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High-level Myanmar delegation led by President of the Republic of the Union of
Myanmar U Min Aung Hlaing arrives in Malaysia on an Official Visit at the invitation
of Malaysian Prime Minister Dato’ Seri Anwar bin Ibrahim

the Kuala Lumpur International Airport.

l President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar U Min Aung Hlaing being welcomed by Malaysian officials at

) S

NAY PYI TAW October 7
Ahigh-level Myanmar delega-
tion led by President of the Re-

public of the Union of Myanmar
U Min Aung Hlaing left Nay Pyi
Taw Airport by a special flight

J

this morning to pay an Official
Visit to Malaysia at the invitation
of Malaysian Prime Minister

Dato' Seri Anwar bin Ibrahim.

President U Min Aung Hlaing
and his high-level Myanmar
delegation were seen off at
the airport by Vice Presidents
U Nyo Saw and Daw Nan Ni Ni
Aye,Pyithu Hluttaw Speaker
U Khin Yi, Amyotha Hluttaw
Speaker U Aung Lin Dway, Com-
mander-in-Chief of Defence
Services General Ye Win Oo,
union ministers, the Nay Pyi Taw
Command commander; and offi-
cials of the Malaysian embassy
to Myanmar.

The President was accompa-
nied by union ministers U Khin
Maung Yi, U Tin Maung Swe,
U Min Naung, U Myint Kyaing,
U Maung Myint, U Tun Ohn,
Rakhine State Chief Minister
U Naing Oo, Ayeyawady Region
Chief Minister U Aye Kyaw; senior
military officers from the Office

of the Commander-in-Chief, de-
puty ministers and officials.

The President and his high-
level Myanmar delegation arriv-
edat Kuala Lumpur International
Airport, Malaysia, at 12.30 pm
local time and were heartily wel-
comed by officials of the Malay-
sian government led by Mr.
Datuk Seri Johari Abdul Ghani,
Minister of Investment, Trade
and Industry of Malaysia, Myan-
mar Ambassador to Malaysia
U Aung Kyaw Moe and wife,
Myanmar Military Attache
(Army, Navy and Air) Brig-Gen
Nyi Nyi Oo, and officials.

During the welcoming cere-
mony, the Guard of Honour
of Malaysia took positions on
both sides of the red carpet
and gave a salute in honour of
the President.

Myawady

President U Min Aung Hlaing delivers speech on enhancement of bilateral
investment and economic cooperation at Myanmar-Malaysia High Level
Business Dialogue 2026

NAY PYI TAW Octaober 7
President of the Republic
of the Union of Myanmar
U Min Aung Hlaing delivered
remarks on enhancement of
investment and economic coo-
peration between Myanmar and
Malaysia at the Myanmar-Malay-
sia High-Level Business Dialo-
gue 2026 at the Inter Contenental
Kuala Lumpur Hotel in Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia, this after-
noon.The dialogue was jointly
organized by the Republic of the
Union of Myanmar Federation
of Chambers of Commerce and
Industry (UMFCCD and the Nat-
ional Chamber of Commerce and
Industry of Malaysia (NCCIM)
with the aim of promoting invest-
ment and economic cooperation
between the Republic of the

B Lo e

il

Myanmar delegation, officials
of the Malaysian government,

and officials, and top business
people from Myanmar and

were warmly welcomed by offi-
cials and businesspeople from

l President U Min Aung Hlaing delivers speech at Myanmar-Malaysia High-Level Business Dialogue 2026 in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. J
Union of Myanmar and Malaysia. UMFCCI President U Aye Win Malaysia. both countries.

