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President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar U Min Aung Hlaing
inspects upgrading of roads and bridges and operations of industries
based on local agro-products in Nay Pyi Taw, Union Territory

NAY PYITAW May 23
President of the Republic
of the Union of Myanmar U
Min Aung Hlaing, accompanied
by Vice President U Nyo Saw,
union ministers, U Myo Thant
and U Min Naung, and officials,
inspected upgrading of roads
and bridges and operations of
the industries based on local
agro-products in Nay Pyi Taw,
Union Territory, this morning.

Upgrading of roads

and bridges

During the inspection of a
railway bridge (1,300 feet) of the
Nay Pyi Taw-Taungdwingyi rail-
road on Shwepyi Tawwin Road,
Union Minister for Construction

President U Min Aung Hlaing inspects the new Nay Pyi Taw Airport entrance road project.

U Myo Thant and officials re-
ported on progress of work.

Regarding the report, the
President said all roads in Nay
Pyi Taw (Union Territory) must
be upgraded systematically in
accord with the standard quality.
Careful calculations should be
made to build railways bridges
atnecessary places in Nay Pyi
Taw Council Area. He stressed
the need to complete parts of
the Nay Pyi Taw-Taungdwingyi
railroad bridge project that can
be carried out before the onset
of monsoon through proper
supervision.

The President observed the
activities to clean and beautify

President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar U Min Aung Hlaing looks around the

Myanmar Agri Foods Co.Ltd.

the areas along the Shwepyi
Tawwin Road in a motorcade.

The President inspected the
new Nay Pyi Taw Airport ent-
rance road project and prepara-
tions for erection of a temporary
steel-frame bailey bridge, and
heard a report on progress work
presented by the Union Minister
for Construction and officials.

In response, the President
said facilitation of the trip from
Nay Pyi Taw to the new airport
entrance road and vice versa
is the aim of the road construct-
ion project. Systematization
and quality must be taken into
account in building new roads.
Probability of the increasing

number of road users and traffic
in the future must be calculated,
he noted, adding that contin-
uous road upgrading projects
calls for the adoption of amaster
plan. Shade trees and wind-
breakers must be planted on
both sides of the roads before
the arrival of rains.

The President then procee-
ded to Yangon-Mandalay rail-
road bridge project on Shwepyi
Tawwin Road. In response to
areport presented by an official,
he called for careful measures
in building the road linking Pyin-
mana detour and Shwepyi Taw-
win Road. Systematization of
allroads in Nay Pyi Taw Council

Area and calculating of the
increasing urban population
and traffic in the future must
be conducted through well-
planned actions. He also looked
into other requirements.
Implementation of industries
based on local crops
Then, the President arrived
at the frozen vegetable export
industry of Myanmar Agri Foods
Co.Ltdin Kyee-in Village in Pyin-
mana and heard reports on the
processing and exports of var-
ious frozen vegetables including
ladies’ fingers, amaranth, French
bean, mangoes and other beans
to foreign markets, endeavors
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President U Min Aung Hlaing gives guidance on the Yangon-Mandalay railroad bridge project.
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made to increase per capita incomes of
basic social classes, production by using
90 percent of raw materials from contract
farms, plans to manufacture high-quality
new products, market shares currently
secured and measures taken to expand
to Asia and Europe markets submitted by
anresponsible official from the company.
After hearing the reports, the Presi-
dent said it is an enterprise that contribute
to the interest of the country and mea-
sures must be taken to boost the exports
aiming at the existing markets. In doing

so, collective cooperative system can be
applied. If research is conducted to mass
produce vegetables at any season in
trove in green houses, more vegetable
raw materials will be available., more
products can be manufactured and dis-
tributed to local and foreign markets,
increasing foreign exchange earnings
for the country.

In carrying out manufacturing busi-
nesses, it is necessary to take all supply
chain steps from raw materials to con-
sumption properly and to utilize agri-
cultural land beneficially. The President

also gave necessary instructions.
Then, the President inspected the
production process of frozen vegetables
and asked questions of interest based
on reports of officials before giving in-
structions on necessary coordination
with relevant departments to expand
operations and boost production as it
is an enterprise that will contribute a lot
to economic development of the country.

Proper ditches and drainage
Then, the President proceeded along
the old Yangon-Mandalay Highway by
car and inspected the tasks being carried

Local News |19

out for proper ditches and drainage on
both sides of the road near Aisout Village
and Pinlaung junction before giving
necessary instructions on reports of
officials.

Afterward, the President arrived at
Aye Myint Thaya Bridge (Hsinthay Creek)
and gave instructions on systematic
maintenance of waterway and banks to
withstand strong water flow during
floods and natural disasters, inspection
and maintenance at bridges and other
needs.

