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TAZE August 30

According to the Township Agriculture
Department, local farmers planted
29,335 acres of groundnut as monsoon

crops in Taze Township of Sagaing
Region this year.

During the 2026-2027 monsoon cropp-
ing season, Taze Township has set a

target of cultivating 35,710 acres of
groundnut. Planting began in May this
year, and local farmers have grown
29,335 acres of groundnut so far.

“This year’s monsoon cropping season
target for groundnut cultivation in Taze
Township is more than 35,000 acres, and
29,335 acres have already been planted.
We are also making efforts to ensure that
the targeted acreage is fully achieved. As
an oilseed crop, groundnut cultivation
is showing successful results, and the
area under groundnut cultivation has
been increasing year by year,” said
U Ohn Kyaw Myint, Head of the Taze
Township Department of Agriculture.

In Taze Township, farmers cultivate
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Taze Township sees completion of growing groundnut on more than
20,000 acres of croplands

one and a half baskets of seed per acre
of groundnut. The cultivation cost, in-
cluding seed expenses, labour charges,
fertilizers and pesticides, is more than
Ks-200,000 per acre. It is reported that
the average yield is more than 50 baskets
per acre.

This year, staff members from the Taze
Township Department of Agriculture
are conducting field inspections and
monitoring activities at groundnut farms
to ensure successful growth, prevent
pest and disease outbreaks, and control
weeds. They are also collecting field
observation records as part of their
agricultural extension activities.

SMK

Wetlet Township cultivates more than
2,000 acres of vegetables this year

WETLET August 30

Agricultural data compiled by Wetlet
Township Agriculture Department stat-
ed that local farmers planted 2,133 acres
of vegetables in the township during
this monsoon.

During the 2026-2027 monsoon cropp-
ing season, Wetlet Township has set
a target of cultivating 4,225 acres of
vegetables. Vegetable cultivation began
in May this year; and so far; local farmers
have planted 2,133 acres of crops.

“This year’s monsoon cropping sea-
son target for vegetable cultivation in
Wetlet Township is more than 4,000 acres,
and more than 2,000 acres have already
been planted. We are making efforts to
ensure that the targeted acreage is fully
achieved. The vegetable crops include
mustard, chilli, spices, potato, cabbage,
eggplant and cauliflower,” said Daw
Kyin San, Head of the Wetlet Township

Department of Agriculture.

This year, the Wetlet Township De-
partment of Agriculture has been pro-
viding vegetable growers with techni-
cal training on GAP-based cultivation
methods, guidance on producing safe
and healthy vegetables from their farms,
and support to encourage farmers to
expand vegetable cultivation.

Vegetables of various kinds are culti-
vated seasonally every year in Wetlet
Township. The crops have been success-
fully grown, providing income opport-
unities for farming families. The Town-
ship Department of Agriculture is also
providing farmers who grow vegetables
with knowledge and awareness on pro-
per cultivation methods, pest prevention
and control, and the preparation and use
of natural fertilizers, natural pesticides
and pest-repellent solutions.

SK

Pwintbyu Township grows more than
2,700 acres of corns this year

PWINTBYU August 30

Local farmers in Pwintbyu Township
have planted 2,780 acres of corns as
monsoon crops this year, according to
the Township Agriculture Department.

In Pwintbyu Township, a target of culti-
vating 2,796 acres of sweet corn has been
set for this year’s monsoon cropping sea-
son. Planting began in June, and as of
today, a total of 2,780 acres have already
been cultivated.

“This year’s monsoon cropping sea-
son target for sweet corn cultivation in
Pwintbyu Township is 2,796 acres. As
of today, 2,780 acres have already been
planted. We are making efforts to achi-
eve the full targeted acreage,” said Daw
Moe Moe Wai, Head of the Pwintbyu
Township Department of Agriculture.

