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Introduction

Total Districts - 13

Total Townships - 55

Self-Administered Zone - 5

Total Towns - 29

Total area - 155,458 km2

Rural people - 70 %

Urban people - 30 %

1Source; Myanmar census(2014)



No. Location Net Sowing (ac) Fallow Land (ac) Other (ac)

1 Southern Shan State 1339566 163789 13857898

2 Northern Shan State 1427826 277203 15136949

3 Eastern Shan State 495526 34837 9501798

Total 3,262,918 475,829 38,496,645

Contd…
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2Source: DALMS, 2020



Objectives

1) To identify localized effective extension methods

2) To point out successful crop-based agricultural extension approach methods

3) To explore main challenges in applying extension methods
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Problem Statement

 It is an agriculturally based State and the backbone of its economy.

 Crop diversification is obvious, different ethnic groups and multi-dialect, insurgent

area, difficult in transportation

 Agricultural extension staff and farm area ratio is 1: 2800

 Big challenges to meet extension staff demand during a short period of time

 Efficient and effective extension method is importance role in agriculture

 Therefore, choosing localized extension methods is vital role for agricultural

development in Shan State.
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Material and Method

 Analyzed using secondary data and different local information

 Reassessment of previous, current and future conditions
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Approach Methods for Key Persons on Different Ethnic Groups

6

No. Ethnic Groups
Total population 

(million)
Key Person

Extension 

Methods

1 Shan 3.4 – 4.5 Village Head

Individual,

Group & Mass 

contact

2 Paho 1.8 – 2.0 Village Monk

3 Danu 0.16 – 0.17 Local leader

4 Intha 0.1- 0.2 Village Head

5
Other (Kokang, Wa, 

Ta’ang,etc)
0.3 - 0.45 Local Leader

Source: MIMU, April, 2018



Shan People's Behavior  and Distinct Features
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No. Features Behavior Localized
Extension 

Methods

1
Local Bazar Once Every (5) Days Near by market

place

Individual, 

Group & Mass 

Contact

2 Social participation Unity Village activities

3 Ethnic Stereotype System of beliefs Selected ethnic

4 Languages Multi-dialect Volunteer

5 Social norms Mutual respect Positive attitude

6 Religious beliefs Full / new moon days Monastery



face-to-face type of individual and/ or family – one or more special purpose

1.1 Farm & Home Visits

Objectives or Purposes

1) To obtain first hand information

2) To give advice / to solve a specific problem / to teach skill

3) To select local leaders, demonstrators / Co-operators

4) To promote good public relations

5) To explore farmer’s need and problem

(1) Individual Contact Method

8

Farm & Home Visits



 Short time demonstration given a new or an old practice for better way

2.1: Method Demonstration

Objectives or Purposes

1) To acquire new skills

2) To improve upon their old skills

3) To increase satisfication of learners

4) To give confidence – practice in their own situation

(2) Group Contact Method

9

Method Demonstrations



(3) Mass Contact Method

 Mass media enable extension workers to greatly increase their teaching efficiency.

 Facilitate dissemination of information to a much larger and different clientele.

3.1: Farm Publications (Bulletin, Pamphlet)

Objectives and Purposes

1) Writing is to communicate information, your reader audience

2) If writing scientific paper, use a vocabulary and style different for the general

public

10

Bulletin, Pamphlet



Contd…

3.2: Campaign

 an extensive teaching activity undertaken at an opportune time for a brief period

 Launched only after a recommended practice, acceptable to the people as a result of

other extension methods

Objectives and Purposes

1) To encourage emotional participation of a large number of people

2) To foster a favorable psychological climate of quick and large scale adoption of an

improved practice

11

Campaign



Contd…
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3.3: ICT (Information and communication Technology) 

 Mobile Phone user 126% in Myanmar and 80% in Shan State

 (26) companies investment for ICT in shan State (MCIA: Dec, 2012)

 G4AW introduced since 2019, cooperation with YSI , (2) times/ month  

 Agricultural Mobile Apps. (Htwet Toe, Pp, GAP, DOA, Green Way, 

Messenger and  Viber Apps.)

Agricultural Mobile Application



Crop-based extension approach method

 Depend on different geographical, climatic and market opportunities

 Groups all the function for increase crop production-extension, research, input

supply, marketing and prices

 Extension is fairly centralized and oriented towards one commodity or crop

 Extension has many functions
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Current Situation of Successful Crops

No. Township Crop

Total 

Sowing 

(ac)

Contract 

Farming 

(ac)

Crop 

Cluster

Private 

Sector
Remark

1 Ywa Ngan Coffee 7165 7165 3 5
Contract Farming -

Local / Export

2 Hopong Avocado 5897 5897 23 - Export / local

3 Nawnghkio Sugarcane 65684 65684 - 2 Contract Farming

4 Hsibaw Pineapple 3021 634 1 - ။

5 Tangyan Tea 2950 313.60 1 1 ။

14Source: DOA, 2020

Crop-based Extension Activities



Challenges  in applying extension methods

 Extension Staff

1) Need training programme, travelling allowance and local dialect

2) Mobility problem

3) Weak of teaching aids

4) Female extension staff safety

 Farmer

1) Poor willingness

2) Need credit loan

15



Conclusion and Recommendation

 Approach depend on different ethnic groups behavior and features to develop

agricultural sector

 Farm & Home Visits, Method Demonstration, Bulletin, Pamphlet, Campaign

and ICT-based Extension were more reliable among others.

 Extension Staffs should attempt to find out the favorable crops on specific

location

 More training for extension staffs and support material facilities and others

are beyond staffs’ hand
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Conclusion and Recommendation
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 Local staffing Orient extension agents for specific location

 Attention ITK and should educate adaptable technology

 Should research special crop according to specific environmental conditions
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