100

Chickpea
plantations
reaped in
Htigyaing
Township

HTIGYAING May 23

Statistics of Htigyaing Township Agri-
culture Department mentioned that
local farmers have harvested all acres
of chickpea in Htigyaing Township of
Sagaing Region.

In Htigyaing Township, during the
winter cropping season, chickpea was
cultivated on a total of 4,710 acres. Har-
vesting of these chickpea fields began
in January this year, and as of now, 100
percent of the acreage has been fully
harvested, with an average yield of 18.24
baskets per acre.

“To increase the production of pulses
and ensure food sufficiency during the
winter cropping season in Htigyaing
Township, chickpea was cultivated on
4,710 acres. At present, all cultivated
chickpea fields have been completely
harvested. As chickpea is widely con-
sumed domestically, it has a strong mar-
ket, and farmers who grow it are doing
well,” said U Ko Ko Aung, Head of the
Department of Agriculture in Htigyaing
Township.

In Htigyaing Township, the Township
Department of Agriculture provided
technical guidance and awareness to
chickpea farmers to achieve better
yields. This included ensuring access
to suitable, high-quality seeds adapted
to the local area, correct cultivation
methods, pest control measures, and
systematic use of fertilizers.

During this year’s winter cropping
season, for the cultivation of various
pulses, the relevant Township Depart-
ment of Agriculture also cooperated
with farmers to supply quality seeds,
necessary agricultural inputs, and post-
harvest technology to improve both
yield and crop quality.

SMK

Danubyu Township dispatches sale of
Pakhan variety paddy to Yangon market

DANUBYU May 23

“Local merchants from Danubyu Town-
ship in Ayeyawady Region sent 60,000
baskets of Pakhan variety paddy to
Yangon market,” said Daw Thuza Win,
the owner of rice and paddy trading in
Danubyu Township.

From Danubyu Township to the Yangon
market,about 60,000 baskets of Pakhan

variety paddy were shipped and sold.

“During the past month, around 60,000
baskets of Pakhan paddy were expor-
ted and sold from Danubyu Township.
The Pakhan paddy sent to the Yangon
market is of fairly good quality. This
variety belongs to the non-premium
grain group. Demand from buyers in
the Yangon market has been strong,

which is why shipments have increased.
At present, paddy prices are also rising.
Pakhan paddy is in high demand even
in the domestic rice and paddy market,”
said Daw Thuzar Win.

Over the past month, the price of
Pakhan paddy exported to the Yangon
market reached up to Ks-1,443,000 per
100 baskets. Due to strong trading,
farmers, traders, cargo handlers, and
freight transport operators have been
gaining more employment opportunities.

SK

Dried spiny eel in good tradmg at domestlc market in

Mawlamyinegyun

MAWLAMYINEGYUN May 23

“Trading of dried spiny eel is boosting
at the domestic market due to high
demand in Mawlamyinegyun Township
of Ayeyawady Region,” said Daw Win
Win Thu, the owner of dried fish trading
depot in Mawlamyinegyun Township.

In Mawlamyinegyun Township, start-
ing from the third week of March up to
the present, locally produced dried
spiny eel has been experiencing strong
demand and good market activity. It is
reported that these locally produced
dried fish are not only sold within the
local market but are also being purchas-
ed in large quantities by cities such as
Pathein and Yangon.

“Sales have been brisk since around
the third week of this month. At present,
demand is significantly higher than
usual, mainly due to increased orders

for drled fish from the Yangon market
The dried spiny eel business is one of the
local economic activities for residents,”
said Daw Win Win Thu.

In Mawlamyinegyun Township, dried
fish traders purchase fresh, locally
caught spiny eels and process them—

by preparing sweet and salted vametles
and drying them systematically—until
they are ready for consumption before
selling them. The price of dried spiny
eel currently ranges from Ks-17,500 to
Ks-27,500 per viss.

SMK

YeU Township finishes harvesting of all sown acreage

of black gram

YEU May 23

Local farmers have harvested all
plantations of black gram in YeU Town-
ship of Sagaing Region, accrding to
the YeU District Agriculture Depart-
ment.

In YeU Township, during the winter
cropping season, black gram was cul-
tivated on a total of 25,786 acres. Har-
vesting of these black gram fields began
in January this year, and as of now, 100
percent of the acreage has been fully
harvested, with an average yield of 19.98
baskets per acre.

