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President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar U Min Aung Hlaing

" I8 s

President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar U Min Aung Hlaing and high-level Myanmar delegation pay homage to Emerald Buddha.

NAY PYI TAW August 7
President of the Republic
of the Union of Myanmar
U Min Aung Hlaing and the high-
level Myanmar delegation, who
were in Thailand at the invitation

of Prime Minister of Thailand
Mr. Anutin Charnvirakul, paid
homage to the Emerald Buddha
in the Temple of the Emerald
Buddha, located on the grounds
ofthe Grand Palace,in Bangkok,

this morning.

Onarrival at the Grand Palace,
the President and party were
warmly welcomed by high-level
Royal Representatives.

The President and party

looked around the Grand Palace,
listening to the reports on the
highlights of the Grand Palace
and the Temple of the Emerald
Buddha, presented by offi-
cials.

and the hlgh-level Myanmar delegatlon v1s1t Temple of the Emerald Buddha

The President offered flowers
and paid homage to the Emerald
Buddha. He then presented a
marble scale model of the Ma-
ravijaya Buddha Image and cash
donations for general purposes
to the Emerald Buddha through
the officials, who in return pre-
sented religious gifts.

The President and his party
walked clockwise around the
temple, listening to the history
of the Emerald Buddha and
other religious buildings, and
asking questions to learn
more.

Accompaniedby the members
of his entourage, the President
laid a wreath at the Dusit Maha
Prasat Throne Hall in memory
of Her Majesty Queen Sirikit,
the Queen Mother of Thailand,
on the grounds of the Grand
Palace, and donated a marble
scale model of Maravijaya Bud-
dha Image;and laid a wreath
at the Piman Rattaya Throne
Hall in memory of Princess
Bajrakitiyabha, daughter of
Royal Thai King, and donated a
marble scale model of Maravi-
jaya Buddha Image. The Pre-
sident also signed the Book of
Condolences.

Myawady

President U Min Aung Hlaing holds meetlng w1th Actlng Pres1dent of the

National Assembly of Thailand

NAY PYI TAW August 7

President of the Republic of the Union
of Myanmar U Min Aung Hlaing on his
official visit to the Kingdom of Thailand
at the invitation of Thai Prime Minister
Mr. Anutin Charnvirakul held talks
with Acting President of the National
Assembly of Thailand Mr. Mongkol
Surasajja at the National Assembly of
Thailand this morning,.

Onhis arrival at the National Assembly of
Thailand, President U Min Aung Hlaing
along with his entourage was warmly
welcomed by the Acting President of
the National Assembly of Thailand, offi-
cials and staff. The President, the Acting
President of the National Assembly
of Thailand and officials posed for
documentary photos.

The President signed the Guestbook
of the National Assembly of Thailand.

The talk was also attended by members
of the high-level Myanmar delegation
who accompanied by the President,
the Myanmar Ambassador to Thailand
and officials. The Acting President of
the National Assembly of Thailand was
accompanied by senior officers from
the Assembly.

At the talk, the Acting President of
the National Assembly of Thailand
stated that the National Assembly of
Thailand warmly welcomed the high-
level delegation led by President of
the Republic of the Union of Myanmar
U Min Aung Hlaing. Itis amatter of great
pride and pleasure that the President
and the Prime Minister of Thailand were
able to successfully hold discussions
and achieve many positive outcomes,
including the signing of Memoranda
of Understanding between the two

President U Min Aung Hlaing holds talks with Acting President of the National Assembly of
Thailand Mr. Mongkol Surasajja at the National Assembly of Thailand.

countries will be able to work together

He expressed his belief that the two

See Page - 19@@



(0567 1 8-8-2026

Message & Local News 119

Esteemed Citizens of Myanmar and the Peoples of ASEAN,

Today marks the 59* Anniversary of the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN). On this auspicious occasion, I extend my heartfelt wishes
for the good health, prosperity, peace, and well-being of the people of Myanmar
and all the peoples of the ASEAN region.

Established on 8 August 1967 with the vision of building “a united Southeast
Asianregion,”ASEAN has,over the past five decades, successfully evolved into
arules-based and people-centred regional organization founded upon shared
interests, regional stability, and mutual respect and trust. The Treaty of Amity
and Cooperation in Southeast Asia (TAC), signed in 1976, and the ASEAN
Charter, adopted in 2008, have reinforced the principles of mutual respect for
sovereignty, non-interference in internal affairs, the peaceful settlement of
disputes, and rules-based cooperation, thereby providing a solid foundation
for ASEAN’s unity and continued development.

