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NAY PYI TAW August 1

The government has been
inviting individuals who are
involved with armed groups
operating under various names,
including the PDF, to return to
the legal fold. Those who have
returned to the legal fold have
also been provided with nece-
ssary assistance and support,
and are being handed back to
their parents or guardians. A
total of 303 individuals — 280
males and 23 females — from
KIA, KNU, AA, ABSDF, SAF
and PDF terrorists and other
various terrorist groups, who
accept the peace process of the
State and the Tatmadaw have
returned to the legal fold.

A ceremony to hand over the
returnees to parents and guar-
dians took place at Yan Aung
Myin Hall of the Central Com-
mand Headquarters this morn-
ing, attended by Mandalay Re-
gion Chief Minister U Myo Aung,
Commander Brig-Gen Aung
Htay and officials, departmental
officials, the individuals who
returned to the legal fold and
their parents and guardians.

First, the chief minister of
the region made a speech. The
commander shared knowledge
about legal sections. Then, the
returnees handed over two
MA-1s, one MA-2, one MA-3,
one MA-4, one M-22, two Type
81 guns, one .22 sniper and one
homemade gun, totalling 10, 17
assorted magazines, 678 bullets
and 12 assorted grenades to
the commander.

Next, the chief minister and
the commander presented Ks-
45 million for nine automatic
rifles, Ks- 500,000 for one home-
made gun, Ks-3.6 million for 12
assorted grenades, and Ks-29.1
million for those individuals
who returned to the legal fold.
The rewards Ks-78.2 million in
total and foodstuffs were given
to the returnees. Afterwards,
those who have returned to the
legal fold are required to sign
a pledge of commitment, and

T————
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Together with arms and ammunition, 280 males and 23 females, totalling
303 from KIA, KNU, AA, ABSDEF, SAF and PDF terrorists who accept
peace process of the State and the Tatmadaw return to the legal fold,
those returnees systematlcally handed over to parents and guard1ans

Mandalay Region Chief Minister U Myo Aung, Commander of Central Command Brig-Gen Aung Htay and officials
observe arms and ammunition handed by terrorist group members who returned to legal fold.

they are systematically handed
over to their parents or guard-
ians.

Inhanding back the returnees
who wish to enjoy regional
peace and stability to parents
and guardians at today’s cere-
mony, there were 303 individu-
als comprising four males from
Aungmyaythazan Township,
two males from Mahaaungmyay
Township, 43 males and eight
females from Amarapura Town-
ship, two males from Chan-
ayethazan Township, two males
from Patheingyi Township of
Mandalay Region, 12 males and
two females from Kyaukse Town-
ship, two males from Singaing
Township, nine males and one
female from Tada Oo Township,
five males and three females
from PyinOoLwin Township,
two males from Pyawbwe Town-
ship, 87 males from Madaya
Township, 36 males and two
females from Thabeikkyin Town-
ship, 14 males and four females
from Sintgu Township, four
males from Momeik Township,
one male from Mogok Township,
three males and one female
from NyaungU Township, two
males from Taungtha Township,

12 males from Myingyan Town-
ship, five males from Chauk
Township, six males from Se-
doktara Township, three males
from Pwintbyu Township, two
males from Minhla Township,
one male from Mindon Township,
21 males and two females from
Pakokku Township, totalling
280 males and 23 females.

' ’ ‘ 4 Ly \

Itisreported that the majority
of members of the so-called PDF
who surrendered and returned
to the legal fold were forcibly
recruited through threats and
coercion directed at their family
members and relatives. They
chose to abandon the path of
armed struggle and return to
the legal fold because they could
no longer tolerate terrorist acts;
experienced internal discrimi-
nation, bullying, abuse, and Kill-

ings by higher-ups within the
groups; suffered sexual violence;
lost morale due to an inability to
withstand the military’s offen-
sives; and came to believe in
and accept the peace process
of the State and the Tatmadaw,
desiring to live peacefully within
the framework of the law and
to once again contribute positi-

vely to the State and the public,
who had suffered losses on
their account.

Those who have returned to
thelegal fold are being welcomed
back, provided with necessary
assistance, and systematically
handed over to their parents and
guardians. As it is known that
there are still individuals wishing
to return to the legal fold, those
who desire to do so will be wel-
comed and provided with nece-

ssary support if they promptly
contact nearby district and town-
ship administrative bodies,
military camps, or police stations,
and suitable monetary rewards
will be awarded for handed-over
weapons and ammunition.

