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At the invitation of His Excellency Mr. Vladimir Putin, President of the Russian
Federation, His Excellency U Min Aung Hlaing, President of the Republic of
the Union of Myanmar, will pay an Official Visit to the Russian Federation in
the near future.

During the visit, the President of Myanmar will meet with the President
of the Russian Federation, the Prime Minister of the Russian Federation,
and the Chairman of the State Duma of the Russian Federation and other

Press Release

President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar, H.E. U Min Aung Hlaing
to pay Official Visit to the Russian Federation

officials from the Russian Government. The President will cordially discuss
matters relating to the further consolidation of the existing friendly relations
and strategic cooperation in all areas of mutual interest including economic,
security and social spheres.During the visit, the President will also attend the
Myanmar-Russia Business Forum.

The President will be accompanied by Union Ministers and officials during
the visit.

President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar U Min Aung Hlaing

plants ironwood sapling at the third national-level monsoon tree-growing
ceremony for 2026

NAY PYI TAW August 15

The third national-level mon-
soon tree-growing ceremony for
2026 took place on both sides
of Thitkhwa and Kissapanadi
streets north of the Diplomatic
Zone in Dekkhinathiri Town-
ship this morning, attended
by President of the Republic
of the Union of Myanmar
U Min Aung Hlaing who grew
an ironwood sapling.

Also present at the ceremony
together with the President
were Vice Presidents U Nyo Saw
and Daw Nan Ni Ni Aye, Pyithu
Hluttaw Speaker U Khin Yi, Am-
yotha Hluttaw Speaker U Aung
Lin Dway, Commander-in-Chief
of Defence Services General
Ye Win Oo, Union-level dignita-
ries, Union ministers,the Nay Pyi
Taw Council Chairman,senior
military officers from the Office
of the Commander-in-Chief, the
commander of Nay Pyi Taw
Command, deputy ministers,
officers and departmental per-
sonnel from ministries, rectors,
pro-rectors, faculty members,
teachers and students from
universities, colleges and basic
education schools in Nay Pyi
Taw and officials.

In his speech, the President
said the current event is the
third national-level monsoon
tree-growing ceremony for
2026. At the ceremony, 3,000
saplings including ten tree
species of shade trees that
bloom seasonal flowers such
padauk, star flower, flamboy-
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ant tree, ironwood,orchid tree,
and pink shower tree and three
kinds of ornamental flower
plants -- Golden trumpet, Pea-
cock flower, and Bougainvillea
--would be grown on both sides
of Thitkhwa and Kissapanadi
streets north of the Diplomatic
Zone in Dekkhinathiri Town-
ship.

In the past tree-planting
ceremonies were held only in
Nay Pyi Taw. But in the pre-
vious year, they were also held
in Minbu and Meikhtila. This
year, national-level ceremonies
have been organized in PyinOo-
Lwin on 12 July and in Minbu

President U Min Aung Hlaing
cordially converses with
a tree-grower.

the next day.

The tree-planting ceremonies
aim to expand forest cover in
the entire country, creating a
pleasant, green and lush en-
vironment, prevent natural
disasters, ensure abalanced and
favourable climate. The cere-
monies are being held at the re-
spective places across the coun-
try under the leadership of the
State and the public partici-
pation, with greater momentum.
The ceremonies also provide

See Page - 19mm

President of the Republic of the
Union of Myanmar
U Min Aung Hlaing delivers a
speech at the third national-level
monsoon tree-growing

- a\?\ 2 : ; ceremony for 2026.
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support to the work of turn-
ing Nay Pyi Taw into a clean
and green city.

The State is driving its efforts
to the tree-planting ceremonies
as a national task and in this
year, it has already grown 21.37
million trees all across the nation
including in the State-owned
tree plantations.

