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News release: Arrest and legal action taken against ring leaders
(senior agents) of illegal online gambling operations

NAY PYI TAW September 13

While the Government prioritizes
national peace and stability, the rule
of law, and domestic economic stability,
certain unscrupulous individuals have
established online gambling websites,
advertised them on social media plat-
forms, and provided illicit services to
facilitate online gambling, leading some
members of the public to participate.
Engaging in such gambling activities
has caused financial losses, moral decay,
secondary crimes, and even suicides,
negatively impacting the socio-economic
lives of the public.

To entice more people to gamble
online, operators established tiered
agent levels to manage operations,
recruit users, and expand their gambling
networks. Consequently, authorities

Kyaw Soe Lin, 46, son of U Aung Than

Phyo Theingi, 31, daughter of U Kyi Min

Record photo of arrested online
gambling Senior Agent Phyo Theingi. ’

2,2026, Phyo Theingi, a Senior Agent of
the "Ibet 789" platform, was arrested at
Yangon International Airport in posses-
sion of two mobile phones. On the same

Yin Yin Nu, 49, daughter of U Mya Thein
(Deceased)

focused efforts on apprehending the
primary high-level agents orchestrat-
ing these operations. Following tip-offs
from civic-minded citizens, security per-
sonnel carried out targeted operations
across multiple locations. On September

day, Senior Agent Hnin Wutyi Kyaw, along
with three accomplices, was apprehen-
ded at House No. 670, Ward (5),PyinOo-
Lwin, Mandalay Region, where authori-
ties seized eight mobile phones, one
laptop, one tablet, and one vehicle. The

crackdown continued on September 4,
leading to the arrest of Senior Agent
Kyaw Soe Lin at the Mandarin Hotel in
Yay Oak Kan Ward, Hlaingthaya Town-
ship, along with two mobile phones
and two vehicles. Additionally, Senior

working as an "Ibet 789" agent in 2021
before expanding his operations to
include "Sport 899" and "555 Mix" in
2024, while his wife, Yin Yin Nu, had
also been operating as a Senior Agent
since 2023.

Hnin Wutyi Kyaw

/. 1

Kaung Khant Nyi

Chit Hnin Wai

Zin Nyein Thu

L Record photo of arrested online gambling Senior Agent Hnin Wutyi Kyaw and three suspects. J

Agent Yin Yin Nu was arrested at No.
66/A, Lan Thit (1) Street, Anawmar (1)
Ward, Thakayta Township, with one
mobile phone seized.

According to confessions obtained
from the suspects, Phyo Theingi had
worked as an online gambling agent
since 2023 across the "Ibet 789", "555
Mix", and "Sports Xzone" websites. Hnin
Wutyi Kyaw had served as an agent
for "Ibet 789" since 2022, assisted by
Kaung Khant Nyi, Chit Hnin Wai, and
Zin Nyein Thu. Kyaw Soe Lin started

In total, seven suspects—two males
and five females—were apprehended
along side 13 mobile phones, one laptop,
one tablet, and three vehicles used in
the operations. Legal proceedings are
underway to take effective action against
the perpetrators. Authorities will con-
tinue investigations to dismantle remain-
ing networks and arrest other agent
ringleaders, urging members of the
public to report any information regard-
ing online gambling agents confidenti-
ally to relevant security agencies. 100

Salingyi Township sees completion of growing
more than 1,000 acres of pigeon pea this year

SALINGYI September 13

Based on agricultural data
compiled by Salingyi Township
Agriculture Department of
Sagaing Region, local farmers
have planted more than 1,000
acres of pigeon pea as monsoon
crops in the township.

During the 2026-2027 mon-

soon crop season, local autho-
rities of Salingyi Township ear-
marked to cultivate 30,805
acres of pigeon pea. Cultiva-
tion began in May this year, and
1,500 acres have been planted
so far.

“This year’s monsoon crop
season, Salingyi Township has

planned to cultivate more than
30,000 acres of pigeon pea. More
than 1,000 acres have already
been planted as of today. We are
working to ensure that the tar-
geted acreage is fully cultivated.
We are also providing assist-
ance to achieve good yields from
pigeon pea cultivation. Farmers

cultivate pigeon pea as a sole
crop as well as a mixed crop,”
said U Wai Lin Tun, Head of the
Township Agriculture Depart-
ment in Salingyi Township.
The Township Agriculture De-
partment in Salingyi Township
is conducting field awareness
activities for pigeon pea farmers
on selecting and cultivating qua-
lity and pure seeds, using pro-
per cultivation methods, pre-
venting pest risks, and achieving

good yields.

The Township Agriculture
Department in Salingyi Town-
ship is also disseminating tech-
nologies on the combined use
of urea and borax to help pigeon
pea farmers reduce the cost of
purchasing foliar fertilizers.
The use of urea and borax helps
reduce cultivation costs, protect
plants from pests, and promote
better plant growth.

