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National Defence and Security Council of the Republic of the Union
of Myanmar holds meeting in which President U Min Aung Hlaing
delivers a speech

President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar U Min Aung Hlaing delivers an address at the National Defence and Security Council meeting.

NAY PYI TAW April 21

The National Defence and Security
Council of the Republic of the Union of
Myanmar held its meeting at the meeting
hall of the NDSC at the President’s Office
in Nay Pyi Taw at 1.30 pm today.

The meeting was attended by Presi-
dent U Min Aung Hlaing, Vice Presidents
U Nyo Saw and Daw Nan Ni Ni Aye,
Pyithu Hluttaw Speaker U Khin Yi, Amyo-
tha Hluttaw Speaker U Aung Lin Dway,
Commander-in-Chiefof Defence Services
General Ye Win Oo, Deputy Commander-
in-Chief of Defence Services Commander-
in-Chief (Army) General Kyaw Swa Lin,
Union Minister for Defence General Tun
Aung, Union Minister for Foreign Affairs
U Tin Maung Swe, Union Minister for
Home Affairs Lt-Gen Nyunt Win Swe
and Union Minister for Border Affairs
Lt-Gen Phone Myat.

Only when the country is stable
and peaceful can the socio-economic
development of the people be
advanced and the nation’s economic
growth be effectively promoted

First, the President delivered an open-
ing address, saying that it was the first
meeting of the National Defence and
Security Council of the government. As
he has already stated during a Union Go-
vernment meeting, the government will
continue efforts related to peace. It is only
when the country is stable and peaceful
that the socio-economic development
of the people and the nation’s economic
growth can be achieved. In maintaining
national stability and peace, there are
two aspects to consider: issues related

to PDF-affiliated terrorists, and issues
related to ethnic armed organizations
(EAOs).

PDF terrorists emerged in the after-
math of allegations of voter fraud in the
2020 multi-party democratic general
election. At that time, the government
in office did not resolve the situation
in accordance with the law, and as a
result, the Tatmadaw assumed State
responsibilities in line with the 2008
Constitution. This led to political disagree-
ments that contributed to their emerge-
nce. When the Tatmadaw began carry-
ing out State responsibilities, those PDF
terrorists initially only engaged in protests
and demonstrations. However, later on,
due to instigation and incitement by do-
mestic and foreign organizations and
individuals who did not wish to see
stability and development in the country,
they chose to abandon political dialogue
as ameans of resolving political issues
and instead adopted the path of armed
violence.

Their adoption of the terrorism path
was attributed to a lack of ability to dis-
tinguish between right and wrong, as
well as insufficient awareness to resist
instigation and incitement from both
domestic and foreign sources. They
entered the areas of certain ethnic armed
organizations that took advantage of
chaotic situations, received external
support, attended terrorism training,
purchased arms and ammunition, and
carried out violent activities. The PDF
terrorists are reported to have committed
acts of sabotage in some areas between

2021 and 2023. Since 2024, they have
begun to better understand the true
positions of the State and the Tatmadaw
and have gradually re-entered the legal
framework. At present, efforts are being
made to continue advancing in accordance
with the multi-party democratic system
desired by the people. Therefore, in the
interest of national stability and peace,
itis necessary to work towards bringing
those referred to as PDF terrorists onto
the path of peace.

With regard to EAOs, there are some
groups that have signed the Nationwide
Ceasefire Agreement (NCA), while others
have not yet done so. In recent periods,
discussions and negotiations have been
held with certain ethnic armed organiza-
tions, and mutual agreements have been
reached. These agreements will be sub-
mitted to the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw for dis-
cussion and approval. It is also observed
that some ethnic armed organizations
are willing to engage in peace talks, while
others are continuing armed activities
for their own interests.

Enhancing the capabilities
and power of Tatmadaw and the

Myanmar Police Force

for national defence
He further stated that, in terms of
security, it is necessary to continue en-
hancing the capabilities and power of
Tatmadaw and the Myanmar Police
Force. He noted that although the Myan-
mar Police Force is responsible for in-
ternal security, Tatmadaw has had to
collaborate with police members to
address and resolve the current situation

in the country. He added that instances
of the military resolving internal armed
conflicts can be seen in other countries
as well.

