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First anniversary of the Mandalay Earthquake marked; Acting President of the

Republic of the Union of Myanmar, Chairman of the State Security and Peace
Commission, Senior General Min Aung Hlaing delivers address and presents
honorary medals to internal and external organizations in recognition of their
participation in earthquake response undertakings
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A ceremony to mark the first
anniversary of the Mandalay
Earthquake was held at MICC-1
here this afternoon, addressed
by Acting President of the Re-
public of the Union of Myanmar;
Chairman of the State Security
and Peace Commission, Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing, who
presented honorary medals to
internal and external organi-
zations in recognition of their
participation in earthquake
response undertakings.

Also present at the ceremony
were SSPC Vice Chairman Vice-
Senior General Soe Win,SSPC
member Prime Minister U Nyo
Saw,Executive Chief U Aung Lin
Dway, SSPC Secretary General
Ye Win Oo,SSPC members, union
level dignitaries and union mini-
sters,senior military officers from
the Office of the Commander-
in-Chief, the Nay Pyi Taw Com-
mand commander; deputy mini-
sters, ambassadors, represen-
tatives and military attaches of
the countries/organizations that
took part in providing search

R 3 %
o e

)8

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing delivers an address at the ceremony:.

and rescue operations, health-
care and aids amidst the loss
and destruction caused by the
earthquake, officials of Tatma-
daw, Myanmar Police Force, fire
services, and developer orga-
nizations that took part in earth
response undertakings, depart-
mental personnel, ministry offi-

(a e

cials, officials of UN and INGOs,
well-wishers who made donat-
ions for search and rescue opera-
tions and reconstruction and
rehabilitation activities.
First, a one-minute silence
was observed in recognition and
sympathy and as a show of pay-
ing tribute with abow for the loss
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oflife and property caused by the
massive Mandalay earthquake
that jolted on 28 March 2025.
In his address, the Senior Ge-
neral stated that the ceremony
was held to commemorate the
sorrows of those who lost lives
and property during the massive
magnitude 7.7 earthquake that
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Acting President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar, Chairman of the State Security and Peace Commission,
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing presents honorary medals to a donor.
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jolted Mandalay a year ago on 28
March 2025, as well as to high-
light ongoing rehabilitation
activities.

A total of 3,818 persons died
across ten regions and states;
five went missing, 5,104 were
wounded, and 162,563 households
(or 424,063 persons) were affect-
ed. Additionally, 279,111 people
were temporarily displaced, with
total losses exceeding Ks-7,979
billion. The earthquake serves
as a hard-earned lesson for
Myanmar, as the state faced
immense losses, and the social
and economic suffering of indi-
viduals and families was severe.

The Senior General noted that
soon after the quake struck, he
surveyed the affected areas
and witnessed a great deal of
destruction. In this regard, a
state of emergency was declared
immediately in the earthquake-
hit areas of Sagaing Region,
Mandalay Region, Magway Re-
gion, Shan State, Nay Pyi Taw
Council Area, and Bago Region,
while search, rescue, and relief

See Page - 19 0@
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aid were invited from both inter-
nal and external sources.

Consequently, humanitarian
assistance from domestic and
international donors arrived
continuously by sea, land, and
air. A total of 2,661.321 tons of aid
arrived from the People’s Re-
public of China, the Russian Fe-
deration, India, Belarus, Bangla-
desh, Brazil, Brunei, Indonesia,
Japan, Laos, Malaysia, Nepal,
Pakistan, organizations in Sin-
gapore, Sri Lanka, Thailand, the
UAE, Venezuela, Vietnam, and
associations such as the AHA
Centre. The government dis-
patched all aid to the affected
areas in a timely manner.

Prefabricated offices and
houses, fuel for response acti-
vities, emergency surgical thea-
ters, and medicines donated by
the PRC were also systemati-
cally distributed.