During this year’s monsoon cropping
season, the Pwintbyu Township De-
partment of Agriculture has been pro-

viding sweet corn growers with agri-
cultural knowledge and awareness
through farmer education talks and
training courses aimed at improving
crop quality and yields. The department
is also conducting field demonstration
activities and providing guidance on
the use of neem-based pesticides as a
preventive measure against fall army-
worm infestation, as well as the proper
application of fertilizers and agricultural
inputs.

Daw Moe Moe Wai said that if sweet
corn is cultivated successfully with im-
proved yields, it will not only ensure ade-
quate local consumption but also allow
farmers to sell surplus production,
generating income and contributing to
the improvement oflocal socio-economic
conditions. Therefore, efforts should be
made to expand sweet corn cultivation.

SK

Pantanaw Township supplies river catfish to

Yangon market

PANTANAW August 30

Daw Aye Win, the owner of
fishery product trading depot
in Pantanaw Township of Aye-
yawady Region, said that local
merchants shipped 52,000 viss
of river catfish to Yangon market.

River catfish exports from Pan-
tanaw Township to the Yangon
market reached 52,000 viss.

“During the past month, we

exported up to 52,000 viss of river
catfish. The volume exported
was considerably higher than
in the previous month. Aquatic
products produced in Pantanaw
Township are being exported
to the Yangon market. Demand
for aquatic products from Yan-
gon has been good both over
the past month and at present.
River catfish are also actively

traded in the domestic market.
As exports have increased,
people involved in the river cat-
fish business have seen better
business conditions,” said Daw
Aye Win.

River catfish exported from
Pantanaw Township to the Yan-
gon market are currently fetch-
ing up to Ks-185,000 per 10 viss,
it is reported. Due to the in-

to the Yangon market, fish far-
mers, fish traders, fish pond

are experiencing improved
business conditions. SMK
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KhinU Township completes cultivation of more than

8,000 acres of vegetables

KHINU August 30

Agricultural data compiled by KhinU
Township Agriculture Department
stated that local farmers planted 8,240
acres of vegetables as monsoon crops
in KhinU Township of Sagaing Region
this year.

During the 2026-2027 monsoon cropp-
ing season, KhinU Township set a target
of cultivating 10,479 acres of vegetable
crops. The cultivation of these vegetable
crops began in May this year, and as of
today, 8,240 acres have already been
planted, according to reports.

“This year’s monsoon cropping sea-
son, KhinU Township has targeted the
cultivation of more than 10,000 acres of
vegetables. As of today, more than 8,000
acres have already been planted. We
are working to ensure that the targeted
acreage is fully achieved. The crops in-
clude mustard greens, chilli, herbs and
spices, potatoes, cabbage, eggplant, and
cauliflower. We are providing farmers
with technical assistance to enable them
to cultivate all vegetables in accordance
with Good Agricultural Practices (GAP).
We are also providing farmers with tech-

»
¥

£ ¥
nical guidance to ensure that the vege-
tables they grow have minimal chemical
residues and are safe and suitable for
consumption,” said U Nay Win Naing,
Head of the KhinU Township Department
of Agriculture.

This year, the KhinU Township De-
partment of Agriculture has been pro-
viding vegetable growers with technical
training on GAP cultivation methods,
technical assistance to ensure that vege-
tables produced from farms meet health
and safety standards, and support to

encourage farmers to expand vegetable
cultivation.

Avariety of seasonal vegetables are cul-
tivated annually in KhinU Township, and
these vegetable crops have been succe-
ssfully produced, generating income
for farming households. The Township
Department of Agriculture is also raising
awareness among vegetable growers on
proper cultivation methods, prevention
of pest infestations, and the preparation
and use of natural fertilizers, natural
pesticides, and insect repellents. SMK

Sagaing Township completes cultivation of more than
14,000 acres of pigeon pea

SAGAING August 30

According to the statistics of Sagaing
Township Agriculture Department, local
farmers planted 14,976 acres of pigeon
pea as monsoon crops in Sagaing
Township this year.