National prosperity and en-
vironmental conservation are
relying on one another. Climate
change and global warming are
the current environment-related
challenges the world of is facing.
It is common knowledge that
extreme temperatures, drought,
abnormal rainfall are triggering
natural disasters such as floods
and severe storms all across
the world.

The world countries including
Myanmar are suffering consi-
derable economic and social
losses, as they are facing more
natural disasters annually than
in the past.

Myanmar faced natural disa-
sters such as cyclone Mocha in
2023, and super typhoon Yagi
in 2024 that caused floods and
landslides, and they are the
results of environmental dete-
rioration. Recently, floods occ-
urred in certain townships of
Ayeyawady Region, Sagaing
Region, Mandalay Region and
Shan State due to downpours.

The President called on all
government departments and
the public to cooperate actively
with the state’s cross-sectoral
initiatives aimed at climate

change mitigation.

Highlighting the urgency of
the situation, the President
noted that tree planting, forest
conservation and environmen-
tal protection represent the
simplest, most accessible, and
most cost-effective measures
to reduce the risks of natural
disasters. He urged all citizens
to accelerate these efforts nati-
onwide to secure their wides-
pread benefits.

Referring to forests and trees
as the planet’s “Life Supporting
System”, the President unders-
cored that they constitute the
only ecosystem capable of pro-
ducing oxygen -- a fundamental
necessity for the survival of
humanity and all living organi-
sms. Beyond mitigating global
warming, climate change, and
natural disasters, forests pro-
vide essential ecosystem ser-
vices, including soil and water
conservation as well as food
security. As the central pillar
of all natural ecosystems, pro-
per planting, conservation and
systematic management of
forests will foster a green envi-
ronment and support long-
term sustainable national de-
velopment, he stated.

In his address, the President
also drew a cultural comparison,
framing the planting and nurtu-
ring of trees as a form of eternal
merit (Thavara Kusala), yielding
spiritual benefits equal to con-
structing religious buildings,
building roads and bridges, or
digging wells and reservoirs.
Noting that everyone enjoys

cool shade, verdant landscapes,
and colorful, fragrant blossoms,
he encouraged citizens to plant
trees with genuine goodwill so
that all may reap the shared
rewards.

Furthermore, the President
urged relevant authorities to
prioritize achieving the targets
of key national conservation
initiatives aimed at increas-
ing nationwide forest cover.
These include the National
Forest Rehabilitation Project,
the Greening Project for the 13
Districts of the Dry Zone, and
the Integrated Mangrove Eco-
system Management Project
along coastal regions.

He also emphasized the need
to step up tree-planting efforts
along the shoulders of ASEAN
highways, Union highways, and
inter-village and inter-district
roads. Conservation activities
must also target degraded hill-
tops and critical river water-
sheds, alongside establishing
village firewood plantations,
multi-purpose plantations,
urban forestry development,
and municipal greening initia-
tives. The President encour-
aged the planting of long-term
industrial raw crops—such
as bamboo and rubber—wher-
ever suitable. He noted that
such efforts not only preserve
the environment and promote
greening but also directly bol-
ster the national economy.

He stated that in addition to
holding tree-planting festivals,
individuals must plant trees
across various regions through

diverse approaches, including
family, community-based, ward,
village, and township initia-
tives, emphasizing the critical
need to maintain and ensure
that every planted tree survi-
ves.

He urged regional and state
governments, departments, and
organizations to actively work
together with public participa-
tion as a national duty to foster
the development of Green Ci-
ties, Clean Cities, Smart Cities,
and Green Villages across the
country.

He stated that only through
such actions can livable cities,
healthy communities, and cli-
mate-resilient environments be
created, ensuring the prompt
and inevitable realization of
the national goal to achieve
50 percent forest cover across
the country. He added that
the abundance, greenery, and
natural beauty of the nation's
trees and forests can also serve
as the very foundation for citi-
zens' pride, joy, and patrio-
tism.