The dialogue was also attend- and members, NCCIM Presi- On arrival at the dialogue, the Inline with the agenda, UMF-
ed by members of the high-level dent Mr. Norsyahrin Hamidon Presidentof Myanmarandparty CCI President U Aye Win and

NCCIM President Mr: Norsyahrin
SEE PAGE -22 @@
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President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar U Min Aung Hlaing
delivers speech to staff, families of Myanmar embassy, office of military
attaché in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar U Min Aung

e R
Hlaing delive;

£

l military attaché and scholarship trainees at the Myanmar embassy in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

rs an address to staff and families of the Myanmar embassy and office of the J

NAY PYI TAW October 7

On his Official Visit to Malay-
sia, President of the Republic
of the Union of Myanmar
U Min Aung Hlaing met with
and delivered an address to
staff and families of the Myan-
mar embassy and office of
the military attaché in Kuala
Lumpur at the embassy this
evening.

First, members of the high-
level Myanmar delegation led
by the President arrived at the
Myanmar embassy and were
warmly greeted by staff and
families of the embassy and
office of the military attaché.

Then, the ambassador and
the military attaché introduced
staff and families of the embassy
and office of the military attaché
to the President and briefed the
President on their performance
of duties.

Then, the President deliver-
ed an address to the staff and
families of the embassy and the
office of the military attaché,
saying Myanmar and Malaysia
are members of the ASEAN,
which is an organization built
as a community. Looking back
at the successive eras, it can be
seen that good relations, friend-
ship and commerecial activities

between the two countries have
been maintained. Staff of the
embassy and office of the military
attaché are required to continue
toboost the existing relation and
economic cooperation between
the two countries.

There are Myanmar nationals
who are in Malaysia for various
reasons and working in the
country and staff of the embassy
and office of the military attaché
are required to protect them as
much as possible. As they are
Myanmar citizens, measures
must be taken to enable them
to enjoy safety and labor rights
fully and to protect them in accor-

dance with the law of the two
countries.

Forthe economic development
of the country, it is necessary to
maintain commerecial activities
and relations with foreign coun-
tries. In doing so, diplomats are
required to consolidate the eff-
orts on one hand. As there are
goods exported from Myanmar
to Malaysia and imported from
Malaysia to Myanmar, concerted
efforts mustbe made to maintain
the momentum of economic
cooperation. It is also necessary
to increase the engagement
between social organizations
and the people of the two coun-

tries.

In connection with awarding
scholarships, such efforts must
be encouraged as our country
is required to enhance the edu-
cation sector without fail. As
Malaysia is a strong country
in terms of education, it will
be beneficial for Myanmar if
scholarship winners can be
sent to the country.

As people performing duties
of the country abroad, staff and
families of the embassy and
office of the military attaché
are required to make concerted
efforts to perform their duties
responsibly and to preserve
the prestige of the race and the
country. The President also gave
other necessary instructions.

After the meeting, the Presi-
dent presented gifts and cash
rewards for staff, families and
scholarship trainees to the am-
bassador, the military attaché
(Army, Navy and Air) and scho-
larship trainees.

Then, the President cordially
greeted staff of the embassy and
office of the military attaché,
families and scholarship trainees
and signed the guest book of
the embassy.

Myawady
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Hamidon extended greetings.

With regard to enhancement
ofinvestment and economic coo-
peration between the two coun-
tries, the President of Myanmar
said that the two countries share
a common history and are both
ASEAN member states geogra-
phically situated in the South-
east Asian region. At present,
bilateral relations have gradually
expanded beyond the political
and diplomatic spheres to en-
compass various areas, includ-
ing the economy, trade, invest-
ment, communications and tech-
nology, energy, tourism, educat-
ion and culture. Therefore, the
time has come to further stren-
gthen Myanmar-Malaysia
relations and build a stronger

economic partnership based on
the existing bonds of friendship
and cordial relations between
the two countries.

