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President U Min Aung Hlaing delivers speech at opening of Myanmar-

Japan Business Forum

NAY PYITAW July 28
Aimed at further strengthen-
ing Myanmar-Japan friendly
ties and comprehensively deve-
loping socio-economic sector
of Myanmar, the Myanmar-
Japan Business Forum jointly
organized by the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, the Association
of Myanmar-Japan Socio-Eco-
nomic Development Coopera-
tion, and Ingo Peace of Japan,
took place at the Myanmar Con-
vention Centre (Yangon) in Ma-
yangon Township of Yangon
Region this morning, with
an address by President of
the Republic of the Union of
Myanmar U Min Aung Hlaing.
Also present at the ceremony
were Union Ministers U Mya
Tun Oo, Lt-Gen Nyunt Win Swe,
U Aung Kyaw Hoe, Dr Kan Zaw,

R TR TN
Wl R v

-
Y Lim /

President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar U Min Aung Hlaing delivers an address at the Myanmar-Japan Business Forum.

President U Min Aung Hlaing looks around the exhibition hall.

U Htein Linn, U Myo Zaw Thein,
Dr Charlie Than, U Khin Maung
Soe, U Tun Ohn, U Myo Thant
and U Maung Myint, Chairman
of the Myanmar National Hu-
man Rights Commission U Thit
Linn Ohn, Yangon Region Chief
Minister U Aung Naing Thu,
the Regional Hluttaw Speaker,
the commander of Yangon
Command, deputy ministers,
regional cabinet members,
departmental officials, the pre-
sident of the Republic of the

Union of Myanmar Federation
of Chambers of Commerce and
Industry, Chairman of Indo
Peace of Japan Mr. Nakazawa
Hiroyuki, heads of top Japanese
companies, the chair and offi-
cials of Association of Myanmar-
Japan Socio-Economic Develop-
ment Cooperation, officials from
Japanese companies, chairs
and officials from associations,
and officials from Myanmar
companies operating trade
with Japan.

The President inaugurated
the forum with the digital tec-
hnology. Artistes from the Mini-
stry of Hotels, Tourism and
Culture performed the choral
dances titled “Dances in Royal
Palace with sweet song”.

In his opening speech, the
President said that the mutual
respect, affection, friendship,
and close bonds between the
peoples of Myanmar and Japan
have remained deeply rooted
and enduring to the extent that

they can be regarded as a model
in the history of relations be-
tween the two countries. Diplo-
matic relations between the
two countries were established
in 1954, and have now continued
for more than 70 years. It is ac-
knowledged and appreciated
that the bilateral relations and
economic investments between
the two countries have made
significant contributions to the
social development and human
resource development of the
people of Myanmar.

According to bilateral trade
statistics, Myanmar-Japan bi-
lateral trade has shown gro-
wth, with the total trade value
reaching US$-1,334.795 million
in the 2023-2024 financial year,
US$-1,194.394 million in the
2024-2025 FY, and US$-1,343.665
million in the 2025-2026 FY.

In the 2024-2025 FY, Myan-
mar’s exports to Japan were
valued at US$-1,058.58 million,
while imports from Japan
amounted to US$-135.81 million.
The total bilateral trade value
between Myanmar and Japan
in the 2024-2025 fiscal year was
US$-1,194.394 million. Japan
accounted for 4.38 percent of
Myanmar’s total trade and
ranked as Myanmar’s sixth-
largest trading partner.

The major export products

from Myanmar to Japan include
garments, footwear, pulses and
beans, pearls, and electrical
equipment. The main import
products from Japan are tex-
tiles, transport equipment, ele-
ctrical machinery, machinery
and mechanical appliances, and
lace and lace fabrics. So, the
President expressed his hope
that the Myanmar-Japan Busi-
ness Forum will further pro-
mote bilateral trade between
Myanmar and Japanto a greater
extent than before.

Reviewing the investment as
well, Japan is one of the key
countries playing an important
role in Myanmar’s investment
sector. In particular; the Thilawa
Special Economic Zone (Thilawa
SEZ) is a prominent symbol of
cooperation between the two
countries. It can be seen that
Japan has made investments
worth billions of dollars in sec-
tors including industrial zones,
manufacturing, logistics, energy,
and services.

