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New Year greetings for 1388 Myanmar Era extended by
President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar Agga
Maha Thray Sithu Agga Maha Thiri Thudhamma

U Min Aung Hlaing to the esteemed national brethren

Esteemed national brethren,
On the auspicious occasion

of the Myanmar New Year; filled |

with blessings and grace, I
would first like to extend my
heartfelt greetings and loving-
kindness to all citizens and

national brethren residing §

throughout the Republic of the
Union of Myanmar as well as

Myanmar nationals living |

abroad and people around the |

world. May you all be free from
dangers and harm, and may
you be blessed with both physi-
cal and mental well-being,.
Today marks the transition
into the Myanmar Era year
1388. As such, just as we, to-
gether with the people, have
overcome the difficulties and
challenges encountered in the
past year, I am confident that
in this New Year as well, we
will successfully move forward
with unity, diligence, persever-
ance, and unwavering strength.
In order for the nation to continue
advancing along the path of a
multi-party democratic system,
we have been able to hold a
free and fair general election
with dignity and success, in
line with our original objectives.
I'would like to respectfully place
onrecord that this achievement
was made possible through
the active and whole-hearted
participation of voters who
cherish multi-party democracy.
On this special occasion of
the New Year, the new demo-
cratic government and Hlut-
taws desired by the people have
come backinto operation, mark-
ing the opening of a new chap-
ter for a renewed democratic
nation. Therefore, starting from
this New Year, the new govern-
ment Ilead will strive to succe-
ssfully implement the aspirat-
ions of all ethnic national bre-
thren and the people, promote
socio-economic development,
achieve durable peace, and ad-
vance national development.
As the Head of State, I would

i |
.

President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar Agga Maha Thray Sithu Agga Maha Thiri Thudhamma
U Min Aung Hlaing extends New Year greetings.

like to affirm that, in accordance
with the provisions of the Con-
stitution and in keeping with
my solemn pledge, I will faith-
fully prioritize and serve the
interests of the nation and all
its people above all else.

In building a future democ-
ratic nation and advancing the
country’s modern development,
ensuring national stability,
ending internal armed conflicts,
and achieving durable peace
are of utmost importance. With
regard to the peace process,
our government has consistently
given serious attention in line
with the provisions of the 2008
Constitution and the agreements
contained in the Nationwide
Ceasefire Agreement (NCA).
However, the goal of peace still
remains distant due to ongoing
conflicts that should not have
occurred. Therefore, taking
into consideration the losses
and damage the country has
suffered as a result of armed
conflicts, I would like to strongly
urge all terrorist armed groups
opposing the State to abandon
the path of armed struggle and

resolve political issues through
political means along the political
path, for the sake of national st-
ability, peace, and development.
Our government will always
keep the door to peace open
and will continue striving to
end armed conflicts and achieve
durable peace. At the same
time, we will continue to uphold
and safeguard the Our Three
Main National Causes as a
national responsibility.
Alongside the building of
peace, we will also strive to
achieve economic develop-
ment, which is a key need of
the country. Given our nation’s
population, traditions and cus-
toms, geographical conditions,
and natural resources, it is
necessary to systematically
carry out agricultural and live-
stock activities and increase
production. Based on this, by
promoting and supporting
micro, small, and medium-sized
enterprises (MSMES) that rely
on agricultural and livestock
products, and by enhancing
the production sector to meet
domestic consumption needs

as well as enable exports, I
would like to emphasize that
development can be achieved
from the individual level up to
the national level.
Esteemed national brethren,
For national development
and stability, the most essential
requirement is the advancement
of knowledge and skills among
all our ethnic peoples. It is evi-
dent from the current situation
that it is difficult for a nation
with a low level of knowledge
to progress and move forward.
Therefore, students and young
people who are the future stre-
ngth of the nation must be
well-rounded, possessing the
five strengths: education, good
health and fitness, strong moral
character, and sound values.
Only then will the future of the
country be able to undergo sig-
nificant transformation and
development under the leader-
ship of capable and virtuous
youth. Itis also crucial for every
individual, and the nation as a
whole, to be both physically
and mentally healthy, and to
possess sound judgment and

rational thinking. We, the go-
vernment, will continue to
enhance the fundamental se-
ctors of education and health-
care. Therefore, I would like to
strongly urge parents, teachers,
and all responsible persons to
nurture today’s youth tobecome
well-rounded individuals—
excelling not only in skills but
also in knowledge—so that
they can become reliable pillars
for the future.