A total of 1,935 rescuers and
845 healthcare professionals and
physicians from 25 countries
worked in the affected areas.
Alongside international teams,
members of the Myanmar Fire
Services Department, the Myan-
mar Police Force, the Tatmadaw;,
Red Cross members, and social
organizations carried out ener-
getic and daring operations, sav-
ing the lives of 653 people trapped
inside collapsed buildings.

The loving-kindness, goodwill,
courage, unity, and perseverance
demonstrated by the people
during relief operations stand
as the country’s greatest and
most honorable national assets.
The Senior General expressed
his pride in those who showed
courage and endurance to sur-
vive amidst life-threatening
conditions. On behalf of the State
and the survivors, he thanked
the international teams and
local personnel for conducting
rescue operations at the risk of
their own lives.

The Disaster Management
Centre (DMC) was opened on the
evening of 28 March 2025 and has
been carrying out emergency
response and rehabilitation
activities day and night with full
effort. The State has prioritized
the rescue of trapped persons,

the provision of shelter before
the monsoon, the fulfillment of
basic needs, and the restoration
of communication, electricity,
water, and healthcare services.

He stated that the state pro-
vided support to the families of
those deceased in the Mandalay
earthquake at a rate of Ks-1 mill-
ion per person, while also pro-
viding over Ks-1,600 billion in
cash and construction materials
for the injured and for damaged
public housing. Additionally,
over Ks-3,421.957 billion was
provided from the National Di-
saster Management Fund for
the renovation and reconstruct-
ion of religious buildings, go-
vernment offices, staff housing,
education and health infrastruc-
ture, and religious and cultural
heritage sites.

He also stated that the state
is implementing short-term and
long-term plans for rehabilitat-
ion tasks, prioritizing recovery
efforts that result in better con-
ditions than before and ensur-
ing that no one is left behind.
Accordingly, a guiding founda-
tion was established to operate
based on three strategic pillars:
humanitarian assistance and
social protection, the recon-
struction of infrastructure, and
the revitalization of the economy
along with resilient and inclusive
reforms.

Meanwhile, a review and dis-
cussion forum on the recovery
and rehabilitation of the Myan-
mar economy following the
earthquake was held. The for-
um identified and discussed
methods and opportunities to
help businesses impacted by
the major Mandalay earthquake
recover and revitalize.

Regarding reconstruction
efforts, investigations revealed
that most fatalities caused by
the earthquake resulted from
the collapse of buildings that
did not comply with engineering
specifications and construction
regulations. Consequently, poli-
cies have been established to
ensure that future buildings are
constructed to withstand up to
a magnitude 8 earthquake. It
is necessary to strictly follow
these policies to ensure that

buildings, roads, and bridges
are better than the original
structures and to develop cities
that are even more advanced
than they are today.

He added that to create and
build a country that is safe and
secure from future disasters, it
is essential to learn from past
losses and ensure that the
construction of buildings, roads,
and bridges meets prescribed
standards, including Building
Codes. Therefore, he urged all
stakeholders involved in the na-
tion's construction sector—in-
cluding relevant departments,
private sector engineers and
architects, investment deve-
lopers, and manufacturers and
distributors of construction ma-
terials—to create and build in-
frastructure that is safe and
secure for the citizens in the
future.

He stated that the state is
implementing earthquake
rehabilitation efforts sector by
sector. To date, approximately
84 percent of these tasks across
various sectors have been com-
pleted, and work is continuing
with momentum. He expressed
his belief that the incoming
government, which will soon
take over state responsibilities,
will be able to maintain this
momentum in continuing the
ongoing earthquake rehabilita-
tion projects.

Also, he stated that Myanmar
ranks 6% according to the World
Risk Index 2025, which calcula-
tes global risk and vulnerability
based on environmental degra-
dation, climate change, and the
adaptive capacity of various
sectors including economic and
social areas. He noted that look-
ing at these factors, itis important
to recognize the urgent need to
effectively integrate disaster
management tasks into every
sector and urged everyone to
strictly follow these measures.