In the Thilawa Special Econo-
mic Zone project, Japan plays a
leading role with the largest share
of investment, accounting for
29.92 percent, and it can be re-
garded as a flagship project of
Myanmar-Japan economic co-
operation. More than 50 Japanese

See Page - 19@@
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companies have invested in the
Thilawa Special Economic Zone
and are operating businesses
there. From 2014 to March
2026, a total of 126 companies
from 21 foreign countries, in-
cluding Japan, as well as Myan-
mar companies, have been
granted approval to invest in
the Thilawa Special Economic
Zone, with total investments
exceeding US$-2.3 billion.

Atpresent, the government is
placing emphasis on ensuring
a stable supply of electricity for
factories within the Thilawa
Special Economic Zone and fa-
cilitating smoother and more
convenient business operations,
including through the provision
of One-Stop Services. In addition,
efforts are being promoted to
strengthen supply chains by
linking with domestic Micro,
Small and Medium Enterprises
(MSMESs). Japanese investors
are also invited to further incr-
ease theirinvestments in sectors
that can produce value-added
products by utilizing Myanmar’s
agricultural and livestock-based
raw materials, as well as in ad-
vanced technology sectors that
contribute to environmental
conservation.

Japan’s MSME and SME sec-
tors have played an important
role in the country’s development
into an advanced nation up to
the present day. Myanmar is
also making efforts to promote
the development and growth of
MSME businesses. The Presi-
dent reiterated that Myanmar
welcomes investment from
Japan in the MSME sector.

According to investment data
in our country, Japan is the ninth-
largest foreign investorin Myan-

mar, with a total investment
amount of US$-1,869.056 million.
Atotal of 127 investment projects
from Japan are currently opera-
ting and carrying out business
activities in Myanmar.
Around 300 Japanese com-
panies are currently operating
businesses in Myanmar, and
more than 1,500 Japanese na-
tionals are residing in the coun-
try. This has facilitated smooth
economic cooperation between
business communities of the two
countries as well as people-to-
people exchanges, and will also
contribute to further strengthe-
ning and promoting the friendly
relations and close ties between
Myanmar and Japan.
Myanmar is situated at a
strategic geographical location
between India and China, the
world’s most populous countries,
and Bangladesh, another highly
populous nation, with a vast
market and a rapidly develop-
ing ASEAN region at its heart.
Moreover, Myanmar possesses
favourable foundations for eco-
nomic growth and development,
and is a country rich in human
resources and abundant natural
resources. It is an agriculture-
based nation with plentiful water
resources and vast tracts of
potential arable land. With dive-
rse climatic conditions, terrains,
and seasons, it can easily culti-
vate not only perennial crops
but also seasonal produce such
asrice, pulses, corn, fruits, and
vegetables. Our government
is striving to transition from
traditional farming methods to
a modernized, productivity-
driven, and sustainable agri-
culture-based economic system.
Furthermore, in order to meet
the country’s current needs, we

are encouraging and inviting
investment in sectors such as
fertilizer production, public
transportation, electric vehicle
production, cement production,
steel manufacturing, value-
added agricultural and livestock
products, and pharmaceutical
and medical equipment pro-
duction. We are also promoting
the development of high-value
rubber products based on our
strong raw material base,
as well as rubber-based tyre
and furniture manufacturing
industries.

Our government is continu-
ously working to create a more
transparent, robust, and open
business environment for in-
vestors, to streamline proce-
dures and regulations, and
to provide appropriate policy
support. We sincerely invite
Japanese businesspeople to
confidently participate and
invest in Myanmar’s long-term
development. The State always
welcomes investments from
Japanese enterprises and will
provide necessary support to
the best of our ability.

Myanmar is prioritizing and
inviting investment in essential
energy infrastructure projects,
aswell asin agriculture, livestock
and agro-based industries,
renewable energy production,
education, health, technology,
and digital services.