The world today is experien-
cing rapid economic and tech-
nological changes and is facing
regional and global challenges.
Amid such challenges, ensuring
economic resilience has also
become increasingly important
for countries. Against this back-
drop, mutual trust, respect and
mutually beneficial cooperation
among countries in the region
have become more important
than ever. In terms of economic
cooperation between the two
countries, Malaysia is currently
one of Myanmar’s important
trading partners. Bilateral
trade between the two countries

amounted to US$-1.662 billion
last year, while trade volume
had exceeded US$-1.01 billion
as of August this year. Myanmar
exports agricultural products,
marine products, rubber and
raw materials, as well as gar-
ments, to Malaysia. Meanwhile,
Myanmar imports lubricants
and petroleum products, palm
oil, food products, manufactur-
ed industrial goods, electronic
equipment, plastic raw mate-
rials, chemical raw materials
and pharmaceutical products
from Malaysia.

In reviewing bilateral trade
between the two countries, the
products traded have comple-
mentary characteristics. There-
fore, itis believed that the govern-
ments and private sectors of

both countries can work toge-
ther to increase bilateral trade
volume and raise the proport-
ion of value-added products. In
particular, efforts to increase
bilateral trade should focus
not only on expanding trade
volume but also on transform-
ing Myanmar’s raw materials
and agricultural, livestock and
marine products into value-add-
ed products that meet quality,
packaging, food safety and in-
ternational standards, thereby
enabling greater exports to
international markets. It is be-
lieved that more Joint Venture
and Business-to-Business
(B2B) cooperation models can
be developed by combining
Malaysia’s technology, manage-
ment expertise, quality stan-

dards, market linkages and
distribution networks.
Investment plays a key role in
further strengthening bilateral
relations and economic coope-
ration between the two countr-
ies. In terms of the scale of in-
vestment, Malaysia is currently
the ninth-largest investor in
Myanmar, with 32 investment
projects worth more than US$-1
billion. For Malaysian investors,
Myanmar’s advantages lie not
only in its availability of raw ma-
terials and production bases, but
also in its potential to develop
value-added industries and
access promising markets.
Cooperation should therefore be
developed as a long-term part-
nership encompassing tech-

SEE PAGE - 23 @@
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nological cooperation, skilled
workforce development, re-
gional supply-chain linkages
and export market access. In
particular, the two countries
should combine their respective
strengths in areas such as food
production, agro-processing,
halal food, marine products,
rubber and rubber-based pro-
ducts, packaging, cold-chain and
logistics, industrial products
and other value-added products.

Interms of regional cooperat-
ion, Myanmar and Malaysia are
members of the ASEAN family
and are working together to
promote regional economic inte-
gration, peace and stability. In
addition, both countries are sig-
natories to the Regional Com-
prehensive Economic Partner-
ship RCEP) Agreement, which
comprises 15 member countries
and represents approximately
30 percent of the world’s popu-
lation, around 30 percent of
global GDP and approximately
28 percent of global trade. Such
regional cooperation agree-
ments and frameworks provide
opportunities to further promote
trade, investment and economic
integration and should there-
fore be utilized effectively and
beneficially. Therefore, Myan-
mar attaches great importance
to discussing and identifying
areas of mutuallong-termbenefit
through regional cooperation
frameworks and to further en-
hancing cooperation between
the two countries.

At present, Myanmar is en-
couraging and inviting invest-
ment in value-added manufact-
uring industries. Therefore,
Malaysian businesses are invit-
ed to partner with Myanmar en-
terprises and jointly invest in
value-added manufacturing faci-
lities, including food processing,
agricultural input production,
livestock breeding and meat and
fish processing, as well as rubber
and marine product processing,
thereby contributing together to
global food and manufacturing
value chains. Likewise, in the
agricultural sector, cooperation
canbe pursued to establish rice
mills, pulse processing and
packaging facilities, food pro-

cessing plants, cold storage
facilities and food distribution
businesses in Myanmar by
utilizing Malaysian investment
and technology. In addition to
increasing production, it is also
important to modernize the
entire farm-to-market supply
chain. If the two countries can
work together across the entire
chain, including seeds and agri-
cultural inputs, modern mach-
inery, post-harvest loss reduct-
ion, drying, cleaning, cold stor-
age, packaging and distribution,
the quality and market com-
petitiveness of Myanmar’s agri-
cultural products can be further
enhanced. Furthermore, inte-
grating digital logistics, ware-
house management, cargo track-
ing and quality control systems
with cold storage facilities could
help reduce post-harvest losses
of agricultural and marine
products and enable more effi-
cient management of export
supply chains. This represents
a significant opportunity for
Malaysia, which has extensive
experience in these areas.