Another important point is
that we must remain vigilant
and carefully assess the dangers
posed by internal and external
influences and destructive
elements that seek to under-
mine national unity in various
ways and bring harm to the
country. These factors are the
root cause of the acts of destruc-
tion and violent unrest occurr-
ing in the nation today. With
the conviction that “the nation’s
strength lies within,” all our
ethnic peoples must work
together to build the country
with patriotism, love for the
nation and its people, and a
strong Union spirit. Therefore,
I would like to urge everyone
to uphold the spirit of unity
expressed in the sayings, “No
matter who tries to divide us,
we will not be divided; we will
always remain united,” and
“Though water may be cut,
it cannot truly be separated,”
and to work together in har-
mony and solidarity to build
a peaceful and beautiful new
nation.

Esteemed national brethren,

With the New Year bringing
new hopes, I would like to urge
all of us to learn from the bitter
experiences of the past and
move forward together in unity
toward a peaceful and prospe-
rous new nation. As the saying
goes, “Unity is strength,” and
Ifirmly believe that if we remain
united, we will be able to over-
come and succeed in the face

See Page - 19»»
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of any challenge. Therefore, I
would like to emphasize that
the participation and coopera-
tion of all citizens—our ethnic

brethren—are of utmost impor-
tance for the future of the nation,
andIdeeply value and place great
hope in this collective effort.
In conclusion, starting from

this Myanmar New Year Day,
I'would like to extend my New
Year wishes to all citizens and
ethnic brethren residing within
Myanmar, as well as Myanmar

nationals living abroad. May
you continue your journey in
harmony and with loving-kind-
ness for the development of the
nation. May you be able to fur-

ther strive for the benefit of

your country, your people, and

your religion, and may you be

free from all dangers and harm.
Thank you all.

More than 1,000 acres of groundnut harvested in Tamu District

TAMU April 18

According to the District Agri-
culture Department, local far-
mers from Tamu District of
Sagaing Region have harvest-
ed more than 1,000 acres of
groundnut so far.

During the winter cropping
season in Tamu District, a total
of 3,244 acres of groundnut were
cultivated. Harvesting of the

groundnut fields began in Jan-
uary this year. As of today, 120
acres have been harvested in
Myothit Township, 370 acres
in Tamu Township, and 857
acres in Khampak Town, bring-
ing the total harvested area to
1,347 acres, with an average
yield of 62.74 baskets per acre.

“During the winter cropping
season in Tamu District, about

3,244 acres of groundnut were
cultivated. At present, harvest-
ing of these groundnut fields
is underway. As of today, more
than 1,000 acres have already
been harvested. Groundnut
cultivation has been successful.
As an oilseed crop, it is in a
good condition, and groundnut
cultivation has been increasing
year by year,” said U Hla Myint,

Head of the District Agriculture
Department in Tamu District.

In Tamu District, about one
and a half baskets of seeds per
acre are required for groundnut
cultivation. The cultivation cost—
including seeds, labour charges,
fertilizers, and pesticides—
amounts to more than Ks-200,000
per acre, and an average yield
of over 50 baskets per acre can

be obtained.

Officials from the Township
Agriculture Department have
also conducted field inspect-
ions, monitoring, and record-
keeping in groundnut fields to
ensure successful crop growth,
prevent pest and disease in-
festations, and keep fields free
from weeds.