ASEAN has now entered a period of transition from the ASEAN Community
Vision 2025 to the ASEAN Community Vision 2045. The year 2026 marks a
historic milestone, signifying the commencement of the implementation of
the Vision 2045 and its Strategic Plans.It is also a year in which important
foundations are being laid for ASEAN’s long-term growth and development.At
present,as the ASEAN Chair for the year 2026, the Republic of the Philippines
is leading ASEAN under the theme “Navigating Our Future, Together.” This
theme reflects ASEAN’s commitment to promoting regional unity, resilience,
and sustainable development.

Today, ASEAN has grown into a regional grouping with a population of more
than 680 million people. Guided by the ASEAN Outlook on the Indo-Pacific (AOIP),
ASEAN has continued to promote regional peace, stability, and cooperation.
Moreover, through ASEAN-led mechanisms such as the ASEAN Regional
Forum (ARF), the East Asia Summit (EAS), and the ASEAN Defence Ministers’
Meeting-Plus (ADMM-Plus), ASEAN has provided for dialogue and consultation
on regional and international security issues. In the economic sphere, ASEAN
continues to stand as the world’s fifth-largest economic blocand is actively
promoting digital and green economic transformations. Furthermore,through
cooperation in education, healthcare, youth and women’s empowerment, disaster
management, and humanitarian assistance, ASEAN has continued to support
efforts to improve the quality of life and well-being of its peoples.

Nevertheless, ASEAN continues to face a range of challenges, including
strategic competition among major powers, geopolitical tensions, transnational
crimes, online scams, energy and food security concerns, and the impacts of
climate change. As ASEAN Member States face differing social, economic, and
political challenges, their respective interests and policy priorities also vary. In
this regard, any tendency to focus solely on addressing domestic issues within

Message from His Excellency Agga Maha Thray Sithu
Agga Maha Thiri Thudhamma U Min Aung Hlaing,
President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar,

on the Occasion of the 59" Anniversary of the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations
8 August 2026

individual Member States could have significant implications for ASEAN’s
centrality. Therefore, ASEAN must continue to uphold ASEAN Centrality
by fostering unity, mutual respect, and understanding among its Member
States while further strengthening an inclusive and rules-based regional
architecture.

Myanmar joined ASEAN in 1997 and has now reached its 29" year of member-
ship. Throughout this period, Myanmar has actively contributed to ASEAN
through responsible, active, and constructive engagement. It has participated
actively in ASEAN Community-building efforts, regional cooperation initiatives,
and various ASEAN mechanisms. In addition, Myanmar continues to work
closely with fellow ASEAN Member States in advancing the implementation
of the ASEAN Community Vision 2045.

Myanmar successfully held a free and fair multi-party democratic general
election between December 2025 and January 2026, in accordance with the will
of the people.The newly elected Government will continue to advance peace,
stability, and national development through a Myanmar-owned and Myanmar-led
process. At the same time, as an ASEAN Member State,Myanmar will continue
to uphold and adhere to the fundamental principles of ASEAN and work closely
together with its fellow ASEAN Member States in promoting regional peace,
stability and prosperity.

Over the past 59 years, the achievements of ASEAN have been the result of
the consistent adherence to ASEAN Centrality and the principles enshrined in
the ASEAN Charter, underpinned by mutual respect, trust, responsibility, and
the spirit of the “ASEAN Family” among its Member States. While preserving
these strong foundations, ASEAN should continue to build a more resilient,
innovative, sustainable, people-centred community in accordance with the
ASEAN Community Vision 2045 and the principle of “Leaving No one Behind.”
At the same time, I wish to urge all ASEAN Member States to continue working
together to uphold and promote ASEAN’s unity, centrality and core values,
with a view to further enhancing the quality of life of the peoples in the region.

On this auspicious occasion of the 59" Anniversary of ASEAN, I sincerely hope
that all the peoples of ASEAN will continue to uphold the spirit of unity and
the ASEAN Family, and work together even more actively in promoting peace,
stability, and prosperity across the region.I also wish that the ASEAN region will
continue to remain peaceful and stable, achieve sustainable development, and
grow into an even stronger and more resilient community. May all members of
the ASEAN family enjoy good health, happiness, prosperity, and an abundance
of auspiciousness.

