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Global news media have presented different accounts of displaced persons
from Rakhine State, and “the boat people” migrating to other countries, as
well as those living in camps in Cox's Bazar, Bangladesh. It is observed that
these reports, publications, and broadcasts are one-sided and based on
misinformation and disinformation. Therefore, Myanmar wishes to clarify the
true account of displaced persons from Rakhine State as follows:

The reality on the ground regarding displaced persons from northern Rakhine
State was that in October and November 2016 and in August 2017, the ARSA
terrorist group carried out simultaneous and coordinated attacks on police
outposts and battalions in northern Rakhine State. In addition, the terrorist
group carried out killings of civil servants and local ethnic people. In a defensive
response, the Tatmadaw had to undertake counter-terrorism measures. As a
result of the threats and attacks by the ARSA terrorist group, local ethnic
people fled to other towns and villages, while a large number of Bengalis
crossed over to Bangladesh.

According to the records, more than 740,000 Bengalis resided in Buthidaung,
Maungdaw and Rathedaung townships in Rakhine State prior to the ARSA
terrorist attacks. Following the incidents, more than 200,000 Bengalis remained
in these areas whereas more than 540,000 Bengalis fled to Bangladesh. Based
on these figures, the narrative referring to more than one million displaced
persons from Rakhine State has been found to be inaccurate.

In order to repatriate the displaced persons, Myanmar concluded three
bilateral agreements with Bangladesh within two months. In accordance with
these agreements, Myanmar made necessary arrangements to receive the
displaced persons on three occasions—on 23 January 2018 as agreed in the
Arrangement, on 15 November 2018 as agreed at the Joint Working Group
meeting, and on 22 August 2019 following notification from China and Bangladesh.
However, none of the displaced persons returned to Myanmar on the three
occasions.

Of the list of 828,824 displaced persons provided by Bangladesh, Myanmar
had verified 426,545 individuals as of 31 July 2026. Among those verified, 308,797

Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Nay Pyi Taw
Dated, 15 August 2026

Press Statement on Myanmar’s ongoing efforts on repatriation
of displaced persons from Rakhine State

(15 August 2026, Nay Pyi Taw)

individuals were found to be former residents of Rakhine State, whereas 4,241
individuals were found to have been involved in terrorist activities, while the
data of 113,507 individuals could not be verified.

In light of the figures mentioned above, Myanmar expresses its concern
over allegations that all individuals residing in the camps in Bangladesh are
from Myanmar. Myanmar categorically rejects the expression and allegations
that “the boat people” and other persons who have arrived in other countries,
using a nomenclature that falsely claims an ethnic identity which has never
existed in Myanmar, originated from Myanmar.

Due to the immigration checks conducted in 1978, 1991 and 1992, some
Bengalis from Rakhine State fled to Bangladesh. However, as per bilateral
agreements between the two countries, Myanmar had successfully received
186,968 displaced persons between 1978 and 1979, and 236,495 displaced persons
between 1992 and 2005.

Myanmar has made every effort with genuine goodwill for expeditious
repatriation of verified displaced persons who had resided in Rakhine State.
In preparation for receiving them under a Pilot Project, Myanmar organized
one “Come-and-See” visit to Rakhine State, two “Go-and-Talk” visits to
Bangladesh, two visits by Myanmar delegations to Bangladesh for in-person
verification process and two diplomatic tours to observe the preparations for
the Pilot Project.

In the spirit of good neighbourliness, Myanmar will continue to cooperate
with Bangladesh to facilitate the voluntary return of verified displaced persons
in a safe and dignified manner. The repatriation of displaced persons is a matter
to be resolved between the two countries. Therefore, Myanmar is deeply
displeased with the wrong portrayal of the issue as an international issue.
Myanmar will continue to cooperate constructively with friendly countries
with regard to the repatriation of displaced persons.

Myanmar will receive the displaced persons who have been verified as former
residents of Rakhine State when the security situation in Rakhine State becomes
more stable.