During the 2026-2027 monsoon cropp-
ing season, Sagaing Township has set
a target of cultivating 19,790 acres of
pigeon pea. Planting began in May this
year, and as of today, 14,976 acres have
already been planted.

“During this year’s monsoon cropp-
ing season, Sagaing Township set a

target of cultivating more than 19,000
acres of pigeon pea, and more than 14,000
acres have already been planted. We
are making every effort to ensure that
the cultivation target is fully achieved.
We are also assisting farmers in improv-
ing cropyields. Pigeon pea is cultivated
both as a sole crop and as an intercrop
or double crop,” said U Myo Thant Aung,
Head of the Sagaing Township Depart-
ment of Agriculture.

This year, the Sagaing Township De-
partment of Agriculture has been pro-
viding field-based extension services

to pigeon pea growers, including guid-
ance on selecting high-quality certified
seeds, adopting proper cultivation pra-
ctices, preventing pest infestations, and
improving crop yields.The Township
Department of Agriculture is also disse-
minating technology that promotes the
combined use of urea and borax as a
foliar fertilizer to help pigeon pea far-
mers reduce fertilizer costs. It is report-
ed that the use of urea and borax not only
lowers cultivation expenses but also
helps protect crops from pests and
promotes healthy plant growth. SK
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More than
40,000 acres
of groundnut
planted in
Kanbalu Township

KANBALU August 30

Statistics of Kanbalu Township Agri-
culture Department in Sagaing Region
stated that local farmers have planted
47,413 acres of groundnut as monsoon
crops in Kanbalu Township this year.

During the 2026-2027 monsoon cropp-
ing season, Kanbalu Township set a tar-
get of cultivating 51,901 acres of ground-
nuts. Planting began in May this year,
and as of today, 47,413 acres have been
planted, according to reports.

“This year’s monsoon cropping sea-
son, Kanbalu Township has targeted
the cultivation of more than 51,000 acres
of groundnuts. As of today, more than
47,000 acres have already been planted.
Efforts are continuing to ensure that the
target acreage is fully achieved. As an
oilseed crop, groundnut cultivation is
progressing successfully, and the area
under cultivation has been increasing
year by year,” said U Myo Myint, Head
of the Kanbalu Township Department
of Agriculture.

In Kanbalu Township, about one and
a half baskets of seed are required to
plant one acre of groundnuts. The total
cultivation cost exceeds Ks-200,000 per
acre, including the cost of seed, labour,
fertilizers, and pesticides. An average
yield of more than 50 baskets per acre
can be obtained.

This year, to ensure the successful
growth of groundnut crops in Kanbalu
Township, staff from the Township De-
partment of Agriculture have been con-
ducting field inspections, carrying out
pest and disease surveillance, monitor-
ing weed control, and maintaining field
scouting records to help farmers manage
their crops effectively. SK

TAZE August 30

According to the Township Agriculture
Department, local farmers planted 9,965
acres of green gram as monsoon crops
in Taze Township of Sagaing Region
this monsoon.

During the 2026-2027 monsoon cropp-
ing season, Taze Township has set a
target of cultivating 17,699 acres of green
gram. Planting began in May this year,
and as of today, 9,965 acres have already
been planted.

“We are also providing extension
services to encourage the expansion of
green gram cultivation and educating
farmers on the use of high-quality, certi-

fied seeds to achieve betteryields,” said
U Ohn Kyaw Myint, Head of the Taze
Township Department of Agriculture.

This year, the Township Department
of Agriculture has been assisting green
gram growers in Taze Township by pro-
viding awareness and technical support
on obtaining high-quality, locally suitable
certified seed, adopting proper cultivat-
ion practices, preventing pest infestat-
ions, applying fertilizers systematically,
and improving crop yields.

It is also reported that, during this
year’s monsoon cropping season, the
department has been working closely
with farmers cultivating various pulses

by providing the necessary high-quality
certified seeds, agricultural inputs, and
post-harvest technologies to improve

both the yield and quality of pulse
Ccrops.