SMK
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Mawlamyinegyun Township supplies young areca to Yangon market

MAWLAMYINEGYUN September 13

Daw Kyi Htay, the owner of areca trading wholesale
in Mawlamyinegyun Township of Ayeyawady Region,
said that local businesspeople sold a large volume of
areca nut to Yangon market.

Mawlamyinegyun Township exported 66,000 viss of
young areca to the Yangon market. The increase in
shipments of young areca was due to strong domestic
market demand, according to reports.

"More young areca from Mawlamyinegyun Township
in Ayeyawady Region were exported to the Yangon
market in July. We had to send larger volumes to
Yangon because orders for young areca increased.

At present, the price of young areca has reached
Ks-13,500 per viss. As areca trading is currently active,
those engaged in areca cultivation are able to operate
their businesses smoothly," said Daw Kyi Htay.
Traders purchase young areca produced in Maw-
lamyinegyun Township by visiting areca plantations,

selecting and packaging the nuts systematically, and ;

transporting them to the Yangon market. From the
Yangon market, the nuts are further exported to
overseas markets.

Previously, the areca trade mainly consisted of
two markets—green areca and ripe areca. However,
at present, young areca nuts have also become a

L] 4 Wl ;3.‘.
e s geel R

commercially traded product, allowing growers to
sell them without having to wait until the nuts fully
mature. SMK

More than 10,000 acres of

All sown acreage of summer pad-
dy harvested in Shwebo Township

productivity and achieve the
target yield, the Township Dep-
artment of Agriculture suppor-

croplands placed under
pigeon pea in Kyunhla
Township

Kyunhla Township Agricul-
ture Department stated that
local farmers planted 11,512
acres of pigeon pea as monsoon
crops in Kyunhla Township of
Sagaing Region this year.

Local farmers planted 11,512
acres of pigeon pea in 2026-2027
monsoon cultivation season
from May to date against the
target of 11,540 acres of crops
earmarked by local authorities.

“During this year’s monsoon
crop cultivation season, 11,540
acres of pigeon pea were plan-
ned for cultivation in Kyunhla
Township, and 11,512 acres have
already been planted. We are
making efforts to ensure that the
cultivation target is fully met.
We are also providing assistance
to ensure good yields of pigeon
pea. Farmers grow pigeon pea
both as a standalone crop and
as an intercropped or relay

crop,” said Daw Myint Myint Yi,
Head of the Kyunhla Township
Agriculture Department.

It is reported that this year,
the Kyunhla Township Agricul-
ture Department is conducting
field-based awareness activi-
ties for pigeon pea farmers on
selecting and using quality and
pure seeds, following proper
cultivation methods, preventing
pest infestations, and achieving
good yields.

The Township Agriculture
Department in Kyunhla Town-
ship is also disseminating tec-
hniques for using a combination
of urea and borax to help pigeon
pea farmers reduce the cost of
purchasing foliar fertilizers. It
isreported that the use of urea
and borax can reduce cultivation
costs, help protect plants from
pest infestations, and promote
healthy plant growth.

SMK

SHWEBO September 13

Local farmers have reaped
all plantations of summer paddy
in Shwebo Township of Sagaing
Region this year, according to
the township Agriculture Dep-
artment.

During this year's summer
cropping season, Shwebo Town-
ship cultivated 27,003 acres of
summer paddy. Harvesting of
the crop began in June, and as
of today, harvesting has been
completed on 100 percent of the
cultivated area, with an average
yield of 87.48 baskets per acre,
according to reports.

"During this year's summer

cropping season, Shwebo Town-
ship cultivated 27,003 acres of
summer paddy. At present,
harvesting has been completed
on all of the cultivated acreage.
We have provided summer
paddy farmers with agricultural
technical assistance, raised
awareness on pest prevention
and control, advised them on
measures to minimize crop
losses, and encouraged them
to move harvested paddy under
shelter in a timely manner,"
said U Hsan Oo, Head of the
Shwebo Township Department
of Agriculture.

To help increase per-acre

ted summer paddy farmers by
distributing quality certified
seed, providing agricultural
extension pamphlets, organizing
farmer training courses and
educational workshops, and
ensuring the timely availability
of the necessary agricultural
inputs.

Local farmers have been
advised to cooperate with the
Agriculture Department to
make preparations on preven-
tion of pests, fulfilment of fertile
soil and collection of quality
seeds of crops to be able to grow
summer paddy and other crops
in time. SK

KhinU Township sees completion of growing
more than 1,000 acres of monsoon crops

KHINU September 13

According to the Township
Department of Agriculture, local
farmers planted more than
1,000 acres of monsoon crops
in KhinU Township of Sagaing
Region this year.