He then stated that during the
five-year term of the military
government, the country faced
the global COVID-19 pandemic
in 2020, Cyclone Mocha in 2023,
Typhoon Yagi in 2024, and the
Mandalay earthquake in 2025.
These natural disasters not
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only caused loss of life and
property among the public
but also hindered the nation's
development.

He noted that although the
extremely powerful Mandalay
earthquake caused physical
and psychological damage and
significantly impacted the nat-
ion's development path, the
strong spirit, resilience, and unity
of the Myanmar people allowed
these difficulties and obstacles
to be overcome to a successful
extent. He firmly stated his be-
lief that reconstruction efforts
will continue to reach a state
even better than the original
conditions.

As the saying goes, a good
beginning makes a good ending,
it is necessary to proactively
carry out tasks for natural disa-
ster risk reduction effectively
from the beginning. Only then,
can the cost for natural disaster
rehabilitation tasks be reduced
by seven folds, according to ex-
perts. Therefore, it is essential
to take disaster resilience and
sustainability into consideration
in future national development
processes without fail.

In doing so, the strength of
the government alone will not
be sufficient and success can be
achieved only through collective
cooperation. Therefore, the
people are urged to join hands
with the government to over-
come hardships by upholding
the same will as the resilience
they nurtured through the spirit
of "We are stronger, We are
together;" to overcome various
hardships during natural
disasters, at the journey to
open a new page for the future
country.

Then, the Senior General
urged all to build a resilient, sus-
tainable and developed country
by encountering various dangers
and hardships including natural
disasters in the future through
unity and cooperation and pray-
ed for all earthquake victims in-
cluding monks and laypersons
freedom from various disasters
for the country and the health
and happiness of the entire
national peoples.

Then, honorary medals were

conferred on local and foreign
disaster response teams during
the earthquake and the Senior
General presented honorary
medals for Tatmadaw personnel
who participated in disaster
response operations to a senior
military officer, for Chinese
disaster response teams to the
Chinese Ambassador to Myan-
mar, for Russian disaster re-
sponse teams to the Ambassador
of the Russian Federation to
Myanmar and for Indian disaster
response teams to the Indian
Ambassador to Myanmar.

Afterward, Vice-Senior Gene-
ral Soe Win presented honorary
medals for Nepal disaster re-
sponse teams to the Ambas-
sador of Nepal, for Brazilian
disaster response teams to
the Brazilian Ambassador to
Myanmar, for UAE disaster
response teams to the UAE Am-
bassador to Myanmar and for
Sri Lankan disaster response
teams to the Ambassador of the
Sri Lanka Democratic Socialist
Republic.

Afterward, member of the
commission Prime Minister
U Nyo Saw, Executive Chief
U Aung Lin Dway, secretary of
the commission General Ye Win
00 and member of the commi-
ssion Union Minister for Defence
General Maung Maung Aye
presented honorary medals
for relief teams from various
countries that participated in
the relief efforts to relevant am-
bassadors, charge de affaires
and military attaches and for
the Myanmar Police Force, the
Myanmar Earthquake Commi-
ttee, the Myanmar Engineering
Council, the Fire Services De-
partment, the Myanmar Engin-
eering Society and Myanmar
Geosciences Association.

Then, the Senior General and
attendees watched the docu-
mentary video clip for the first
anniversary of the earthquake.

Afterward, the Senior General
cordially greeted the attendees.