The personal voices of those
who returned to the legal fold
are conveyed as follows:

1.Itwas because of my friends’
encouragement and some
difficulties at home that I ended
up there. I had to undergo two
weeks of training at that orga-
nization. One reason I didn’t
want to stay was that they put
us on the front lines in a way
that felt like we were meant to
be sacrificed. No matter what
happened, as long as we died
and they didn’t, that was it—
whoever dies, dies, and that’s
the end of it. That was the atti-
tude they had toward us. As for
guns, they distinguished be-
tween bad guns and good guns;
the bad ones were only given
for about three months, while
the good ones were given for
only about a month. They’d go
into the village, drink, eat, have
fun, and enjoy themselves. But
on our side, there was no happi-
ness or freedom at all. And then
there were the leaders. When-
ever there were donations,
they’d put them in their own
pockets. They’d pass them on
to their wives. Everything they
did was for their own children’s
benefit. Every time we were in
the lineup, they’d always say:
if you go to the military side,
they’ll torture you, kill you, burn
you alive. But now that 'm here,
it’s not like that at all. The mili-
tary side welcomed us warmly,
gave us places to stay and sit,
provided food, supported us,
and returned us to our parents.
ILinvite all the brothers and sis-
ters stillleft in the jungle to quickly
cooperate with the Tatmadaw
and come into the light.

2. As for me, I first came here
through a friend’s connection.

See Page - 1900



(056 1 2-8-2026

@@ From Page - 19

My friend invited me to come,
and since things were going
fine for me, I went. Once there,
I had to undergo one month of
training. After that month, they
assigned us to work in the
kitchen. At the kitchen, once a
week, they’d deliver vegetables
and rice rations. When they
delivered, we were only allowed
toeattwomeals aday. Sometimes,
if we were lucky, we’d have just
one cup of tomatoes to eat. We

went through a lot of hardships
too. After being in the kitchen,
they made us sell lottery tickets
for fundraising. We had to sell
them in the villages. At first,
the people looked at us kindly.
But later, they stopped look-
ing at us with kindness. Even
if we said, “Please support our
fundraising lottery, sisters,”
they’d reply, “Go away, don’t
come here. We don’t accept you
anymore. We don’t want to
support your tickets either.” As

for the money we earned from
selling those tickets, we had to
hand everything over to our
higher-ups. They never told us
where or how that money was
spent. But they themselves
were always going to KTVs,
sitting in beer shops. It was
always just for their own benefit.
The comrades below could do
whatever they wanted and live
however they pleased—they
didn’t care at all. That kind of
attitude made things even worse.

Tatmadaw & Local News |19

Atthat point, I didn’t want to stay
there anymore, so I escaped.
And during the two years I
spent there, there was no life
insurance for us at all. There
was no security for us either. I
was always afraid, thinking
about what they might do to
me at any moment. At that time,
some of my friends there had
already come into the light, so
I also came and joined. I want
to say to my friends still left in
the jungle: it’s not like what

they told you—if you come into
the light here, you won’t be
tortured or executed. It’s not
at all what you think. Everyone
here treats each other like
brothers and sisters, warmly
and kindly, providing everything
from food and drink to living
conditions, making sure we
have everything we need. That’s
why I want to say to all the PDF
members still in the jungle. I
want you all to come into the
light here. 100

Mingin Township decides to plant over 21,000 acres of rainfed sesame

this year

MINGIN August 1

Mingin Township Agriculture Depart-
ment of Sagaing Region stated that
local authorities earmarked cultivation
of more than 21,000 acres of rainfed
sesame as monsoon crops in the township
this year.

During the 2026-2027 monsoon crop
cultivation season, Mingin Township
has targeted the cultivation of 21,257
acres of rainfed sesame, and at present,
farmland is being ploughed in prepara-
tion for crop cultivation, according to
reports.

“This year, during the monsoon crop
cultivation season in Mingin Township,
we have targeted planting more than
21,000 acres of rainfed sesame. Prepara-
tions are currently underway to begin
cultivation within this month. We will
also work to ensure that the targeted

acreage is fully achieved. Efforts are
also being made to expand sesame
cultivation areas, improve yields, and
promote cultivation using GAP practices,”
said U Shan Oak Keim, head of the
township agriculture department in
Mingin Township.

