate strong leadership and a
sense of responsibility toward
their subordinates, ensuring
sound command and admini-
stration. They must also ensure
that each soldier has adequate
living conditions and food, and
that all entitled rights are fully
enjoyed. At the same time, they
should do their best to help re-
solve the personal difficulties and
challenges faced by soldiers.
Regarding welfare, it is not
only about providing money,
equipment, and food to ensure
comfort, but also about ensuring
that subordinates have conve-
nient living conditions, transpor-
tation, education, and healthcare.
It is stated that promotions in
the Tatmadaw are granted based
onlength of service and the skills
acquired during military service.
Monthly allowances are also
provided. To improve the living
conditions of military person-
nel, the monthly allowance of
Ks-30,000 was increased three
times between 2023 and 2025.
In addition, special allowances
have been granted to military
personnel and members of the
Myanmar Police Force who are
carrying out national defence
and security duties, based on
their years of service. The Tat-
madaw is making efforts to pro-
vide for the welfare of military
personnel and their family mem-
bers as much as possible. At
the same time, it is important
to understand the difference
between necessary spending
and waste when considering
individual welfare. Avoiding
unnecessary food and drink
can also help reduce personal
financial expenses.
Regarding morale develop-
ment, all members of the Tatma-
daw should cultivate a strong
See Page - 19»»>
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SSPC Chairman Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing reviews endeavours to shape a modern Tatmadaw from
2011 to 2025 with giving guidance
It is necessary to preserve the noble legacy and continue to uphold and

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing delivers an address at the review meeting on endeavours for building a modern Tatmadaw.

NAY PYI TAW March 13

Chairman of the State Secu-
rity and Peace Commission
Commander-in-Chief of De-
fence Services Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing reviewed
the endeavours to shape the
Tatmadaw to be a modern one
from 2011 to 2025 and gave
guidance at the Thabin Hall of
Zeyathiri Beikman in Nay Pyi
Taw this afternoon.

Also present at the meeting
were Commission Vice Chair-
man Deputy Commander-in-
Chief of Defence Services Vice-
Senior General Soe Win, Com-
mission Secretary Commander-
in-Chief (Army) General Ye Win
0o, Commission member Chief
ofthe General Staff (Army, Navy
and Air) General Kyaw Swa Lin,
Commander-in-Chief Navy) Ad-
miral Htein Win, Commander-
in-Chief (Air) General Tun Aung,
senior military officers from the
Office of the Commander-in-
Chief, officer and other ranks
together with commanders of
relevant military commands,
commanders of relevant mili-
tary headquarters of Tatmadaw
(Army, Navy and Air) and com-
mander of operation commands
through the video conferending.

Serving duties of
Commander-in-Chief of
Defence Services and efforts
to build a modern Tatmadaw

Speaking on the occasion, the
Senior General said that this
meeting aimed to review and
discuss, from his perspective,
the efforts made since 2011 to

enhance the prestige of th

modernize the Tatmadaw and
the measures that need to con-
tinue, as well as to receive guid-
ance on what is required going
forward. From his standpoint, he
began serving as Commander-
in-Chief of Defence Services on
30 March 2011, at a time when the
country hadjust started moving
along a multi-party democratic
path.

Afterbeing entrusted with the
responsibilities of Commander-
in-Chief of Defence Services
with the full confidence of heads
of the Tatmadaw, he has strived
to perform these duties to the
best of his ability. During this
period, he combined the guiding
principles and directives of the
previous heads of the Tatma-
daw with his own experiences
to execute my responsibilities
effectively. He has continuously
focused on the development and
modernization of the Tatmadaw;,
enhancing its capabilities, and
fostering strong relations with
foreign militaries to ensure the
Tatmadaw’s excellence.

The primary duty of the Tat-
madaw is national defence aga-
inst external threats, and histori-
cally; it has also been responsible
for managing internal armed
conflicts. Previous heads of the
Tatmadaw consistently carried
out their responsibilities to serve
the best interests of both the
State and the Tatmadaw. He is
the eighth Commander-in-Chief
of Defence Services, and, follow-
ing the example of his predece-
ssors, he has organized and de-

e Tatmadaw and the nation

veloped the Tatmadaw with the
goal of creating a capable, com-
bat-ready, and modern standard
army able to fully perform the
nation’s defence responsibilities.
Implementation and
enhancement of military
staff functions

The Commander-in-Chief of
Defence Services who served
throughout the eras undertook
tasks with all available forces
within the military to achieve
the cessation of internal armed
conflicts, conduct counter-in-
surgency operations, and repel
foreign invasions. They carried
out major operations capably,
such as suppressing the insur-
gency of the Communist Party
of Burma (CPB) and repelling
the invasion of the Chinese
Kuomintang. During my own
tenure in the military, from
my time as a junior officer to a
senior officer, I served for ex-
tended periods in combat batta-
lions and units, undertaking
national security and defence
duties, and successfully fulfilled
all assigned responsibilities.

