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Large volume of Gutum fish sent to Yangon market

BOGALE May 9

Local fishery entrepreneurs of
Bogale Township of Ayeyawady
Region supplied a large volume
of Gutum fish to Yangon market
said Daw Su Hlaing, the owner
of marine product trading in
Bogale Township.

From Bogale Township, 75,000
viss of Gutum fish were sold
and exported to the Yangon
market.

“During the past month, aqua-
tic products including Gutum
fish from Bogale Township were

- exported and sold to the Yangon
* market. Among these, up to

75,000 viss of Gutum fish were

remains the primary destination
for these aquatic products.

Atpresent, the Yangon market
continues to place orders for
Gutum fish from local produc-
tion, and further orders are also
being made. With large volumes
being shipped, trading has be-
come more convenient, bene-
fiting workers as well,” said
Daw Su Hlaing.

As exports of aquatic pro-
ducts, including Gutum fish, from
Bogale Township to the Yangon
market have increased, em-
ployment opportunities have
improved for freight transport
operators, fishermen, and freight

exported. The Yangon market

workers. SK

All soya bean plantations harvested in Mingin Township

MINGIN May 9

Agricultural data compiled by Mingin
Township Agriculture Department
stated that local farmers have harvested
all plantations of soya bean in Mingin
Township of Sagaing Region.

In Mingin Township, it is reported
that during the winter cropping season,
atotal of 1,942 acres of soya bean were
cultivated. Harvesting of these soybean
fields began in January this year,
and as of today, harvesting has been
completed on 100 percent of the cultiva-
ted acreage, with yields exceeding 15
baskets per acre.

“We cultivated soybean crops on
1,942 acres during the winter cropping
season in Mingin Township. At present,
harvesting has been fully completed
across all acres. We also carried out
awareness and extension activities to
prevent pest infestations. In addition,
we have encouraged farmers and made
arrangements to ensure the availability
of necessary seeds,” said Daw Hayman
Kyaw Win, Head of the Agriculture
Department in Mingin Township.

In Mingin Township, the Township
Agriculture Department has been pro-
viding technical guidance to soybean

farmers, including access to regionally
suitable high-quality and pure seeds,
correct cultivation methods, pest
prevention measures, proper use of
fertilizers, and practices to improve
crop yields.

During this year’s winter cropping
season, in the cultivation of various
pulse crops, it is also reported that
the department worked in cooperation
with farmers to provide necessary qua-
lity seeds, agricultural inputs, and post-
harvest technology training to ensure
good yield and quality of the crops.

SK

75,000 viss of shrimp paste from Dedaye Township
sold well at Yangon market

DEDAYE May 9

Local merchants and businesspersons
from Dedaye Township of Ayeyawady
Region sold 75,000 viss of shrimp paste
to Yangon market said Daw Kethy, the
owner of fish-paste and dried fish trading
in Dedaye Township.

In Dedaye Township, locally produced
shrimp paste (thin shrimp paste) is
mainly exported to the Yangon market.
About 75,000 viss were exported within
the month.

“We are exporting locally produced
shrimp paste to the Yangon market and
other regions. Over the past month, we
were able to export up to 75,000 viss.
Demand from the Yangon market has
been very strong both over the past
month and in the current month. At
present, demand for shrimp paste

2" L L 5 Tl .
";j- i XY e :
has increased and prices have also
risen. As trading activity has improved
again, not only business owners but
also workers are benefiting,” said
Daw Kethy.

In Dedaye, seafood traders purchase

small shrimp caught by local fishermen
from the sea and systematically process
them into ready-to-eat shrimp paste for
sale. The local shrimp paste is currently
priced at up to Ks-28,000 per viss.
SMK
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Farmers reap
100 percent
of butter
bean plantation
in Yinmabin
District

YINMABIN May 9

Local farmers have harvested all sown
acreage of butter bean in Yinmabin
District of Sagaing Region, according
to the regional Agriculture Department.