Afterthe ceremony, the Senior
General and attendees observ-
ed the documentary photo-
graphs for earthquake response
efforts and exhibition booths
of ministries. 100

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive
activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.
3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives
and property of innocent people.
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Thailand secures safe Hormuz Strait passage for vessels

BANGKOK March 28
Thailand has successfully
secured safe passage for its
oil tankers through the Strait
of Hormuz following diplomatic

coordination with regional par-
tners, helping ease concerns
over potential energy supply
disruptions amid the ongoing
tensions in the Middle East,

according to the government’s
public relations department.
According to the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs (MFA), Thailand
has engaged in direct diplo-

matic communication to clarify
that Thai vessels are not involved
in the conflict since the Thai
cargo ship Mayuree Naree
came under attack on March
11 while sailing in the Strait of
Hormuz, leaving three crew
members unaccounted for.

The MFA also requested safe
navigation through the strate-
gic waterway, while Iranian aut-
horities subsequently acknow-
ledged the request and asked for
details of the vessels transiting
the area.

The government is accelerat-
ing efforts to strengthen energy
security amid mounting pre-
ssure from the ongoing global
energy crisis, Thai Prime Mini-
ster Anutin Charnvirakul told
a press conference on Satur-
day.

Xinhua

Floods Kkill 5, destroy homes in Afghanistan

KABUL March 28

Heavy rains and flash floods
have claimed the lives of five
people and injured six others
across several provinces in
Afghanistan over the past 24
hours, according to the official

media Bakhtar news agency
on Saturday.

The severe weather has caus-
ed widespread destruction, with
at least 94 homes damaged or
destroyed. The hardest-hit areas
include the southern provinces

of Helmand, Kandahar, and
Zabul, as well as the eastern
provinces of Paktia and Parwan,
the report said.

In Helmand’s Washir district,
anewly built dam also sustained
damage as water levels surged,

the report added.

Authorities have warned re-
sidents against constructing
homes in riverbeds and flood-
prone zones, emphasizing the
heightened risk during seasonal
rains. Xinhua

Russia, U.S. discuss extending International Space Statlon
service beyond 2028 '

MOSCOW March 28

Russia and the United States
are discussing a possible exten-
sion of the operation of the In-
ternational Space Station (ISS)
beyond 2028, a senior Russian
space official said Friday.

“We have planned for the
station’s operations through
2028. The Americans have
qualified their segments for
operation through 2030,” said
Sergei Krikalev, deputy director
general of Russia’s state space
corporation Roscosmos.

“Discussions are currently
underway regarding a possible

further extension of the station’s
operation to ensure a smooth
transition from one station to
another,” he added.

Krikalev said Russia is not
the only party interested in this
approach. “According to U.S.
plans for the development of or-
bital infrastructure, individual
modules or initial components
of new stations will also be ass-
embled at the ISS and then un-
dock to operate independently;”
the Roscosmos official noted.

In February, Russian First
Deputy Prime Minister Denis
Manturov announced that the

deployment of Russia’s national
orbital station is set to begin in
2028, and that it will become a
key platform for deep space
exploration.

Meanwhile, Ru551a S next-
generation crewed transport
spacecraft is expected to con-
duct its first spaceflight in 2028,
according to Roscosmos. Xinhua

22 migrants die off coast of Greece after 6 days at sea

ATHENS March 28

Twenty two people have been reported dead after a migrant boat drifted for several days at sea off Greece’s island of Crete,
the Hellenic Coast Guard said on Saturday.

Twenty six survivors sending out a distress signal near the island were rescued on Thursday, according to a press release. The
survivors said the 22 people who had died during the journey from Libya due to a lack of food and water.

The survivors reported that they had departed from Tobruk on March 21, each paying smugglers up to 8,660 euros (around
10,000 U.S. dollars). However, the boat lost its course and remained stranded at sea for several days.

Among those rescued, two men from South Sudan have been arrested on suspicion of human trafficking.

Xinhua

»
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At least 9 killed,
12 injured in
mine collapse at
Rubaya mining
site In eastern
DR Congo: local
media

KINSHASA March 28

Atleast nine people were kill-
edand 12 others injuredin amine
collapse in the Rubaya mining
area of the eastern Democratic
Republic of the Congo (DRC),
local media reported on Satur-
day, following a series of recent
deadly accidents in the region.