Agga Maha Thray Sithu Agga Maha Thiri Thudhamma
U Min Aung Hlaing
President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar

@@ From Page - 18

closely to promote stability, peace, and
the socio-economic development of
the peoples. They will also foster good
cooperation between the two parlia-
ments and exchange experiences in
legislative affairs. He was greatly plea-
sed with the existing friendship and good
relations between the two countries.
The two parliaments will continue to
enhance cooperation and relations.
He wishes the President a successful
visit to Thailand and extends his best
wishes for continued efforts to further
promote cooperation for the benefit of
both countries and their peoples.

The President expressed his pleasure
at having the opportunity to meet with
the Acting President of the National
Assembly of Thailand during his official
visit to Thailand. He stated that the
visit would not only further promote
relations and friendship between the
two countries but also contribute to
enhancing cooperation between the two
governments and the two parliaments.
The President said that Myanmar has
been on the path towards a multi-party
democratic system for only about
15 years and that the Hluttaw is still
relatively inexperienced. Therefore,
Myanmar wishes to further enhance

cooperation between the two parliaments
with the Thai parliament, which has
extensive experience in parliamentary
affairs. Such cooperation would greatly
contribute to strengthening Myanmar’s
democratic process. The President also
noted that both countries are member
states of ASEAN and are also members
of the ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary
Assembly (AIPA).So, cooperation can
be carried out not only between the
two parliaments but also between the
Myanmar Hluttaw and the ASEAN Inter-
Parliamentary Assembly (AIPA). As His
Excellency is aware, a Hluttaw elected
through a fair election in accordance

with democratic principles and a new
government elected by the Hluttaw
has now been established in Myanmar.
Under the Mixed Member Proportional
(MMP) system, which combines the
First-Past-the-Post (FPTP) system
and the Proportional Representation
(PR) system, ethnic parties, smaller
parties, and independent candidates
have gained greater opportunities for
representation in the Hluttaw. The
Myanmar-Thailand Parliamentary
Friendship Association was established
in July this year, and this will enable
the two parliaments to further enhance

See Page - 20e@
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friendship and cooperation. Around
53 percent of Myanmar’s population
is women. The participation of women
in the Hluttaw has also increased, with
women accounting for about 13 per-
cent of members in various Hluttaws,
and women are also serving at the
Union level.

Myanmar and Thailand are not only
geographically neighbouring countries
but also countries with close historical,
religious, cultural, and traditional
ties. During this visit, the President
said he was able to successfully hold

discussions with His Excellency’s Prime
Minister, and they achieved positive
outcomes from the talks aimed at
further promoting and enhancing trade
between the two countries. Myanmar
will also work together with Thailand
to address environmental issues
such as transboundary haze pollution
andriver pollution. Regarding the issue of
transboundary haze pollution, Myanmar
will continue to cooperate in accordance
with the framework agreed upon among
the three countries of Myanmar, Laos,
and Thailand. The President requested
Thailand’s continued assistance in

ensuring that Myanmar citizens and
Myanmar workers residing in Thailand
for various reasons can fully enjoy
their rights and receive protection in
accordance with the law.

Regarding the economic sector be-
tween the two countries, if they review
their respective needs and utilize their
strengths to further enhance investment
and cooperation, they will be able to
make greater progress in promoting
the socio-economic development of
both countries and their peoples. The
President expressed his belief that
the issues discussed today will greatly

882026 | (0363

contribute to cooperation between the
two parliaments. They will continue to
work towards further strengthening and
expanding the existing friendship and
cooperation between the two countries
in the future.

The President and the Acting Presi-
dent of the National Assembly of Thai-
land had documentary photos taken
along with the attendees.

Aftervisiting the assembly, the Presi-
dent visited the National Assembly and
left there. The President was warmly
seen off by the Acting President of the
National Assembly of Thailand. Myawady

mmFrom Page - 21

remain in Thailand for various
reasons. Therefore, personnel
at the Myanmar Embassy and
Military Attaché's Office in
Thailand must protect and assist
Myanmar nationals residing
there to the best of their ability
and work to ensure they receive
accurate information about
the true situation in Myanmar.
Regarding the citizens and
migrant workers who are in
Thailand for various reasons,
he stressed that because they
are Myanmar nationals, discus-
with the Thai Prime Minister
and the Acting President of the
National Assembly of Thailand
to ensure their safety, full

labour rights, and protection
in accordance with the laws of
both countries.

Concerning the state-spon-
sored trainees, he noted that
many military and civilian
trainees from Myanmar are
currently studying in Thailand.
They should study diligently
to gain genuine expertise and
practical knowledge from their
advanced educational experie-
nces. Regarding language skills,
mastering the local language
during their tenure will support
both their official duties and
personal advancement, while
serving as a valuable asset
for bilateral cooperation and
mutual benefits.