In Yinmabin District, during the winter
cropping season, a total of 3,894 acres
of butter bean were cultivated. Har-
vesting of these butter bean fields began
in January this year, and as of today,
harvesting has been completed on all
3,894 acres—3859 acres in Yinmabin
Township, 2,828 acres in Kani Township,
and 207 acres in Pale Township. The
average yield was reported at 14.40
baskets per acre.

“During the winter cropping season
in Yinmabin District, butter bean was
cultivated on 3,894 acres. At present,
harvesting has been fully completed
across all acres. Butterbean is cultivated
only in the winter season. The crop has
been successfully produced, and since
it fetches good market prices, farmers
rely on it for cultivation,” said Dr Tin
Mar Mar Oo, Assistant Director of the
Agriculture Department in Sagaing
Region.

In Yinmabin District, during this
year’s monsoon cropping season, local
farmers not only cultivate butter bean
as a main crop but some also practice
intercropping to generate additional
income.

This year, the Township Agriculture
Departments have been assisting
farmers cultivating various pulse crops
by supporting yield improvement,
promoting the use of high-quality and
pure seeds, and providing necessary
technical assistance. They have also
conducted awareness activities on
preventive measures against crop pests
and diseases, including the preparation
and use of natural pesticides, as well as
timely harvesting practices.

SMK
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Betel leave trading boosts in domestic m

KYANGIN May 9

Betel leaves produced by Kyangin
Township of Ayeyawady Region is
booming at the domestic market, said
Daw Aye Thu, a betel leaves and areca
nut trader in Kyangin Township.

In Kyangin Township, locally produced
betel leaves are currently in good supply.
Starting from the second week of March
this year up to the present, demand for
betel leaves has been strong, leading
to active trading. It is reported that
marketable betel leaves produced in
the area are being traded at about 5,500
to 7,000 viss per day.

“Demand for betel leaves has increa-
sed and trading has become more active.
At present, high-quality, clean betel

leaves are selling particularly well in the
local area. Buyers from local markets as
well as nearby regional produce markets
are purchasing in large quantities, which
is driving strong sales. Currently, daily
sales exceed 7,000 viss. Locally produced
betel leaves are found to be pest-free
and of good quality, and yields are also
good,” said Daw Aye Thu.

In Kyangin Township, betel leaves
that are being produced and traded
well are priced at up to Ks-17,000 per 10
viss. These locally produced betel leaves
and other agricultural products are
being transported and sold to areas
such as Hinthada, Pathein, and Laymye-
thna.

SK
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arket of Kyangin Township
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Winter chickpea harvested in Monywa Township

MONYWA May 9

Statistics of Monywa Township Agriculture Department mentioned that all plantations of chickpea has been harvested
in Monywa Township of Sagaing Region.

During the winter crop season, chickpeas were cultivated on up to 16,502 acres in Monywa Township. Harvesting of
these chickpea fields, which began in January of this year, has now been completed 100 percent. It was reported that the
yield reached 16.63 baskets per acre.

“The chickpea crop in Monywa Township this winter season was successfully grown on 16,502 acres. As of now,
harvesting has been completed on all cultivated land. Year by year, chickpea cultivation has been improving. To ensure
good yields and quality, we have been working together with farmers by providing high-quality and pure seeds, fertilizers,
and post-harvest technology support,” said U Soe Thet Aung, Head of the Monywa Township Department of Agriculture.

It was learned that for chickpea cultivation in Monywa Township, the varieties Yezin-8 and Yezin-11, which are suitable
for the region and offer good yields, were selected. The cost of cultivating one acre of chickpeas is said to exceed
Ks-300,000.

During the winter crop season, when various pulses are grown, collaborative efforts with farmers are ongoing to provide
necessary quality seeds, fertilizers, and post-harvest technologies to ensure good yield and quality. Moreover, awareness
and training activities are being conducted to encourage the use of beneficial fungi such as Trichoderma during pulse
cultivation, with outreach being carried out through lead farmers.