“During the winter cropping season
in YeU Township, black gram was culti-
vated on 19,039 acres. At present, all
cultivated black gram fields have been
completely harvested. During the culti-
vation period, necessary technologies,
quality seeds, and pest and disease pre-
vention methods were provided through
field-based support,” said U Zaw Myint
Tun, Head of the Department of Agricul-
ture in YeU District.

In YeU Township, the Township De-
partment of Agriculture provided awa-
reness and technical assistance to black

gram farmers to ensure better yields.
This included access to high-quality,
locally suitable seeds, correct cultivation
methods, pest control, and systematic
use of fertilizers.

During this year’s winter cropping
season, in the cultivation of various
pulses, the relevant Township Depart-
ment of Agriculture also cooperated
with farmers to provide quality seeds,
agricultural inputs, and post-harvest
technologies to improve both yield and
crop quality.

SK
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Putin offers deep condolences to Xi over deadly
mine explosion in Shanxi Province - Kremlin

MOSCOW May 23

Russian President Vladimir
Putin expressed his deep cond-
olences to Chinese President
Xi Jinping following the tragedy

at a coal mine in Shanxi pro-
vince, according to a telegram
published on the Kremlin’s
website.

“Dear Mr. President, dear

friend! Please accept my dee-
pest condolences in connection
with the tragic consequences
of the disaster at the coal mine
in Shanxi Province,” the tele-

gram reads.

Putin also asked to convey
words of sympathy and sup-
port to the families of the dece-
ased miners and wishes for a
speedy recovery to all those
injured.

The gas explosion occurred

2452026 | (00

at the Liushenyu coal mine in
Qingyuan County on Friday,
while 247 workers were inside.
Search and rescue operations
are ongoing, and authorities
are investigating the cause of
the explosion.

Sputnik

Death toll rises
to 6 in clashes
between
Indigenous
communities
in Colombia

BOGOTA May 23

The death toll from clashes
between members of the Misak
and Nasa Indigenous commu-
nities in southwestern Colombia
has risen to six, Colombian De-
fence Minister Pedro Sanchez
said Friday.

More than 100 people were
alsoinjured in the violent clashes
that took place in the rural area
of Silvia in the department of
Cauca on Thursday due to a
territorial dispute, Sanchez
said.

The minister said army troops
had been deployed to restore
order.

"Our soldiers will accompany
the population and protect it,"
he said, describing the confron-
tation as "absurd."

Sanchez said that President
Gustavo Petro has called a mee-
ting at the presidential palace
on Monday with leaders of the
communities to seek a peaceful
solution.

Xinhua

U.S. expands Ebola-related entry restrictions to include
green card holders - v

LOS ANGELES May 23

The U.S. Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC)
said Friday that lawful perma-
nent residents, commonly known
as green card holders, will now
be subject to temporary entry
restrictions related to the on-
going Ebola outbreak in East
and Central Africa.

The expanded restrictions
follow an interim final rule issu-
ed by the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services
that revises federal public health
guidelines to prevent the intro-
duction of dangerous communi-
cable diseases into the United
States.

Under the new rule, green

card holders who have been in
the Democratic Republic of the
Congo, Uganda, or South Sudan
within the past 21 days will be
temporarily barred from enter-
ing the United States, according
to the CDC.

The agency said the measure
expands the scope of Ebola-
related entry restrictions anno-
unced earlier this week. On
Monday, the CDC unveiled a
30-day package of enhanced
public health measures, includ-
ing strengthened traveler scr-
eening and monitoring, as well
as entry restrictions on certain
non-U.S. passport holders who
had recently traveled to Ebola-
affected areas.

The CDC stressed that the
new rule does not permanently
prohibit green card holders from
returning to the United States.
Rather, it grants the agency dis-
cretionary authority to tempo-
rarily restrict entry when nece-
ssary to protect public health

and manage emergency res-
ponse resources.

The CDC said no Ebola cases
linked to the current outbreak
havebeenreported in the United
States, and the immediate risk
to the general public remains

low. Xinhua

27 1nJured in tram collision in Duesseldorf of Germany

binbahnn; " ===

BERLIN May 23

Atleast 27 people were injured,
including five seriously, after
two trams collided in central
Duesseldorf on Saturday, accor-
ding to emergency services.

Emergency crews quickly
arrived at the scene and treated
dozens of people. Authorities
said an additional 28 individuals
received medical attention but
were not injured. No fatalities
or life-threatening injuries have
been reported.

Most passengers were able

to leave the damaged vehicles
on their own, and no complex
rescue operation was required,
officials said

The collision disrupted tram
services across the city center,
with several routes diverted
while emergency responders
and investigators worked at
the scene.

Authorities have not yet deter-
mined what led to the crash and
are continuing their investiga-
tion.