He stated that the presence
of trees and forests can be
regarded as the legacy of the
past, the benefit of the present,
and the development of the
future. He added that, in line
with the policy "Let us protect
our environment for the pros-
perity of the Nation," he urged
everyone to view and assess
the conservation of trees, for-
ests, and forest ecosystems
which are vital for long-term
national development, food se-
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curity, climate change mitiga-
tion, and natural disaster pre-
vention from all perspectives
and sectors, and to collectively
protect, preserve, and promote
them as a national duty.

President U Min Aung Hlaing
then led the ceremony by plan-
ting an ironwood sapling at the
designated location.

Afterwards, Vice Presidents
U Nyo Saw and Daw Nan Ni Ni
Aye, the Speaker of the Pyithu
Hluttaw, the Speaker of the Am-
yotha Hluttaw, the Comman-
der-in-Chief of Defence Ser-
vices, Union-level dignitaries,
Union Ministers, the Chairman
of the Nay Pyi Taw Council,
Deputy Ministers, departmen-
tal officers and staff from vari-
ous ministries, as well as rec-
tors, pro-rectors, lecturers, tea-
chers, students, and officials
from universities, colleges, and
basic education schools in Nay
Pyi Taw, joyfully planted the
saplings simultaneously.

The President and his party
then toured the venue to encou-
rage those joyfully planting
saplings at the Tree-Planting
Ceremony.

It is reported that a total of
3,000 saplings were planted at
today's Ceremony, comprising 10
shade-providing and seasonally
blooming tree species such as
padauk, star flower, flamboyant
tree, ironwood,orchid tree, and
pink shower tree and three kinds
of ornamental flower plants
-- Golden trumpet, Peacock
flower, and Bougainvillea.

Myawady

Pwintbyu Township plans to grow more than
6,000 acres of pigeon pea this year

PWINTBYU August 15

According to the Township
Agriculture Department, local
authorities earmarked culti-
vation of 6,611 acres of pigeon
pea in Pwintbyu Township of
Magway Region in this mon-
soon.

In Pwintbyu Township, a total
of 6,611 acres of pigeon pea are

targeted for cultivation during
this year’s monsoon cropping
season, with planting scheduled
to take place from June through
September this year, according
to reports.

“This year’s monsoon crop-
ping season, Pwintbyu Town-
ship has set a target of cultiva-
ting 6,611 acres of pigeon pea.

Efforts will be made to ensure
the targeted acreage is fully
achieved. To obtain good yield
and quality in pigeon pea culti-
vation, the necessary agricul-
tural techniques and support
will be provided. Pigeon pea is
cultivated both as a standalone
crop and also intercropped
with crops such as groundnut

and sesame to generate dou-
ble-crop income,” said Daw Moe
Moe Wai, head of the Pwintbyu
Township Agriculture Depart-
ment.

In Pwintbyu Township, the
Agriculture Department will
carry out field-based farmer
education activities for pigeon
pea growers this year, including
the selection and cultivation
of quality pure seeds, correct
cultivation methods, pest pre-
vention measures, and practices

to achieve better yields.

Daw Moe Moe Wai also con-
tinued to say that if pigeon pea
can be cultivated with good
yield and quality, it will not
only ensure local consumption
sufficiency but also allow surplus
production to be exported abr-
oad, thereby increasing far-
mers’ income. Therefore, efforts
should be made to expand pig-
eon pea cultivation more widely
across regions.

SMK

More than 1,000 acres of sesame stated to grow in Kalewa Township

KALEWA August 15

Statistics of Kalewa Township
Agriculture Department stated
that local farmers will grow
more than 1,000 acres of sesame
in Kalewa Township of Sagaing
Region.

During the 2026-2027 mon-

soon crop cultivation season,
Kalewa Township has targeted
the cultivation of 1,011 acres of
rainfed sesame, and farmland
is currently being ploughed in
preparation for planting.