Following the free and fair
elections in our country, the new
government is implementing
economic reforms to improve
the business and investment
climate. For example, we have
reduced tariff rates for invest-
ments related to the develop-
ment of electric vehicles (EVs)
and associated industries. We

are particularly reviewing re-
gulatory procedures and tran-
sitioning to digital systems to
make processes easier and
faster, and we are currently de-
veloping the Myanmar Digital
Roadmap 2030. We are also
implementing the Yadanabon
Cyber City project, covering
approximately 10,000 acres in
a favourable climate zone in
central Myanmar, and we invite
interested Japanese investors
to participate.

We believe that this forum
will serve as a good foundation
for further enhancing existing
trade and investment between
our two countries. We are con-
fident that by combining Myan-
mar’s natural resources, agri-
cultural potential, youth and
labor force strengths with Jap-
anese businesspeople’s adva-
nced technology, capital, mana-
gement experience, and tech-
nical expertise, we can build
a stronger win-win economic
environment.

Japanese businesspeople
attending this “Myanmar-Japan
Economic Forum” will see for
themselves that Myanmar is
peaceful and stable, with busi-
nesses operating normally. We
therefore ask our friends atten-
ding to convey these realities
to the Japanese people.

We wish for stronger ties
between businesspeople from
both sides through today’s for-
um, and for increasingly solid
opportunities and positive out-
comes in economic cooperation.

The Chairman of Ingo Peace
from Japan then explained the
purpose of holding the Myan-
mar-Japan Economic Forum.
He expressed his sincere pride
andjoy in being able to hold this
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opening ceremony. He extended
special thanks and apprecia-
tion to the members of the
Myanmar-Japan Socio-Econo-
mic Development Cooperation
Association who worked tire-
lessly to make this forum a
reality. As a Japanese citizen,
he expressed great happiness
at being able to create an opp-
ortunity tojointly discuss future
cooperation between the two
countries under the framework
of Myanmar-Japan bilateral
collaboration. He expressed
hope that both nations could
work together to build a new
future filled with hope and
prosperity. He also offered
his best wishes that today’s
Myanmar-Japan Economic
Forum would mark a new step,
opening a new chapter in the
history of friendship and coope-
ration between the two coun-
tries.

Afterward, the Chairman of
Ingo Peace of Japan respect-
fully presented a commemora-
tive gift for the opening of the
Myanmar-Japan Economic
Forum to the President. Follow-
ing this, students from the Nati-
onal University of Arts and
Culture (Yangon), under the
Department of Fine Arts of the
Ministry of Hotels, Tourism, and
Culture, performed a dance to
the Japanese song “Sakura”
(Cherry Blossoms).

Subsequently, the President
and attendees of the ceremony
took a commemorative group
photo.

After the ceremony, the Pre-
sident and the attendees toured
the exhibition booths set up for
the opening of the Myanmar-
Japan Economic Forum with
great interest. Myawady

Kanbalu Township to grow more than 90,000
acres of green gram this year

KANBALU July 28

Statistics of Department of
Agriculture in Kanbalu Town-
ship of Sagaing Region stated
that local authorites earmark
cultivation of 90,000 acres of
green gram as monsoon crops
in Kanbalu Township this year.

During the 2026-2027 monsoon
crop planting season, Kanbalu
Township plans to cultivate
90,594 acres of green gram, with
planting scheduled to begin
in June and continue through
September this year, according
to reports.

“This year, during the monsoon
crop planting season, more than

90,000 acres of green gram culti-
vation have been targeted in
Kanbalu Township. Efforts
will be made to ensure the full
target acreage is achieved. Re-
garding green gram cultiva-
tion, awareness campaigns are
being conducted to encourage
expanded cultivation, and far-
mers are also being educated
on the use of high-quality and
pure seed varieties to achieve
better yields,” said U Myo Zaw,
head of the Kanbalu Township
Agriculture Department.
This year, the Township Agri-
culture Department will provide
assistance and awareness pro-

grams for green gram growers
in Kanbalu Township, including
access to high-quality seed vari-
eties suitable for the local region,
proper cultivation methods, pest
prevention measures, systematic
use of fertilizers, and practices
to improve crop yields.

