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President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar

1D VN1 ' D10) WX (O )\ B E-mail:mwddailynewspapergroup@gmail.com

U Min Aung Hlaing receives delegation led by Chairman of the
National Democratic Alllance Army(NDAA) U Hteln Lin

NAY PYI TAW August 11

A delegation led by Chairman
of the National Democratic Alli-
ance Army(NDAA) U Htein Lin
paid a courtesy call on President
of the Republic of the Union of
Myanmar U Min Aung Hlaing
at the Presidential Palace Re-
ception Hall in Nay Pyi Taw
this afternoon.

Also present were Vice Pre-
sident U Nyo Saw, Chairman of
the National Solidarity and
Peacemaking Negotiation Com-
mittee NSPNC) Lt-Gen Yar Pyae,
Secretary Lt-Gen Min Naing,
Lt-Gen Kyaw Ko Htaik from the
Office of the Commander-in-
Chief and officials. The NDAA
Chairman was accompanied by
Vice Chairmen U San Pae and
U Hsan Lu, General Secretary
U Kyi Myint and Secretary
U Aik Pan.

At the meeting, the NDAA
chairman said the NDAA includ-
ing the Peace and Solidarity
Committee of the Special Region
4 and all the ethnic peoples of
the entire area would like to
express their deepest pleasure
and honor at the election of
U Min Aung Hlaing as the Pre-
sident of the Republic of the
Union of Myanmar. The NDAA

President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar U Min Aung Hlaing receives Chairman of the National Democratic
Alliance Army(NDAA) U Htein Lin.

Mongla group has maintained
good relations with the succes-
sive governments, while leading
on the path to peace, solidarity
and development for over 30
years, he noted. The group has
established constant interre-
lations with the government,
continuing its efforts to ensure
national and peace and stability
and progress at the border areas
by strengthening mutual trust

and cooperation. He made a
request to the President to
continue to promote the socio-
economic life people of Mongla
area, explaining the constructive
results achieved in holding talks
with the NSPNC.

In his discussions, the Presi-
dent explained the peace en-
deavours being undertaken in
accord with the 2008 Constitu-
tion, the possible roles of EAOs

in serving the interest of the
nation and theirrelevant regions,
the government’s support for
all-round development of the
Mongla area by improving road
transportation, the State’s pro-
grams to provide teaching stuff
and buildings for progress of
the education sector of Mongla
area and upgrade hospitals, and
provide health stuff and medical
equipment and medicines for

its health sector development.

The President said that the
Government and the Tatmadaw
are going to send health stuff
to the area for conducting nec-
essary healthcare undertak-
ings there. He noted the provi-
sion of adequate electricity
supply to Shan State (East)
from hydropower stations and
solar power stations in Mongla
area.

The President and the NDAA
chairman cordially discussed
matters relating to the conti-
nuous efforts for peace, stability
and progress of Mongla area,
potential areas where border
trade can be launched for regio-
nal development, informing the
people of Mongla area about
the directives of the Head of
State for the peace process and
regional development, and
attention to be paid to the coor-
dinated efforts for national
development and border area
peace and stability.

After the call, the President
and the NDAA chairman ex-
changed commemorative gifts
and posed for documentary
photos together with atten-
dees.

Myawady

Monywa District grows more than 60,000 acres of phaseolus bean this year

MONYWA August 11

Local farmers have planted
60,900 acres of phaseolus bean
on their croplands in Monywa
District of Sagaing Region this
year, according to the District
Agriculture Department.

During the 2026-2027 mon-
soon cropping season, Monywa
District has set township-wise

cultivation targets for phaseolus
beans as follows: 19,800 acres in
Monywa Township, 4,000 acres
in Budalin Township, 35,200
acres in Ayadaw Township,
and 1,900 acres in ChaungU
Township, for a total of 60,900
acres. Planting is scheduled to
take place from June through
September this year.