This year, the township agriculture
department will provide awareness and
technical support to rainfed sesame
farmers in Mingin Township to help
expand sesame cultivation, apply proper
cultivation techniques and GAP practices,
use high-quality and pure seed varieties,
and grow high-yield sesame varieties,
according to reports.

Crops cultivated and produced un-
der the GAP system are said to have
better quality and fetch higher prices
compared to crops grown using other
cultivation methods. In addition to

2 - s

being sold in domestic markets, they
can also be exported to international
markets. As a result, farmers using
GAP cultivation methods are expected

to gain greater economic benefits and
improve their socio-economic condit-

ions.
SMK

Plan underway to cultivate more than 9,000 acres of groundnut in Sagaing Township

SAGAING August 1

Statistics of Sagaing Township Agricul-
ture Department mentioned that local
farmers decided to grow more than
9,000 acres of groundnut in coming
monsoon in Sagaing Township of Sagaing
Region.

During the 2026-2027 monsoon crop
cultivation season, Sagaing Township
has targeted the cultivation of 9,160
acres of groundnuts, and at present,

farmland is being ploughed in prepara-
tion for groundnut cultivation, according
to reports.

“This year, during the monsoon crop
cultivation season in Sagaing Township,
we have targeted planting more than
9,000 acres of groundnuts. Preparations
are currently underway to begin cultiva-
tion within this month. We will also work
to ensure that the targeted acreage is
fully achieved. As an oilseed crop,

groundnuts are in a successful condition.
Groundnut cultivation has been increas-
ing year by year,” said U Myo Thant
Aung, head of the Sagaing Township
Agriculture Department.

In Sagaing Township, one and a half
baskets of seeds are required to cultivate
one acre of groundnuts. Including seed
costs, labour charges, fertilizer, and
pesticide expenses, the cultivation cost
exceeds Ks-200,000 per acre. Itis reported

that yields can exceed 50 baskets per
acre.

This year, staff from the township
agriculture department will conduct
field inspections of groundnut plantat-
ions in Sagaing Township to help ensure
successful crop growth, prevent pest
and plant diseases, and keep fields free
of weeds. They will also carry out moni-
toring and maintain surveillance records
in the fields. SK

Monywa Township to place more than 1,000 acres of croplands under

groundnut plants

MONYWA August 1

According to the Township Agriculture
Department, local farmers will grow
more than 1,000 acres of groundnut in
Monywa Township of Sagaing Region
this year.

During the 2026-2027 monsoon crop
planting season, Monywa Township
plans to cultivate 1,410 acres of groun-
dnuts, and at present, farmland is
being ploughed in preparation for

groundnut cultivation, according to
reports.

“This year’s monsoon planting season
in Monywa Township aims to cultivate
more than 1,000 acres of groundnuts.
Preparations are currently underway
to plant the crop within this month.
Efforts will also be made to ensure the
targeted acreage is fully achieved. As
an oilseed crop, groundnuts are in a
successful condition, and groundnut

cultivation has been increasing year
by year,” said U Soe Thet Aung, head
of the Monywa Township Agriculture
Department.

In Monywa Township, about one and
a half baskets of seed are required per
acre for groundnut cultivation. Including
seed costs, labour charges, fertilizers,
and pesticide expenses, cultivation
costs exceed Ks-200,000 per acre. Yield
is reported to be more than 50 baskets

per acre.

This year, staff from the Township
Agriculture Department will conduct
field inspections of groundnut plantations
in Monywa Township to ensure successful
crop production, prevent pest and
disease outbreaks, and keep fields free
of weeds. They will also carry out
monitoring and record-keeping activities
in the plantations.

SK
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Spain's enclave Ceuta border crisis eases as death

toll rises to 67

MADRID August 1

The death toll from the mass migrant
crossings into Spain's North African
enclave of Ceuta has risen to 67, as
Spanish authorities said the border
situation had largely stabilized after
most migrants returned to neighboring
Morocco.

The Spanish government said on
Saturday that none of the nearly 50,000
migrants who entered Ceuta irregularly
had been allowed to travel onward to
mainland Spain. More than 48,000
migrants returned to Morocco within
48 hours, effectively bringing one of the
largest irregular migration crises on
Spain's southern border under control.

Spanish authorities also began in-
stalling new maritime barriers at the
El Tarajal breakwater on Saturday as
part of strengthened border security
measures. According to the Interior
Ministry, the system consists of a 500-
meter pneumatic floating barrier with

a submerged section extending up to
one meter below the water, complement-
ed by a first line of anchored buoys
provided by the Spanish Navy. A naviga-
tion channel has been left open to allow
Civil Guard patrol boats to continue
border surveillance.