Sagaing Region is the largest producer of pulses in terms of cultivated area nationwide. Not only are pulses grown as a
primary crop, but due to the possibility of double cropping, many farmers are growing them as a major source of income.

SK

Businesspersons from Pyapon Township ship large
volume of broken rice to Yangon

-~ — | I ‘:‘:.

rice from the township is mainly exported
to the Yangon market.

“Broken rice from Pyapon is pri-
marily shipped to the Yangon market.
Most of the shipments are transported
by cargo trucks. Demand for broken
rice began to rise significantly from
around the first week of the month. Ware-
house operators have been continuo-
usly exporting it without interruption.
As transportation and sales are pro-
ceeding smoothly without major diffi-
culties, traders are doing well,” she
said.

Broken rice exported from Pyapon
Township to Yangon is currently priced
at around Ks-45,000 per bag (24 pyD). With
the increase in exports, those involved
in the rice and paddy trade—including
traders, warehouse operators, loaders,
and truck drivers—are benefiting from
improved business conditions.

PYAPON May 9

Local merchants from Pyapon Town-
ship of Ayeyawady Region sold a large
number of broken rice bags to Yangon
market said Daw Aye Myint, the owner
of rice and paddy trading depot in Pya-

pon Township.

They sold 65,000 bags of broken rice,
due to high demand offered by busines-
spersons from Yangon market to Pya-
pon’s partners.

According to Daw Aye Myint, broken SK

Local farmers
finish harvest of
groundnut in
Kanbalu Township

KANBALU May 9

Atotal of 82,414 acres of groundnut has
been harvested in Kanbalu Township
of Sagaing Region, according to the
statistics of Kanbalu Township Agricul-
ture Department.

In Kanbalu Township, during the
winter cropping season, a total of 97,977
acres of groundnut were cultivated.
Harvesting of these groundnut fields
began in January this year, and to date,
82,414 acres have been harvested, with
an average yield of 62.38 baskets per
acre.

“During the winter cropping season
in Kanbalu Township, groundnut was
cultivated on 97,977 acres. Harvesting of
the cultivated fields is currently under-
way, and as of today, 82,414 acres have
been completed. Cultivation has excee-
ded the target acreage. Groundnut far-
ming has been successful, and as an
oilseed crop, it is in a strong position.
Groundnut cultivation has been increas-
ing year by year,” said U Myo Zaw, Head
of the Department of Agriculture in
Kanbalu Township.

In Kanbalu Township, about one and
a half baskets of seed are required per
acre for groundnut cultivation. Including
costs for seeds, labor, fertilizers, and
pesticides, the total cultivation cost
exceeds Ks-200,000 per acre. It is repor-
ted that yields can exceed 50 baskets
per acre.

To ensure successful groundnut cul-
tivation, prevent pest and disease out-
breaks, and maintain weed-free fields,
staff from the Township Department of
Agriculture have been conducting field
inspections and keeping monitoring
records.

SMK
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Putin and Fico discuss Ukrainian
conflict during meeting in Moscow

MOSCOW May 9

Russian President Vladimir Putin
and Slovak Prime Minister Robert
Ficohave discussed the Ukrainian issues
during the meeting in Moscow, Kre-
mlin aide Yury Ushakov said on Satur-
day.

The leaders held a meeting earlier
inthe day as Fico is on a visit to Moscow.

"The Ukrainian issue was discussed
among many other issues," Ushakov
told reporters.

During the discussion, Fico informed
Putin that he had met with Volodymyr
Zelensky the other day, the official said,
adding that Fico did not deliver any
messages from Zelensky to Putin.

Sputnik
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Ru551a holds mllltary parade to mark Victory Day
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MOSCOW May 9

Russia held its annual Victory Day
parade on the Red Square on Saturday,
marking the 81 anniversary of the
victory in the Soviet Union's Great Pat-
riotic War.

Addressing troops and guests ahead

of the parade, Russian President
Vladimir Putin said Victory Day is the
country's "sacred, bright and most
important" holiday.