Furthermore, as Malaysia
has extensive experience and
expertise in oil palm cultivation
and production, palm oil milling,
oil refining and value-added
edible oil production, Malaysian
investors are invited to partner
with Myanmar by combining
Malaysian expertise with Myan-
mar’s agricultural resources
and investing jointly across the
entire production chain, from
cultivation and production to
market distribution. In parti-
cular, Malaysian investors are
invited to undertake oil palm
cultivation and palm oil product-
ion in Taninthayi Region, which
is geographically and climati-
cally well suited for such activit-
ies, as well as to invest in vege-
table oil production across
Myanmar.

He stated that because Myan-
mar possesses vast land areas
and extensive pasturelands,
livestock breeding and meat
and fish production activities
can be effectively carried out.
He expressed readiness to esta-
blish production systems that
comply with designated stan-
dards and to enter into mutually

beneficial partnerships in order
to penetrate Malaysia’s Halal
food market. Through this, he
invited Malaysian investment
and technical cooperation to
foster the development of live-
stock farms, animal feed pro-
duction, animal healthcare, and
meat processing industries. He
noted that if joint efforts can
be implemented in this sector;,
covering Halal Certification,
Food Traceability systems, ani-
mal feed, veterinary care, cold
storage, and meat processing
technology, it could lay a strong
foundation for connecting
Myanmar’s livestock products
more effectively to the Malaysian
market and the broader regio-
nal Halal market. Similarly, he
highlighted that priority is being
given to infrastructure develop-
ment projects, and that invest-
ment opportunities are likewise
available for Malaysian entre-
preneurs in the iron, steel, and
cement manufacturing sectors.

Asyou are well aware, Myan-
mar has three Special Economic
Zones (SEZs): Thilawa, Dawei,
and Kyaukphyu. While the
Thilawa Special Economic
Zone is currently the most
successful, the Dawei and
Kyaukphyu Special Economic
Zones are also projects that
will hold strategic importance
in the future. Therefore, we
would like to invite investments
in these zones as well. Beyond
the factory construction phase,
operations can be expanded to
developing Industrial Clusters,
building Supplier Networks,
and constructing Logistics
Hubs and Export Processing
Facilities. Implementing such
a Cluster-based Development
model will generate greater
opportunities to establish long-
term supply chain connections
between Malaysian and Myan-
mar companies. Furthermore,
he noted that when investing
in Myanmar, foreign investors
are not limited to existing
industrial zones and Special
Economic Zones; depending
on business requirements and
locational advantages, investors
can propose and establish en-
ergy and industrial projects
independently. He highlighted