In building the military into
a modern armed force, it is
necessary not only to upgrade
infantry battalions and units but
also to enhance the capabilities
and strengths of the Navy, the
AirForce, and the various service
corps. During my time as Com-
mander-in-Chief of Defence Ser-
vices, beyond upgrading the per-
sonnel and weaponry organiza-
tion of the (Army, Navy and Air), I
was able to arrange for the con-

struction of necessary naval
vessels for the Navy ourselves,
as well as their procurement.
For the Air Force, I oversaw the
upgrading and production of
necessary aircraft and heli-
coters, and worked to acquire
modern aircraft and helicopters.
Furthermore, based on experi-
ences gained through success-
ive eras, we undertook the pro-
curement and indigenous pro-
duction of not only necessary
weapon systems but also other
related equipment for the per-
sonnel of the Army, Navy, Air,
and service corps.

During my tenure as Com-
mander-in-Chief of Defence Ser-
vices, to productively utilize the
nation's female workforce, we
began permitting women to en-
list for military service starting
in2014. Previously, women in the
military were only appointed as
doctors and nurses in the me-
dical corps. Subsequently, we
have recruited women for gra-
duate officer courses, computer
diploma courses for sergeants/
corporals/clerk ranks, female
nursing courses, and basic mili-
tary training courses, thereby
productively harnessing the
human resource potential of
women. Currently, over 5,000
women (officers and other
ranks) are capably undertaking
national defence duties on par
with men. A remarkable and
praise worthy achievement is
the successful training of female
pilots and aviators.

Furthermore, to ensure the

nation possesses a respectable
defence capability and security
strength, the People's Military
Service Law, which had existed
since 1959 and was revised in
November 2010, was activated
and brought into force on 10
February 2024, and its imple-
mentation has been carried out.
People's military service per-
sonnel are now participating in
national defence duties from
their respective positions, sacri-
ficing their lives and efforts. We
must recognize their service to
the nation and continue to work
to ensure they receive necessary
support and entitlements.

In my efforts to build the mili-
tary into an internationally
standard force, I continuously
endeavoured to achieve self-
sufficiency in the production
and use of weapons and military
equipment. In establishing a
Standard Army, beyond upgrad-
ing the personnel and weaponry
organization of the Army, Navy,
and Air, I was able to arrange for
the construction of necessary
naval vessels for the Navy our-
selves, as well as their procure-
ment. For the Air Force, I over-
saw the upgrading and pro-
duction of necessary aircraft
and helicopters, and worked to
acquire modern aircraft and
helicopters. Additionally, I was
able to establish a ceremonial
Mounted Cavalry Unit, which now
participates splendidly in mili-
tary parades and national-level
ceremonial welcome events.

See Page - 200>
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A speech to be delivered by Acting President of the Republic of the Union of
Myanmar and Chairman of the State Security and Peace Commission
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing at the opening ceremony of
“Forum on the Dawn of a New State”

(13 March 2026)

Everybody, Mingalaba!

I'would like to extend my warmest greetings and best wishes to all attendees of
today’s “Forum on the Dawn of a New State”, including members of the National
Security and Peace Commission, Union Ministers, Union-level dignitaries,
Hluttaw representatives from various Hluttaws, local and foreign scholars and
experts, and all the distinguished guests with auspiciousness.

Today’s forum was held with four main objectives: to enable elected Hluttaw
representatives to gain a broad perspective on the country’s political, economic,
and social sectors and to anticipate the tasks they should participate in for national
development; to provide guidance on approaches and effective legislation when
drafting laws for the export/import and trade sectors contributing to the country’s
economic growth; to inform those representatives about key considerations
and international code of measures necessary for the development of a nation’s
economic sector; and to facilitate cooperation among Hluttaw representatives
to ensure smooth and effective implementation of the new government’s Plans.

In fact, although this forum has been named “The Dawn of a New State”, it
does not refer solely to a new physical “face” of the country. Rather, I would
like to first clarify that it is intended to signify a new mindset, new people, new
ideas, new landscapes and initiatives, new methods and approaches, new vision,
and new mission.