Also, he stated that there are two types
of police forces: the Armed Force Police
for regional control and the Law Force
Police for maintaining law and order.
He noted that over the past five years,
members of the Myanmar Police Force
have achieved significant success in in-
ternal security and conflict suppression
duties. He added that if systematic train-
ing is provided, the capabilities of police
members will increase even further.
Furthermore, he emphasized the need
to continue work on force building and
capacity enhancement for members
of both Tatmadaw and the Myanmar
Police Force.

Then, he stated that during the current
five-year term of duty, it is necessary to
enhance the capabilities and power of the
Tatmadaw and the Myanmar Police Force
to ensure national stability and peace.
Regarding discipline, he noted that train-
ing must be provided to instill good pra-
ctices. Furthermore, he emphasized that
measures must be taken to ensure dis-
ciplined conduct in daily life and attire,
as well as to eliminate corruption.

Conducting systematic training
to develop capable administrative
organizations

He stated that regarding administra-
tive organizations, those serving at the
ward, village, and township levels, who
are indirect contact with the public, must

See Page - 1900
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be capable organizations that under-
stand the rules, regulations, laws, and
basic administrative principles laid down
by the State. Furthermore, he noted that
these administrative teams must be free
from corruption. Therefore, he empha-
sized the need to conduct systematic
training to ensure they become capa-
ble administrative organizations.
Commitment to Stronger
ASEAN Cooperation

The President reaffirmed in his inau-
gural address his commitment to achie-
ving the highest level of cooperation
within ASEAN. He noted that Myanmar
is actively cooperating on humanitarian
matters and other key areas outlined in
the Five-Point ASEAN Consensus. He
added that the country is facing pressure
driven by misinformation on social media,
while some ASEAN member states are
seeking to address these inaccuracies.
The President emphasized that efforts
will continue to strengthen ASEAN coo-
peration and expressed hope that memb-
ers of the National Defence and Security
Council will engage in collective discu-
ssions and coordinated action.

Participants Present Key
Discussions

During the session, Vice President
U Nyo Saw highlighted the Five-Point
ASEAN Consensus, Myanmar’s ongoing
efforts to achieve internal peace through

various approaches, ASEAN’s humani-
tarian assistance to disaster-affected
areas, and the positive stance of member
states towards Myanmar. Vice President
Daw Nan Ni Ni Aye underscored the im-
portance of capacity building and train-
ing to develop capable administrative
institutions and enhance management
effectiveness.

Afterwards, Speaker of the Pyithu
Hluttaw U Khin Yi discussed on the par-
liamentary podium the status of the Pre-
sident’s invitation for achieving dome-
sticpeace, the need for inclusive dialogues
to attain internal peace, and the necess-
ary conditions for such efforts. Speaker of
the Amyotha Hluttaw U Aung Lin Dway
presented on Myanmar’s focus on inter-
nal stability, peace, and rule of law, as well
as potential parliamentary exchanges
between Myanmar and ASEAN. Com-
mander-in-Chief of Defence Services
General Ye Win Oo reported on regional
military operations, security, territorial
control, law enforcement, future talks
with ethnic armed organizations, the con-
tinuous return of armed insurgents into
the legal framework, anti-narcotics efforts
by region, the fight against online fraud
and gambling, and the honoring of those
who completed their military service by
regional military commands.