Green chilli in good trading at domestic
market in Nyaungdon Township

Local traders from Kyaiklat Township
ship large volume of eels to Yangon market

NYAUNGDON August 14

Daw Zar Zar, the owner of green
grocery trading in Nyaungdon Township
of Ayeyawady Region, said that green
chilliis in high demand at the domestic
market in Nyaungdon Township.

Green chilli trading has been perform-
ing well in Nyaungdon Township since
the third week of June this year up to
the present, according to reports. The
area is currently in the green chilli
harvesting season, and green chillies
are fetching up to Ks-8,900 per viss.

“Green chilli trading is currently doing
well. In this area, farmers are growing
two types of green chillies. The chillies
cultivated by local farmers have now
started appearing in the market. As the

green chilli season is underway and
trading conditions are good, farmers
are receiving better prices, while agri-
cultural workers are also seeing improv-
ed employment opportunities. This year,
fewer farmers are growing chillies
compared to last year, and demand from
both the local market and the Yangon
market has increased, resulting in better
trade,” said Daw Zar Zar.

Green chillies grown and produced by
farmers in Nyaungdon Township are
of good quality and free from pests and
diseases. Due to the improved trade of
locally produced green chillies, farmers
and agricultural workers are experienc-
ing better business conditions.

SK

KYAIKLAT August 14

Local merchants from Kyaiklat Town-
ship Agriculture Department in Ayeya-
wady Region sold a large volume of eel
to Yangon market said Daw Zar Zar Oo,
the fishery product wholesaler in Kyai-
klat Township.

In Kyaiklat Township, exports of eels
to the Yangon market increase 56,000
viss. The increase in eel shipments was
due to stronger demand from the Yangon
market.

“Since the first week of last month,
eel exports have noticeably increased.
The rise in eel trading is reportedly
because domestic eel businesses have
resumed operations. Locally produced

eels are mainly shipped to Yangon.
From Yangon, they are further distri-
buted and sold to other domestic and
overseas markets. With demand im-
proving like this, eel farmers, workers,
and eel catchers have seen better busi-
ness opportunities,” said Daw Zar Zar
Oo.

It is reported that in January, the
price of 10 viss of eels exported from
Kyaiklat Township to the Yangon market
reached up to Ks-215,000. Locally pro-
duced eels are mainly shipped to the
domestic Yangon market and then fur-
ther distributed to other regions through
Yangon.

SMK
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Budalin Township to grow more than 5,000 acres of sunflower this year

BUDALIN August 14
The agricultural data compiled by
Budalin Township Agriculture Depart-

ment stated that local authorities have
earmarked cultivation of more than
5,000 acres of sunflower as monsoon

season crop in Budalin Township of
Sagaing Region this year.

They set a plan to grow 5,710 acres
of sunflower in Budalin Township in
2026-2027 monsoon cultivation season.
At present, local farmers are in work
of ploughing the croplands to grow
sunflower.

U Phyo Wai, Head of the Township
Agriculture Department, said: “Authori-
ties earmarked cultivation of more than
5,000 acres of sunflower. We will contri-
bute to meeting the target cultivation.
Sown acreage of sunflower will be
expanded to reduce import volume of
palm oil from abroad. The oil production
of sunflower is larger than groundnut
and sesame. Local farmers prefer to
grow sunflower in cold season.”

To promote the expansion of sunflower
cultivation in Budalin Township, the
Township Department of Agriculture
is intensifying awareness and technical
training programs. It is reported that
training courses aimed at enhancing
the capacity and performance of both
agricultural staff and farmers who will
cultivate sunflowers will be accelerated.

For this year's sunflower cultivation
program in Budalin Township, plans
have been made to provide seeds to
sunflower growers and to sell urea
fertilizer at affordable prices. It is also
reported that sunflower seeds produced
from the harvest will be distributed
through a farmer-to-farmer seed ex-
change system.

