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9-9-2026 LOCAL NEWS -

MYAWADY [\ §3)\ [e]8EY,

President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar H.E. U Min Aung Hlaing
to make State Visit to the Kingdom of Cambodia

NAY PYI TAW September 8

At the invitation of His Majesty Preah Bat Samdech Preah Boromneath NORODOM SIHAMONTI, King of the Kingdom of Cambodia, President of the Republic
of the Union of Myanmar His Excellency U Min Aung Hlaing will pay a StateVisit to the Kingdom of Cambodia in the near future.

During the visit, the President of Myanmar will meet with the President of the Senate(Acting Head of State) of Cambodia and hold bilateral talks, meet with
the Prime Minister of Cambodia and the President of the National Assembly of Cambodia. Furthermore, the itinerary includes visits to prominent sites and
ancient pagodas.

During the visit, the President will hold cordial discussion and exchange views on further consolidation of the existing friendly relations, promotion of mutually
beneficial cooperation between the two governments, parliaments and peoples, as well as cooperation across economic, cultural, and various other sectors.

The President will be accompanied by Union Ministers and officials during the visit.

Myawady

President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar
U Min Aung Hlaing addresses 2026 International Literacy Day

NAY PYI TAW September 8

The 2026 International Lit-
eracy Day was observed at the
Convocation Hall of the Nay-
pyitaw State Academy in Nay
Pyi Taw this morning, addres-
sed by President of the Re-
public of the Union of Myanmar
U Min Aung Hlaing.

On arrival at the venue, the
President was warmly welco-
med by officials and students.

The President and attendees
toured the booths at the 2026
International Literacy Day com-
memorative exhibition with
keen interest.

Also present on the occasion
togetherwith the President were
Vice President U Nyo Saw and
Daw Nan Ni Ni Aye, Speaker
of Pyithu Hluttaw U Khin Yi,
Speaker of Amyotha Hluttaw
U Aung Lin Dway, Commander-
in-Chief of Defence Services
General Ye Win Oo, union mini-
sters and union level dignitaries,
senior military officers from
the Office of the Commander-
in-Chief, the Nay Pyi Taw
Council chairman, the Nay Pyi
Taw Command commander,
deputy ministers, the secretary-
general of the Myanmar Natio-
nal Commission for UNESCO
and distinguished academics,
departmental personnel, tea-
chers, students and invited

President U Min Aung Hlaing delivers an address at the 2026 International Literacy Day. J

guests.

The ceremony commenced
with a dance to the accompani-
ment of the song “Education for
All” staged by students from
No. 6 Basic Education High
School, Zabuthiri Township,
Nay Pyi Taw.

In his address, the President
said the history of Myanmar’s
literacy campaign began with the
Three Rs (Reading, Writing, and
Arithmetic) activity launched in
East Sanpya Village, Meikhtila
District, in 1964. The Three Rs

campaign, launched through
mass involvement as a national
movement, stands as a successful
milestone in the educational
history.

Due to the mass involvement
allacross the country; the literacy
movement in Myanmar won
the Mohammad Reza Pahlavi
Prize of the UNESCO in 1971,
and the Noma Literacy Prize
in 1983. Myanmar’s literacy
campaign was international
recognized with due respect.
Hence, these successes were

the historic milestones for all
of us to be proud of. Besides,
people must see them as the
clarion calls for the continuation
of the literacy campaign.
Literacy is a fundamental,
inherent right of every human
being. It is also the driving
force essential for human res-
ources development. Only lit-
erate individuals can truly sur-
vive, develop, and thrive in life
through the knowledge they
have acquired. Moreover, they
will be able to fully participate in

the human society by pursuing
academic and general know-
ledge and through correct de-
cision-making ability. In this
regard, the State is promoting
the education sector as a special
priority in accord with the motto
“Letus ensure education sector
for the development of the Na-
tion.” The Education Ministry is
successfullyimplementing basic
literacy programs to ensure
that everyone becomes literate.
The Ministry should continue

SEE PAGE - 22
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its basic literacy programs with
greater momentum.

The 2014 population and hou-
sing census shows that out of
a population of 33.93 million
people aged 15 and above, app-
roximately 3.55 million were
illiterate, with a literacy rate of
89.5 percent; and according to
the inter census in 2019, out of a
population of 37.26 million peo-
ple aged 15 and above, around
4.1 million were illiterate, with
a literacy rate of 89.1 percent,
and a numeracy rate of 89.5
percent.