Deputy Commander-in-Chief of Defe-
nce Services Commander-in-Chief (Army)
General Kyaw Swa Lin discussed the
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military’s adherence to legal standards
in fulfilling national defence duties. Union
Minister for Defence General Tun Aung
reported on the continuous operation of
military conscription training courses.
Union Minister for Foreign Affairs U Tin
Maung Swe highlighted positive assess-
ments from some ASEAN countries regar-
ding Myanmar’s actual situation and
proposed further cooperative measures.
Union Minister for Home Affairs Lt-Gen
Nyunt Win Swe presented on crime inci-
dents during the Myanmar New Year
Thingyan period compared to previous
years, the formation of regional security
and counter-terrorism teams, drug seizure
efforts, measures to improve the capacity
of ward and village administrators, and
ongoing efforts for local stability and
rule of law. Union Minister for Border
Affairs Lt-Gen Phone Myat reported on
efforts to facilitate the return of tempo-
rarily displaced persons to their original
homes, attempts to permanently close
temporary relief camps, and cross-
border haze elimination activities.
Afterward, the President reviewed
the discussions and made concluding
remarks, sayingit is ademocratic govern-
ment that has emerged after holding
a free and fair multi-party democracy
general election in accordance with inter-
national standards before independent
international observers. While the inter-
national community has faced fuel crises

as a consequence of the current global
political landscape and conflicts, the
country is not an exception. To solve
the domestic fuel crisis, it is necessary
to stockpile fuel and inputs needed for
agriculture and livestock breeding and
manufacturing through various ways
and means in advance.

Itis important to continue to place em-
phasis on combat against online scams
and gambling the country faced in pre-
vious years and to crack down on major
drug production hubs to combat narcotics.

Ininternational relations, the Constitu-
tion 2008 stipulates that the Union pra-
ctices independent, active and non-
aligned foreign policy aimed at world
peace and friendly relations with nations
and uphold the principle of peaceful
coexistence among nations. Therefore,
it is necessary for us to understand the
definition of the provisions of the foreign
policy precisely and to stand firmly on
it in international relations.

In connection with border areas, as
development of border areas is interrela-
ted with the stability of the country and
a major issue, placing emphasis on it
will contribute to peace building. It is
necessary for ethnic armed organiza-
tions to distinguish and understand
development of border areas and peace
processes in order not to confuse them.
After the remarks of the President, the
meeting concluded. 100

Myinmu Township harvests more than 4,000 acres of chickpea

MYINMU April 21

More than 4,000 acres of chick-
peahasbeen harvested in Myin-
mu Township of Sagaing Re-
gion, according to the Sagaing
District Agriculture Departm-
ent.

In Myinmu Township, during
the current winter cropping
season, chickpeas were cultiva-
ted on a total of 14,214 acres.
Harvesting of the cultivated
chickpea fields began in Jan-

uary this year, and as of today,
4,375 acres have been harves-
ted, with an average yield of
18.98 baskets per acre.
“Myinmu Township planted
14,214 acres of chickpeas during
the winter cropping season. At
present, harvesting is ongoing,
and more than 4,000 acres have
already been completed. Chick-
pea cultivation has been in-
creasing year by year. To ensure
good yield and quality, we have

been cooperating with farmers
to provide quality seeds, nece-
ssary agricultural inputs, and
post-harvest technologies,”
said Daw Myat Moe Win, Di-
strict Head of the Sagaing Di-
strict Department of Agricul-
ture.

In Myinmu Township, farmers
select high-yielding and regio-
nally suitable varieties such as
Yezin-8 and Yezin-11 for cultiva-
tion. The cost of cultivating chick-

peas is reported to exceed
Ks-300,000 per acre.

During this winter cropping
season, in order to improve both
yield and quality of various puls-
es, the necessary high-quality
seeds, agricultural inputs, and
post-harvest technologies have
been provided in cooperation
with farmers. Educational and
extension activities have also
been carried out to encourage
the use of beneficial Tricho-

derma fungi during the cultiva-
tion of pulses, in coordination
with lead farmers.

Sagaing Region is the largest
pulses-producing region in the
country in terms of cultivated
area. Pulses are grown not only
as a main crop but also as an
intercropping and multiple-cro-
pping crop, enabling farmers to
cultivate them as an income-
generating crop.

SK

Local farmers reap more than 16,000 acres of chickpea
in ChaungU Township

CHAUNGU April 21
According to the Township Agr-
iculture Department, local far-
mers reaped more than 16,000
acres of chickpea in ChaungU
Township of Sagaing Region.
In ChaungU Township, dur-
ing the current winter cropping
season, chickpeas were culti-
vated on 28,647 acres. Harves-
ting of the cultivated chickpea
fields began in January this
year, and as of today, 16,643

acres have been harvested
against the target, with an aver-
age yield of 20.73 baskets per
acre.