that in such mutually beneficial
cooperation, Micro, Small, and
Medium Enterprises (MSMES)
play a pivotal role in regional
development across both coun-
tries. Therefore, establishing a
mutually advantageous value
chain can be achieved through
implementing e-commerce
systems for MSMEs, jointly
opening vocational training
centers, and collaborating on
MSME industrial manufactur-
ing. He expressed confidence
that strengthening MSME
cooperation through regularly
organized Business Matching,
Supplier Matching, and Tech-
nology Matching programs
between the MSMEs of both
nations would prove highly
beneficial for boosting invest-
ment and trade. In addition, by
connecting Malaysia’s e-com-
merce and digital business ex-
pertise with Myanmar MSME
products, opportunities can be
created to access the ASEAN
market online. Another vital
sector for investment and eco-
nomic cooperation between the
two countries is the financial
services sector. Given the large
Myanmar migrant workforce
currently residing in Malaysia,
remittance channels are of criti-
cal importance. He expressed
confidence that if official chan-
nels are rendered more accessi-
ble and cost-effective, financial
flows will improve, establishing
a secure and reliable money
transfer pathway for migrant
workers. Accordingly, he high-
lighted that establishing digital
payments and formal remittance
services through partnerships
among banks, money transfer
operators, and FinTech compa-
nies, ensuring operations are
secure, swift, transparent,
and compliant with relevant
regulations, would constitute
mutually beneficial investment
ventures. To enhance trade and
investment between Myanmar
and Malaysia, he emphasized
the need for joint efforts in ex-
panding interbank connectivity
between both nations, develop-
ing cross-border payment and
settlement systems, scaling trade
finance services, and improving
access to financing for micro,
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small, and medium enterprises
(MSMES). Furthermore, he ex-
pressed his belief that mutual
benefits would arise from Ma-
laysia sharing its valuable ex-
pertise in digital banking, pay-
ment technology, and banking
riskmanagement with Myanmar,
alongside conducting joint tech-
nical and human resource deve-
lopment programs between the
banks of both countries.

Similarly, Myanmar has been
actively promoting key sectors
essential for human resource
development—namely health,
education, and tourism ser-
vices—which are currently ex-
periencing significant growth.
In this regard, Malaysian entre-
preneurs are encouraged to
explore emerging investment
opportunities in Myanmar.
Malaysia has positioneditself as
aregional education hub due to
its affordable tuition costs and
strong appeal to international
students. Leveraging Malaysia’s
expertise in international edu-
cation, both countries can colla-
borate on commercial opport-
unities, including establishing
educational institutions, offering
joint training programs, and
expanding educational services
in Myanmar.

Inthe healthcare sector, Myan-
mar and Malaysia possess sub-
stantial potential for business
cooperation across various
areas, including hospital and
clinic operations, pharmaceuti-
cal manufacturing, medical
devices, medical tourism, tele-
medicine/teleconsultation,
health technology, and capacity
building.

Malaysia is recognized for
its successful transition from
a resource-based economy to
a modern industrial economy
driven by advanced technolog-
ies, semiconductors, artificial in-
telligence (AD), and data center
infrastructure. To accommodate
tech investments, Myanmar
has established the Yadanapon
Cyber City near PyinOoLwin,
the country’s largest ICT hub.
Spanning over 2,800 hectares
(approximately. 7,000 acres),
the project features office
spaces for IT startups and

SEE PAGE - 24 @@
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software developers, alongside
a High-Tech Zone and eco-
friendly tech- and service-
based manufacturing zones.
Malaysian investors are invited
to invest in e-government
services, telecommunications
technology, Al applications,
digital payment systems, and
the development of an innova-
tive business ecosystem. Speci-
fically, Malaysia’s establish-
ed expertise in electrical and
electronics, semiconductors,
machinery and equipment,
and digital technology can be
combined with Myanmar’s ma-
nufacturing base, labor force,
and market potential to colla-
borate on assembly, component
manufacturing, technical train-
ing, and technology transfer.
Furthermore, tech collaboration
must go hand-in-hand with
human resource development.
Consequently, Malaysian tech
firms can partner with Myanmar
universities, technical institutes,
and private enterprises to im-
plement internships, vocational
training, technical certifications,
and skill development programs.

To enhance practical economic
cooperation, itis vital to streng-
then regular business dialogues
and business-matching mecha-
nisms involving government
agencies, trade associations,
chambers of commerce, and
private sector representatives
from both nations. Through this

framework, a comprehensive
Business Information and In-
vestment Facilitation Platform
can be established to serve as a
one-stop portal connecting in-
vestment opportunity, tradable
goods, technical and quality
standards, business partner-
ships, and market demand.
Ultimately, these initiatives are
expected to translate today’s dis-
cussions into tangible outcomes,
including investment projects,
joint ventures, export contracts,
and technology partnerships.