“We have targeted the cultiva-
tion of 60,900 acres of phaseolus
beans in Monywa District during
this year’s monsoon cropping
season. Efforts will be made to
ensure that the targeted acre-
age is fully achieved,” said Dr
Tin Mar Mar Oo, Head of the
Department of Agriculture in
Monywa District.

This year, the relevant town-
ship agriculture departments in
Monywa District are providing
support and awareness pro-
grams for pulse growers, focusing
on access to quality seed varie-
ties suited to local conditions, the
adoption of proper cultivation
practices, pest management,
the systematic use of fertilizers,

and measures to improve crop
productivity.

During this year’s monsoon
cropping season, the agriculture
authorities are working closely
with farmers to ensure higheryie-
lds and better-quality pulse pro-
duction by providing the neces-
sary quality seed varieties, agri-
cultural inputs, and post-harvest
technologies, among other forms
of technical assistance. SMK

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive
activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.
3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives
and property of innocent people.
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services into townships and
villages where dedicated health
staff remain scarce, converting
national policy commitments
into services actually delivered
at the school gate.
The Way Forward

Looking beyond School He-
alth Week 2026, implementa-
tion should continue to be guided
by the National Comprehen-
sive School Health Strategic
Plan's four pillars — strengthen-
ing the HPS structure and com-
mittees, improving health lite-
racy and services, harmonis-
ing health and education, and

deepening community part-
nership — while consolidating
the National School Health Po-
licy, Strategy and Monitoring
and Evaluation Framework
first commissioned in 2019 and
aligning it with the emerging
National Youth Development
Policy Framework. Priorities
going forward include synchro-
nising the Health Management
Information System with the
Education Management Infor-
mation System for real-time
monitoring; scaling up mental
health and psychosocial sup-
port services, particularly in
conflict-affected and earth-

quake-affected townships; clo-
sing the persistent urban-rural
and regional gaps in water,
sanitation and basic health se-
rvice coverage; and mobilising
sustained financing, including
through partnership with WHO,
UNICEF and other develop-
ment partners, as domestic
budget allocations to educa-
tion expand over the coming
years.
Conclusion

From the first medical officers
assigned to schools in 1920 to
today's Health Promoting School
framework, Myanmar’s century-
long commitment to school health

Article & Tatmadaw News |19

reflects an enduring recognition
that healthy students make a
healthy, productive nation. As
School Health Week 2026 opens
under a government that has
placed youth development at
the centre of its agenda, the
task ahead is to turn policy
commitments into consistent,
well-resourced practice in every
classroom — from Yangon to the
most remote monastic school.
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60 Chinese nationals arrested with equipment for illegal online scam
and gambling operations in Muse

NAY PYI TAW August 11

The government is treating the
fight against online fraud and
online gambling—which pose a
comprehensive threat to public
interests and are damaging the
socio-economic lives of people
around the world—as a matter
of national priority. In addition
to domestic efforts, the govern-
ment is coordinating with neigh-
bouring countries to carry out
effective crackdowns and sear-
ches to ensure these operations
cannot re-establish themselves.

As part of these efforts, joint
security teams have been con-
ducting investigations and in-
spections within relevant areas
to prevent those involved in on-
line scam and gambling activi-
ties from residing or operating
in these regions. Today, at app-
roximately 10:35 am, authori-

ties raided a house on Mingala
Muse Road in Taw Ywet Ward,
Muse, Northern Shan State.
During the operation, they arre-
sted 60 Chinese nationals—all
male—who were found to be
committing online fraud and
gambling offenses. The items
seized alongside the suspects

included 85 mobile phones of
various types, 11 all-in-one
computers, two Star Link devi-
ces, two power stations, four
laptops, one UPS, two motor-
cycles, and various related acc-
essories.

After necessaryinterrogations
are completed, the arrested

View of the house and workplace where 60 Chinese nationals were operating
online scam and gambling activities in Taw Ywet Ward, Muse.

individuals will face effective
and severe legal action in acc-
ordance with existing laws.
The confiscated equipment
will be processed according to
established procedures.