This year, the township agri-
culture department in Kalewa

Township will provide aware-
ness and technical support to
sesame growers on expanding
sesame cultivation, proper cul-
tivation techniques, the use of
GAP methods, cultivation of
high-quality pure seed varieties,
and the planting of high-yield

sesame varieties, according
to reports.

Crops produced under the
GAP system are known to have
higher quality and fetch better
prices than crops cultivated
using other farming methods.
In addition to domestic markets,

such crops can also be exported
to international markets. Due
to these advantages, farmers
cultivating crops under the GAP
system are expected to gain
greater economic benefits and
improve their socio-economic
livelihoods. SK
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Oil spill from grounded vessel

MUSCAT August 15

About 12 km of coastline in
central Oman's Ras Madrakah
area has been affected by oil
spill from the grounded vessel
Caroline Bezengi, the country's
Environment Authority said
Saturday.

The latest field monitoring
showed the oil slick continues
to head southeast toward the
high seas, with the southeas-
tern Masirah Island remaining
within the zone of potential im-
pact, the authority said.

It added that current data

show "no significant traces of
pollution" at other locations.
Meanwhile, the Food Safety
and Quality Center said it was
monitoring fishing grounds and
processing plants and collect-
ing samples for tests to ensure
the safety of fishery products

in potentially affected areas.

The Caroline Bezengi has
been grounded off the Al Hal-
laniyat Islands in Oman's sou-
thern Dhofar Governorate since
June after its crew reported an
explosion on board, according
to media reports.

16-8-2026 | ({55

affects 12 km of C. Oman’s coastline

On Wednesday, the Environ-
ment Authority said the spill had
reachedbeaches in Ras Madra-
kah. It added that salvage opera-
tions were underway to stabilize
the vessel, safely transfer its oil
cargo, and contain the source
of the leak. Xinhua

Seven killed,
23 injured
in bus-truck
collision in
N. Iraq

BAGHDAD August 15

Seven people were killed and
23 others injured on Saturday
when a tourist bus collided with
atruckand overturnedin Iraq's
northern province of Nineveh,
local police and security sources
said.

Lieutenant Colonel Moham-
med Hamid from the Iraqi
police said the bus was carr-
ying tourists from Baghdad
toward Mosul, the provincial
capital of Nineveh, when the
accident occurred on the main
highway in the southern part of
the province.

Some of the injured sustained
severe injuries and were sent
to nearby hospitals, according
to a local security source.

Authorities have launched
an investigation to determine
the exact cause of the crash,
the source added, noting that
some injured passengers said
the driver had periodically fallen
asleep while driving.

Traffic accidents are common
inIraqdue to poorroad conditions
and widespread disregard for
safety regulations.  Xinhua

Strait of Hormuz to be opened only under Iran’s

TEHRAN August 15

A senior Iranian diplomat
said Saturday that the Strait of
Hormuz willbe closed and opened
only under Iran's command.

Kazem Gharibabadi, Iranian
deputy foreign minister forlegal
and international affairs, made
the remarks on X in response to
aclaimby U.S. President Donald
Trump, who said on Friday that
he would soon declare the strait
a U.S. territory.

"The Strait of Hormuz can be
captured neither with a tweet
and aircraft carriers nor by

command:

issuing orders and a stump
speech. Iran is neither afraid
of threats nor intimidated by
displays of power," he said.

"This strait will only be closed
and opened under Iran's com-
mand," he added.

Iran tightened its grip on the
strait on February 28, barring
safe passage of vessels belonging
to or affiliated with Israel and
the United States following
their joint strikes on Iranian
territory.

"After we finish defeating
Iran -- which is being very badly

deputy FM

defeated - pretty soon Ill be
declaring the Hormuz Strait a
territory of the United States,"

Trump sa1d durmg a rally in
New York.
Xinhua

Death to]l from Indones1a s Flores earthquake rises to 47

MAUMERE August 15

The death toll from a 7.7-mag-
nitude earthquake and several
strong aftershocks that struck
off the coast of Flores Island in

eastern Indones1a hasrisen to

47, the country's National Dis-
aster Mitigation Agency BNPB)
said Saturday.