Myanmar has put in place
protection for domestically pro-
duced goods and investments
in accordance with four intelle-
ctual property laws. In inviting
investment, Myanmar places
emphasis on technology coo-
peration, the creation of high-
quality employment opport-
unities, and the development
of domestic production and in-
frastructure. At the same time,
the interests of investors are
protected in line with relevant
policies. In other words, Myan-
mar is working together with
regional countries with close
relations and partner countries
to promote sustainable econo-
mic development. Therefore,
Myanmar will provide support
to facilitate Malaysian invest-
ment activities in the country
and will also place emphasis
on promoting bilateral trade
and investment.

The event should be viewed

not only as a platform for ex-
changing and discussing opp-
ortunities but also as a platform
forinitiating practical economic
cooperation between the two
countries. It is believed that, by
combining Myanmar’s natural
and human resources with Ma-
laysia’s technology, investment
and market linkages, the two
countries can jointly build a
long-term cooperation chain
— “from trade to investment,
from investment to value-add-
ed production, and from value-
added production to regional
market connectivity” In particu-
lar, Malaysian businesspeople
are invited to view Myanmar
not merely as amarketbutas a
partner country for production,
value-added manufacturing
and regional supply-chain con-
nectivity, and to pursue mutually
beneficial, long-term cooperat-
ion, said the President.
Malaysian businesspeople
discuss various sectors
Malaysian business people att-
ending the event shared their
views on Malaysia’s development
efforts and ongoing progress
in various sectors, including
cargo flow and transportation,
international port operations,
agriculture and manufacturing,
including oil palm and coconut
cultivation, energy and techno-
logy, and construction, including
steel, mineral extraction and
related products. They also dis-
cussed Malaysia’s efforts to pro-

mote sustainable development
through cooperation with partner
countries, strategic economic
perspectives on international
and regional markets, and the
need for government policies
and implementation standards
to be aligned with those of the
business sector to facilitate pra-
ctical and comprehensive econo-
mic cooperation with Myanmar.
They further presented practical
recommendations, prospects
and opportunities for expand-
ing investment and economic
cooperation between Malaysia
and Myanmar across various
sectors.

President reviews
presentations and holds
discussions

Inreviewing the presentations,
the President said he had out-
lined in his opening remarks
the opportunities, prospects
and prevailing conditions for
expanding investment and
economic cooperation between
the two countries. He said it
was encouraging to see Malay-
sian businesspeople openly
and extensively sharing their
views, recommendations and
assessments on investment
and economic cooperation opp-
ortunities. The President said he
fully recognized that political
and security stability and peace
are essential for economic deve-
lopment. He added that Myan-
maris currently firmly pursuing
a multi-party democratic path
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and will continue efforts to ensure
political stability. He also said that
investment is guaranteed under
the country’s laws and invited
Malaysian investors to invest
in Myanmar with confidence.

The President said the frank
discussions by Malaysian busi-
nesspeople on investment opport-
unities in Myanmar focused on
practical issues that reflect the
country’s actual needs. He add-
ed that the government is mak-
ing efforts on multiple fronts
to strengthen the economy
and will provide the necessary
support and assistance for
foreign investment.

He invited Malaysian busi-
nesspeople to visit Myanmar,
study the prevailing market con-
ditions first hand and explore
and capitalize on investment
prospects and opportunities. He
also encouraged the business
leaders of the two countries to
make the most of their cordial
and open discussions to explore
awide range of areas for econo-
mic cooperation. The President
described the initial meeting as
a successful and constructive
discussion and called on both
sides to work together to open
abroader and more practically
beneficial new chapter in econo-
mic cooperation.