SMK
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China and Russia explore inland waterway to
bypass maritime chokepoints

BEIJING August 30

The two countries are consi-
dering the development of a
river route that would connect
China’s western regions to
the Arctic Ocean, as conflicts
around the world expose the
fragility of traditional shipping
lanes, the South China Morning
Post reports.

The 4,248-kilometer route
follows the Irtysh River, which
flows from China’s Xinjiang
through Kazakhstan before
joining Russia’s Ob River and
emptying into the Arctic.

It solves the issue of China’s
current access to the Arctic,
which relies on the Bering
Strait, a narrow passage that
could become a chokepoint in
the event of a US blockade.

Unlike conventional sea

routes that pass through the
Malacca and Bering straits,
this inland corridor would be
largely immune to Western naval
blockades and surveillance,
providing a contingency route
in case the main route becomes
unnavigable.

The Northern Sea Route
through the Arctic has become

N
more viable due to warming
temperatures, and geopolitical
tensions have only accelerated
interestin alternatives. Theroute
offers significant time savings
as avoyage from Chinese ports
to Europe via the Arctic takes
20 days, compared to 40 days
through the Suez Canal.

Sputnik

Philippine province of Tarlac placed under state of
calamity amid heavy rains

&~ 14

MANILA August 30
Tarlac province in the Central

—— T

Luzon region of the Philippines
has been placed under a state

of calamity due to continuous
heavy rain and widespread floo-
ding caused by the southwest
monsoon, Governor Christian
Yap announced on Sunday.
The declaration allows local
authorities to access emergency
funds and speed up relief efforts
for affected communities.
The Philippines has faced
prolonged rains since August,
driven by tropical cyclones and
the southwest monsoon.
Xinhua

781 dead, 2,502 still missing in mudslide disaster in
Nepal: authorities

KATHMANDU August 30
Nepal’s National Disaster
Risk Reduction and Manage-
ment Authority said that as of
6:00 p.m. local time on Sunday,
781 bodies had been recover-
ed from mudslide-hit areas,

with 2,502 people still miss-
ing.

Meanwhile, the Nepal Tourism
Board said that a total of 591
foreign nationals are still out
of communication as of the
same time.

It said in a statement that
289 foreigners have been re-
scued and five are now in con-
tact, including three Spanish
nationals, one American and
one Belgian.

Xinhua
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Iran’s president says peace MoU
with U.S. in interests of Tehran

TEHRAN August 30

Iranian President Masoud
Pezeshkian said on Saturday
the peace memorandum of
understanding (MoU) signed
between Iran and the United
States is in the interests of the
country, West Asia and the world.

During a ceremony in the Ira-
nian capital Tehran, he stress-
ed that with the MoU’s imple-
mentation, the United States
and Israel will not be able to
cause chaos, aggression and
insecurity in the region, and
regional states will be able to
pursue the path of stability and
development, according to a
statement published on the
website of his office.

Pezeshkian highlighted the
need for foiling the “enemies’
sinister plots” through promoting
unity and solidarity among
Muslim states.

He said that Iran has never
been the party to start a war,
adding, “We do not welcome war,
but will stand strongly against
any aggressor; and no power can
force a nation that is standing
with all its might and will into
surrender.”

Also on Saturday, Iranian
Foreign Minister Seyed Abbas
Araghchi warned in a social

media post that “major” efforts
are underway to manipulate
global energy markets for
personal gains and prolong the
U.S. war against Iran.

Separately, Iran’s Islamic Re-
volution Guard Corps announced
on the same day that the coun-
try’s security forces have dealt
a ‘“decisive” blowto a “terrorist”
team affiliated with the United
States and Israelin southeastern
Sistan and Baluchestan pro-
vince, killing one of its members
and arresting six others.

On February 28, Israel and
the United States launched joint
attacks on Tehran and other
Iranian cities. Iran responded
with waves of missile and drone
attacks targeting Israel and
U.S. bases and assets in the
region, and tightened its grip
on the Strait of Hormuz.