During this year’s monsoon
crop cultivation season, the
necessary high-quality seed
varieties, agricultural inputs,
and post-harvest technology
training needed to improve the
yield and quality of pulse crops
will be provided in cooperation
with farmers.

SMK

Tomato in high demand at domestic
market in Pathein Township

PATHEIN July 28

“Trading of tomato is booming
at the domestic market in Pa-
thein Township of Ayeyawady
Region,” said Daw Win Myint,
the owner of green grocery
trading depot in Pathein Town-
ship.

At the vegetable market in
Pathein, demand for tomatoes
has been strong and trading
has remained good from the
first week of April this year up
to the present, according to
reports. Tomatoes produced in
the region are reportedly being
traded at volumes of between
5,000 and 6,500 viss per day.

“Tomatoes are selling very
well in the Pathein market.
Buyers are purchasing large
quantities even at the local pro-
duce market. The tomatoes being
traded are free from pests and
are of good quality. This year’s
tomatoes are reported to have
both high quality and good
yields,” said Daw Win Myint.

Tomatoes are cultivated in Pa-
thein Township, while additio-
nal supplies are also purchas-
ed and distributed from other
regions. Tomatoes with strong
market demand fetch Ks-4,000
to Ks-6,500 per viss, according
to market sources. SK
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Vice President Daw Nan Ni Ni Aye addresses 1/2026 Plenary Meeting
of Farmers’ Rights Protectlon Body
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The 1/2026 Plenary Meeting
of the Leading Body for the
Protection of Farmers' Rights
and Enhancement of Their
Benefits was held this after-
noon at the meeting hall of the
Ministry of Agriculture, Live-
stock and Irrigation in Nay
Pyi Taw and Vice President
Daw Nan Ni Ni Aye, who serves
as Chair of the Leading Body,
attended the meeting and
delivered the opening address.

The meeting was attended
by the Secretary and members
of the Leading Body for the
Protection of Farmers' Rights
and Enhancement of Their Be-
nefits, including Union minis-
ters, the Chairman of the Nay
Pyi Taw Council, the Governor
ofthe Central Bank of Myanmar,
deputy ministers, heads of de-
partments, vice chairpersons of
relevant organizations, experts,
and other responsible officials.
Chief ministers and officials
from the regions and states
participated virtually via an
online platform.

In her opening remarks,
Vice President Daw Nan Ni Ni
Aye said that Myanmar's eco-
nomic development is based
on agriculture and livestock
farming, making the long-term
development of these sectors
critically important. She stres-
sed the need to safeguard the
rights and interests of farmers
and livestock breeders from
any losses or disadvantages.
She also emphasized that sus-
tained support is needed to en-
sure access to the key require-

uy
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Vice President Daw Nan Ni Ni Aye delivers an address at the 1/2026 Plenary Meeting of Farmers' Rights Protection Body.

ments for agricultural and
livestock production—quality
seeds and breeds, fertile land,
water resources, appropriate
technologies, and capital. She
said farmers should have acc-
ess to quality seeds, seedlings,
breeding stock, fertilizers, pes-
ticides, water resources, animal
feed, veterinary medicines, and
the necessary technical assis-
tance. She further noted that
coordinated efforts are required
to ensure that smallholder far-
mers, who often lack sufficient
capital, can obtain affordable
agricultural loans.

The Vice President said it is
essential to ensure that all far-
mers have access to markets by
providing them with informa-
tion on domestic and interna-
tional market opportunities,
as well as modern information
technologies. She added that
smallholder farmers who have
limited market access should

be supported through farmer
groups and cooperatives so
they can collectively buy inputs,
market their produce, and con-
duct business more effectively.
She also noted that the govern-
ment has been increasing agri-
culturalloans through the Myan-
ma Agricultural Development
Bank in line with seasonal re-
quirements and farmers'needs.
In addition, the government
has established an Economic
Promotion Fund to assist rice
and oilseed growers by supply-
ing fertilizer under a deferred
payment system, allowing far-
mers to repay the cost after har-
vesting their crops. Further-
more, she stressed the need
to strengthen reliable rural
credit and financial systems
to enable farmers to more rea-
dily invest in and adopt new
agricultural and livestock
production technologies.