As everyone knows, when we look back at our country’s Declaration of
Independence, we can see that our national leaders were people who respected,
valued, and safeguarded Independence, valued peace, and were committed to
protecting and promoting world peace.

It can be seen that the Declaration states: “We will uphold the Independence
and integrity of our great nation to the very end. In accordance with being
an independent country, we will observe and adhere to the principles rightly
upheld by all independent nations of the world. Just as we cherish our own
independence, we will respect and safeguard the independence of others.
Because we desire peace, we will join hands with peace loving nations to protect
and maintain world peace. Let it be known that this declaration of ours will be
heard by the entire world.”

It is clear that this Declaration of Independence is not only a guidance and
responsibility for the citizens of the present generation but also a legacy that
future generation of citizens should respect, uphold, and follow. Even though more
than 80 years have passed since Independence was achieved, we all continue
to value, respect, and safeguard Myanmar’s independence and sovereignty.
It is well known that we are also actively participating in efforts to maintain
internal peace and contribute to world peace.

Esteemed distinguished guests,

When looking back at the history of a nation, we must avoid the extreme
optimism and pessimism, and instead analyze and interpret events with objective
outlook based on true situation. Since gaining Independence, some have
described Myanmar’s political journey as turbulent waves, while others have
considered it a long and difficult path. Indeed, the political history of Myanmar
after 1948 has been a mixture of both positive and negative developments. At
one point, it was even noted as having one of the longest-lasting internal armed
conflicts in Southeast Asia.

It can be observed that internal armed conflicts, which began just two months
after Independence, have still not been fully resolved till today. The persistence
of these conflicts can be attributed in part to some armed groups with self-
interest-driven agendas, as well as to weaknesses in the implementation of
national politics, which led to misunderstandings and misaligned beliefs and
positions.

It is necessary for all citizens to recognize that national policy and national
politics are more important than strata, ethnic, or ideological considerations.
Looking at the national policies of any country, one can see that they are
closely connected to their historical paths they have traversed and cannot be
separated from it. I would like to emphasize that our country’s national policy
and national politics are simply what we have always described as the Our
Three Main National Causes.

In reality, every war or armed conflict is never separate from politics, so

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing delivers an address at the opening ceremony of a Forum on
The Dawn of a New State (Trust, Stability & Development).

solutions must be sought and negotiated through political means. Today, political
freedoms already exist in our country. Matters that could not be spoken of
before can now be openly discussed. Hopes that were once unimaginable can
now be pursued, and even dreams that could not be dreamed before are now
attainable. In other words, we have been able to systematically change towards
the democratic system that countries around the world aspire to, bringing in
new politics and new culture. In any case, I would like to say the Tatmadaw
has been able to initiate this democratic system desired by all citizens and has
successfully carried out an important political transition successfully.

We must all strive to integrate the political and economic progress we have
achieved so far with the ongoing efforts to build peace. Although successive
governments have strived to achieve internal peace, comprehensive and lasting
success has not yet been possible due to internal and external disruptions and
delays, as is widely known. In reality, achieving internal peace requires not
only a ceasefire but also efforts to resolve the root causes of armed conflicts.
Therefore, solutions must be pursued through political means. It is important
to continue fostering mutual respect, understanding, and compassion among
ethnic groups, and to walk together on the path of “national solidarity” for the
future of our nation and the next generation. So, we have already invited them
and continue to extend invitation to them.

Esteemed distinguished guests,

The foundation of a nation’s development lies in peace and stability, the rule of
law, the development of human resources, and the existence of infrastructure.
To maintain peace and stability, the Tatmadaw has, since 2012, conducted
nationwide peace talks aimed at achieving the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement
(NCA). Our country is a union where ethnic brethren live together in unity.
Therefore, we are committed to build a Union based on democracy and federal
system. Although we have been able to move towards a democratic system,
weaknesses to maintain democratic practices, lingering dissatisfaction over
past events within various groups, agitation fuelled by political party attachment
and personal cult, and actions that neglected national interests have weakened
peace and stability. I would like to urge all that it is important to learn lessons
from these weaknesses and to build a peaceful and stable social environment.

Only through the restoration of rule of law, justice and social stability can be
ensured. Because the rule of law is essential for the foundation of development,
we must all work together to uphold it. Furthermore, we must ensure the
enforcement of the rule of law and at the same time, we must carry out necessary
reforms to establish good governance must be carried out. Only by taking these
steps can the quality of public services be improved.

Esteemed distinguished guests,
In addition to peace and stability and the rule of law, it is also essential to
See Page - 19 0@
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