“During the winter cropping
season in ChaungU Township,
chickpeas were planted on
28,647 acres. At present, har-
vesting is ongoing, and more
than 16,000 acres have already
been completed. Chickpea cul-
tivation has increased year by
year. To ensure good yield and

quality, we have been coopera-
ting with farmers to provide
quality seeds, necessary agri-
cultural inputs, and post-harvest
technologies,” said U Tint Swe,
Township Head of the Chaung-
U Township Department of Agri-
culture.

In ChaungU Township, far-
mers select high-yielding and
regionally suitable varieties
such as Yezin-8 and Yezin-11
for cultivation. The cost of culti-

vating chickpeas exceeds Ks-
300,000 per acre.

During this winter cropping
season, to improve the yield
and quality of various pulses,
necessary high-quality seeds,
agricultural inputs, and post-
harvest technologies are being
provided in cooperation with
farmers. Educational and ex-
tension activities have also
been carried out, in coordina-
tion with lead farmers, to pro-

mote the use of beneficial Tri-
choderma fungi during pulses
cultivation.

Sagaing Region is the largest
pulses-producing region in the
country in terms of total culti-
vated area. Pulses can be grown
not only as a main crop but also
as an intercropping and mul-
tiple-cropping crop, enabling
farmers to cultivate them as
an income-generating crop.

SMK
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UK special forces resigning en masse over war crlmes probe med1a

LONDON April 21

Soldiers from the UK’s elite SAS force
are resigning in significant numbers
over fears of prosecution following
human rights investigations into alleg-
ed war crimes, British media reports.

The probe largely focuses on British
special forces operations in Afghani-
stan from 2010 to 2013, as well as miss-
ions in Syria and Northern Ireland.

A public inquiry is examining claims
that troops carried out extrajudicial
killings during night raids, including
the shooting of detainees and unarmed
civilians, and whether evidence was
falsified and senior officers failed to
investigate or concealed wrongdoing.

Members of 22 SAS, the British Army’s
elite special forces unit, have applied for
“premature voluntary release,” multi-
ple outlets reported on Monday, citing

insiders. The exact number of depar-
tures has not been disclosed, though
at least two squadrons (D and G) are
understood to have been affected.

Morale is s**t at the moment,” one
insider was quoted as saying. Another
source described “considerable dis-
quiet” within the regiment.

Lieutenant Colonel Richard Williams
told LBC radio on Tuesday the growing
number of departures from 22 SAS was
driven by concerns among serving troops
that actions during operations could
later lead to investigations or potential
arrest under human rights law.

Last month, it was revealed that 242
special forces troops, including 120
serving personnel, were being pursued
by lawyers as part of human rights
inquiries, according to a memoshared
with SAS and Special Reconnaissance

Regiment associations. The investiga-
tion, which some within the regiment
have labeled a “witch hunt,” examines
UK secret operations, with troops facing
legal sanctions if they fail to comply,
the memo said.

In 2022, a BBC Panorama investiga-

tion identified 54 people shot dead in
suspicious circumstances by one SAS
unit during a six-month tour of Helmand
province, with unarmed Afghan men
allegedly “routinely shot dead in cold
blood” and weapons planted on them.
RT

Russia remains ready to resume oil transit to Hungary

via Druzhba oil pipeline - Kremlin

MOSCOW April 21

Russia remains ready to resume oil
transit to Hungary via the Druzhba oil
pipeline, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov said on Tuesday.

“We have contractual obligations
with Hungary, but after the blackmail of

the Kiev regime began, these supplies
were stopped. It all depends on the Kiev
regime, whether they will open the pipe
and whether they will stop blackmail...
The Russian side remains technologically
ready. We have contractual obligations
with Hungary,” Peskov told reporters.

Russia is in constant contact with the
International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA), including in the context of the
situation in Iran, Peskov said.

“You know that we are in constant
contact with the IAEA, especially since
there are more and more issues in the
critical area, in the problem area, which
specifically concern the IAEA. including
in the context of the war in Iran,” Peskov
told reporters.