Initslatest update, the BNPB

said at least 346 houses have
been damaged, including 157
that were severely damaged,
41 moderately damaged, and
148 slightly damaged.

The earthquake also damaged
public facilities, including 87
educational facilities, 18 health
facilities, five places of worship,
and six government offices,
according to the agency.

Melki Laka Lena, governor of
East Nusa Tenggara Province,
told a press conference in Ku-
pang on Saturday that some
roads were cut off or blocked
by landslides.

The BNPB has dispatched
food and other relief supplies to

the affected areas, including
supplies from a logistics ware-
house in East Flores Regency.
Relief supplies are also being
sent from Jakarta via the
Halim Perdanakusuma Air
Force Base.

Following the earthquake,
several flights in East Nusa
Tenggara Province were can-
celed.

The earthquake, centered
near Mbay town in Nagekeo
Regency, struck early Saturday
and triggered a tsunami warn-
ing that was later lifted by Indo-
nesia's Meteorology, Climato-
logy and Geophysics Agency.

Xinhua

Russia producing all aircraft
components domestically —

Morocco prevents hundreds of
migrants from illegally entering Spanish

Ceuta - Reports

Industry Ministry

MOSCOW August 15

Russia is the only country in the world
that produces all aircraft components
domestically, the Russian Ministry of
Industry and Trade said on Saturday
on the occasion of Aircraft Manu-
facturers' Day.

"Russia is the only country in the
world where all aircraft components

are produced domestically. This is the
result of many years of work and the
hard work of thousands of specialists,"
the statement read.

The work, knowledge, and skill of
the industry specialists help develop
domestic aviation and strengthen its
technological independence, the ministry
said. Sputnik

MOSCOW August 15

Moroccan security forces thwarted
an attempt by hundreds of migrants to
illegally enter the Spanish autonomous
city of Ceuta, Spanish media reported,
citing sources in Moroccan security
agencies.

The migrants were reportedly hiding
on the outskirts of the Moroccan border
town of Fnidek. Sources told Spanish
media that Moroccan forces dispersed

the migrants in the mountainous area
southwest of Ceuta.

In late July, Ceuta experienced a mas-
sive influx of migrants from Morocco.
Spanish Interior Minister Fernando
Grande-Marlaska said that approxi-
mately 72,000 migrants had entered
the Spanish territory from Morocco.
Authorities in Ceuta said on Tuesday
that approximately 10,000 migrants
remain in the city. Sputnik
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Wife of President Honorary Patron Daw Kyu Kyu Hla attends
13%* Anniversary of MWCDF

NAY PYI TAW August 15

The 13" Anniversary of Myan-
mar Women and Children Deve-
lopment Foundation, which
devotes its relentless efforts to
socio-economic development of
women and children across the
country under the theme “May
All Women and Children Gain
Secure and Beautiful Lives,”
was held at the M Gallery Hotel
in Nay Pyi Taw this morning
and wife of the President of
the Republic of the Union of
Myanmar Honorary Patron of
the MWCDF Daw Kyu Kyu Hla
graced the ceremony.

Alsopresent at the ceremony
were wife of Vice President (1)
U Nyo Saw Honorary Patron of
the MWCDF Daw San San Aye,
Vice President (2) Honorary Pat-
ron ofthe MWCDF Daw Nan Ni
Ni Aye, the wives of the speakers
of the Pyithu Hluttaw and the
Amyotha Hluttaw, the wife of
the Commander-in-Chief of
Defence Services, the wife of
the Deputy Commander-in-
Chief of Defence Services, union
ministers and their wives, the

auditor general of the Union,
the wife of the chairman of the
Union Civil Service Board, the
wife of the chairman of Nay Pyi
Taw Council, the governor of
the Central Bank of Myanmar,
the wife of the Anti-corruption
Commission chairman, the wife
of the commander of Nay Pyi
Taw Command, deputy minis-
ters, director generals, spe-
cially invited guests, chairper-
sons and vice chairpersons of
partner organizations and do-
nors.