The State is actively continu-
ing its anti-online scam and

: e
View of the house and workplace where 60 Chinese nationals were operating
online scam and gambling activities in Taw Ywet Ward, Muse.

gambling operations in colla-
boration with neighbouring co-
untries, regional states, and in-
ternational organizations, with
the goal of eliminating such cri-
mes and preventing them from
taking root within Myanmar.
100

Bamauk Township to cultivate more than 38,000 acres of rainfed
paddy this year

BAMAUK August 11
Agricultural data from Katha
District Agriculture Depart-
ment stated that local authori-
ties in Bamauk Township of
Sagaing Region have earmar-
ked cultivation of more than
38,000 acres of rainfed paddy
in the township this monsoon.
During the 2026-2027 mon-
soon cropping season, Bamauk
Township plans to cultivate
38,867 acres of rainfed paddy.

Planting is scheduled to take
place from July through Sep-
tember this year.

“We have targeted the cultiva-
tion of more than 38,000 acres
of monsoon paddy in Bamauk
Township during this year’s
monsoon cropping season.
Efforts will be made to ensure
that the targeted acreage is
fully achieved. Necessary tec-
hnologies and quality seed
varieties will be provided for

paddy cultivation. Field-level
assistance will also be carried
out to help farmers plant their
monsoon paddy on time,” said
Daw Khin Myat Myat Oo, Head
of of the Department of Agricul-
ture in Katha District.
During this year’s monsoon
cropping season, the relevant
township agriculture depart-
ment and local farmers will
work together to ensure that
monsoon paddy can be cultiva-

ted systematically and without
difficulties.

In Bamauk Township, mon-
soon paddy farmers will receive
agricultural technical support,
awareness training on pest
prevention and control, guidance
to minimize crop losses, and
information on ensuring that
harvested paddy is transpor-
ted under shelter in a timely
manner.

To ensure successful cultiva-

tion and good yields from this
year’s monsoon paddy fields in
Bamauk Township, staff from
the Township Department of
Agriculture will provide field-
based technical assistance,
including the selection and culti-
vation of quality certified seeds,
pest surveillance, land prepara-
tion and weeding, rouging of off-
type plants, and the systematic
application of fertilizers.

SK
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Colombia declares emergency after devastating

earthquake

BOGOTA August 11

The death toll from the devastating
earthquake that struck western Colom-
bia has risen to at least 224, according
to the Colombian Association of Capital
Cities (Asocapitales).

The association said on Tuesday that
165 of the fatalities had been recorded
in four regional capitals, accounting for
more than 97 percent of the nationwide
death toll.

Atleast 668 people have been injured
and 165 buildings have collapsed in
the cities, Asocapitales said, adding
that search and rescue operations are
ongoing in the affected areas.

The magnitude-7.4 earthquake struck
on Monday, with its epicenter in western
Colombia, affecting the departments
of Valle del Cauca, Caldas, Choco, and
Risaralda.

Harrowmg footage shows people
fleeing shaking and collapsing build-
ings. A disturbing video filmed in Cali
appears to show four people being
crushed by a falling balcony as they
fled a clinic.

The US State Department pledged

US$-15.5 million in emergency aid to
Colombia for “shelter; food, protection,
and earthquake assessments.”

Twin earthquakes struck neighboring
Venezuela in June, killing more than
6,300 people.

RT

US and Israel agree to remove nuclear
material from secret Syrian site — Axios

WASHIGTON August 11

The US and Israel have reached a
deal with Damascus to remove nuclear
material from a secret site in Syria,
Axios reported on Monday, citing US
and Israeli officials.

According to the publication, the
International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) will be given access to the area,
labeled ‘Site 99’, to recover material
described as remnants from Syria’s
Al-Kibar reactor, which Israel bombed
in 2007.