Russia will participate in the consul-
tations that will take place as part of the
election of anew UN secretary-general,
Dmitry Peskov said.

“Now everyone is going to have very,
very difficult consultations. Of course,
we will take part,” Peskov told reporters,
commenting on the election of a new
UN head.

The Kremlin knows the head of the
TIAEA, Rafael Grossi, who will nominate

his candidacy for the post of the new UN
head, from a very good side, the official
said, adding that Russia’s position on
the matter is consistent and Moscow
knows many potential candidates, in-
cluding Grossi.

The reports of plans by France and
Poland to hold nuclear exercises confirm
Europe’s aspirations for further mili-
tarization and nuclearization, Peskov
said.

“In this case we need to figure out the
details of which weapons we are talking
about, in which countries. But, of course,
this once again probably shows the
aspiration of Europe in terms of furth-
er militarization and nuclearization —
in terms of nuclear weapons,” Peskov
told reporters, commenting on media
reports of possible nuclear exercises in
France and Poland.

Such aspirations for a further militari-
zation and nuclearization do not con-
tribute to stability and predictability on
the Eruopean continent, Peskov added.

Sputnik

Japan lifts arms
export restrictions
-Cabinet

TOKYO April 21

The Japanese government has am-
ended its arms export regulations,
Chief Cabinet Secretary Minoru Kihara
announced at a press conference.

“Today, at a cabinet meeting, a deci-
sion was made to amend some of the
three principles for arms exports. These
decisions will ensure Japan’s security
in the rapidly changing security situa-
tion around our country. To protect
peace in our country and the region, it
is necessary to promote arms exports
and enhance the defence capabilities of
allied countries,” Kihara said.

Sputnik

Still no formal Iranian confirmation of attending
renewed Islamabad talks: Pakistani official

ISLAMABAD April 21

Pakistan is still awaiting Iran's formal
confirmation of its delegation for the
Islamabad peace talks, the country's
Information and Broadcasting Minister
Attaullah Tarar said in a social media

post on Tuesday.

Tarar said Pakistan, acting as a media-
tor, remains in constant contact with
Tehran and continues to pursue diplo-
macy and dialogue. He said Iran's deci-
sion to attend the talks before the two-

week ceasefire deadline is critical.
He added that Pakistan has made
sincere efforts to persuade the Iranian
leadership to join the second round of
talks, and these efforts continue.
Xinhua

Russia delivers humanitarian aid to Lebanon

MOSCOW April 21

A special flight operated by Russia’s
emergency authorities has delivered
more than 27 tons of humanitarian aid
to Lebanon to assist civilians affected by
the ongoing military conflict, the Russian

Ministry of Emergency Situations said
Tuesday.

The humanitarian cargo included
mobile power generators, food supplies,
tents, blankets, mattresses and pillows,
aimed at supporting displaced and vul-

nerable populations.

The ministry noted that the operation
was carried out in accordance with in-
structions from Russian President Vla-
dimir Putin.

Xinhua
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NAY PYI TAW April 21

A delegation led by H.E.Mr.
Xu Qin, Chairman of the Stand-
ing Committee of Heilongjiang
People’s Congress and Commu-
nist Party Secretary of Heilong-
jiang province, paid a courtesy
call on President of the Repu-
blic of the Union of Myanmar
U Min Aung Hlaing at the Presi-
dential Palace Reception Hall
this morning.

At the call, cordial talks were
centred on fraternal ties along-
side the long-term improvement
in friendship and cooperation
between the leaders of the two
countries, bilateral establish-
ment of a community that stands
together through thick and thin
inaccord with the five principles
of peaceful co-existence, furth-
er promotion of cooperation
between Myanmar and Heilong-
jlang province and between

of the two countries, further
enhancement of cooperation
in multiple sectors including
science and technology, indust-
rial, agriculture, security, tou-
rism, health, culture, youth and
education sectors, opportunities
to develop agricultural under-
takings, jointly manufacture farm
products, develop agro-science
through cooperation, promote
cooperation in the energy sector,
ongoing joint efforts to increase
investment and trade between
the two countries through Myan-
mar-China Investment and Trade
Promotion Association, establ-
ishment of sister-city between
Harbin and Yangon, and further
promotion of cooperation in multi
sectors between Myanmar and
Heilongjiang province.
President U Min Aung Hlaing
and H.E. Mr. Xu Qin exchanged
commemorative gifts and posed