SMK

Sesame plantations
thriving in Pwintbyu
Township

PWINTBYU August 14

Sesame plantations irrigated by Mezali
diversion weir are thriving in Pwintbyu
Township of Magway Region.

In Pwintbyu Township, local farmers
have been able to cultivate 57,625 acres
of summer sesame across the entire
township during the summer crop plan-
ting season using water from the Mezali
Diversion Weir, with the aim of ensuring
local edible oil sufficiency and increasing
crop-based income. The cultivated sum-
mer sesame fields are thriving success-
fully as there is sufficient irrigation
water and no pest or disease outbreaks.
Local farmers are expecting good yields
and better market prices during the
harvest season.

“This year’s summer crop planting
season, we were able to cultivate 57,625
acres of sesame. Regarding sesame cul-
tivation, we have provided awareness
and guidance on obtaining quality and
pure seed varieties needed to improve
yields and produce high-quality oil crops,
adopting Good Agricultural Practices
(GAP), and systematically using agricul-
tural inputs and irrigation water. During
the harvest period, we will also provide
support and assistance with timely
harvesting and threshing techniques
to prevent yield losses,” said Daw Moe
Moe Wai, Head of the Department of
Agriculture in Pwintbyu Township.

Daw Moe Moe Wai also said that if ses-
ame is cultivated with good yields and
quality, it can not only ensure sufficient
local edible oil consumption but also gen-
erate income by selling surplus product-
ion, contributing to the improvement
of social and economic livelihoods.
Therefore, efforts must be made to ex-
pand sesame cultivation further.

SMK

Pale Township to grow more than 45,000 acres
of rainfed paddy this year

PALE August 14

The Township Agriculture Depart-
ment stated that local farmers in Pale
Township of Sagaing Region will grow
more than 45,000 acres of rainfed paddy
this year.

During the 2026-2027 monsoon crop
cultivation season, Pale Township has
set a target to cultivate 45,700 acres of
rainfed paddy. The cultivation of monsoon
paddy will be carried out from July to
September this year.

“This year’s monsoon crop cultivation
season, Pale Township has planned to
cultivate more than 45,000 acres of mon-
soon paddy. We will make efforts to
ensure that the targeted acreage is fully

cultivated. We will provide the necessary
cultivation techniques and seeds for mon-
soon paddy farming. We will also conduct
field activities to help farmers plant
monsoon paddy on time,” said Daw Khin
Lay Nwe, Township Head of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture in Pale Township.

It is reported that during this year’s
monsoon crop cultivation season, the
Township Department of Agriculture
and local farmers will work together to
ensure that monsoon paddy is systemati-
cally cultivated without difficulties.

In Pale Township, farmers cultivating
monsoon paddy will be provided with
agricultural technical assistance, awa-
reness on pest prevention, guidance to

prevent crop damage and losses, and
information on ensuring that harvested
paddy reaches storage facilities under
proper shelter in a timely manner.

It is also reported that staff from the
Township Department of Agriculture
will conduct field visits and provide
agricultural technical guidance to ensure
the success and good yields of the
monsoon paddy fields cultivated in Pale
Township this year. The support activities
include selecting and using quality and
pure seed varieties, monitoring pest
infestations, conducting weeding and
soil aeration, removing off-type plants,
and applying fertilizers systematically.

SK

Cucumber marketable with h1gh demand at domestic

market

KANGYIDAUNT August 14

Daw Nyo Nyo, the green grocery tra-
der in Kangyidaunt Township of Ayeya-
wady Region, said that cucumber, pro-
duced by Kyangyidaunt Township, is in
high demand at the domestic market.

In Kangyidaunt Township, locally
grown cucumbers have been traded in
the market since the third week of June
this year, and buying and selling activi-
ties have continued until today. Demand
has increased, with daily purchases
reaching 40,000 to 45,000 cucumbers,
resulting in active trading. The price
has reached up to Ks-13,000 per 100
cucumbers.