SK

Locals harvest all winter butter beans in Kyaukmyaung Sub-Township

KYAUKMYAUNG April 18
All butter beans planted dur-
ing the winter crops planting
season in Kyaukmyaung Sub-
Township, Shwebo District, Sa-
gaing Region have been har-
vested, according to the statistics

ofthe Department of Agriculture
for Kyaukmyaung Sub-Township.

Kyaukmyaung Sub-Township
hasbeen able to plant up to 1,015
acres of butter beans during
the winter crops planting season,
and the fields of the planted

butter beans have been harvest-
ed since January this year. So
far, 100 percent of the acres
have been harvested, with an
output of 18.80 baskets per acre.

“Butter beans are planted in
the winter. The cultivation is

successful. Butter beans culti-
vationis profitable. Butter beans
are grown because it is sold at
a good price, so we are planting
it with great enthusiasm,” said
Daw Khin Win, head of the
Department of Agriculture for

Kyaukmyaung Sub-Township.

In Kyaukmyaung Sub-Town-
ship, local farmers are growing
onlybutterbeans during the rainy
season this year, while some
farmers are growing mixed crops
to earn extraincome. SMK

All plantations of lablab bean reaped in Sagaing Township

SAGAING April 18

All sown acreage of lablab
bean has been harvested in
Sagaing Township of Sagaing
Region, according to the Town-
ship Agriculture Department.

In Sagaing Township, a total
of 3,525 acres of lablab bean
were cultivated during the winter
cropping season. Harvesting
of the planted lablab bean fields

began in January this year, and
100 percent of the cultivated
acreage hasnowbeen harvested,
with an average yield of 16.57
baskets per acre, according to
reports.

“During the winter cropping
season in Sagaing Township,
3,525 acres of lablab bean were
cultivated. At present, all of the
planted acreage has been com-

pletely harvested. To ensure
good yield and quality of the
pulse crop, we cooperated with
farmers by providing quality
and pure seeds, agricultural
inputs, and post-harvest tech-
nology support,” said U Myo
Thant Aung, Township Officer
ofthe Department of Agriculture
in Sagaing Township.

In Sagaing Township, the

Township Department of Agri-
culture has also carried out
awareness and extension acti-
vities to help farmers expand
lablab bean cultivation areas,
improve crop yields, adopt Good
Agricultural Practices (GAP),
and use quality and high-yield
seed varieties.

Crops cultivated using Good
Agricultural Practices (GAP)

generally have better quality
than those grown using other
methods, obtain higher market
prices, and can be sold not only
in the domestic market but also
exported to international mar-
kets due to their higher quality.
As aresult, farmers who adopt
these methods are expected to
gain greater economic benefits.

SK

All onion plantations reaped in Htlgralng Township

HTIGYAING April 18

Statistics of Htigyaing Town-
ship Agriculture Department
stated that local farmers har-
vested all plantations of onion
in Htigyaing Township of Saga-
ing Region.

During the winter cropping
season in Htigyaing Township,
a total of 1,028 acres of onion
were cultivated. Harvesting of
the onion fields began in January
this year, and as of today, 100
percent of the cultivated area
has been harvested, with an
average yield of more than 5,000
viss per acre.

“During the winter cropping
season in Htigyaing Township,
1,028 acres of onions were
cultivated. At present, harvesting
of all the cultivated fields has

been completed. The cultivated
area exceeded the initial target.
We have also helped connect
farmers with markets so that
onions can obtain good prices,”
said U Ko Ko Aung, Head of the
Township Agriculture Depart-
ment in Htigyaing.

The Township Agriculture
Department has been assisting
onion farmers in the township
by facilitating market linkages
to help them obtain better pri-
ces, providing technical guidance
on long-term storage of onions,
and supporting cultivation us-
ing Good Agricultural Practices
(GAP) to ensure better quality
onion production.