It is necessary for relevant

members to study the market
and trade information and trade
policies published by regional
organizations such as ASEAN,
BIMSTEC, and the Greater
Mekong Subregion (GMS) in
advance so that they can be
informed in advance and towarn
their farmers about the risks
of major market fluctuations
when their products are ready
for export.

The Vice President said that
Myanmaris one of the countries
in the region endowed with
abundant land and water reso-
urces, and theseresources should
be utilized to their fullest poten-
tial. She stressed that the coun-
try must adapt its agricultural
and livestock production sys-
tems to keep pace with the
evolving global food system.
She added that this transition
should not only aim to achieve
food security, but also ensure
adequate nutrition, food safety,

increased productivity, and long-
term sustainability. To this end,
she said, the necessary policies
should be formulated and effe-
ctively implemented. She also
urged all relevant stakeholders
to strictly comply with existing
laws, rules, regulations, poli-
cies, and assigned responsi-
bilities, while continuing to work
toward greater progress in
the agricultural and livestock
sectors.

Following the Vice President's
remarks, the Secretary of the
Leading Body, Union Minister
for Agriculture, Livestock and
Irrigation U Min Naung, bri-
efed the meeting on the organi-
zational structure and assigned
responsibilities of the Leading
Body for the Protection of Far-
mers' Rights and Enhancement
of Their Benefits, its working
committee and task forces, as
well as the progress of their
ongoing activities.

The members of the Leading
Body then discussed sector-
specific initiatives related to
the protection of farmers'rights
and the enhancement of their
benefits. They reviewed the
implementation status of deci-
sions adopted at the previous
meeting, reported on the pro-
gress of ongoing activities, and
presented plans for future work
within their respective sectors.
The Vice President provided
additional remarks, coordinated
on matters requiring further
action, delivered the closing
address, and the meeting came
to a close.

Myawady

Thabaung Township sees
booming trade of watermelon with

high demand

THABAUNG July 28

“Trading of watermelon is in
high demand at the domestic
market in Thabaung Town-
ship of Ayeyawady Region,” said
Daw Nyo Nyo, the owner of fruit
wholesale centre in Thabaung
Township.

In Thabaung Township, locally
produced watermelons have
been traded in the market from
the second week of April this
year up to the present. Daily
demand has increased to bet-
ween 3,500 and 5,500 fruits, and

trading activity is reported to
be strong.

In Thabaung Township, water-
melons with strong market
demand are priced between
Ks-3,500 and Ks-9,500 per
fruit, depending on size. The
strong demand and active
trading have benefited grow-
ers, reduced transportation
costs, and ensured that only
fresh produce is sold, bringing
multiple advantages to those
involved.

SK

100 percent harvest of wheat
completes in Myinmu Township

MYINMU July 28

Local farmers have harvested
100 percent of completion at
wheat plantations in Myinmu
Township of Sagaing Region,
according to the Sagaing District
Department of Agriculture.

They planted 8,808 acres of
croplands under wheat plan-
tations in Myinmu Township.
They started harvest of crops
in February this year, and so far,
they have reaped all plantations
of wheat, producing 21.12 bas-
kets per acre.

Daw Myat Moe Win, the Head

of Sagaing District Depart-
ment of Agriculture, said: “Local
farmers grew 8,808 acres of
wheat as cold season crops in
the township. Now, they have
harvested all plantations. Our
department raised farmer awa-
reness of growing wheat and
provided them with assistance
for broadcasting fertilizers and
weeding the plantations in
order to boost per-acre yield of
crops. Moreover, we arranged
use of quality strains of crops
for them.”

In Myinmu Township, efforts

were carried out during the crop
cultivation season to ensure
that all winter crops met their
targeted acreage, to improve
wheat yields, to enable the sys-
tematic cultivation and pro-
duction of high-quality wheat,
and to prevent pest infestations.
Wheat is cultivated annually in
October, November, and Dec-
ember, and harvested in Febr-
uary, March, and April.

