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The Food Policy Commission
held a meeting at the meeting
hall of the Presidential Office
this morning, addressed by
Chairman of the Commission
President U Min Aung Hlaing.

Also present at the meeting
together with the President
were the specially invited gue-
sts, Vice PresidentsU Nyo Saw
and Daw Nan Ni Ni Aye, the
Commission Secretary and union
minister members,the Nay Pyi
Taw Council chair, region/state
chief ministers, senior military
officers from the Office of the
Commander-in-Chief, deputy
ministers, chairs of the Union of
Myanmar Federation of Cham-
bers of Commerce and Industry,
Myanmar Rice Federation, My-
anmar Livestock Federation,
and Myanmar fisheries Federa-
tion, and officials.

In his keynote address, the
President said it is the first mee-
ting of the commission during
the term of his administration.
The government has adopted
the two goals —food sufficiency
and national prosperity. The
meeting is related to the MSME
Development Central Commi-
ttee meeting that took place
yesterday. It discussed matt-
ers relating to development of
MSMESs with greater momen-
tum for national prosperity, and
the today’s meeting will focus
on food sufficiency all across
the country.

Our country has a population
of over 51 million, and 70 percent
ofthem are rural dwellers. Their
main business is farming. The
country has over 33 million acres
of farmland of various types.
Paddy is put under 15 million
acres, corn, 1.9 million acres,
beans and pulses, 2.7 million
acres, and sesame, four million
acres. Iflivestock business that
has interconnections with agri-
culture is carried out effectively,
income of the people engaged in
agriculture and livestock busi-
nesses will definitely rise and
their socio-economic condition
will improve. Moreover, it will
contribute a lot to food suffici-

DAILY EDITION
Food Policy Commission meeting held with an address by
Commission Chairman President U Min Aung Hlaing

President U Min Aung Hlaing delivers an address at the Food Policy Commission meeting.

ency. People engaged in agri-
culture and livestock businesses
represents nearly 50 percent of
the country’s population.

Food includes directly edible
items such as directly comestible
items, drinking water and water
for agriculture, while rations
mean non-directly comestible
items such as kitchen crops
including rice, flour, and corn.
The Myanmar dictionary de-
fines rations as edible supplies,
monthly salary, stored rice. In
our country there are daily re-
quired items such as food, drinks
and commodities. For the suffi-
cient availability of all the items
included in the rations for dome-
stic consumption, rations must
be produced from the locally
manufactured goods.

There is a Myanmar saying,
“Without food, a person can sur-
vive for seven days, and can sur-
vive only one morning without
water.” So, the government must
strive for ensuring adequate
water supply. There are rain
water, water from natural water-
courses and dams, and under-
ground water. In order to use
those water resources effecti-
vely for the country there must
be policies that define ways to
store water reserves.

The country should produce
non-direct consumption goods

adequately. The main policy is
to ensure food sufficiency all
across the nation. Regarding
the daily food, all the regions
and states should produce a su-
fficient amount of food dome-
stically. Food items certain re-
gions and states lack must be
supplied by other regions and
states that produce them. In
doing so, regions and states
should make efforts to domes-
tically produce a sufficient
amount of those food items they
are sharing with their counter-
parts. In this way all should
strive for domestic food suffici-
ency. Regions and states should
adopt an agro-policy to produce
adequate number of crops that
grow well in their areas.

The country is importing edi-
ble oil annually. In the country,
edible oil crops such as ground-
nut, sesame, nyger seeds, sun-
flower, oil mustard, soybean,
oil palm, are cultivated in the
places where they grow well. A
policy must be laid to internally
produce sufficient volume of
edible oil for local consumption.
As the country is also importing
wheat annually, it must find
ways to increase production
of the crop.

Policies have already adop-
ted to meet the set agricultural
targets. The Agricultural Re-

search Department has set
the targets after comparing
and analyzing the facts they
had found through research
programs and the outcomes
of international research pro-
grams. Four means—seeds, soil,
water and methods -- should be
applied in agriculture. Farmers
need to get quality seeds, make
land preparations, get irrigation
water, and apply the correct
methods. Likewise, pedigree
strains must be chosen to raise
yield in the livestock business.
Animals must be fed with ade-
quate amount of quality feeds
and clean water and must
be raise through systematic
methods.