The site reportedly contains yellow-

cake, a concentrated uranium powder
that can eventually be processed into
nuclear fuel. While the material cannot
be used directly to make a nuclear
bomb, it could potentially be dispersed
using conventional explosives, causing
radiological contamination in what is
commonly known as a dirty bomb.
Israel reportedly bombed the entra-
nces to the site shortly after a coalition
of US-backed rebel groups captured
Damascus in December 2024, toppling
Syria’s longtime president, Bashar
Assad. An Israeli official told Axios that

Israel had threatened to bomb the site
again if the nuclear material was not
removed or if there were signs that
Syria was attempting to access it.
Syrian President Ahmed al-Sharaa,
aformer jihadist commander who was
once on the US wanted list, has sought
to improve the country’s relations with
the West and attract foreign aid to Syria,
which has been ravaged by civil war since
2011. Last month, he revealed that he
was working on a security agreement
with Israel, which has occupied parts of
southwestern Syria since 2024, expand-
ing its presence beyond the Golan
Heights, which it has held since 1967.
RT

Rosatom completes construction of Russia’s 15 4-
generation synchrotron radiation source

MOSCOW August 11

Russia's state nuclear corporation Ro-
satom announced Tuesday the comple-
ted construction of the Siberian Circu-
lar Photon Source (SKIF), the country's
first fourth-generation synchrotron
radiation source.

Located in Koltsovo near Novosibirsk,
SKIF operates at an energy of three
gigaelectronvolts and will provide
powerful X-ray beams for cutting-edge
research in fields including physics,
chemistry, materials science and bio-

logy.

Russian President Vladimir Putin
attended the opening ceremony and said
the project had made Russia stronger by
enhancing the country's technological
capabilities and technological sover-
eignty.

Xinhua

U.S. sees hottest July on record

LOS ANGELES August 11

July was the hottest month ever re-
corded across the contiguous United
States, according to U.S. government
data released Monday.

The U.S. National Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric Administration (NOAA) noted
that the average temperature across
the lower 48 states hit 24.9 degrees
Celsius. July 2026 narrowly surpassed
the previous records set in July 1936
and July 2012, NOAA said.

Average daytime maximum tempera-

tures reached 31.9 degrees Celsius in
July, making it the sixth-warmest month
on record during the day.

The largest anomaly was in overnight
temperatures, according to NOAA.
July 2026 also broke the record for the
average daily minimum temperatures,
at 17.9 degrees Celsius.

The National Weather Service, part of
NOAA, said its experimental HeatRisk
index considers daytime highs and
overnight lows when assessing heat-
related risk, including whether unusually

warm nights may add to heat stress the
following day.

Above-average temperatures covered
large parts of the western and central
United States, as well as parts of the
southern coast and southeast, accord-
ing to NOAA. Only Alaska, which is ex-
cluded from the contiguous U.S. aver-
age, recorded its coldest July since
2008.

Above-average temperatures are
favored across the central and southern
parts of the contiguous United States
in August.

Xinhua
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Thai PM orders
system-wide gun
controls,
purchase permits
suspended

BANGKOK August 11

Thailand's Prime Minister Anutin
Charnvirakul on Tuesday ordered a
nationwide tightening of firearms con-
trols, suspending gun purchase permits
and cracking down on illegally held and
black-market weapons through both
emergency and long-term measures.

During a weekly cabinet meeting,
Anutin called for coordinated action
across multiple agencies to close gaps
in the control system and keep firearms
out of the hands of those who should
not have them, said government spoke-
sperson Rachada Dhnadirek.

With immediate effect, Rachada said,
authorities will stop issuing firearm
purchase permits and halt new welfare
firearm schemes until the cabinet deci-
des otherwise. Registrars must report
to the Ministry of Interior within 30 days
on outstanding permits not yet used for
a purchase.

In a statement, Rachada said gun
owners who bought weapons under an
existing permit have 30 days from the
date of the cabinet resolution to apply
for a possession license or be treated
as holding a firearm illegally.

The Department of Provincial Adm-
inistration will audit dealers nationwide,
reconciling sales against permits, while
the Revenue Department examines
their tax records, she said.