He said preserving the memory of
the events of the Great Patriotic War,
as well as its true history and heroes,

is a matter of honor for the country
and the Russian people, adding that
Soviet soldiers suffered great losses and
made a great sacrifice in the name of
freedom and dignity of the peoples of
Europe.

Putin said Russian soldiers today are
confronting an aggressive force armed
and supported by the entire North
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)
bloc, and they continue to move forward
despite the situation.

The troop march included a contingent
from the Democratic People's Republic
of Korea.

The parade ended with an airshow
over the square.

Following the parade, Putin and
foreign leaders who had arrived in
Moscow for the celebrations laid flowers
at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier at
Alexander Garden.

Russia has held the Victory Day
parade and a series of celebrations on
May 9 annually since 1995.

Xinhua

Frontier Airlines jet hits, kills pedestrian on runway at Denver airport

LOS ANGELES May 9

A Frontier Airlines flight struck and
killed a pedestrian during takeoff late
Friday night at Denver International
Airport in the U.S. state of Colorado,
authorities said.

The incident occurred at around
11:19 pm. Friday local time (0619 GMT
Saturday) as Frontier Flight 4345 was
departing from Denver to Los Angeles,
according to the airport.

In apost on X, airport officials confir-

med that "the pedestrian jumped the
perimeter fence and was hit just two
minutes later while crossing the runway."
Officials said the individual was not
believed to be an airport employee and
had not yet been identified.

The aircraft, an Airbus A321, was
carrying 231 people. A total of 12 people
reported minor injuries and five of these
were transported to local hospitals.

The airport said it has examined
the fenceline and found it to be intact.

Airport officials added that "Runway
17L remains closed for investigation
and we expect it will be open within
the next couple hours."

U.S. Secretary of Transportation Sean
Duffy said in a statement on X that
local law enforcement is investigating
the incident with support from the U.S.
Federal Aviation Administration and the
Transportation Security Administration.

"No one should EVER trespass on an
airport,” he noted. Xinhua

Australia’s far-right party projected to win
first-ever federal lower house seat

SYDNEY May 9

The Australian Broadcasting Cor-
poration (ABC) projected that the far-
right populist One Nation party won a
by-election on Saturday, marking the
first time the party has won a lower
house seat in Australia's federal parlia-
ment.

David Farley, a former agribusiness
executive, becomes the first One Nation
candidate ever elected to the House of
Representatives, the ABC reported.

David Farley beat independent Mic-
helle Milthorpe in the closely watched
race to fill the seat of Farrer, a rural,
agricultural area in the Australian state

of New South Wales (NSW).

He s also the first member for Farrer
who does not represent either the Libe-
ral Party or the National Party, the ABC
said, adding the Liberals have failed to
hold on to the vast rural NSW seat of
their former leader Sussan Ley.

Ley resigned from parliament in
February after being defeated in a
leadership challenge.

Xinhua

6injured, 6 missing
in U.S. attack on
Iranian vessels
near Omani port

TEHRAN May 9

At least six people were injured and
six others went missing in an attack by
U.S. fighter jets on six Iranian cargo and
fishing vessels near Oman's port city of
Khasab, the semi-official Mehr news
agency reported on Saturday.

The vessels belonged to villagers in
Bandar Lengeh County of the southern
Hormozgan province, county Governor
Foad Moradzadeh was quoted as saying,.

Moradzadeh said the injured were
hospitalized, adding that a total of 20
people were on board the vessels at
the time of the strike on Friday night.

On Friday, the official news agency
IRNA reported that at least one person
was killed and 10 others were injured
in a U.S. attack the night before on a
civilian vessel off the Hormozgan coast.

The attack caused the 15-crew cargo
ship to catch fire, and led to the remain-
ing four people going missing, IRNA
reported.

Sporadic clashes erupted on Thursday
and Friday between Iran and the United
States in and around the Strait of Hormuz.