Following the meeting, the
President cordially greeted
the businesspeople from both
countries who attended the

event. Myawady

Second phase of systematically demolishing illegal telecom fraud buildings in

Shwe Kokko area underway

i

l Soldiers preparing to demolish a building with explosives.
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J l Photos show the mechanical demolition ofillegal telecom fraud buildings in Shwe Kokko area. J

NAY PYI TAW October 7

The Government is placing great em-
phasis on the processes of combating
online scams and online gambling as a
national duty, and, in addition to domestic
forces, is coordinating with neighbor-

ing governments to effectively conduct
searches, inspections, and crackdowns
to ensure they cannot establish any foot-
hold within the country. In doing so, the
government systematically dismantled
illegal telecom fraud buildings in KK

Park in three phases, fully completing
the work on 9 January.

Likewise, the government is currently
dismantling 140 illegal telecom fraud
buildings in Shwe Kokko area through
categorization process, and up to 26

July, it has destroyed 77 of them in the
first phase.

It has started the second phase of
destroying the remaining 63 buildings
on 6 October, categorizing 25 for heavy

SEE PAGE - 25 »»
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machinery dismantling, four for explo-
sive demolition, and 34 for floor-by-floor
manual destruction due to their proxi-

mity to residential areas.

Currently, the government has com-
pleted 40 percent of the demolition on a
five-storey building slated for mechanical
destruction and is preparing to demolish

a six-storey building.

The government regards anti-tele-
com fraud as a national duty, coordina-
ting with domestic forces in addition
to its neighboring counterparts to
ensure the criminal business cannot
establish any foothold within the
country. It will continue to demolish
the remaining structure as soon as

possible.
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100 L The destruction of illegal telecom fraud buildings continues in Shwe Kokko area. J

Systematic handover to parents and guardians of 48 members of so-called DPLA and

KNPP who returned to legal fold
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Officials present a cash award to a returnee to the legal fold.

NAY PYI TAW October 7

In accordance with the Tat-
madaw’s continuous emphasis
on national peace and stability,
it has achieved successes in
counter-terrorism operations
and fully regained control over
areas temporarily held by terro-
rist insurgents. Local ethnic
people have joyfully welcomed
and supported these achieve-
ments, actively cooperating
with the Tatmadaw out of trust,
reliance, and enthusiasm. Con-
sequently, members of armed
terrorist organizations have
come to understand the peace
process, reporting tonearbylocal
military camps and security
forces to return to the legal fold.

Among those returning to the
legal fold were a total of 48 indi-
viduals—43 men and 4 women
from the so-called DPLA, and
1man from the so-called KNPP—
who surrendered along with
arms and ammunition. A cere-
mony to systematically hand
them over to their parents and
guardians was held this morn-
ing at the Thanlwin Hall of the
Eastern Command. It was att-
ended by Shan State Chief Mini-
ster U Sai Htein Soe, Eastern
Command Commander Brig-
Gen Kyaw Naing Oo and offi-
cials, officials from the Pa-O and
Danu Self-Administered Zones,
departmental officials, mem-
bers of the Myanmar Police Force,

invited guests, the returnees,
and their parents and guardians.
First, the State Chief Minister
delivered an opening address
of honour, and the Commander
gave an educational briefing to
the returning youth. Next, the
Shan State Police Chief (Police
Brigadier General) gave a brief-
ing on legal matters.Afterward,
the returnees surrendered the
weapons and ammunition brou-
ght with them: two MA-1 rifles,
one AK-47 rifle, six assorted
magarzines, two hand grenades,
and 251 rounds of assorted am-
munition, which were accepted
by the State Chief Minister, the
Commander, and responsible
officials. The State Chief Mini-
ster and the Commander then
presented cash rewards: Ks-15
million for the three automatic
rifles, Ks-600,000 for the two
grenades, and Ks-4.8 million at
arate of Ks-100,000 per person
for the 48 returnees—totaling
Ks-20.4 million in cash rewards
along with gifts, which were
received by the returnees.
Following this, a representative
of the returnees spoke words
of gratitude. The returnees
then signed pledges and were
systematically handed over to
their parents and guardians.
At today’s ceremony, those
who returned to the legal fold—
having placed their faith in the
peace process and genuinely