On June 18, the United States
and Iran signed the MoU on
ending the war in the region on
all fronts. Under the MoU, they
were scheduled to hold nego-
tiations within a period of 60
days, which ended on August 17,
toreach a final agreement, but
the talks’ fate remains unclear
following the escalation between
the two countries last month.

Xinhua

At least 7 dead after passenger
ferry capsizes off northern Cyprus

NICOSIA August 30

At least 7 people have died,
and 23 others remained missing
after a passenger ship capsized
off Kyrenia in northern Cyprus
on Sunday afternoon, according
to local media.

The vessel, identified as the Ex-
press and operated by Filo Jet,
was carrying 267 people when
it was caught in a storm and
capsized off the coast of Kyrenia
shortly after departing the port,
according to Cyprus media out-

let Philenews.

Turkish Cypriot officials con-
firmed that the vessel was carry-
ing 259 passengers and 8 crew
members. Totally 237 people
have been rescued so far, while
7bodies have been recovered.
Search and rescue operations
are ongoing for 23 missing indi-
viduals.

The cause of the vessel’s cap-
sizing remains under investi-
gation.

Xinhua

Hydrocarbon reserves in Russia’s Far East
comparable to world’s largest basins - Rosnedra

MOSCOW August 30

The Russian Far East’s hy-
drocarbon reserves are com-
parable in volume to the world’s
largest oil and gas basins, Ru-
ssian Federal Agency for Mine-
ral Resources (Rosnedra) head
Oleg Kazanov said in an inter-
view Sputnik ahead of the

Eastern Economic Forum.
The Persian Gulfbasin is the
world’s largest oil and gas pro-
vince. Other major basins are
the West Siberian, Mexican,
Permian and Venezuelan.
Kazanov said that Russia’s
Far East is often called a geolo-
gical “gray spot.” He argued this

was not entirely accurate since
more than 7,800 mineral deposits
have been discovered there.
Atthe same time, much of the
territoryis indeed less explored
than Western Siberia. The main
reasons are remoteness, lack
of infrastructure, challenging
climate and terrain, and the

historical priority of investment
in Western Siberia, the Rosnedra

head said.
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1.

2.

3.

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive
activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives
and property of innocent people.

Unit

English Grammar in Use (Intermediate Level)

4 Verb + -ing or to ... 3 (like / would like etc.)

Exercises

58.1

58.2

58.3

58.4

Write sentences about yourself. Do you like these activities? Choose from these verbs:

(like/dor’'tlike = love hate enjoy don’tmind )

1 (lying) I don't like flying. or 1domt ike t0 fly. s
2 (PIAYING CATAS) ..evuveeriiiiiiieii sttt sttt bttt st st s s s s e s s s bssetsbssebesabsssesesasssesesesesesesasesesasesasasesasesasesesesesesebasesesasasasasasasasas .
3 (DEING ALOMIE) ...ttt ettt sttt sttt ettt s b s e et et et st e et e bbb ettt h et s ettt aeen .
4 (GOING L0 IMUSEUITIS) ...ceeeueeiureieeereecerteteeeetetssstsasts st s st s s e e st s s e sas e esssseasseeassetassetass st esssess st st eeas s easteeassseassseasseeassesassesanssennes .
5 (COOKIIID) .....ocvevereverereteteteteteteteteteteteteseseteteseseteteseteseseseseses et esesesesesesesesesesesesesesesesesesesesasesasasasesasesasasasasasasasesasasasasesasasasasasasasasasesasasasans .

6 (GELLINE UP ALY ... eueieteiiei ettt st st sttt ettt sttt bttt et b eeae .

Make sentences using -ing or to ... . Sometimes either form is possible.
1 Paul lives in Berlin now. It’s nice. He likes it.