Addressing their operational

duties, the President highligh-
ted that diplomatic relations
play acrucial role in international
affairs. Therefore, staff at the
embassy and Military Attaché's
Office must act as dutiful civil
servants to advance the nation's
political, economic, and national
interests, and work to uphold the
country's dignity. Furthermore,
since they are serving the nation
together abroad, they must sup-
port one another and collabo-
rate to fulfill their duties success-
fully.

The President then presented
gifts and monetary awards to
the staff, family members, and
military and civilian trainees
studying in Thailand. The items
were accepted by the Myanmar

Ambassador to Thailand, the
Myanmar Military Attaché (Army;
Navy and Air), and representa-
tive trainees.

Afterward, the President war-
mly greeted the embassy and
military attaché families, ful-
filled their immediate needs,
and signed the embassy guest
book.

The President then warmly
greeted and encouraged Myan-
mar citizens who had come to
the embassy for documentation
services. He stated that as
they are working abroad for
various reasons, they should
not hesitate to seek assistance
from the embassy or Military
Attaché's Office at any time if
they encounter difficulties. He

advised them to live and work
systematically in compliance
with established laws and
regulations, emphasizing that
Myanmar will protect the rights
ofits citizens in accordance with
the law so they do not suffer
losses, alongside other neces-
sary instructions.

Finally, the President inspec-
ted the operations of the em-
bassy staff. He instructed them
to protect Myanmar citizens
and workers in Thailand in acc-
ordance with the law, and urged
them to serve citizens applying
for embassy documentation
with goodwill, empathy, and
patience, alongside providing
other necessary directives.

Myawady

156 arrested, devices seized in cyber scams and online gambhng raid

in Kengtung Township

NAY PYI TAW August 7

The Government is pri-
oritizing the eradication
of cyber scams and online
gambling as a national
duty, targeting activities
that harm global society
and public interests. In
cooperation with domestic
forces and neighbouring
governments, intense cra-
ckdown operations are
underway to permanently
dismantle these criminal
networks.

As part of these efforts,
joint security teams con-
ducted search and inspec-
tion operations to prevent
those engaged in online
fraud and gambling from
operating or residing in
relevant areas.Acting on
tips from responsible citi-
zens, authorities raided a
compound featuring six
buildings near the Naung
Lay Fish Pond Restaurant
in Naung Lay Village, Kat

Pha Village-tract, Keng-
tung Township, Eastern
Shan State, this morning
at around 7:00 AM. Dur-
ing the operation, aut-
horities apprehended 156
suspects involved in ille-
gal online fraud operations.
The detainees include
140 Chinese men, four
Chinese women, one Lao-
tian woman, eight Myan-
mar men and three Myan-
mar women (totalling 148
men and eight women).
Security forces also seized
avast array of operational
equipment including: 658
mobile phones, 134 All-in-
One computers, 28 laptops,
three Wi-Fi routers, 13
Starlink Gen-3 devices,
15 CPU units, five UPS
units, one generator (120
KV), one generator (155
KV), one refrigerator and
one freezer.

The suspects will face
severe legal action under

le natlonals =
- "'!' -

140 Chinese men and 4 Chinese women arrested near Naung Lay Village, Kat Pha Village-tract, Kengtung Township for online

gambling fraud.

Refrigerator

Operational gear seized from illegal online fraud near Naung Lay Village, Kat Pha Village-tract, Kengtung Township.

existing laws following
necessary investigations,
while the confiscated
equipment will be proces-

sed in accordance with
official procedures.

The State remains com-
mitted to actively collabo-

rating with neighbouring
countries, regional nations
and international organi-
zations to eliminate online

gambling fraud and ensure
that suchillegal operations
cannot establish a foothold
within Myanmar. 100
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President U Min Aung Hlaing meets Myanmar Embassy and Defence
Attaché staff, families, and scholars in Bangkok

NAY PYI TAW August 7

At the invitation of Prime
Minister of Thailand Mr. Anutin
Charnvirakul, President of the
Republic of the Union of Myan-
mar U Min Aung Hlaing, who is
currently visiting Thailand, met
with staff and family members
from the Myanmar Embassy and
the Military Attaché's Office, as
well as state-sponsored trai-
nees, at the Myanmar Embassy
in Bangkok this afternoon and
delivered remarks.

First, the President and his
delegation were warmly wel-
comed by the staff, family
members, and trainees from
the Myanmar Embassy and
Military Attaché's Office.