He stated that only then will
it reach marketable size and
goodyield, enabling commercial
production, and it is necessary
to form work committees and
set strategies to implement food
security operations, and there
are 33 million cultivation acres
in our country, which is sufficient
for our country, and rather than
expanding cultivation acres, it
isnecessary to effectively utilize
land to further increase yields,
and in carrying out operations
to mainly ensure food security, it
is required to strive to increase
per-acre target yields and it
is also necessary to carry out

operations to improve multiple-
cropping index, and in upland
cultivation businesses, multiple-
cropping index can be increased
by carrying out operations to
obtain agricultural water, and
upland cultivation is high in
regions such as Sagaing, Man-
dalay, and Magway, and it is
necessary to set policies and
carry out operations to be able
toimplement river water pump-
ing projects after transforming
upland fields into converted
paddy fields by carrying out soil
preparation, and in areas where
agricultural water can be obta-
ined sufficiently, it is necessary
to step-by-step strive to achieve
amultiple-cropping index of up
to 300 percent.

He also stated that regarding
water utilization, it is found that
only about 20 percent of the
water from rivers and creeks
in our country can be effectively
utilized and the remaining app-
roximately 80 percent flows
into the sea, and water is indis-
pensable for plants to survive
and grow, and therefore, solar-
powered river water pumping
projects can be implemented
to obtain agricultural water
from rivers and creeks, and if
agricultural water can be suffi-
ciently obtained, crops can be

See Page - 19 0@
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successfully and thrivingly cul-
tivated regardless of season
and multiple-cropping index
will also increase.

He then stated that due to
annual flooding and changes
in water currents in rivers and
creeks, siltation occurs, causing
riverbeds and creekbeds torise,
and because illegal gold mining
operations are carried out in
some places, siltation occurs
and rivers and creeks become
shallow, and therefore, it is re-
quired to carry out operations
to dredge rivers and creeks
and maintain waterways, and to
obtain agricultural water during
the summer period, construct-
ing dams by blocking creeks
and channels, and constructing
underground dams in sandy
creeks can be carried out, and
by doing so, greening will occur
around creeks and channels,
and groundwater can also be
maintained to an appropriate
extent, and it is necessary to
mainly find ways and carry out
operations to effectively utilize
water, and it is also necessary to
store and utilize rainwater, and
to prevent wasteful utilization
of water; it is necessary to have
correct water utilization systems
and to set policies and carry out
operations to systematically
utilize water.

He expressed that regarding
fertilizers, target yields of crops
will progress only when fertili-
zers are applied, and there are
two types of fertilizers, namely
organic fertilizers and chemical
fertilizers, and since a develop-
ing country like our country
has to annually import chemical
fertilizers from abroad, it is ne-
cessary to carry out operations
to widely utilize organic fertili-
zers that can be produced dome-
stically in an effective and bene-
ficial manner, and it is also re-
quired to carry out operations
to be able to produce chemical
fertilizers domestically and arr-
angements must be made to
systematically utilize chemical
fertilizers and organic fertilizers,
and it is necessary to mainly
carry out operations for border
areas with difficult transporta-
tion to be able to produce and
utilize organic fertilizers by
themselves, and the state will
carry out as much as possible
to further progress agricultural
businesses, including the further
disbursement of agricultural
loans, and it is necessary toplace
emphasis on carrying out opera-
tions to successfully implement

the laid-down policies for the
success of agricultural busine-
sses.

He noted that it is necessary
to conduct research on how to
carry out operations to improve
the production of kitchen crops
included in food supplies and
to ensure the good quality of
cultivated crops in terms of
color, aroma, taste, and size,
and regarding wheat cultivation,
wheat is mainly cultivated in
Shan State and Sagaing Region
in our country, and he wants
operations to be carried out to
meet domestic wheat demand
by increasing and producing
domestic wheat cultivation,
and since wheat consumption
supports physical growth, he
also wants operations to be
carried out to promote wheat
consumption.