“The cucumbers produced from this
area are in high demand from buyers
in other townships. Currently, up to
45,000 cucumbers are being traded. The
cucumbers that are selling well now
are of good quality and fresh. Since they
are locally produced goods, consumers
can buy affordable, clean, and fresh

food products. Other regions are actively
purchasing the cucumbers supplied
from this area. As demand for locally
produced cucumbers has increased,
farmers who grow them are gaining
more opportunities,” said Daw Nyo
Nyo.

Itis reported that Kangyidaunt Town-

\ T
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ship is currently in the season when
locally produced vegetables, including
cucumbers, are available. The strong
demand and active sales of locally grown
cucumbers, the trading of mainly local
products, lower transportation costs,
and the freshness of the produce are
among the benefits. SK
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Israeli military says killed Hamas commander

in Gaza

JERUSALEM August 14

The Israel Defence Forces (IDF) said
in a statement on Friday that it killed
a Hamas company commander who
allegedly took part in the Hamas attack
on southern Israel on October 7, 2023.

According to the statement, the mili-
tant, Muhammad Bassam Muhammad
Mushtaha, who served as a company
commander in the Shati' Battalion of

Hamas' military wing, was struck two
weeks ago in the northern Gaza Strip.

The Israeli military said Mushtaha
was involved in holding several Israeli
hostages captive throughout the war.

The military claimed that Mushtaha
had attempted to carry out attacks aga-
inst IDF troops and Israeli civilians,
prompting the military to target and
kill him.

In October 2025, a ceasefire between
Hamas and Israel came into effect.

Earlier this month, Israeli Prime Mi-
nister Benjamin Netanyahu formally
rejected the U.S.-backed 15-point plan
for ending the Gaza conflict, insisting
that Israel will not withdraw its forces
from the enclave until Hamas is fully
disarmed.

Xinhua

Colombia quake death toll rises to 281

BOGOTA August 14
The death toll from Monday's 7.4-magni-
tude earthquake in Colombia has risen
to 281, with 3,971 people injured and 379
missing, the National Unit for Disaster
Risk Management said Thursday.
The quake now affects 44,936 families
and 102,105 people in 15 departments
and 426 municipalities, the agency said.
It added that 10,677 homes had been
destroyed and 65,841 others damaged.
According to the Colombian Geological
Service, the temblor struck western
Colombia at 7:34 a.m. local time (1234
GMT) Monday. Its epicenter was near
San Jose del Palmar, in the department
of Choco, at a depth of 96 km. Xinhua

Russia strikes Ukrainian forces weapons depot

MOSCOW August 14

The Russian armed forces struck a
warehouse containing weapons, military
equipment, and property belonging to
the Ukrainian armed forces in the port
of Yuzhny with missiles and drones, the
Russian Ministry of Defence said on
Friday.

"During the day, high-precision air-
launched weapons and attack drones

in port of Yuzhny

struck a warehouse containing weapons,
military equipment, and property be-
longing to the Ukrainian armed forces
in the port of Yuzhny," the statement
read.

The Russian armed forces struck
afuel and lubricants tank in the port of
Odessa deployed for the Ukrainian
armed forces, the Russian Defence
Ministry said.

The Russian forces continued to strike
port infrastructure and sea vessels
operating in the interests of the Ukrainian
forces, the ministry said.

"During the day, high-precision air-
launched weapons and attack drones
struck a fuel and lubricants tank in the
port of Odesa intended for the Ukrainian
armed forces," the statement read.

Sputnik

15-8-2026 | (O
Hundreds
evacuated
as French

wildfires spread

PARIS August 14

More than 500 people have been eva-
cuated in the southwestern French
department of Landes as wildfires
continue to spread and threaten nearby
communities.

Prefect Gilles Clavreul ordered an ex-
pansion of the evacuation zone after
the blaze grew to cover around 1,100
hectares, or roughly 2,700 acres, officials
said on Friday. Some 525 people have
now been moved to safety, up from
around 400 on Thursday, when the latest
fire broke out.