Following this, the Ambassa-
dor presented a briefing re-
garding the President's trip to
Thailand and the operational
duties of the embassy.

In his remarks, the President
stated that this was his first
official visit to Thailand since
assuming office as President.
He explained that he visited to

Bangkok.

meet with staff, family mem-
bers from the embassy and
Military Attaché's Office, and
state-sponsored trainees to
provide necessary guidance.
He emphasized that Myanmar
and Thailand are inseparable
neighbours and good friends.

President U Min Aung Hlaing meets Myanmar Embassy and Military Attaché staff, families, and scholars in

Looking back at history, strong
ties of friendship and warm
relations have consistently exi-
sted between the two countries,
their peoples, and their armed
forces.He noted that Myanmar
entered the path of a multi-party
democratic systemin 2011, and

efforts must be maintained to
ensure this system is firmly
established. Lessons must also
be drawn from the experiences
of mature democratic nations,
including Thailand.The Presi-
dent stated that the unaccep-
table electoral fraud during the

2020 multi-party democratic
general election left a stain on
the history of the country's
democratic journey. Rather
than resolving the political
issue through political means,
the choice of terrorism led the
country to face armed violence,
resulting in ongoing difficulties
and crises that are still being
navigated today. He added
that the government, together
with loyal civil servants and
responsible citizens, is striving
to preserve and maintain the
country in the best possible
manner. Currently, through
a fair election, a parliament
democratically elected and a
new government chosen by
that parliament have emerged.

He further mentioned that
political disagreements in 2020
and the resulting armed violence
led some citizens to migrate and
work in neighbouring countries,
including Thailand. To this day, a
significant number of Myanmar
citizens and migrant workers

See Page - 20 mm

High-level Myanmar delegation led by President U Min Aung Hlaing

arrives back from Thailand to Myanmar

1

_

President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar U Min Aung Hlaing is seen off at the airport.

NAY PYI TAW August 7
After paying a official visit
to Thailand at the invitation
of Prime Minister of Thailand
Mr. Anutin Charnvirakul, a
high-level Myanmar delega-
tion led by President of the Re-
public of the Union of Myanmar

U Min Aung Hlaing left Don
Mueang International Airport
in Bangkok for Myanmar this
afternoon.

The President and delegation
were warmly seen off at the
airport by senior officials and
officials of Thailand led by

Prime Minister of Thailand
Mr. Anutin Charnvirakul, Myan-
mar Ambassador to Thailand
U Zaw Zaw Soe and his wife,
Myanmar Military Attaché
(Army, Navy and Air) Brig-Gen
Win Thu Lin and officials.
During the farewell ceremony,

the Guard of Honour of Royal
Thai Army saluted the President
from both sides of the red carpet.

Members of the entourage of
the President union ministers
U Khin Maung Yi, U Tin Maung
Swe, UKo Ko Lwin, U Khin Maung
Soe and U Tun Ohn, Chief Mini-
ster of Kayin State U Saw Myint
0o, Tanintharyi Region Chief
Minister U Zaw Naing Oo,
senior military officers from
the Office of the Commander-
in-Chief, deputy ministers and
officials also came back with
the President.

During the official visit, the
President met with the Prime
minister of Thailand and the
Acting President of the National
Assembly of Thailand and atten-
ded the Myanmar-Thai econo-
mic forum, discussing promotion
of multi-sectoral cooperation
including economic and trade
sectors and combat against
transnational crimes between
the two peoples, parliaments
and private sectors and enabling
Myanmar citizens who arrived
in Thailand for various reasons
and workers to fully enjoy their

rights and legal protection
and further strengthening the
existing friendship and relations
between the two countries.
Moreover, the official visit of the
President to Thailand is a visit
that has opened a new chapter
in bilateral cooperation and a
meaningful visit for Myanmar
citizens, especially for those
who have arrived in Thailand
and MoUs and agreements that
will benefit the two countries
and the peoples were signed
during the visit.

The high-level Myanmar
delegation led by President
U Min Aung Hlaing arrived
back at Nay Pyi Taw airport
this evening and was welcomed
backed at the airport by Vice
Presidents U Nyo Saw and
Daw Nan Ni Ni Aye, Speaker
of Pyithu Hluttaw U Khin Yi,
Speaker of Amyotha Hluttaw
U Aung Lin Dway, Commander-
in-Chief of Defence Services
General Ye Win Oo, union
ministers, the commander of
Nay Pyi Taw Command and
officials of Royal Thai Embassy

in Myanmar. Myawady
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