The President noted that lite-
racyrates remain low among the
public in rural and remote areas
of the country. He mentioned
that while the “3Rs” (Reading,
Writing, and Arithmetic) liter-
acy campaign achieved suc-
cess in eradicating illiteracy
nationwide in the past, renewed
emphasis has been placed on
promoting literacy among all
residents in rural and remote
regions today. Consequently,
he highlighted with satisfaction
that according to the 2024 cen-
sus, Myanmar's literacy rate
has reached 92.1 percent, and
numeracy rate has reached 92.3
percent. He urged all concerned
to continue striving as anational
duty to effectively reduce the
remaining illiterate population
year by year.

He stated that UNESCO's
theme for International Lite-
racy Day this year is "Literacy
for people, the planet, and
prosperity." He noted that
under this theme, individual
literacy serves as a vital resou-
rce that drives political, peace,
social, economic, cultural, and
environmental development
for society as a whole, as
well as for the nation and the
world.

He noted that the Ministry of
Education is placing emphasis
on implementing non-formal
education and equivalence pro-
grams for those who missed
formal schooling, alongside
formal education.

He stated that non-formal
education equivalence pro-
grams, such as Non-Formal
Primary Education (NFPE) for
children who missed or drop-

Literacy Day commemorative exhibition.

{ President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar U Min Aung Hlaing visits the 2026 International J

ped out of primary school, and
Non-Formal Middle Education
(NFME) for youth who comple-
ted primary education but were
unable to pursue middle school,
are actively being provided. Em-
phasizing that these initia-
tives serve as a vital "second
chance" for out-of-school youth,
he called on the Ministry of
Education and regional and
state governments to coordi-
nate seamlessly in their imple-
mentation.

He urged ethnic literature
associations, officials from the
Ministry of Border Affairs and
the Ministry of Ethnic Affairs,
and regional and state govern-
ments to collaborate with the
Ministry of Education to promote
literacy, numeracy, and writing
skills among ethnic populations
inremote areas. Furthermore,
he emphasized that individuals
should not merely be content
with basic literacy and specia-
lized skills, but must actively
read to acquire knowledge and
enrich their lives. Highlighting
State efforts to promote library
development and foster a read-
ing culture nationwide, he stre-
ssed thatlearning is an endless
pursuit, calling for collective
efforts to ensure that literate
citizens continue to read and
build a society grounded in
lifelong learning,.

The Ministry of Education's
sustained efforts to eradicate
illiteracy have yielded signifi-

cant achievements in 2026,
particularly in targeted town-
ships across Kayah State, Mon
State, and eastern Shan State
through collaborative basic
literacy initiatives. These suc-
cesses were driven by the active
participation and support of
respective state governments,
alongside local communities
who recognized literacy as es-
sential for personal advance-
ment and engaged enthusias-
tically. Furthermore, basic edu-
cation teachers deserve high
commendation and gratitude
for generously dedicating their
personal time alongside their
regular duties with goodwill to
assist locals in achieving lit-
eracy.

It was emphasized that lite-
racy not only expands knowle-
dge and understanding but also
raises the standard of living for
individuals. In line with the prin-
ciple of "Education for All", efforts
must be intensified to imple-
ment basic literacy program-
mes, continuing education, and
non-formal primary education
and non-formal middle educa-
tion initiatives to ensure that
all citizens, including those in
rural and remote areas, become
literate. To achieve success in
these endeavours, it was urged
that relevant ministries, volun-
teers, and all parents and citi-
zens work together in unity.
Through literacy, everyone was
encouraged to march forward

9-9-2026

Maung Zaw Hlaing Myo from
Myeik University (Third Year,
Honours, Chemistry).

Following this, Vice President
U Nyo Saw presented awards to
the first, second, and third prize
winners of the 2026 Internatio-
nal Literacy Day higher educa-
tion level poetry competition.
Vice President Daw Nan Ni Ni
Aye presented awards to the
winners of the basic education
level essay competition, while
Union Minister for Education
Dr Chaw Chaw Sein presented
awards to the winners of the
basic education level poetry
competition.

The President and attendees
then watched a video documen-
tary highlighting literacy efforts
and activities being undertaken
in various non-formal education

L President U Min Aung Hlaing presents award to a winner of the 2026 J

International Literacy Day higher education level essay competition.

together toward a peaceful,
prosperous, and developed new
nation.

Subsequently, the President
presented awards to the win-
ners of the 2026 International
Literacy Day higher education
level essay competition. The
first prize winner was Maung
Sai Thu Htwe from Dawei
Education Degree College
(Fourth Year, Science Stream);
the second prize winner was
Ma Ju Ju Khine from Mandalay
Education Degree College
(Fourth Year, Science Stream);
and the third prize winner was

sectors. Afterwards, students
from Basic Education High
School No.(11) in Nay Pyi Taw
Council area performed a tri-
bute song titled "The Land
Where Compassion Blooms" as
a cultural presentation.