According to EFE, the Spanish news

agency, Moroccan authorities have
arrested 70 people over violent incidents
linked to the migrant crisis. The suspects
are being investigated on charges
including attempted homicide, arson
and damage to public and private
property following clashes with security

forces. Xinhua

Strongest quake in 40 years rocks Italy’s volcanic
region, injures dozens

ROME August 1

A magnitude 4.7 earthquake struck
the Campi Flegrei volcanic region near
Naples in southern Italy on Friday
evening, injuring at least 26 people, two
of them critically, and damaging dozens
of buildings.

The earthquake hit at 7:46 pm local
time at a shallow depth of about 3km,
according to Italy’s National Institute
of Geophysics and Volcanology AINGV).
Its epicenter was between the towns
of Pozzuoli and Quarto. Civil protection
officials said that it was the strongest

quake recorded in the area since con-
tinuous instrumental monitoring began,
surpassing two magnitude 4.6 tremors
registered in 2025.

The quake was felt across Naples,
Ischia, Procida, and much of the Gulf
of Naples. Seismographs have since
recorded more than 60 aftershocks, the
strongest measuring magnitude 3.8 late
on Friday and another of 3.1 early on
Saturday. Civil Protection Minister Nello
Musumeci warned that the seismic
swarm is continuing and that further
earthquakes above magnitude 3 remain

possible.

The worst damage was reported in
Pozzuoli, where falling masonry, collaps-
ing facades, and landslides damaged
homes, businesses, and parked vehicles,
according to multiple videos posted
online.Authorities in Pozzuoli initially
evacuated around 250 people after the
quake. As inspections continued, at
least nine buildings were declared
unsafe and around 290 residents, were
ordered from their homes, with the
number expected to rise as building
checks continue. RT

Ind1a S Assam ﬂood death toll rises to 82

NEW DELHI August 1

The death toll in ongoing floods in
India's northeastern state of Assam
has risen to 82, with two people still

mlssmg, OfflCIalS sald Saturday.
According to Assam Chief Minister

Himanta Biswa Sarma, Sivasagar district

reported the highest 42 deaths, followed

by Charaideo and Jorhat districts with
21 and nine deaths respectively.

According to Sarma, the floods hit
2,251 villages, affecting over 1.1 million
people in the state. Floods have fully
damaged 2,530 residential houses and
another 9,668 houses have suffered
partial damage.

The authorities have set up 218 relief
camps where 71,889 people have taken
shelter. Besides, 1,811 relief distribution
centers have been opened in the affected
districts.

"Relief operations continue to expand
across the state, with the number of
relief distribution centers increasing
to 1,811 now," Sarma said. "Every effort
remains focused on relief, rehabilitation
and restoring normalcy."

Xinhua
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U.S. embassies
urge citizens

to "consider
departing"
Mideast countries
amid heightened
tensions

CAIRO August 1

The U.S. embassies in some 10 Mid-
dle East countries on Saturday warn-
ed American citizens to exercise cau-
tion and "consider departing or be pre-
pared to depart should there be escala-
tion."

On their websites, the U.S. embassies
in countries including Israel, Jordan,
Iraq, Egypt, Bahrain, the United Arab
Emirates, Qatar and Saudi Arabia issued
similar security alerts.

"Due to heightened tensions in the
Middle East, the security environment
remains complex with the potential for
unforeseen escalation," the alerts said,
adding that Americans in the region
should consider departing, or be prepar-
ed to depart should there be escalation.

The embassies advised U.S. citizens
in the Middle East to exercise caution
and heightened vigilance and to be
prepared for flight cancellations, periodic
airspace closures, and potential travel
disruptions.

They also advised U.S. citizens outside
the region to "seriously reconsider travel
to and through the Middle East."

Earlier on Saturday, Iran's semi-official
Tasnim news agency reported that Iran
has prepared an "extensive" plan to
respond to potential attacks on Iranian
infrastructure.

Tasnim cited a senior security official
as saying that Iran has prepared an
"extensive" plan in response to U.S.
media's recent claims about possible
U.S. and Israeli strikes against its in-
frastructure. The plan reportedly invo-
lves targeting vital Israeli infrastructure
and U.S. energy infrastructure in the
Middle East.