The Township Department
of Agriculture has supported
farmers who grow wheat by
providing training aimed at
increasing yields, assisting in
access to quality seeds, and
selling urea fertilizer at afford-
able prices. SMK
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President of the Republic
of the Union of Myanmar
U Min Aung Hlaing, accompa-
nied by members of his entou-
rage, the Chief Minister of Yan-
gon Region, the commander of
Yangon Command and officials,
inspected Diesel Locomotive
Factory (Mahlwagon) of Myan-
ma Railways of the Ministry
of Transport this morning.
First, the President heard
reports on the brief history of
the factory, the vision and ob-
jectives, appointment of staff,
implementation of instruc-
tions given by the Head of State
during previous visits, meas-
ures taken for durability of
railroads, construction of freight
carriages, sending staff on
study tours to other countries
based on their fields of work
to enhance their capabilities
to implement international
standard rail transportation,
preparations for production of
electric engines, plans to ope-
rate three freight trains along
Yangon-Mandalay railroad
section and three passenger
trains along Yangon circular
railroad by manufacturing
BEL locomotives, operations of
trains along Bago-Taungoo and
Taungoo-Nay Pyi Taw railroad
sections by replacing RBEs
with BEMUs, preparations for
electricity and signal communi-
cations to operate electric trains
along Yangon-Mandalay rail-
road section, operations of trains
along railroad sections depend-
ing on passenger traffics, consis-
tent efforts for maintenance of
locomotives and cleanliness and
tidiness of locomotive factories

Local News & Statement [21

President of the Republic of theUnion of Myanmar U Min Aung Hlaing
inspects Diesel Locomotive Factory (Mahlwagon) of MR, Ministry
of Transportation

e R

President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar U Min Aung Hlaing gives necessary instructions to responsible officials while inspecting a DEMU

locomotive in Mahlwagon Locomotive Factory in Yangon.

and yards, conditions of trains
in operation, operations, pauses
and maintenance of diesel and
DEMU locomotives and reviews
and assessments on defects sub-
mitted by Union Minister for
Transportation and for Digital
Development and Communi-
cations U Mya Tun Oo at the
meeting hall of the factory.
Over the reports, the Presi-
dent pointed out the needs to
conduct research consistently
to produce and use better loco-
motives at home, to take steps
to improve craftsmanship and
strength of machinery in pro-
duction, to construct staff quar-
ters systematically for high liv-
ing standards of them, to com-
plete construction works acc-

ording to their schedules for
respective fiscal yearin a timely
manner, to operate steam loco-
motives after repairing and carry
out maintenance works in their
original styles, to lay ballasts
and sleepers systematically to
reinforce railroads, to carry out
maintenance works along unu-
sed railroads to make them
ready for train operations, to
carry out locomotive mainte-
nance works according to their
designated operation hours, to
take systematic measures for
precise departures and arrivals
according to their timetables as
rail transportation is used by
the public, to make consistent
efforts for cleanliness and tidi-
ness of passenger carriages

and disciplined rides and con-
venience of passengers that
meet their standards.

Then, the President made
remarks on consistent develop-
ment rail transportation, saying
as efforts are currently being
made to use electricity suffici-
ently in the country, the govern-
ment has been supporting pro-
duction of battery locomotives
domestically and operation of
them along some railroads.
Railroad bridges must be built
over busy railroads without fail
and preparations must be made
to construct subways in Yangon.
Inbuilding railroads, carriages
and infrastructures for rail
transportation, future technical
needs must be anticipated. It

is necessary to take targeted
measures to operate electric
trains in the future. Continued
steps must be taken to assem-
ble DEMU trains with our own
designs domestically. It is nece-
ssary to improve the constru-
ction of trains in our country
by consistently studying train
construction technologies from
other countries. Maintenance
works must be carried out
for improvement of railroad
crossings.

Afterward, the President
inspected DEMU locomotives
under regular maintenance
tasks in the factory and gave
necessary instructions on
reports of responsible officials.

Myawady

and property of innocent people.

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives
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