In 2026-2027 monsoon cultiva-
tion season, local authorities in
KhinU Township earmarked
cultivation of more than 100,000
acres of monsoon crops in KhinU
Township but local farmers
planted more than 1,052 acres
of crops against the target cul-
tivation from June to date.

“During this year’s monsoon
crop cultivation season, a target
has been set to grow 100,000
acres of rainfed paddy in KhinU
Township. As of today, more than
1,000 acres have already been

planted. We are making efforts
to ensure that the cultivation
target is fully met. We are provid-
ing the necessary agricultural
technologies and quality seeds
for monsoon paddy cultivation.
We are also conducting field
visits to assist farmers so that
they can plant monsoon paddy
on time,” said U Nay Win Naing,
Head of the KhinU Township
Agriculture Department.

Itisreported that the relevant
Township Agriculture Depart-
ment and local farmers are
cooperating to ensure that mon-
soon paddy is systematically
cultivated without difficulties
during this year’s monsoon crop
cultivation season.

In KhinU Township, agricul-
tural technology training is being

provided to monsoon paddy
farmers, along with awareness-
raising on pest prevention,
measures to minimize crop
damage and losses, and the
timely storage of harvested
paddy under shelter.

To ensure the successful
growth and good yields of the
monsoon paddy fields cultiva-
ted in KhinU Township this
year, staff from the Township
Agriculture Department are
conducting field activities and
providing agricultural techno-
logy guidance, including the
selection and use of quality and
pure seeds, pest surveillance,
soil stirring and weeding, remo-
val of off-type plants, and syste-
matic application of fertilizers.

SK
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Modi and Xi volunteer mediation efforts on
Ukraine to Putin

MOSCOW September 13

Indian Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and Chinese President
Xi Jinping, during their contacts
with Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin on the sidelines of
the BRICS summit, actively
offered their services to help
resolve the Ukraine issue,
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov said.

“During their bilateral meet-
ings, Modi and Xi took a keen
interest in the Ukraine settle-
ment and actively offered their

solution,” Peskov said.
Putin welcomed this readi-
ness and gave Modi and Xi

oy S
_

good offices to help find a

detailed information on the
situation regarding Ukraine,
Peskov added.

Sputnik

BRICS advocates for all countries to have
equal opportunities for growth - Putin

NEW DELHI September 13

BRICS advocates for all countries to have
equal and unrestricted opportunities for eco-
nomic and social growth while preserving their
unique national cultures and traditions, Russian
President Vladimir Putin said on Sunday.

"The BRICS association has always advocated
and continues to advocate for all countries,
without exception, to have equal and unrestricted
opportunities for steady and balanced economic

being of their populations, while simultaneously

and social growth and for ensuring the well-

preserving their unique national cultures and
traditions and adhering to their own sovereign
development models," Putin said at the BRICS+
session as part of the summit.

The Russian leader arrived in New Delhi on
Friday for a three-day working visit to attend
the BRICS summit, which is taking place in the
Indian capital on September 12-13. The BRICS +
session concludes the forum's working agenda.

Sputnik
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At least 6 dead in Indonesia
passenger vessel accident,
with 130 missing

JAKARTA September 13

Atleast six people have died
after a passenger vessel lost
contact in Indonesia's Java Sea,
while 130 remain missing and
107 others have been rescued,
the country's National Search
and Rescue Agency said Sunday.

Indonesian Minister of Tran-
sportation Dudy Purwagandhi
said at a press conference later
Sunday afternoon that, based
on observations by a helicopter
crew, the vessel had capsized
but had not sunk. The cause
of the accident remains under
investigation.

The country's search and
rescue agency had earlier said
that the vessel had sunk.

The Chinese Consulate Ge-
neral in Surabaya confirmed
to Xinhua that there were no
Chinese nationals aboard the
ship, citing information verified
with relevant authorities of the
Surabaya city government.

The passenger ship, Virgo
Transport 8, was carrying 243

people when it lost contact at
around 2:00 a.m. local time on
Sunday after encountering bad
weather, according to the search
and rescue agency.

The vessel had departed from
Surabayain East Java province
on Saturday and was heading to
Banjarmasin in South Kaliman-
tan province.

The cause of the accident
remains unclear. Indonesian
search and rescue authorities
have deployed personnel, ships
and a helicopter to waters near
the vessel's last known position
to conduct search and rescue
operations.

Indonesia, an archipelagic
country with around 17,000 is-
lands, relies heavily on ferries
and other forms of sea transpor-
tation to connect its islands
and facilitate travel. Maritime
accidents occur from time to
time due to factors including
weather conditions, sea condi-
tions and vessel safety.

Xinhua

Protests reported in Syria
amid fuel price hikes

DAMASCUS September 13

Protests and transport dis-
ruptions were reported in parts
of Syria on Sunday following
sharp increases in fuel prices,
which authorities attributed to
rising international costs, heavy
dependence on imports and the
shutdown of a major refinery
for maintenance.