Then, he stated that in milling
raw materials produced from
agricultural businesses, it is
necessary to be able to mill
them with qualified quality, and
depending on the produced
quality, market availability and
price fetch will vary, and since
rice mills and oil mills need to
be good to be able to produce
quality-qualified rice and oils,
it is necessary to set policies
and carry out operations, and
since Pawsan paddy success-
fully grown in our country alre-
ady has a market demand, he
wants efforts tobe made to select
and cultivate it in places where
climate and soil conditions per-
mit, and to produce it to have
good quality and increased
yields.

Regarding livestock breed-
ing, he stated that the indispen-
sable requirement in livestock
breeding is animal feed, and
animal feed is produced suffi-
ciently in our country and im-
ports from abroad are low, and
brokenrice, rice bran, and maize
are produced nationwide, and
since animal feed can be pro-
duced from those agricultural
products, it is necessary to effe-
ctively utilize and carry out ope-
rations in livestock breeding
businesses, and it is necessary to
successfully carry out livestock
breeding according to regions
and states and to meet local
demands, and providing su-
fficient food for the public is
also a kind of merit, and since
chicken, pork, mutton, beef, and
fish are mainly consumed in
our country, it is necessary to
systematically breed and carry
out operations, and it is found
that buffaloes and cattle have

become scarce according to
regions and cattle breeding has
decreased, and by increasing
the breeding of beef cattle and
dairy cattle, it will support food
supplies, and shoes and other
consumer goods can also be
produced from the produced
hides and bones can be used
as fertilizer, and similarly, it is
also necessary to expand the
breeding of fish and prawns,
and regarding meat and fish
policy, it is necessary to carry
out operations for the public
to obtain them sulfficiently, and
the State is annually releasing
fish fingerlings into rivers and
creeks free of charge, and it is
necessary to set policies and
carry out operations for the
public to be able to consume
them affordably and abundantly.

Today is the age of science
and technology, IT and AI I
learnt modern agricultural me-
thods of India and China during
my recent visit there. It is nece-
ssary to apply modern agri-
cultural methods in possible
sectors. Similarly, it is also ne-
cessary to implement mecha-
nized farming methods. Due to
shortages of cattle and labour
forces, it is important to use
machines and tools sufficien-
tly in farming. Similarly, it is
essential to produce agricul-
tural machinery and tools at
home. In carrying out agricul-
ture, it is important to use scien-
tific and modern methods, IT
and Al technologies and ma-
chinery.

In upgrading the education
sector of the country, compulsory
education until KG+9 is being
enforced. Similarly, basic edu-
cation for industries, agriculture
and livestock breeding is being
provided starting from the
middle school level. In the same
way as the government is nur-
turing human resources for agri-
culture and livestock breeding,
relevant regions and states are
required to grant scholarships
for respective subjects in agri-
culture and livestock breeding
to nurture human resources.

Reserved food refers to rice
paddy stored for future consu-
mption. Mainly, measures must
be taken to store reservedrice
and paddy in respective regions
and states. As the stored rice
and paddy can be greatly helpful
during natural disasters, policies
must be adopted and impleme-
nted to firmly ensure domestic
food security. Our aim for Myan-
mar is be a major food export-
ing country in the international

community. Therefore, syste-
matic efforts must be made to
consistently conduct research
to increase the production of
rice, pulses and beans, other
food crops and fishery products.
Ifresearch is consistently con-
ducted based on correct and
complete facts on the ground,
further progress can be achie-
ved. Therefore, everyone is
urged to make concerted efforts
systematically to that end.

Then, secretary of the commi-
ssion Union Minister for Agri-
culture, Livestock and Irrigation
U Min Naung reported to the
President on formation of work
commiittees for food security and
promotion of the agriculture
and livestock breeding sector
inregions and states and in Nay
Pyi Taw Council area.