Following the performance,
the President presented cash
awards to the student perfor-
mers and posed for a group
commemorative photo with
the attendees.

After the ceremony, the Pre-
sident cordially greeted those
in attendance.

Myawady
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Tatmadaw columns strive to conduct area domination operations along

Kamamaung-Hpapun route temporarily dominated by joint self-serving
terrorist insurgent groups KNU, KNLA, and so-called PDF's
Reconstruction of roads and bridges destroyed by joint terrorist insurgent groups

NAY PYI TAW September 8
Tatmadaw columns are
carrying out area security and
domination operations along
the Kamamaung-Hpapun
route, which was temporarily
dominated by joint terrorist
insurgent groups—comprising
the KNU, KNLA, and the so-
called PDF terrorists acting as
subordinates of the terrorist or-
ganizations NUG and CRPH. In
addition, the military person-
nel collaborated with relevant
officials to repair and reconst-
ruct the roads and bridges along
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drones, and heavy weaponry,
they launched surprise attacks
against small military outposts
providing security along the
route. Although the security
forces resisted with the utmost
resilience under the spirit of
never surrendering to the very
end, the joint terrorist insurgent
groups reinforced their troops
continuously and laid siege. To
minimize casualties and damage
to the lives and property of local
civilians, security personnel
executed a tactical temporary
withdrawal, resulting in the

ndon Bridge.
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Kanyindon Bridge, destroyed by terrorist insurgents.

l Record of reconstruction of the 170-foot steel-truss Bailey bridge at J
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terrorist insurgents.

Documentary photo of arms, ammunition, and related materiel seized from
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Tatmadaw columns retake villages along the Kamamaung-Hpapun route. J

Documentary photo of the Kanyindon Bridge destroyed by terrorist insurgents
using landmines.

the route that were maliciously
and atrociously destroyed by
mine explosions carried out
by the joint terrorist insurgent
groups with utter disregard for
the public.

Starting in November 2024,
the joint terrorist insurgent
groups—subordinates of the
NUG and CRPH known as the
so-called PDF's, alongside KNU
and KNLA terrorists—aimed
to carry out regional sabotage
and disrupt the flow of commo-
dities by seizing control of the
Kamamaung-Hpapun high-
way. Using superior numbers,
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l Tatmadaw columns retake villages along the Kamamaung-Hpapun route.

ing Ti

village

J

joint terrorist insurgent groups
temporarily dominating the
Kamamaung-Hpapun highway
and carrying out various acts
of sabotage.

During their temporary
dominance along the route,
the joint terrorist insurgent
groups committed malicious
and brutal acts of terrorism.
They extorted exorbitant tolls
from passing cargo trucks and
passenger vehicles, looted
goods and supplies, tortured
and murdered civilians at gun-
point, and conducted forced re-
cruitment. Furthermore, they
detonated mines to destroy
critical infrastructure vital for
commodity flow, including the
Yaypu Bridge, the Mile-40 Bridge,
and the Kanyindon Bridge, and
dug cross-ditches to create
roadblocks. As a result, local
travellers and cargo vehicles
dared not commute, which del-
ayed freight transport, caused
border trade to decline, led to
local shortages of food and
consumer goods, and drove up
commodity prices. Due to these
travel restrictions and road
blockades, local healthcare and
children's education suffered
severe disruptions, steadily
devastating the socio-economic
life of the local population.

Therefore, to regain control
of and reopen the route and
to restore the socio-economic
life of the public, Tatmadaw

SEE PAGE - 24 @@
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During the 63 session of the Human Rights
Council, being held in Geneva from 7 September to
9 October 2026, an enhanced interactive dialogue on
the report of the United Nations High Commissioner
for Human Rights (OHCHR) and the report of the
so-called Independent Investigative Mechanism for
Myanmar (IIMM) took place on 7 September.

Myanmar has never recognized the so-called IIMM
since its inception. It is found that this mechanism
itself has numerous weaknesses on legal grounds
(legal shortcomings) and was established with a
politically motivated objective of exerting political
pressure on a sovereign State.

The IIMM originated from the so-called Independent
International Fact-Finding Mission on Myanmar
(FFM), which was established in 2018. The FFM was
created through a unilateral decision by the OHCHR
without the country consent. Subsequently, based on
the findings of the FFM, and under the pretext that
a more robust mechanism was needed to preserve
evidence, the so-called IIMM was established in 2018
pursuant to the Human Rights Council Resolution 39/2.