On Thursday night, Iran's main
military command, Khatam al-Anbiya
Central Headquarters, said U.S. forces
had attacked two Iranian vessels, later
identified as oil tankers, near the Strait
of Hormuz and concurrently carried out
airstrikes on civilian areas in southern
Iran in cooperation with some regional
states.

Ebrahim Zolfaghari, the Iranian
command's spokesperson, said Iranian
forces immediately retaliated by attack-
ing U.S. military vessels east of the Strait
of Hormuz and south of Iran's Chabahar
port, causing significant damage.

The U.S. Central Command said in a
statement that U.S. forces had intercep-
ted "unprovoked Iranian attacks" and
responded with self-defence strikes as
U.S. Navy ships passed through the
Strait of Hormuz.

Xinhua
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Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants

and property of innocent people.

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives

Hantavirus at home: Experts reveal risk factors that could expose you

to deadly rat virus - and how to protect yourself
HANTAVIRUS

How It Spreads & Its Effects on Humans

As health officials frantically
try to pinpoint the location of
passengers from the hanta-
virus-stricken MV Hondius,
fears are mounting that the
deadly rat virus could soon
reach Britain.

At the time of writing, three
passengers travelling on the
luxury cruise ship have died,
two cases have been confirmed
and a further five suspected
cases have been identified.

However, many people are
unaware that hantavirus is
already in the UK.

Official guidance released
by the UKHSA yesterday con-
firmed that hantaviruses are
carried by our native rodents
- notably wild mice and voles.

There are also cases of hanta-
virus diagnosed in pet rats, but
this is the Seoul strain which
is not transmissible person-
to-person.

In the UK, hantavirus infec-
tions in humans tend to occur
in places where people and
rodents coexist, most commonly
in rural, agricultural settings.
People can come into contact
with the virus when they come
into contact where rodents might
have nested, such as sheds,
barns and in holiday homes.

Since 2012, there have only
been 11 confirmed human cases
of Seoul hantavirus infection
in the UK, with nine linked to
pet rats or rats bred for reptile
feeding.

Read on for everything you
need to know about hantavirus
in the UK and the necessary
precautions you can take to
keep you and your loved ones
safe.

Location matters

Hantaviruses are present in
rodents such as rats, mice and
voles.

The type of hantavirus you
could be exposed to is depen-
dent on which species of rodents
inhabit the area in which you

WHAT 15 HANTAVIRUS?
Hastviruses are  grou of
nnnnn 1peead 1o Pumant

mruinly through comtact
with infected rodents.

9 Infected feces
become airborne.
When dried drappngs are
sturbed. virus particles
£an become airborne
and contaminate the sk

o Virus contained
in redent feces,
urine, and saliva.
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severe cases.

live.

In the UK, we have the 'Seoul
virus', which is carried by brown
rats and sometimes seen in
pet rats.

In humans, this strain attacks
the kidneys - rather than the
lungs - and if it goes untreated
can cause internal bleeding
and organ failure. However, it
has amuch higher survival rate
than the New World' strains of
the virus found in the Americas.

Poorly passengers on-board
the MV Hondius have the Andes
strain which is 'endemic' in
Argentina and particularly
common in long-tailed pygmy
rice rats.

Whilst only the Andes virus
can spread from human-to-
human, rodents remain the
primary culprits for transmis-
sion.

People who work, play or
live in spaces where rats and
mice are present most at risk
of infection.

Could the Andes
hantavirus strain infect
British rodents?

Dr Michael Head, an expert
in public health research and
epidemiology from the University
of Southampton, told The Phar-
macist that theoretically, infec-
ted rats from Argentina could
reach British shores and interact
with our native rodents.

‘Rats are mobile. They can get
on planes and boats and go to

€) whatation of feces
by human,
Prople become infected
By breathing in air
h contamnated with
A vins paricies

 Pasies,
shortrass of besath,
and in severe cases,
can bead 1o Hantavirus

W you dirvelop flu-ike symptoms afer potertial exponare,
soch medieal stipstion immediately.

other continents. So, thereis a
theoretical risk, he explained.