2 Jane is a biology teacher. She likes her job

(She / like / teaCh / DIOLOZY) SIIE .....eiuieiieieeeieerieee ettt sttt ettt sttt sttt st easseensseens .
3 Joe always has his camera with him and takes a lot of pictures.

(He / HRE / taKE / PICLUTES) ...vuvevrieerieeerieieeieteiseeieestessessstssesssssssssssssssssesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssessssssesesssssessssssssssesesesssssssssssssssssns .
4 T used to work in a supermarket. I didn’t like it much.

(I/ 1O/ HRKE / WOTK / TREI@) ...ttt ettt ettt ettt sttt bt .
5 Rachel is studying medicine. She likes it.

(She / IKE / StUAY / INEAICIINIE) ......cueeeeieeeeeeeeieeeie ettt sttt ettt b st st eenes .
6 Dan is famous, but he doesn’t like it.

(He / N0t / LIKE / D@ / fAIMOUS) ....ecvvvieeeieieiiicicieisisesie et stssssssessstssss st ssssssesessssssssesessssssssssssessssssesesssssssssssssssssssssssssesesesssens .
7 Jennifer is a very careful person. She doesn’t take many risks.

(She / NOL / HHKE / LAKE / TISKS) ..eucveeeiicieieieiceicetreieei ettt sttt sttt sttt s st sttt neaees .
8 I don’t like surprises.

(I/1ike / KNOW / thin@S / I AAVAIICE) ......oecureieeereeireeeeieieee ettt et s et s s s s s b s st seassenes .

Complete the sentences with a verb in the correct form, -ing or to ... . In two sentences either form is possible.

L1t's fun to go to new places —Tenjoy _travelling. .

2 “WOULA YOU LIKE ..ottt ettt ettt ettt et b et b st s s b bbb s b esebebesebesesesesesesesesesesesane down?’ ‘No, thanks. I’ll stand.’
3 The music is very loud. Would YOU MINd ...........ccoeeeieireieiiiceesisseesssstessssstesesssssssessssssssssesessssssssessssssssesessnns it down?

4 How do you relax? What do YOU LK ...........ccceeieeieeeceececeee ettt in your spare time?

5 When I have to take a train, I'm always worried that I'll miss it. SO THKE .......ccccceevererrrceeresecsceeeee et esssesenens to the station in plenty of time.
B L ENJOY ettt sttt bbb bbb s s b b s s b nenes busy. I don’t like it when there’s nothing to do.
TIWOULA LOVE ...ttt b s sas et s enanses to your wedding, but I'm afraid I’ll be away.
I AONME LKE ...t nes in this part of town. I want to move somewhere else.
9 Do you have a MINULE? PA LKE .......cccveueieieeeieeicceeess sttt sssss st sss s s sssss s s s sasanes to you about something,.
10 If there’s bad news and good NEWS, I LIKE ...........cccoueveieieieeieciceeeee ettt beseaes the bad news first.
11 Shall we leave NOW, OF WOULA YOU PIEIEL .......coovivieeieieieceeeee ettt sssas bbb et sas s sassssssens a little?

12 Steve wants to Win every time. HE NAES ...ttt s bbb ee .

Write sentences using would ... to have (done). Use the verbs in brackets.

11t’s a shame I couldn’t go to the party. (like) 1would like to have gone totheparty. . .. ...
2 It’s a shame I didn’t see the programme. (HKE) .............coveereirireieininiieninessisiesesiseesessssessssssessssessssssssssssssessssssesssnns .
3 'm glad I didn’t lose MY WatCh. (MALE) .......c.ouoiiuiiiiiiee ettt ettt sttt st .
4 It’s too bad I didn’t meet YOUr PArENtS. (IOVE) .......cccuoc ittt ettt st aes .
5m glad I wasn’t alone. (MO / LKE) ........couvveoriririneicincsetriesieteteees sttt sssese s sse st sessssssssessssssesssssssnsssssnsases .

6 We should have travelled by train. (DIEEr) ..........c.oo ettt sttt ettt setes .
Raymond Murphy
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