The accident occurred on Fri-
day at the Gasasa mining site
in Rubaya, where two shafts
suddenly collapsed as artisanal
miners were descending into
underground galleries to extract
minerals, according to the local
media. Some of the injured are in
critical condition, local sources
were quoted as saying.

Rescue operations have been
hampered by unstable ground
conditions and a lack of appro-
priate equipment, a common
challenge at artisanal mining
sites where safety standards
are often minimal.

The Rubaya mining zone has
been under the control of the
March 23 Movement rebel
group since 2024. The area was
reclassified by the DRC govern-
ment since November as a “red
zone,” formally prohibiting
mining and mineral trading.

Rubaya has witnessed repeat-
ed mining disasters. Earlier this
month, amine collapse triggered
by heavy rains claimed more
than 200 lives, including around
70 children. In January, several
shafts collapsed at coltan mining
sites, reportedly Killing at least
200, with some estimates excee-
ding 400, excluding those still
missing.

Local mediareports noted that
the latest incident is not isolated.
Several similar accidents have
been reported in recent weeks
in and around Rubaya, though
exact casualty figures remain
difficult to verify due to limited
access to some areas.

Coltan, or columbite-tantalite,
is the main source of tantalum, a
rare metal used in the production
of advanced electronic devices.
The United Nations estimated
that the Rubaya mines alone
account for about 15 percent of the
global tantalum supply. Xinhua
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14641 Which goes with which?

1 My hair is getting long. aIneed to get it fixed. 1 ... d...
2 I really like this picture. b I'll have to get a new one made. b/
3 The washing machine is broken. cIneed to get my teeth checked. R S
4 I want to wear earrings. d I-sheuld get-it-eut. 4 e
5 Can you recommend a dentist? e I'm going to get my ears pierced. S
6 I've lost my key. fI'm going to get it framed. T,

Use the words in brackets to complete the sentences.
1 Did I tell you about Paul and Karen?
2 Security at the airport was strict.

(WE / QUL DAGS / SEATCH) ...ttt seaseas st s bbbt se s st s s ss s s bbb b b se s et enseessesneas .
3 I've had some good news!

(I/ MY SAIATY / INCTEASE) L ...ttt ettt st s s sttt s e bbb bbb asbe bbb as b b e b b s as b e bbb asse b et ebasasbebebsbasae bt esasanes .
4 Joe can’t get a visa.

(He / DiS aDPLCALION / TEIUSE ) ....cvveeeiriciciriicirisiesisesesisessis st ssessssssassssssessssssssssssesssssssssssssssssessssessssssesssssssssssssssssssssssessssesesses .

Unit

47
>A>  Study this example situation:

You saw Paul yesterday and you want to tell somebody
what he said.
There are two ways of doing this:

You can repeat Paul’'s words (direct speech):
Paul said, ‘I’'m feeling ill’

Oryou can use reported speech:
Paul said that he was feelingill.

PAUL

Compare: _
\ \
direct Paul said, ‘1 feelingill. | Inwritingwe use these quotation
marks to show direct speech.

reported  Paul said that . feelingiill.
When we use reported speech, the main verb of the sentence is usually past (Paul said that ... /
Itold her that ... etc.). The rest of the sentence is usually past too:
@  Paul said that he was feeling ill.
@ 1told Lisa that I didn’t have any money.
You can leave out that. So you can say:
@  Paul said that he was feeling ill. or Paul said he was feeling ill.
In general, the present in direct speech changes to the past in reported speech:
am/is —p was do/does —pdid will —p would
are —» were have/has—»had can —3 could
want/like/know/go etc.—p wanted / liked / knew / went etc.
See also Unit 48A.
Compare direct and reported speech:

You met Anna. Here are some of Later you tell somebody what Anna said.
the things she said in direct speech: You use reported speech:

Raymond Murphy
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