The Britain-based Syrian
Observatory for Human Rights
reported protests, road blocka-
ges and a strike by some public
transport drivers in several
areas, particularly in the northe-
astern provinces of Hasakah and
Deir al-Zour. Demonstrations
and road disruptions were also
reported in parts of Raqqga
province.

The protests came hours after
new temporary prices took
effect at midnight, with diesel
recording the steepest incre-
ase.

Under the new pricing bulle-
tin, diesel rose 40 percent from
125 new Syrian pounds (about
1.03 U.S. dollars) to 175 pounds
per liter. The price of 95-octane
gasoline increased 28.3 percent
to 195 pounds per liter, while
90-octane gasoline climbed 25.9
percent to 185 pounds.

Abdul Hamid Sallat, a media
official with Syria's energy
authorities, told the state-run
Syrian Arab News Agency on
Sunday that the authorities
recognized that the increases
would place an additional burden
on Syrians already struggling
with difficult living conditions
and low incomes.

However; he said Syria's heavy
reliance on imported energy
products meant domestic pri-
ces could not be insulated from
international market fluctua-
tions.

Xinhua

Wildfire forces evacuation of more than 200 on Croa-

tian island of Brac

ZAGREB September 13

A large wildfire burning on
the Croatian island of Brac for
days has spread toward villages
and tourist facilities overnight,
prompting the evacuation of
more than 200 people, local
media reported Sunday.

Fanned by strong winds, the
fire advanced toward the town
of Milna, prompting authorities
to activate an early warning
system for residents. More than
200 people were evacuated as
a precaution.

Chief Firefighting Comman-
der Slavko Tucakovic told local
media that no one had suffered
serious injuries, although some
people had inhaled smoke. No
serious health consequences

had been reported so far.
Croatia has been hit by a str-
ing of major wildfires this
summer amid unusually hot
and dry weather.
Xinhua

Trump expects war with Iran to end after U.S. midterm elections

LONDON September 13

U.S. President Donald Trump
said Sunday that he expected
war with Iran to end this year;
possibly after midterm elec-
tions due in the United States
in November.

"It'll end right after the mid-

terms. Gasoline's going to drop
like a rock," Trump told repor-
ters during a visit to Ireland.
On June 18, the United States
and Iran signed a memorandum
of understanding on ending
the war in the region. Under
the memorandum, they were

scheduled to hold negotiations
within 60 days, which ended on
August 17, toreach a final agree-
ment, but the fate of the talks
remains unclear following the
recent escalation of hostilities
between the two countries.
Xinhua
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Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly Killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive
activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives
and property of innocent people.

English Grammar in Use (Intermediate Level)

Unit

» Preposition (in/for/about ete.) + -ing

>SA> Ifapreposition (in/for/about etc.) is followed by a verb, the verb ends in -ing:

preposition | verb (-ing)

Areyou interested | in working forus?
I’'m not good @ at learning languages.
Kate must be fed up = with studying.
What are the advantages = of having acar?
Thanks very much | for inviting me to your party.
How @ about meeting for lunch tomorrow?
Why don’tyou goout = instead of @ sitting at home all the time?

Amy wenttowork | in spite of = feeling ill.

You can also say ‘instead of somebody doing something’, ‘fed up with people doing something’ etc. :
I'm fed up with people telling me what to do.
We say:

before -ing, after -ing:
Before going out, I phoned Sarah. (not Before to go out)
What did you do after leaving school?

You can also say ‘Before I went out ...’ and ‘... after you left school’.

by -ing (to say how something happens):
You can improve your English by reading more.
She made herself ill by not eating properly.
Many accidents are caused by people driving too fast.
The burglars got into the house by breaking a window and climbing in.

without -ing:
We ran ten kilometres without stopping.
It was a stupid thing to say. I said it without thinking.
She needs to work without people disturbing her. or ... without being disturbed.
I have enough problems of my own without having to worry about yours.

>C> to + -ing (look forward to doing something etc.)

We often use to + infinitive (to do / to see etc.):
We decided to travel by train.
Would you like to meet for lunch tomorrow?

But to is also a preposition (like in/for/about/with etc.). For example:
We went from Paris to Geneva.
I prefer tea to coffee.
Are you looking forward to the weekend?

If we use a preposition + verb, the verb ends in -ing:
I'm fed up with travelling by train.
How about going away this weekend?

So, when to is a preposition and it is followed by a verb, we use to -ing:
I prefer driving to travelling by train. (not to travel)
Are you looking forward to going on holiday? (not looking forward to go)

be/get used to -ing— Unit 61 Verb + preposition + -ing— Unit 62 while/when -ing — Unit 68B
in spite of — Unit 113 Prepositions — Units 121-136 Raymond Murphy
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