Alsopresent at the call together
with the President were Union
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President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar U Min Aung Hlaing receives
delegation led by Chairman of the Standing Committee of Heilongjiang People’s
Congress and Communist Party Secretary of Hellonguang

President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar U Min Aung Hlaing receives H.E Mr. Xu Qin, Chairman of the
Standing Committee of Heilongjiang People’s Congress and Communist Party Secretary of Heilongjiang province.

for Foreign Affairs U TinMaung  nied by Ambassador of PRC to
Swe, and Nay Pyi Taw Council

Myanmar H.E. Ms. Ma Jia and

Minister for the President’s Office

the two countries, exchange of
visits between high-level leaders

for documentary photos together
with the attendees.

U Khin Maung Yi, Union Minister

Chairman U Kan Myint Than.
H.E. Mr. Xu Qin was accompa- 100

members of the delegation.

Sesame plantations reaped on Kyaukmyaung Sub-Township

KYAUKMYAUNG April 21

According to the sub-Township Agri-
culture Department, local farmers have
harvested all sown acreage of sesame
in Kyaukmyaung Sub-Township of Sa-
gaing Region.

In Kyaukmyaung Sub-Township, a
total of 13,125 acres of sesame were
cultivated during the winter cropping
season. Harvesting of the cultivated
sesame fields began in January this

year, and to date, 100 percent of the
acreage has been harvested, with an
average yield of 14.20 baskets per acre.

“During the winter cropping season
in Kyaukmyaung Sub-Township, 13,125
acres of sesame were planted. At
present, harvesting has been completed
on all acres. Sesame cultivation has
been increasing year by year. Sesame
is mainly cultivated during the winter
season rather than the monsoon season.

As an edible oil crop, it is in a successful
condition,” said Daw Khin Win, Head
of the Sub-Township Department of
Agriculture.

In Kyaukmyaung Sub-Township, the
Township Department of Agriculture
provided awareness to sesame growers
on expanding sesame cultivation,
applying proper cultivation techniques,
adopting Good Agricultural Practices
(GAP), using quality and pure seeds,

and selecting high-yielding varieties.

The crops produced in GAP system
can have higher quality than other
crops and fetch higher prices. More-
over, these crops have favour to secure
foreign market in addition to domestic
market. Hence, the farmers who grow
the crops in GAP can enjoy more bene-
fit from cultivation and higher socio-
economic life.

SK

More than 1,600 acres of black gram planted in Sagaing Township

SAGAING April 21

Statistics of Sagaing Township Agri-
culture Department stated that local
farmers grew 1,675 acres of black gram
as cold season crops in Sagaing Town-
ship of Sagaing Region this year.

During the 2025-2026 winter crop
season, Sagaing Township has targeted
1,910 acres of black gram cultivation.

Planting began in October 2025, and to
date, 1,675 acres have been completed.

“We targeted 1,910 acres of black
gram cultivation during the winter crop
season in Sagaing Township and have
planted 1,675 acres. During the planting
period, we are also conducting field visits
to provide necessary technical assis-
tance, quality seeds, and guidance

on pest and disease prevention,” said
U Myo Thant Aung, Head of the Sagaing
Township Department of Agriculture.

The Township Department of Agricul-
ture is providing farmers cultivating
black gram with technical support to en-
sure access tolocally suitable quality seeds
and pure varieties, correct cultivation pra-
ctices, effective pest control, systematic

use of fertilizers, and improved yields.

During this year’s winter crop season,
in cultivating various pulses and beans,
the relevant Township Department of
Agriculture is cooperating with farmers
to provide necessary quality seeds,
agricultural inputs, and post-harvest
technology to ensure good yield and
quality of pulse crops. SMK

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive
activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives
and property of innocent people.
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