Afterward, members of the
commission attending the meet-
ingreported to the President on
distribution of vegetables, meat
andfish, the breeding of chickens,
pigs, goats and cows, fish and
prawns in respective zones and
expansion plans, distribution of
livestock feeds, agriculture and
livestock breeding tasks being
carried out for food security in
proportion to local population,
measures taken to boost food
production for respective years,
implementation of plans to pro-
duce quality pedigrees and
meeting the targeted yield of oil
drops, efforts for sufficient water
supply for agriculture, sales to
other regions and exports of
surplus agriculture and live-
stock products, systematic pre-
parations for prevention of da-
mage and losses from agricul-
ture and livestock farms due to
natural disasters and storage of
reserved seeds and veterinary
medicines, implementation of
mechanized farming, arrange-
ments for farming implements,
findings on strategies and policies
of other countries for security
of food, water and basic needs,
measures taken for integrated
farming, boosting the production
of quality pedigrees and seeds
locally, efforts for production
and exports of agriculture and
livestock products according
to guidance, priorities to be
given by the private sector and
cooperation with experts and
organizations to manufacture
value-added products and to
secure international standard
recognition certificates.

Then, Vice President Daw Nan
Ni Ni Aye reported on formation
ofthe agricultural produce ma-
nagement committee to help
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farmers to get reasonable prices
and market shares when their
products are sold while the
secretary of the commission
Union Minister for Agriculture,
Livestock and Irrigation, on
development of cattle breeding
and the needs for systematic
supervision in respective re-
gions and states to utilize agri-
cultural land beneficially in
accordance with rules and re-
gulations. The Union Minister
for transport and digital deve-
lopment and communications
reported on the situation of joint
monitoring works for conser-
vation of water volume and water
quality in rivers and creeks in
accordance with the law.

Afterward, the President
made concluding remarks, sa-
ying perspectives and policies
of the State, practical experi-
ences and perspectives of Chief
Ministers of regions and states
and points of view of federations
could be discussed at the curr-
ent meeting. Respective work
committees are required to
discuss further details. Every
country has many people who
carry out agriculture for their
livelihood. As farmers are food
providers of the people, their
interests must be protected.
In the same way as the State
is taking care of farmers, the
latter is required to meet culti-
vation acreage and boost crop
yields.

The needs of livestock breed-
ing farms will be fulfilled by the
State and work committees
are required to implement the
discussions at the meeting.
Chiefly, assessments must be
made for how to contribute to
implementation of policies for
food security, how to work bene-
ficially, how to store reserved
food and how to manage local
sales and exports.

As united efforts make tasks
more successful, agriculture and
livestock farms are required to
work through the cooperative
system. As farmers are those
who contribute to the food se-
curity of the State and the world
in one way or another, they are
greatly appreciated. Therefore,
the commission is operating
under the leadership of myself.
Discussions made at the curr-
ent meeting must be further
discussed in details at relevant
ministries and efforts must be
made to succeed in tasks by
drawing action plans. After the
remarks of the President, the
meeting concluded.

Myawady
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peace to the country within five
years to the best of my ability.
When I spoke about the 100-day
plan, we extended peace offers,
and I wish to reiterate this. Re-
garding the peace offer made
by our government, we have
placed no preconditions for any
ethnic armed organization—
none whatsoever. Iinvite themto
come and discuss peace. I want
to reiterate this. It is included
in our 100-day plan—what we
have said we will implement
within 100-days. However, some
have interpreted this as a pre-
cautionary measure and made
nitpicking remarks, linking it to
the timeline. If they truly want
peace, if they want it today, they
would come today. If they do
not want peace, they will make
excuses and stall. I invite them
for peace—come and engage;
we can do this, and I truly want
todoit. Through every channel
available,Iam striving to achieve
it. I have said that whatever it
costs, Iwill doit to attain peace.
I want the country to prosper.
We have fallen behind. Consider
this: when we take steps for-
ward, they are steps bound by
constraints—chains of problems
and difficulties. We lack true
freedom. To put it bluntly, we
want to burst out like a horse
breaking free from its stall and
gallop forward. That is what
we desire. But we cannot do it
now—there are obstacles. Those
obstacles are conflicts: political
conflicts and armed conflicts.
We need to cut through and clear
these. So, I want to tell these
ethnic armed organizations, the
EAOs: ifyou truly want peace,
come forward. We will discuss
without any preconditions.”
The President continued, say-
ing that the people’s demands
include a desire for improved
socio-economic conditions. Peo-
ple seek greener pastures, so
if jobs are available and their
regions develop, migration to
other areas will decrease. We
must work to reduce the dispa-
rities and hardships faced by
ethnic nationalities in border
areas. Itis imperative to carry
out development projects for

these regions. On one hand,
we must extend peace offers;
on the other, we must provide
development. Primarily, we need
to strengthen human resources
capable of improving education,
health, and socio-economic
conditions, which are weak in
these areas. To achieve this, we
mustimprove transportation and
communication links beyond
their current state. The Union
is already working to ensure
that human resources needed
for education and health reach
these areas, and regions and
states must also make efforts.
We need to work effectively
across relevant sectors to make
progress, enhance knowledge,
improve health, and ensure
food sufficiency through local
production.