Onion farmers reported that
the cultivation cost is around
Ks-1.8 million per acre, while

the average yield per acre is
about 5,000 viss.
In Sagaing Region, onions

are vwdely cultlvated The town-

ships with the largest onion
cultivation areas include Mon-

%
-
#,

Trin, v
ppet

ywa, Ymmabln ChaungU Shwe-
bo, and Myinmu.
SMK
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Iran's supreme
leader says navy
ready to inflict
"new bitter defeats"

on enemies

TEHRAN April 18

Iran's Supreme Leader Mojtaba
Khamenei said on Saturday the country's
navy is ready to inflict "new bitter defeats"
on the United States and Israel, according
to the official news agency IRNA.

He made the remarks in a message
on the occasion of Iran's Army Day,
which falls on April 18, while praising
the Iranian army for its fight against
the "enemies."

Khamenei said during the recent 40-
daywar; Iran's army hasbeen "courageously”
defending the country's soil in tandem
with other Iranian armed forces against
the United States and Israel, exposing
their "weakness and humiliation" to the
world.

He added as the army's drones
"thunderously" hit the U.S. and Israeli
targets, "its brave Navy is ready to give
the enemies the bitter taste of new
defeats."

On February 28, Israel and the United
States launched joint attacks on Tehran
and several other Iranian cities, killing
Iran's then Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei,
along with senior military commanders
and civilians. Iran responded with waves
of missile and drone strikes targeting
Israel and U.S. assets in the Middle
East and tightened control over the
Strait of Hormuz by denying safe passage
to vessels belonging to or affiliated with
Israel and the United States.

A two-week ceasefire was announced
between the warring parties on April
8, which was followed by peace talks
between the Iranian and U.S. delegations
in Pakistan's capital Islamabad.

Citing anonymous Iranian sources,
CNN reported Friday that a new round
of U.S.-Iran talks will be held on Monday
in Pakistan.

This came as Iran's Deputy Foreign
Minister Saeed Khatibzadeh said on
Saturday no date has been set yet for
the second round of the negotiations,
according to the Iranian Students' News
Agency.

He made the remarks in an address
to reporters on the sidelines of the
Antalya Diplomacy Forum, which kicked
off in the Turkish city on Friday, adding
that although progress has been made
inreaching an agreement in the negotia-
tions with the United States, obstacles
still remain.

The deputy foreign minister emphasiz-
ed that Iran accepts no special condition
outside the framework of international
law, and will fulfill its obligations exactly
within that framework.

Xinhua
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Iran restricts Strait of Hormuz passage again, accuses

Greater Tunb

TEHRAN April 18
The Iranian military has once again
closed free passage through the strategic

Strait of Hormuz, citing what it described
as US ‘piracy’
On Friday, Tehran initially declared

the waterway completely open for
commercial vessels for the remaining
period of the ten-day ceasefire between
Israel and Lebanon, prompting a fall
in oil prices on hopes of de-escalation.

However, while US President Donald
Trump praised the news, he said that
the US blockade of Iranian ports “will
remain in full force” until a peace deal
is reached.

According to multiple media reports,
the US has presented several demands
to Iran, including the handing over of
its enriched uranium stockpile. While
Trump claimed that Tehran had “agreed
to everything,” Iranian Foreign Ministry
spokesman Esmaeil Baghaei reiterat-
ed that the Islamic Republic would not
give up the stockpile, which he described
as “as sacred as Iranian soil.”

RT

French soldier killed in attack in south Lebanon

PARIS April 18

A French soldier was killed and three
others wounded in an attack on the
United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon
(UNIFIL) in southern Lebanon on
Saturday, French President Emmanuel
Macron said.

The deceased served with the 17t

Parachute Engineer Regiment, and the
three wounded have been evacuated,
Macron said on social media X.

"The nation bows with respect and
extends its support to the families of
our soldiers and to all our military per-
sonnel committed to peace in Lebanon,"
Macron said.

Allindications suggest that Hezbollah
is responsible for the attack, the French
president added. France demands that
the Lebanese authorities immediately
arrest the perpetrators and assume
their responsibilities alongside UNIFIL,
Macron stressed.