The department will also work with
police and sports authorities to inspect
ammunition held by shooting ranges
and examine their tax records, with
violations to be prosecuted, she said.

Authorities will step up a crackdown on
illegal firearms, she added, with courts
to be asked to impose severe penalties
on offenders.

For longer-term measures, Rachada
said the ministry is to draft amendments
to the Firearms Act within 60 days,
introducing real-time electronic licens-
ing linked to customs and tax databa-
ses, expanded firearm identification
records, greater dealer liability, and
heavier penalties.

Possession licenses would require
renewal every three years, and dealers
and shooting ranges would have to
reconcile sales against inventory daily,
the spokeswoman noted.

The directives followed a mass shoot-
ing at a secondary school on the outskirts
of Bangkok last week that killed nine
people, including the alleged student
attacker.

Xinhua
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Strengthening School Health in Myanmar: Building a Healthier
Future for the Nation’s Youth

As Myanmar prepares to
open the Central-level School
Health Week on 10 August
2026, it is timely to reflect on
the remarkable journey of the
country's school health pro-
gramme — a century-old endea-
vour that has evolved from a
modest medical inspection
service into a comprehensive,
multi-sectoral platform for
nurturing the physical, mental
and social wellbeing of the
nation's students. School health
is not merely a health-sector
concern,; it is a shared national
investment that determines the
strength of Myanmar's human
capital for generations to come.

A Century of School Health

in Myanmar

Myanmar's school health ser-
vices trace their origin to 1920,
when the Ministry of Health, in
collaboration with the Ministry
of Education, first assigned
medical officers and dental
surgeons to school children
under British administration.
Following independence, the
Maternal, Child and School He-
alth Department was establis-
hed in 1953, embedding school
health within the country's
basic health infrastructure.
School health programmes
were formally included in the
first People's Health Plan of
1977-78 as a core community
health project.

A defining turning point came
in 1996, when Myanmar adop-
ted the concept of health pro-
motion in schools in line with
WHO's Global School Health
Initiative, launched the previous
year. The Health Promoting
School (HPS) approach — built
on healthy school policy, physical
and social environment, health
education and services, and
community engagement —
was introduced into existing
school health services, formally
recognising that the “health
for all” and “education for
all” goals are mutually reinfore-
ing.

In 2006, this evolved into the
Nine-Domain Health Promoting
School programme, covering
health education, environmental
sanitation, disease control,
nutrition promotion, medical
examination, community
outreach, counselling, training
and research, and physical
activity. By 2017, the Ministry
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of Health and the Ministry of
Education jointly issued the
National Comprehensive School
Health Strategic Plan (2017-
2022), consolidating decades
of fragmented activity into four
coordinated strategic pillars,
with technical support from
the WHO South-East Asia
Regional Office.

Today, the School Health Di-
vision under the Department of
Public Health continues to lead
national coordination, working
through a five-tier structure of
school health committees —
from the central level down to
individual schools — in par-
tnership with the Ministry of
Education, UNICEF, WHO, the
Myanmar Red Cross Society,
the Myanmar Maternal and
Child Welfare Association, and
other stakeholders.

What the Data Tell Us

The School-based Adolescent
Health Survey (SAHS) 2025,
conducted by the Ministry of
Health from October to Decem-
ber 2025 among 1,155 adoles-
cents aged 13-17 nationwide,
offers the most current picture
of student health. Key findings
include a continuing double
burden of malnutrition (23.0
percent underweight, 6.8 per-
cent overweight, 4.5 percent
obese); poor dietary habits, with
only 13.2 percent eating fruit
twice or more daily against 49.4
percent eating junk food twice
or more weekly; low physical
activity (34.8 percent active at
least 60 minutes daily); high
tobacco exposure (31.0 percent

currently smoke, 81.3 percent
exposed to second-hand smoke);
and early signs of psychosocial
strain (10.4 percent felt lonely
most of the time). On the positive
side, hygiene practices remain
strong (90.9 percent brush their
teeth daily) and preventive
coverage is notable (99.0 per-
cent received deworming, 48.4
percent received the HPV vac-
cine). Together, these findings
point to diet, physical activity,
tobacco exposure and mental
wellbeing as the priority areas
for school-based intervention.
Youth at the Centre of
the Government's 100-Day
Agenda