Ethnic border communities
primarily engage in agriculture
and livestock farming, which
are matters of national signi-
ficance. Therefore, we must
foster experts in agriculture and
livestock in these regions. Ethnic
students who have attended the
Ethnic Development University
and degree colleges should,
upon completing their studies,
be able to take on development
roles in their own regions. Since
the human resource gap is cri-
tical, we need to encourage
students to attend industrial,
agricultural, and livestock tra-
ining schools opened by regions
and states. This is vital for our
nation’s future. For our country
to achieve peace, we must work
on multiple fronts. In mak-
ing the nation better, we must
consider how ministries, regions,
and states should act. Since our
government took office, we have
allocated Ks-1,397 billion for
seven border area development
sub-committees and Ks-643.68
billion for nine regional works
committees for the 2026-2027
fiscal year. If we implement
projects in a balanced manner,
meeting standards across
sectors, we will succeed. Iurge
committee members with res-
ponsibilities to prioritize colle-
ctive efforts.

Afterwards, the Secretary of
the Central Committee, Union

Minister for Border Affairs
Lt-Gen Phone Myat, clarified
the implementation status of
development work for border
areas and ethnic nationalities.
Subsequently, Central Com-
mittee members attending the
meeting briefed participants
on the progress of efforts to
strengthen the rule of law, main-
tain peace and stability in com-
munities, and promote effective
local administration. They also
reported on the effective imple-
mentation of measures to com-
bat online fraud and narcotics,
the execution of five develop-
ment projects for border areas
and ethnic nationalities, the
approval of proposed budget
expenditures in accordance
with the law, the provision of
educational assistance grants
to selected basic education
schools in border areas and
efforts to address teacher sh-
ortages, the delivery of educa-
tion to students in border area
schools during the 2026-2027
academic year with the assi-
gned teaching staff, the imple-
mentation of health awareness
and healthcare services, human
resource development initia-
tives, the development of far-
mland in border areas and the
distribution of seeds and agri-
cultural inputs, the construction
and upgrading of roads and
bridges to improve rural tran-
sportation and ensure adequate
access to drinking water, the
expansion and cultivation of
agricultural plantations along-
side environmental conserva-
tion activities, ongoing efforts to
increase electricity distribution,
and the progress of border area
development projects being
carried out by the respective
working committees and sub-
committees, together with their
future implementation plans.
Central Committee member
Commander-in-Chief of Defence
Services General Ye Win Oo
discussed the importance of
maintaining peace and stability,
upholding the rule of law, and
accelerating territorial security
operations to facilitate the reo-
pening of border trade routes
and emphasized that peace and

development are inseparable in
advancing border area deve-
lopment projects, noting that
the establishment of lasting
peace is essential for achieving
sustainable development in
border regions. Commission
Vice Chair Vice President Daw
Nan Ni Ni Aye highlighted the
importance of appointing local
ethnic teachers to basic edu-
cation schools to strengthen
human resource development
for ethnic communities, enabling
them to effectively assist local
residents by addressing lan-
guage barriers and other cha-
llenges. Central Committee
Vice Chair Vice President U
Nyo Saw also elaborated on
the formation of the Central
Committee, working commi-
ttees, sub-committees, and re-
gional working committees to
oversee border area develop-
ment projects, the progress
made in border area develop-
ment over successive fiscal
years, the need to ensure that
roads, bridges, buildings, and
other infrastructure projects
are implemented systematically
in line with prescribed quality
standards to ensure long-term
sustainability, and the role of
regional development in im-
proving the socio-economic con-
ditions of local ethnic communi-
ties, fostering greater mutual
understanding and trust, and
further strengthening peace,
stability, and the rule of law.
The President, Chairman of
the Central Committee for Im-
plementation of Progress of Bor-
der Areas and National Races,
then delivered the concluding
remarks, emphasizing that the
Central Committee’s primary
responsibility is to promote the
development of border regions
and ethnic communities. He
stressed the importance of
successfully implementing the
committee’s objectives, regula-
rly reviewing its activities, and
advancing the education and
healthcare sectors in border
areas. He also called for a com-
prehensive assessment of the
progress achieved in the deve-
lopment of border regions and
ethnic communities since the
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establishment of the Central
Committee.