The Human Rights Council (HRC) is a subsidiary
organ of the United Nations established by United
Nations General Assembly Resolution (A/RES/60/251).

Myanmar’s position on the so-called IIMM

The mandate of the HRC is limited to submitting a
report to General Assembly consolidating resolutions
adopted within a specified period, as well as reco-
mmendations for the further development of inter-
national laws in the field of human rights. It has not
been vested with the legal mandate/authority to
establish any legal, judicial, or investigative mecha-
nism against a country. Therefore, the HRC Resolu-
tion 39/2 establishing the IIMM is a blatant violation
of both the UN Charter and General Assembly Re-
solution A/RES/60/251, which established the HRC.

The IIMM is merely a consequence of targeted,
one-sided, and politically motivated resolutions ado-
pted by the HRC. The IIMM is being used as a poli-
tical tool by a particular country or a group of coun-
tries or regions.

On the other hand, it is observed that there are
no clear provisions regarding the duration of the
IIMM’s mandate. Furthermore, its Terms of Refere-
nce (ToR) state that IIMM may, as its own discretion,
accept funding from UN resources and donor
countries. Such a provision could potentially lead
to the misuse of funds and a lack of transparency
in financial management.

Additionally, the IIMM's annual report (A/HRC/

63/19) is found, as in previous years, to be based
on one-sided allegations against the Myanmar
Tatmadaw, unverified and inaccurate information
from opposition organizations and individuals,
and inflated statistics and figures. Such misguided
characterization of the situation in Myanmar could
not only contribute to violence and instability but
also hinder the Government's efforts to maintain
peace and stability in the country.

Regarding the alleged airstrikes and operations,
counter-terrorism operations are conducted solely
against military targets in accordance with Rules
of Engagement (RoE). These operations respond
to violent seizures of certain towns and villages by
insurgents and terrorist groups to defend the State
and protect public safety. The Tatmadaw exercises
maximum restraint to avoid civilian harm.

Therefore, Myanmar reaffirms its strong objection
to the mandate of the so-called IIMM and categorically
rejects all of its publications and statements, including
its Eighth Annual Report submitted to the Human
Rights Council.

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Nay Pyi Taw

9 September 2026
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route—on September 7.

columns made the necessary
preparations and regrouping in
Kamamaung town. Commencing
on May 5,2026, separate columns
systematically carried out
phased operations to reopen
the route. Consequently, they
successfully retook control of
Kyauk Kwin Lay Village on May
8, Wet Thoe Kho and Mezaing
Chaung Phya Villages on May
10, Nay Ka Village on May 16,
Yaypu Village on May 18, Mile-40
Village on May 24, Noe Khe Doe
and Baw Kyo Hta Villages on
May 31, Ka Taing Ti Village on
June 3, Baw Kyo Le Village on
June 23, Shan Ywa Village on
June 24, Taung Thu Su Village
on June 27, Hparlon Lay Village
on July 25, and Hparlongyi
Village—located approximately
1,800 meters east of milepost
28/5 on the Kamamaung-Hpapun

During these recapture op-
erations, security personnel
fought selflessly without regard
for their own lives, engaging
in 56 armed clashes with the
joint terrorist insurgent groups.
The security forces seized 11
temporary footholds and camps,
13 enemy bodies, 15 assorted
firearms, ammunition and related
accessories, 24 FPV drones, 243
assorted mines, walkie-talkies,
and other equipment. Some
security personnel made the
ultimate sacrifice for the State
and the Tatmadaw.

Additionally, while carrying
out security operations along
the route, military engineering
corps collaborated with officials
from the relevant ministries to
repair and rebuild the bridges
destroyed by mines. The Yaypu
Bridge was completed on June 23,

Documentary photo of transport ope

Record of reconstruction of the 170-foot steel-truss Bailey bridge at Kanyindon Bridge, destroyed by terrorist J

l insurgents.

2026; the Mile-40 Bridge on June
24, and the Kanyindon Bridge
on August 24. Consequently,
motor vehicles and travelers
can now cross these roads and
bridges normally.

Tatmadaw columns, with the

participation and cooperation
of local residents, will continue
operations to regain control of
and reopen the remaining sec-
tion of Hparlongyi-Hpapun along
the Kamamaung-Hpapun route
as quickly as possible. Counter-

terrorism operations will persist
against the terrorist insurgents
who commit acts undermining
national development and de-
vastating the socio-economic
well-being of the local population.

100

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive
activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.
3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives
and property of innocent people.
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