France is among several European
countries battling wildfires amid a spell
of extreme heat that has caused health
emergencies and disruptions to power
generation across the continent. Tem-
peratures in Landes are expected to
reach around 36°C, raising the risk of
fresh flare-ups, fire chief Arnaud Fabre
warned, according to French media.

Around 500 firefighters have been
deployed to contain the blaze. Flames
reportedly advanced to within a few
hundred meters of the community of
Luglon, although no homes or other
property have so far been reported
destroyed.

Landes is heavily covered by pine
forests and is particularly vulnerable to
wildfires. The area burned in the current
fire season has already surpassed levels
recorded during the severe wildfire
year of 2022. Across France, around
120,000 hectares, or nearly 300,000 acres,
have reportedly burned.

The French Interior Ministry has said
that 420 people were detained on suspi-
cion of starting fires, either deliberately
or through negligence.

RT

Chinese pioneer space scientist Wang Xiji

BEIJING August 14

Wang Xiji, a Chinese space scientist who made pioneering contributions to
China's rocket and satellite programs, died of illness in Beijing at the age of 105
on Wednesday, the China Academy of Space Technology announced.

His career spanned several fields of the country's early space development,
including sounding rockets, carrier rockets, recoverable satellites and modern
small satellites.

He championed and participated in establishing the disciplines of unguided
rocket technology and space recovery technology. He led the development of
China's first sounding rocket, proposed the technical plan for the first carrier
rocket, and supervised the development of multiple recoverable satellites, mak-
ing China the third country in the world to master satellite recovery tech capa-
bilities, the academy said.

In 1999, Wang was awarded the "Two Bombs, One Satellite" Meritorious Ser-
vice Medal, a national honor that recognizes extraordinary contributions to the
country's early nuclear, missile and satellite programs.

Xinhua

dies at 105
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Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants

and property of innocent people.

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives

Top food scientist: 'I wouldn't touch bagged salad in a million years' - stark
warning as toxic lettuce fuels spread of 'explosive diarrhoea' parasite
* Top dermatologist reveals the SPF mistakes millions still make (and the simple fix that could save your skin).

A food scientist has warned
against eating supermarket
salad leaves, as they're often
laced with a bug that triggers
extreme vomiting and diarrhoea
—and can prove lethal in vulne-
rable Britons.

The so-called 'explosive dia-
rrhoea' parasite, cyclosporiasis,
has already struck down tens
of thousands of Americans this
summer, and is now sweeping
through Europe.

While the pathogen — spread
through contaminated food and
water - is not yet epidemic in
the UK, experts say our salads
are far from risk-free.

'Salads, lettuce and side salad
infections canKill,' Dr Primrose
Freestone, a microbiologist at
the University of Leicester, told
The Times.

'T wouldn't touch a bagged
salad in a million years.'

DrFreestone's warnings come
as health chiefs have announc-
ed the debilitating infection —
which causes weeks of violent
diarrhoea, abdominal cramps
and vomiting — has reached the
UK.

'"Pathogens grow more than
1,000 times better in a salad
bag, evenifit's kept in the fridge,
and they attach themselves to
plastic,' Dr Freestone said.

'The longer they're in there,
the worse it becomes. Germs
use juices from bagged salad
leaves to become more virulent.
And that means they are more
likely to cause infection.'

So far, cyclosporiasis has hit
more than 22,000 people across
45 states, killing two and leaving
hundreds hospitalised. At least
67 Britons have fallen ill since
May.

And contaminated lettuce app-
ears to be the culprit, accord-
ing to reports. But it's not just
this bug that clings to bagged

lettuce.

Last year, the UK Health Se-
curity Agency (UKHSA) report-
ed a 26 percent rise in a rare
strain of E. Coli infections which
canresultin a life-threatening
condition that can lead to kidney
failure.

The sharp rise in cases of
Shiga toxin-producing E. Coli
(STEC) was linked to lettuce in
packaged sandwiches and wr-
aps, which left 86 people hospita-
lised.