Regarding the health sector,
he emphasized the policy that
every hospital should be staffed
with a doctor. He also stressed
the need to make effective use
of border region and ethnic
development funds based on
the specific needs of each region
and state. In addition, he under-
scored the importance of pro-
moting awareness and disse-
mination of information related
to ethnic communities and en-
suring a proper understanding
of such information. He further
noted that producing a sufficient
number of skilled workers and
qualified professionals, parti-
cularly in the agricultural sector,
is essential to supporting the
socio-economic development of
ethnic communities in border
areas.

Regarding regional food
security, he noted that in areas
such as Chin State, where paddy
cultivation is challenging and
local food self-sufficiency re-
mains insufficient, the relevant
ministries should support the
cultivation of edible elephant
foot yams to strengthen food
security. He also urged the effe
ctive promotion of crops suit-
able for these regions, includ-
ing tea, coffee, and avocados,
in order to boost local incomes
and support broader regional
economic development.

It was also stated that respon-
sible officials must ensure that
civil servants assigned to rem-
ote and isolated border areas
are properly deployed to their
designated duty stations, while
also making necessary arran-
gements to safeguard their
welfare and entitlements. He
further emphasized the need to
reach ethnic communities living
in truly remote and isolated
areas and to actively promote
theinterests of ethnic populations
in border regions. In addition,
he urged that the voices of local
residents and ethnic communities
be duly heard and that effective
implementation of relevant
initiatives be carried out accor-
dingly and the meeting came

to a close. Myawady

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive
activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.
3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives
and property of innocent people.
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Central Committee for Implementation of Progress of Border Areas

and National Races holds meeting

_ A T

——

President U Min Aung Hlaing delivers an address at the meeting of the Central Committee for Implementation of Progress of Border Areas and National Races.

NAY PYI TAW June 26

The Central Committee for
Implementation of Progress
of Border Areas and National
Races held its meeting at the
meeting room of the President’s
Office this afternoon, with an
address by Chairman of the
Central Committee President
U Min Aung Hlaing.

Also present at the meeting
were Vice Chairs of the Central
Committee Vice Presidents UNyo
Saw and Daw Nan Ni Ni Aye,
Commander-in-Chief of Defence
Services General Ye Win Oo,
Union ministers, the Nay Pyi
Taw Council Chairman, chief
ministers of regions and states,
the Chief of the General Staff
(Army, Navy and Air), senior
military officers from the Office
of the Commander-in-Chief,
deputy ministers and officials.

Speaking on the occasion, the
President said that the Central
Committee has been in opera-
tion since the former State Law
and Order Restoration Council
(SLORC) era in 1989. At that
time, after peace agreements
were signed with ethnic armed
organizations, it was found that
development in the areas that
had achieved peace had lagged
behind for various reasons. Th-
erefore, the Central Committee
was formed to implement deve-
lopment in border areas and
ethnic regions.

From then onward, successive
governments have carried out
border area development activi-
ties, with some projects being
successfully implemented, while
others have not succeeded due
to various reasons. The main
objective is to improve the socio-

economic lives of ethnic people
inborder areas. Socio-economic
development requires both in-
dividual efforts by citizens and
support from the State for re-
gional development.