The developments came amid renew-
ed exchanges of airstrikes between the
United States and Iran after days of
pause, as well as the emergence of a
new Red Sea front involving Yemen's
Houthis and Saudi Arabia.

On February 28, the United States
and Israel launched joint attacks on
Tehran and other Iranian cities, killing
Iran's then Supreme Leader Ali Kha-
menei, senior military commanders
and civilians. Iran responded with waves
of missile and drone attacks on U.S.
and Israeli bases and assets in the
region, while tightening control over
the Strait of Hormuz.

Xinhua
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Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive
activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives
and property of innocent people.

Unit
56

Exercises
56.1 Put the verb into the correct form, -ingorto ... .

1 They denied stealing the money. (steal)

2 Tdon't enjoy .......cccoeeevrrurereererrnennes very much. (drive)

3 Ican’tafford .......veveeveccererennnas away. I don’t have enough money. (go)

4 Have you ever considered ..........ccceeueeeererreveererseesnnas to live in another country? (go)

5 We were unlucky to lose the game. We played well and deserved .............ococoeevveveveerneneneenenenenennens . (win)
6 Why do you Kkeep ......ccccoeueeereereerercrereerenen me questions? Leave me alone! (ask)

7 Please Stop ....ccceeeereereereeeeeee e me questions! (ask)

8 ITefuSe ..o any more questions. (answer)

9 The driver of one of the cars admitted ...........ccccocoervernernerncnnee. the accident. (cause)

10 Mark needed our help, and we promised ............ccccceerveeererenenerennn. what we could. (do)

11 Tdon’t Mmind ..o alone, but I’d rather be with other people. (be)

12 The wall was quite high, but I managed ...........cccccoeeeereeeeeeeereeenenas over it. (climb)

13 Sarah doesn’t know about the meeting. I forgot ...........ccocouvevvvveeceennereenninennns her. (telD

14 Ve eNJOYEd ......ccovvveeeeererrriesierreeeseeiessesesseesennens t0 YOU. T hOPE ... you again soon. (talk, see)

56.2 Tom can remember some things about his childhood, but he can’t remember others. Write
sentences with He remembers ... or He doesn’t remember ... .
1 He was in hospital when he was a small child. He can still remember this.
He remembers being in hospital when he was a small child.
2 He cried on his first day at school. He doesn’t remember this.

He doeSI’t ...t on his first day at school.
3 Once he fell into the river. He remembers this.
HE ettt b e bbb a et b et et e b e b et esennean .

4 He said he wanted to be a doctor. He doesn’t remember this.
............................................................................................. to be a doctor.
5 Once he was bitten by a dog. He doesn’t remember this.

6 His sister was born when he was four. He remembers this.

56.3 Complete the sentences with a suitable verb in the correct form, -ingorto ....

b He says we’ve met before, but I don’t remember ............ccooevrerreecnrnrrerncereinereeennns him
¢ Someone must have taken my bag. I clearly remember .............cccocoveeereeererrececereneeeeeenennes it by the
window and now it isn’t there.
d When you see Steve, remember .............ccooveieieeeireeieerieieiesssssssssssnns hello to him from me.
e A: You lent me some money a few months ago.
B: Did I? Are you sure? I don’t remember ............cccoeveeererrereererenseenenenns you any money.
f A: Did you remember ...........ccoeeerererererereseresereseresenesenesees your sister?
B: No, I forgot. I'll phone her tomorrow.
2 a The course I did wasn’t very good, but I don’t regret ...........cccoeceveveeecvvreereennnnn. it.
b I knew they were in trouble, but I regret ..........cccoeeeeeeveccceeeececnnnes I did nothing to help them.
c It started to get cold, and he regretted not ...........cccceevveienninivennenenee his coat.
AdINOW regret .........cceeeeerceeeereeeeeeereerenenee my job. It was a big mistake.
3 a Ben joined the company nine years ago. He became assistant manager after two
years, and a few years later he went on ..........cccccceeeeeveeeeececseeescennne, manager of the company.
b Ican’t g0 0N ... here any more. I want a different job.
¢ When I came into the room, Lisa was reading a book. She looked up and said hello,
and then Went on ...........cooeveevvererenerenseeseeeenns her book.
d Food prices have gone up again. How are we going to manage if prices go on .........c..ccceeevererreceererereeeerennes ?

——rAdditional exercises 26-28 (pages 317-19) Raymond Murphy
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