Xinhua

Dozens dead in Chinese coal mine explosion
ﬂ_ 9P = i

BEIJING May 23
At least 82 miners have been
killed after a gas explosion tore

through a coal mine in northern
Shanxi Province, China, with
rescue efforts still underway,

state broadcaster CCTV repor-
ted on Saturday.

The blast occurred on Friday
evening at the Liushenyu mine
operated by Shanxi Tongzhou
Group in Qinyuan County. Accor-
ding to Xinhua, 247 workers
were on duty underground at
the time of the incident. CCTV
said nine people are still un-
accounted for.

The cause is still unclear,
with an investigation ongoing,
though an earlier Xinhua report
suggested that carbon monoxide
levels exceeded limits inside
the mine.

Chinese President Xi Jinping
issued instructions on Satur-
day for an “all-out rescue of the
missing and treatment of the
injured,” while calling for a
thorough investigation into
the cause. Officials running
the coal mine have been deta-
ined, according to media re-
ports. Avideo shared by Xinhua
shows numerous ambulances
and police cars arriving at the
scene.

Russian President Vladimir
Putin has expressed condolences
to Xi — who he met with just
days ago in Beijing — over the

tragedy.

Coalis akey source of energy
in China, powering more than
half of the nation’s energy con-
sumption, despite efforts in
recent years to reduce its use.

In 2021, Xi pledged to “strictly
limit the increase in coal con-
sumption” until 2025 and start
phasing it out as part of the goal
of reaching carbon neutrality
by 2060.

In June 2025, the share of
coal in power generation dro-
pped to a historic low of 51 per-
cent, with China rapidly expand-
ing the use of wind, solar, and
nuclear energy.

RT
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Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive
activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives
and property of innocent people.

Unit
51

>A > Inthese sentences there is an auxiliary verb and a main verb:

auxiliary main
I have lost my keys.
She can’t come to the party.
The hotel was built ten years ago.
Why do you want to go home?

In these examples have/can’t/was/do are auxiliary (= helping) verbs.
You can use an auxiliary verb when you don’t want to repeat something:
® ‘Have you locked the door?’ ‘Yes, I have.” (= I have locked the door)
® Gary wasn’t working, but Laura was. (= Laura was working)
@ Jessica could lend me the money, but she won’t. (= she won’t lend me the money)
We use do/does/did for the present and past simple:
@ ‘Do you like onions?’ ‘Yes, Ido.” (= I like onions)
@ ‘Does Simon live in London?’ ‘He did, but he doesn’t any more.’
You can use auxiliary verbs to deny what somebody says (= say it is not true):
® ‘You're sitting in my place.” ‘No, ’'m not.” (= I'm not sitting in your place)
@ You didn’t lock the door before you left.” ‘Yes, I did.’ (= I locked the door)

We use have you? / isn’t she? / are they? etc. to show that we are interested in what somebody has said,
or to show surprise:
e ‘T've just seen Steven.’ ‘Oh, have you? How is he?’
e ‘Lisa isn’t very well today.” ‘Isn’t she? What’s wrong with her?’
e ‘It rained every day during our holiday.” ‘Did it? What a shame!’
@ James and Tanya are getting married.’ ‘Are they? Really?’

0

We use auxiliary verbs with so and neither:
e T'mtired’ ‘Soam I’ (= I'm tired too)
® ‘Inever read newspapers.’ ‘Neither do I’ (= I never read newspapers either)
® Sarah can’t drive and neither can Mark.
Note the word order after so and neither (verb before subject):
e I passed the exam and so did Paul. (not so Paul did)
Instead of neither, you can use nor. You can also use not ... either:
e ‘I don’t know.” ‘Neither do 1.’ or ‘Nor do 1.’ or ‘I don’t either’

y

11 think so /I suppose so etc.
You can say I think so / I suppose so etc. when we don’t want to repeat something:
@ ‘Are those people Korean?’ ‘I think so.’ (= I think they are Korean)
® ‘Is Kate working tomorrow?’ ‘I suppose so.” (= I suppose she is working tomorrow)
® ‘Will you be at home this evening?’ ‘I expect so.” (= I expect I'll be at home ...)
In the same way we say: I hope so, I guess so and I’'m afraid so.
The usual negative forms are:
I think so/Iexpect so —— Idon’t think so /I don’t expect so
I hope so/ I'm afraid so — I hope not / I’'m afraid not
I guess so / I suppose so — I guess not / I suppose not
@ ‘Is that woman American?’ ‘I think so. / I don’t think so.’
® ‘Do you think it will rain?’ ‘I hope so. / I hope not.” (not I don’t hope so)

' American English Appendix 7
Raymond Murphy
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