After the country gained in-
dependence, it was governed
under a parliamentary system.
During that period, some ethnic
groups made demands forrights,
and ethnic representatives were
also separately allocated seats
in Parliament. However, issues
related to power-sharing began
to be raised. Disagreements
also emerged regarding the
1947 Constitution. There were
demands from ethnic groups
as well as from political parties
and organizations. Alongside
political demands, there were
also ethnic-based demands.
Since the parliamentary system
was being practised at that time,
different political systems were
able to be pursued according to
preference. Although the Con-
stitution was not drafted with
aprovision explicitly directing
a transition to socialism, it is
observed that some sections
included basic elements that
could support such a direction.
In addition, President Sao Shwe
Thaik’s speeches included re-
ferences to moving toward a
socialist system. Against this
backdrop, those with opposing
views, arguing that their dem-
ands could not be fulfilled, resor-
ted to armed struggle. These
are matters that should be stu-
died as part of history, and it is
believed that such situations
can be avoided in the future
through careful consideration
during the period of governance

responsibility.

During the parliamentary
era, political disagreements
were, from the government’s
perspective, addressed in acc-
ordance with the law. However,
from the perspective of politi-
cians, there was concern that
their expectations would not
be realized. As a result, politics
began to be pursued through
violent means. At that time,
not only in Myanmar but also
in other countries that had
gained independence through
liberation movements, political
conflicts emerged. In some
countries, political disputes
arose, while in others, armed
conflicts broke out. Even up to
the present time, such conflicts
have not yet been fully resolved
in some countries, including
Myanmar.

Due to weaknesses in the
Constitution, a caretaker gove-
rnment assumed state respon-
sibilities. During the caretaker
government period, a clean ele-
ction was held, and power was
transferred to the winning party.
At that time, ethnic demands
became more intense, and in
1962 the Revolutionary Council
assumed state responsibilities.
A centrally directed system
was implemented; however,
it was unable to effectively
resolve ethnic-related issues,
and armed conflicts intensified
in the northeastern regions.
As a result of these conflicts
and various other factors, de-
velopment in ethnic areas signi-
ficantly lagged behind.

Most border areas are difficult
to access and have poor conne-
ctivity. They are characterized

by dense forests and mountain-
ous terrain, abundant rivers,
streams, and lakes, low popu-
lation density, and linguistic
diversity. Due to limited prese-
nce of government officials,
development in sectors such
as education, health, and the
economy has remained weak.
These challenges were further
compounded by armed conflicts,
which made it difficult to effe-
ctively address them. When
political unrest occurredin 1988,
the government was no longer
able to maintain control, and
the Tatmadaw was compelled
to assume state responsibilities
out of necessity, as recorded
in historical documents. After
taking responsibility, the Tatma-
daw pledged to move towards a
multi-party democratic system
as demanded by the public. In
order to address ethnic issues,
peace talks were held in 1989,
leading to ceasefires and the
implementation of regional de-
velopment initiatives.

Efforts were made to organize
ethnicarmed organizations under
the command of the Tatmadaw
as part of the national defence
capability. While some groups
accepted this arrangement,
others did not. During the first
democratically elected govern-
ment in 2010, efforts were made
to achieve lasting peace across
the country, and numerous
rounds of peace talks were held
with ethnic armed organizations.
However, due to the involvement
of external countries and orga-
nizations influencing some ethnic
armed groups, difficulties were
encountered. Despite repeated
negotiations under challenging

circumstances, the Nationwide
Ceasefire Agreement (NCA) was
eventually signed with some
ethnic armed organizations.
During that period, a certain
level of development was achi-
eved in ethnic regions. In the
second democratically elected
government period in 2015, peace
talks were also conducted, but
they did not achieve success. In
areas where peace was absent,
development remained delayed.
The Central Committee has
been explaining this historical
background in relation to the
development of border areas
and ethnic nationalities.
During our government’s ten-
ure, we will work to establish a
peaceful and stable democratic
nation, strengthen a genuine
and disciplined multi-party
democratic system in line with
our political vision, and build a
union based on democracy and
federalism. To achieve this,
we must ensure that regions
which have lagged behind for
various reasons are developed
without disparities. While some
areas are not peripheral, they
too are underdeveloped, and
thus we must also work for
their development.
Subsequently, the President
speaking on the peace offer said:
“I want to say that it is our
unavoidable duty to eliminate
disparities in regions where
gaps exist. To do this, peace and
stability are crucial. Therefore,
when our new government ass-
umes responsibility, we will wo-
rk for the peace of our country
and for its development. I have
said that Iwill strive to bring
See Page - 200>
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