‘[But] the risk of the Andes
virus becoming imported and
sustained in the UK s extremely
low I would think.

It would need to establish
as host in the rats here, and
it might also need some kind
of competitive advantage to
outweigh the Seoul hantavirus
in order to become the dominant
strain.

'So, the risk to somebody
based in the UK, is as close to
zero as it gets.’

Don't take risks -
wear a mask

When the virus makes the
jump from rodents to humans,
it's often because people have
inhaled the viral spores present
in contaminated faeces or urine.

It's not only wild rodents who
might carry hantavirus.

If a pet rat or mouse has it,
it is possible to become unwell
when cleaning their cage, as
dried urine and faecal matter
can become airborne when
disturbed.

'"The mice shed the virus in
feces and urine, Dr Chris Smith,
a consultant virologist from the
University of Cambridge told
the Telegraph.

'When people clear it up, the
viral particles become airborne
and are breathed in, causing
hantavirus pulmonary syn-
drome.'

As such, experts recommend
spraying any droppings, nests
or signs of infestations with
water before thoroughly clean-
ing and disinfecting the area.

For the same reason, protec-
tive clothing including a mask
and goggles should be worn.

This is because the virus can
also enter humans via the nose,
eyes and mouth.

'"People are usually infected
by hantavirus by breathing in
dust from contaminated areas
such as sheds and garages, or
by direct contact with rodents
or their waste', Declan Lismore,
Superintendent Pharmacist at
Chemist4U said.

This was the tragic fate of
Betsy Arakawa, 65, wife of Oscar-
winning actor Gene Hackman.
US officials confirmed that Ms
Arakawa died from a respiratory
illness linked to the virus.

An environmental assess-
ment of the property took place
a week after the couple were
found dead in February last
year, with an investigation
team discovering nests and
rodents in the outbuildings of
their remote home.

They found rodent droppings,
a live rodent, dead rodent and
rodent nests in three garages
just 45 metres from the main
house. Rodents were also spot-
ted in two abandoned vehicles
and farming machinery in the
grounds of the property.

Traps had been set and the
house itself was 'clean with no
signs of rodent activity'.

Medical investigators conclu-
ded that Ms Arakawa contrac-
ted hantavirus pulmonary syn-
drome (HPYS), a life-threatening
lung condition which can lead
to sudden death.

In its early stages, it can
cause fatigue, muscles aches
and fever - symptoms which
are easily mistaken for the
flu.

Around half of patients will

also experience headache, diz-
ziness, chills and gastrointestinal
issues such as nausea, vomiting,
diarrhoea and abdominal pain.

Four to ten days after this
initial phase, more distinct and
severe symptoms appear.

These include coughing and
shortness of breath. Some
patients may also experience
tightness in the chest, as the
lungs fill with fluid.

Around 40 percent of patients
who experience these symp-
toms will die from respiratory
complications.

Dr Smith added that rodents
who are infected are infected
for life - but animals don't tend
to show symptoms.

It is more common in wild
rodents, who can pick up the
virus in breeding areas.

Because the virus is present
in the saliva and the space
around the teeth it can also
be spread through coughing,
sneezing and Kkissing,.

But experts maintain the
risk of human transmission is
still very low for people who
have not been in contact with
an infected person.

Until the latest outbreak, ex-
perts believed it was very unli-
kely that hantaviruses could
spread between humans.

Now, while it appears the virus
can spread between people in
close proximity, experts say
people should not be worried
about it turning into the next
pandemic.

In an update on 7 May, Dr
Maria Van Kerkhove from the
WHO stressed it was not the
start of a pandemic.

She said: 'This is not Covid,
this is not influenza, it spreads
very, very differently.'

A third Briton has now been
diagnosed with suspected
hantavirus linked to the cruise
ship outbreak, health officials
have said.

Mail Online
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