J

desiring regional stability—
and were handed over to their
guardians comprised 24 men
and 4 women from Yatsauk
Township, Southern Shan State;
12 men from Pindaya Township;
1 man from Ywangan Town-
ship; 1 man from Okpho Town-
ship, Bago Region; 1 man from
Pyawbwe Township, Mandalay
Region; 1 man from Magway,
Magway Region; 1 man from
North Okkalapa Township,
Yangon Region; 1 man from
Myeik Township, Taninthayi
Region; 1 man from Phyu
Township, Bago Region; and
1 man from Mese Township,
Kayah State.

Itisreported that these mem-
bers of the DPLA and KNPP
returned to the legal fold and
renounced the path of armed
struggle because they had
been forcibly recruited under
coercion through their family
members and relatives; they
could no longer tolerate terro-
rist acts such as threatening,
arresting, and killing innocent
civilians and civil servants for
the benefit of terrorist organi-
zations, as well as blowing up
and destroying non-military in-
frastructure, roads, and bridges;
they faced hierarchical discri-
mination, internal bullying, tor-
ture, killings, and abuses within
these groups; they suffered
hardship, deprivation, and low
morale due to an inability to with-
stand the Tatmadaw’s offen-
sives; and they came to trust
and accept the peace process of
the State and the Tatmadaw,
wishing to live peacefully within
the legal framework and con-
tribute back to the State and
the people who had suffered
losses on their account.

Because returnees are being
welcomed back, provided nece-
ssary assistance, and syste-
matically reunited with their
parents and guardians, it is
reported that many others still
wish to return to the legal fold.
Those who wish to return will be
welcomed and provided nece-
ssary support, as well as appro-
priate cash rewards for surr-
endered weapons and ammu-
nition, upon contacting and re-
porting to nearby district and
township administrative bodies,
military camps, or police stations.

The sentiments expressed
by those who returned to the
legal fold are as follows:

r
1]
Atmalelreturneelgiveslantinteryiew:

Male

InMarch 2024, while living with
my parents in Theingone Vill-
age, Pindaya Township, I wasre-
cruited by the DPLA terrorist
group and had to attend Training
Batch (C-4) in Kyaukme Town-
ship. After completing the train-
ing, I served in the Nawnghkio
area. Realizing that remaining
with the DPLA terrorist group
could cost us ourlives orlead to
capture if we survived, we came
into the light in September 2026.
When we entered the legal fold,
the Tatmadaw officials treated
us warmly, speaking to us like
their own children and brothers.
I am extremely pleased and
grateful for being accommaodat-
ed well and cared for like family.
Therefore, I believe we made

the right choice by choosing
this path to return to the light. I
would also like to invite the youths
remaining in the jungle to join
hands with the Tatmadaw and
return to the light so they can live
peacefully with their families,
rather than staying in the jungle
and losing their lives for nothing.

Female

I joined the terrorist group
in January 2025 and attended
Training Batch (A-6) in Kyaukme
Township. After finishing the
training, I had to work as a cook
in the women’s battalion of the
DPLA terrorist group. Living
with the DPLA terrorist group
was exhausting and full of hard-
ship; I was separated from my

family, lost the opportunities
of my youth, and never knew
when I might die. Because of
that, I ran away in January 2025.
Afterward, on September 22,
2026, I returned to the legal fold.
When I came into the light, the
Tatmadaw officials treated and
spoke to me warmly, like siblings
and children; I was very glad
and satisfied that they treated
me like family. That is why I feel
choosing this path to return to
the light was the right decision.
Instead of staying in the jungle
and needlessly dying, I would
like to invite the youths still
left in the jungle to join hands
with the Tatmadaw and return
to the legal framework so they
can live with their families again
and lead peaceful lives. 100
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