The Government's report on
its first 100 days, delivered by
President U Min Aung Hlaing to
the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw on 31
July 2026, placed the nation's
youth squarely within its deve-
lopment priorities. According
to the 2024 Population and Ho-
using Census, Myanmar's youth
population stands at approxi-
mately 17 million, accounting
for 32.69 percent of the total
population — a demographic
dividend the President descri-
bed as a golden opportunity for
the country, tempered by con-
cern over rising dropout rates
and gaps in higher education,
vocational training and digital
skills.

The Government has commit-
ted to formulating a National
Youth Development Policy
Framework under the theme
“Empowered Youth, Strong
Nation, Shared Future,” along-
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side short- and long-term plans
for youth development. Within
basic education, more than
7.5 million students are now
enrolled, supported by over
315,000 teachers, alongside
the Smart School programme
and the Football for Schools
programme launched jointly
with the Ministry of Sports.
Education spending is set torise
from 6.92 percent of the state
budget in the 2026-2027 financial
year to 15 percent by 2028-2029
— aclear signal of the priority
now attached to the sector that
underpins school health delivery.
These commitments provide
an important policy window
for reinforcing school health
as an integral part of national
youth investment, rather than
a stand-alone health-sector
programme.
Momentum from the
July 2026 Joint Ministerial
Meeting

This policy commitment has
already begun translating into
concrete decisions. On 27 July
2026, the School Health Central
Committee held its first coordi-
nation meeting at the Ministry of
Health in Nay Pyi Taw, bringing
together senior officials from
the Ministry of Health and the
Ministry of Education. The mee-
ting resolved to extend school
health services beyond govern-
ment basic education schools to
cover private schools, monastic
schools, and industrial, agricul-
tural and livestock breeding high
schools nationwide — closing
a long-standing coverage gap

By Dr Aung Tun, Dr Sumon Myat (School Health)

identified in earlier strategic
reviews of the programme.

The committee also endorsed
the introduction of a Student
Health Record Card for students
from Grade 6 to Grade 12, in-
tended to provide a continuous,
individual health record that
follows each student through
secondary education. Such
a record card, if consistently
implemented and linked to the
Health Management Informa-
tion System, would substantially
strengthen the evidence base
for future SAHS rounds and
allow health and education
authorities to track individual
as well as population-level
outcomes over time.

School Health Week 2026:
Implementation on the
Ground

School Health Week has been
observed nationwide every
year since the 1999-2000 acade-
mic year, after the Ministry
of Education, in coordination
with the Ministry of Health,
designated the second week of
August as School Health Week
in the education calendar dur-
ing the 1998-1999 academic
year.This year's School Health
Weekis scheduled to commen-
ceat the central level in Nay
Pyi Taw on 10 August 2026.
Within the same week, opening
ceremonies will extend to
every Region and State across
the country, reaching down to
rural townships rather than
remaining confined to major
cities — a deliberate effort to
narrow the regional disparities
inimplementation documented
in earlier strategic reviews.

A key operational feature of
this year's programme is the
formation of School Health
Teams in both urban and rural
schools, bringing together
preventive and curative health
staff under one coordinated
team rather than the fragmen-
ted arrangements of the past.
These teams are being reinfor-
ced by volunteers from the
Myanmar Red Cross Society
(MRCS) and the Myanmar Ma-
ternal and Child Welfare Asso-
ciation MMCWA), alongside
general practitioners from the
Myanmar Medical Association
(MMA) at the township level.
This model is designed to ex-
tend the reach of school health

See Page - 190 @
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