Experts believe lettuce's tex-
ture can make it more prone
to the bacteria and the fact it's
not cooked, which would usually
kill off bugs, increases the risk.

'There’s a natural microflora
on lettuce and leaves as they
have been growing out in the
wild. Heat destroys pathogens,
and there’s ariskin eating some-
thing from the ground that has
not been cooked, Dr Freestone
explains.

The way salads are grown
and processed also increases
the risk of infection.

'Flies, wasps and other critters
carry contamination, adding
to the issue at this time of year.
They can all carry pathogenic
bacteria on to fresh produce,'

she added.

While this may sound terrify-
ing, Dr Freestone admitted,
there are ways to limit the risk
and eat salad leaves safely.

Firstly, all pre-packed super-
market salad leaves should be
washed, even if they're labelled
'washed and ready to eat, she
said.

Thisis because the rough and
waxy surface on the leaf makes
it difficult to wash off pathog-
ens, soone wash s rarely enough
to kill off any lurking bacteria.

'Using tap water is fine as it is
clean and provides enough of
asheer force to remove debris,’
Dr Freestone said.

However, there is some evi-
dence that bacteria like E. Coli
can enter the tissue of lettuce,
meaning they can't be simply
washed away.

This is even more important
when it comes to organic salads.
Buying organic will limit expo-
sure to forever chemicals — how-
ever, this alsomeans they haven't
been doused in the chlorinated
water that helps kill off lurking
bugs.

DrFreestone advises avoiding
bagged salads altogether, as
the wet and warm environment

in a bag of salad provides the
perfect conditions for bacteria
to thrive.

Lab trials showed that salmo-
nella—abacteria that causes food
poisoning —increased 2,400-fold
in these conditions.

She added: 'With bagged or
pre-prepared salads, one of the
most important things you can
do is check the use-by date.

'Dark green and moist leaves
means microbial or fungal
action on plant cells is leaching
out fluids from interiors of cells.

'In other words, your lettuce
is starting to rot and you really
need to chuck it out.’

What exactly is the cyclospora
parasite?

Cyclospora is a single-cell org-
anism, meaning, in layman's
terms, it is microscopically tiny.

Itis a parasite that lives and
multiplies in the small intestine,
burrowing into cells that line
the gut wall. The frequent,
watery diarrhoea associated
with the bug is the body's atte-
mpt to expel them.

Symptoms typically go on for
a couple of weeks but can last
up to a month, says Dr Lindsey
Ann Edwards, senior lecturer
inmicrobiology at King's College

London.

She adds: 'The main sign is
very watery diarrhoea over a
prolonged period. While other
bugs may clear up after a few
days, cyclosporiasis continues.'

Some sufferers have describ-
ed having to use the toilet up
to 20 times a day, while others
told of a bubbling, or balloon-like
feeling in the stomach.

The parasite can also cause
abdominal pain and nausea,
but rarely vomiting.

CanlI catchitfrom aninfected
person?

Cyclosporiasis differs from
more common bugs in how it
is spread. 'The parasite can't
be passed on between humans,
unlike many other diarrhoea-
causing infections,' says Profe-
ssor Hunter.

In fact, people become in-
fected with cyclospora only
when they consume food or
water that contains the para-
site.

'If you were just at dinner
with, or even lived with, an in-
fected person, you likely would-
n't get it,' says Professor Hun-
ter.

Instead, outbreaks, such as
the one in the US, occur when
infected faecal matter comes
into contact with crops, usually
due to contaminated water sup-
plies used to wash or grow pro-
duce.

Prof Hunter adds: 'It's raw
vegetables and fruit — crops
you won't typically cook — that
tend to spread cyclospora, as
boiling can Kkill the parasite.

'Salad leaves in particular
are full of nooks and crannies
and have a lot of surface area
for the parasite to lay eggs on.
Andyou don't cook them — mak-
ing them a perfect vehicle for
cyclospora.'

Mail Online
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