Xinhua

Israel launches strikes on Lebanon after ceasefire

takes effect

MOSCOW April 18

Israel has carried out several strikes
on southern Lebanon since the ceasefire
agreement came into effect, the Israel
Defence Forces (IDF) said on Saturday.

"Since the ceasefire came into effect,
IDF soldiers south of the Yellow Line
in southern Lebanon have identified in
several incidents in which terrorists
violated the ceasefire understandings
by approaching from north of the Yellow
Line toward IDF soldiers, posing an
immediate threat. Following their
identification, and in order to remove
the threat, the Israeli Air Force, together
with ground forces, conducted precise
strikes against the terrorists," the IDF
said on Telegram.

US President Donald Trump said on
Thursday that Lebanese President

Joseph Aoun and Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu agreed to a 10-day
ceasefire starting 21:00 GMT in an effort
to achieve peace. Netanyahu said the
Israeli army would control a 10-kilometer-
deep buffer zone in southern Lebanon

A

and that he did not intend to comply
with any of the demands of Hezbollah.

On Friday, Lebanese news agency
NNA reported that Israel struck a sett-
lement in southern Lebanon, once again
violating the ceasefire. Sputnik

6.1-magnitude quake hits
Kermadec Islands Region -- GFZ

HONG KONG April 18

An earthquake with a magnitude of 6.1 jolted the Kermadec
Islands Region at 10:47:55 GMT on Saturday, the GFZ German
Research Center for Geosciences said.

The epicenter, with a depth of 10.0 km, was initially
determined to be at 31.99 degrees south latitude and 177.88

degrees west longitude.

sources.

Xinhua

New round of U.S.-Iran talks
to be held in Pakistan: media

WASHINGTON April 18
A new round of U.S.-Iran talks will be held on Monday in
Pakistan, CNN reported Friday, citing anonymous Iranian

U.S. and Iranian delegations are expected to arrive in
Pakistan this weekend, said the report, noting that the U.S.
side hasn't confirmed talks are scheduled.

Xinhua
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Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive
activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives

and property of innocent people.

Unit
48

>C > sayandtell
If you say who somebody is talking to, use tell: TELL SOMEEODY |

@ Rachel told me that you were in hospital. (not Rachel said me)
@ What did you tell the police? (not say the police)
Otherwise use say:
® Rachel said that you were in hospital.
(not Rachel told that ...)
® What did you say?
You can ‘say something to somebody’:
® Anna said goodbye to me and left . (not Anna said me goodbye)
@ What did you say to the police?

>D> We say ‘tell somebody to ...” and ‘ask somebody to ..." .
Compare direct and reported speech:

® direct ‘Drink plenty of water,’ the doctor said to me.
reported The doctor told me to drink plenty of water.

@ direct ‘Don’t work too hard,’ I said to Joe.
reported I told Joe not to work too hard.

@ direct ‘Can you help me, please,” Jackie said to me.
reported Jackie asked me to help her.

You can also say ‘Somebody said (not) to do something”:
@ Paul said not to worry about him. (but not Paul said me)

' Reported speech1 —— Unit 47 Reported questions —— Unit 50B

Exercises
481" Here are some things that Sarah said to you earlier:

%lever been to the United States.) %’t have any brothers or sisters)

( Idon’t like fish. ) %has a very well-paid job.)
(ﬂorking tomorrow evening.) (ﬁs a friend of mine)

But later Sarah says something different to you. What do you say?

Dave islazy.

Sarah b /7 You
( N (. But yow said. h A
Dave works very hard. Ut Yyou s e Was lazy.
Let’s have fish for dinner. But ...

I'm going to buy a car.

Jane is always short of money.
My sister lives in Paris.

I think New York is a great place.
Let’s go out tomorrow evening.
I've never spoken to Jane.

O g Uk WK

L )\ )

Raymond Murphy
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