First, Chairperson of Myan-
mar Women Affairs Committee
Union Minister for Women Aff-
airs Dr Thet Thet Zin made an
opening speech and chairper-
son of the MWCDF Dr Nandar
Hmoon extended greetings.

Then, artists from the Ministry
of Hotels, Tourism and Culture
performed music to the theme
song of the MWCDF “May All
Women and Children Gain Se-
cure and Beautiful Lives” and
documentary video of 13 years’
activities of the foundation was
screened.
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Daw San San Aye presents an honorary award to a national level prize winner.
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Wife of the President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar Honorary Patron of the MWCDF Daw Kyu Kyu Hla
presents an honorary award to a national level prize winner.

Afterward, wife of the Presi-
dent of the Republic of the Union
of Myanmar Honorary Patron of
the MWCDF Daw Kyu Kyu Hla
presented honorary awards to
prize winners at the national
level in various sectors. Then,
the wife of the Vice President
(1) Honorary Patron of the

[Qeﬁqcﬁa’ﬁémam@}:zc\'ﬁn% RepgePimo: MWCDF maoéiy nadGeoshgéEe:

Vice President (2)

el ealesgesgond
e 25
i -— apoctelds  mfmolypyfmecongoulypmolgd
% u)ﬁcq:;ﬂ:
o o,

L ‘;,W( ségrbeosopimogad :baJE:q rl\{" (¥ A
r\b - [ i 38cloogSu :

Honorary Patron of the MWCDF Daw Nan Ni Ni Aye

MWCDF Daw San San Aye,
Vice President (2) Honorary
Patron of the MWCDF Daw Nan
Ni Ni Aye and wife of the Com-
mander-in-Chief of Defence
Services Daw Nilar presented
honorary awards to chairper-
sons of region and state MW-
CDFs.

a5~ Bl MWCDF wabefiogdcdionofypn il & [

presents an honorary award to a MWCDF state/region chairperson.

Afterward, Daw Kyu Kyu Hla
and guests posed for documen-
tary photographs together and
observed the photo exhibition
of MWCDF activities and exhi-
bition booths of regions and
states.

During the second session of
the ceremony, the annual meet-
ing of the MWCDF was held
under the guidance of the chair-
person and vice chairpersons
of the MWCDF. At the meeting,
expenditure of the foundation,
activities of the MWCDE, organi-
zational set-up and disciplines
of the foundation, the summary
of plans of the foundation and
the financial statement of the
foundation were discussed be-
fore presenting financial sup-
ports, notebooks of the founda-
tion and flyers to state and
region chapters.

Myawady

YeU Township decides to grow more than 1,000 acres of green gram

YEU August 15

Local authorities set a plan to
cultivate more than 1,000 acres
of green gram as monsoon crops
in YeU Township of Sagaing
Region, according to the Town-

ship Agriculture Department.

Local authorities earmarked
cultivaiton of 1,088 acres of
green gram in YeU Township
in 2026-2027 monsoon crop
cultivation season, starting

from June till September.
“This year, during the monsoon
crop cultivation season, YeU
Township is targeting the culti-
vation of more than 1,000 acres
of green gram. Efforts will be

made to ensure the targeted
acreageis fully achieved. Regar-
ding green gram cultivation,
awareness activities are being
carried out to encourage expan-
ded cultivation, and farmers are

alsobeing educated on the use of
high-quality pure seed varieties
to achieve better yields,” said
Daw Aye Nyein Thant, head of
the YeU Township Agriculture
Department. SMK

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive
activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.
3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives
and property of innocent people.
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